
Brass Bands and Huzzahs:
Politics at the Corn Palace,

1908

RALPH R. TINGLEY

On 26 September 1908, the Sioux Falls Daily Press reported
that Mitchell, South Dakota, would soon be "illuminated by night
with 3,000 special electric lamps and by day by three presidential
candidates."' The occasion was the annual Corn Palace celebra-
tion. The event was the appearance of William Jennings Bryan,
William Howard Taft, and Eugene W. Chafin on three successive
days. As the candidates traveled into the state by rail, all three
men spoke in small towns along the railroad lines before address-
ing the large crowds at Mitchell on 28, 29, and 30 September.

The exterior of the 1908 Corn Palace was spectacular, "with a
bewildering array of color and harmony of effect.... The south-
west corner [of the structure stood] out as the central figure of
the entire work. From the top to the bottom the design [was] very
attractive with diamond, half diamond, the drapery, the Swastika
charms that circle around at the top, the immense size squares,

I. Sioux Falls Daily Press, 26 Sept. 1908.
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and the box squares, that have the appearance of steps, done in
red, white and yellow corn."^ A special improvement in the deco-
rations concerned the eight towers. Since 1892, when the first
Corn Palace had been built, the towers had been partially deco-
rated with wheat, oats, or flax heads. In 1908, they were deco-
rated entirely in corn. The Sioux Falls Daily Argus-Leader
declared the new effect "magical" and suitable for the reception
of special guests.'

In honor of the expected dignitaries, Mitchell residents gave
special dress to more than the Corn Palace. The whole business
district usurped the attention of a nonpartisan committee. Their
work would properly herald the entrance of the three presiden-
tial candidates, beginning with Democrat William Jennings
Bryan on Monday, 28 September, continuing with Republican
William Taft on the next day, and concluding with Prohibitionist
Eugene Chafin on Wednesday, 30 September. Cooperation re-
placed competition among the businessmen as yellow and white
decorations went up along Main Street. Utility poles received
coats of black paint from the ground to a height of seven feet,
while from that point upward white transformed the previously
nondescript utility fixtures. The committee distributed one thou-
sand lithographs of each of the three candidates for use on the ap-
propriate days." William A. Heimberger, chairman of the civic
committee, urged Mitchell residents to do their duty: "It must be
the desire of all that our city be made to look cheerful. Politics
does not enter in this part of our work. We are to have distin-
guished guests. No other little city in the United States is so
highly honored [as to have] three presidential candidates in one
week. Let every one do a part, that Mitchell's good record be out-
done on this occasion."*

In any Corn Palace week, lodging in Mitchell was strained.
Now with political activity drawing even more visitors, vacant
beds promised to be scarce indeed. Mitchell residents received
encouragement to open their homes to visitors. "In this connec-
tion," the press reported, "the corn palace committee, being
desirous of preserving our city's good name and reputation, asks
that no exorbitant charges be exacted for these accommodations.
That as far as possible the standard price of $1.00 per bed per

2. Mitchell Daily Republican, 28 Sept. 1908.
3. Sioux Falls Daily Argus-Leader, 29 Sept. 1908.
4. Mitchell Daily Republican, 23 and 25 Sept. 1908.
5. Ibid., 25 Sept. 1908.
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The exterior of ttie ¡WS Com Palace was decorated with colored ears of
com that were cut in half and nailed in place to create the designs, which
changed from year to year. Decorating a building with various grains was a
popular tum-of-the-century promotional scheme designed to display a
region's chief agricultural products. Today, Mitchell's palace, established in
1892, is the best surviving example of such early agricultural promotions.

night for two people be adhered to, the rental to be collected on
the premises."* To enable persons in a wide area to attend the
political functions and the Corn Palace entertainment, railroads
serving Mitchell scheduled special trains. The Corn Palace com-
mittee advertised sixteen special trains, with half rates on all
trains during the entire week. By the time the Corn Palace week
ended, more than sixteen specials ran over the tracks of the Mil-
waukee, Omaha, and Northwestern roads. One train particularly
concentrated on Taft's visit, going from Huron to Wolsey to meet
the train on which the Republican leader traveled.'

While the logistics of housing and transportation occupied the
energies of a good number of committee and railroad personnel,
other individuals devoted their efforts to planning and promoting
the displays and entertainment that were the customary founda-
tion of the Corn Palace week. Inside the palace, said promoters,
was "the largest and finest collection of agricultural products
ever exhibited in the state."* One enthusiast even declared that

6. Ibid., 23. 24. 25. and 26 Sept. 1908.
7. Ibid., 23 and 28 Sept, 1908; Sioux Falls Daily Press. 26 and 29 Sept. 1908;

Mitchell Capital. 25 Sept. and 2 Oct. 1908; Mitchell Gazette. 24 Sept. 1908; Argus-
Leader. 19 Sept. 1908.

8. Argus-Leader, 19 Sept. 1908.
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"no such exhibits of agricultural products has ever been arrayed
at any time or anywhere."' The exhibits, from fifteen counties,
vied for cash prizes. More popular with most visitors to the
palace was the twice-a-day entertainment headed by Thaviu's
Band, fresh from a "successful engagement at the White City"
amusement park in the band's home, Chicago. Supporting the
musicians were "grand vaudeville attractions" from the "East
Circuits," including Melville and Higgins with "one of those quiet
comedy acts"; Snyder and Buckley doing "a musical stunt"; the
Delmore sisters, vocalists; Mazuz and Mazette, pantomime ar-
tists; the acrobatic Bard brothers; and Fukino doing Japanese
foot-juggling and balancing.'°

The milling crowds also found entertainment outside of the
Corn Palace at four stands erected on Main Street between First
Street and the palace. Outstanding among the free diversions

9. Sioux Falls Daily Press, 24 Sept. 1908.
10. Ibid.; Mitchell Daily Republican, 28 Sept. 1908; Mitchell Capital, 2 Oct. 1908;

Mitchell Clarion, 24 Sept. 1908 Supplement; Argus-Leader, 25 Sept. 1908.

Democrat William Jennings Bryan and Republican William Howard Taft
were the major contenders in the 1908 presidential race. Both men made
numerous stops in eastern South Dakota, highlighted by their appearances
in Mitchell during Com Palace week. Crowds attending their speeches
were estimated at between eight and thirty thousand, depending upon the
observer's political affiliation.
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were the Araki Japanese acrobatic performers whose act culmi-
nated in the "slide for life," which employed a rope attached to
one corner of the Corn Palace —as close as that particular troupe
could get to the main center of activity. Many viewers judged the
slide "a thriller," and "an immense crowd" watched it each time.
Other entertainers on the outside were "McGarver's Colored
Singers and Dancers," Douglas and Douglas with a comedy wire
act, and Joe Garzer, whose act was either so well known or so
mediocre as not to warrant descriptions by newspapers. The
Avon, Stickney, Bridgewater, and Redfield bands provided music
for the outdoor crowds. The Farwell band was particularly popu-
lar and met the arriving trains."

Persons desiring entertainment beyond that arranged by the
Corn Palace committee were invited to the unashamedly commer-
cial Gale Theatre. Featuring a matinee and evening performance,
the theatre opened the week with "the Lyman Twins and com-
pany of Forty People in 'The Yankee Drummers.' " Wednesday's
program promised "the Big Musical Play 'The Girl and the
Stampede' with Cow Girl Band & Orchestra." Closing the series
of hits was "Si Plunkard," starring "The Great Character Come-
dian, J. C. Lewis," along with a cast of twenty, special scenery,
and seven new songs.'^ All of these attractions encouraged a
booster to assert that "nothing has been stinted, nothing left un-
done, to make this the grandest carnival week in the west."'' As
Mitchell gloried in its good fortune and boasted that "King Korn's
Carnival will be ushered in with all the pomp and glory befitting
the occasion,"'* the three presidential candidates moved toward
South Dakota, perfecting their plans and speeches.

First to arrive was the Great Commoner, William Jennings
Bryan. He traveled on the regular Omaha road train from Saint
Paul to Sioux Fails, where he paused briefly. At the station, the
Sioux Falls band and a crowd of six to eight hundred people
waited for the tardy train, which finally appeared a little before
8:00 a,m. on 28 September. The projected fifteen-minute visit was
reduced to ten, but the candidate had time to mount a bystanding
dray and address the assemblage. The paramount issue, said
Bryan, was "Shall the people rule'?" He ticked off features of the

11. Mitchell Daily Republican. 26 and 29 Sept. 1908; Mitchell Capital. 2 Oct.
1908.

12. Mitchell Capital. 25 Sept. 1908.
13. Sioux Falls Daily Press, 24 Sept. 1908.
14. Mitchell Clarion, 24 Sept. 1908.
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Republican position that seemed to betray the idea of popular
control of government: rejection of publication of campaign funds
before elections, tariff revision (but not necessarily reduction as
the Democrats pledged), and refusal to support the principle of
direct election of senators. When Bryan asked the crowd to give a
show of hands on the issues of campaign publicity and election of
senators, only a "single grimy hand shot into the air" in opposi-
tion to the speaker's position. Later, from the platform of his rail-
road car, Bryan observed that South Dakota had voted for him in
1896 and that he expected to get a big vote from it that fall. As
the train pulled out, a strong-lunged supporter yelled, "You bet
you will, Billy, two to one!"'=

The run from Sioux Falls to Mitchell was interrupted by stops
at several stations. "Montrose, Salem, Spencer, Farmer, and Ful-
ton," wrote a reporter, "gave him a noisy reception, in which the

15. Sioux Falls Daily Press, 29 Sept. 1908. See also Argus-Leader. 26 and 28
Sept. 1908, and Yankton Press and Dakotan, 29 Sept. 1908.
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Preceded by a brass band. Candidate Bryan is escorted through the streets
of Mitchell where even the telephone poles have been decorated with new
coats of paint

cowboy whoop was predominant."^* An estimated twelve hun-
dred heard Bryan's twenty-minute address in Salem. Among
Bryan's companions on the train when he arrived in Mitchell was
William T. LaFollette. LaFoUette, the Democratic candidate for
lieutenant governor and a brother of Robert M. LaFollette of
Wisconsin, was the editor and publisher of the Mitchell Gazette, a
weekly paper. Thus the Gazette was one of the journals that gave
laudatory coverage to the Bryan campaign, an approach not
found in some papers. Crowds estimated to number as many as
sixteen thousand awaited Bryan's arrival at about 11:35 a.m.
After a welcome by Mayor Abner E. Hitchcock, a procession led
by the Farwell band moved to the mayor's home, where "an ele-
gant luncheon" was served by Mrs. Hitchcock to a select group
that included former-senator Richard F. Pettigrew, former-
governor Andrew Lee, and LaFollette. The group then proceeded
to the Omaha depot area where a decorated speaker's stand was
thoughtfully positioned so that Bryan and the others could speak

16. Yankton Press and Dakotan, 29 Sept. 1908.
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Bryan^ one of the most celebrated public speakers of his time, gave a two-
hour address to the crowd gathered near Mitchell's Omaha railroad depot
on 28 September 1908.

with the wind, enabling the vast crowd to hear without
difficulty.'^

In his address of about two hours, candidate Bryan attacked
features of the government and of the Republicans that pre-
vented the people from ruling: campaign contributions from
"predatory wealth that maintain the Republican party in power,"
indirect election of senators, and the despotic character of the
House of Representatives under the overly powerful speaker
"Uncle Joe" Cannon. Bryan favored legislation for the benefit of
labor, including creation of a department of labor and the exemp-
tion of labor unions from antitrust laws. He supported prevention
of industrial monopolies, guaranteed bank deposits, tariff reduc-
tion, and creation of a postal savings system. Bryan further
asserted that the Democrats were united while the Republican
party was split between the standpatters and the reformers.'^

17. Sioux Falls Daily Press. 29 Sept. 1908; Mitchell Gazette. 1 Oct. 1908. See also
Mitchell Clarion, 1 Oct. 1908; Mitchell Daily Republican. 28 Sept. 1908; and Mitch-
ell Capital, 2 Oct. 1908.

18. Mitchell Gazette, 1 Oct. 1908.
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The unfriendly Mitchell Clarion referred to a portion of the ad-
dress ignored by some papers, stating that Bryan "eulogized the
democratic party of South Dakota and the democratic candidates,
. . . but that vast throng was as silent as the grave. There was not
a single murmur of approval. He saw the mistake he had made at
once and with that remarkable adroitness and oratorical skill
which has made him famous he hastened back to national issues."
The Clarion suggested that Republicans formed "the larger part
of the assembled throng."'^ Estimates of the number of people
who listened to Bryan's address ranged up to twenty thousand.
When Republican papers later claimed that twice as many at-
tended the Taft speech as the Bryan speech, the editor of the
Gazette suggested that that was "as near as Republicans get to
telling the truth." The Democratic Gazette cited sale of 1,449
more railroad excursion tickets on Bryan day than on Taft day.^"
Everyone agreed that the crowd was large, but there was no con-
sensus on its size, temper, or composition.

From the open area reserved for general speechmaking, Bryan
went to the Corn Palace, where the start of the first program had
been delayed pending the orator's arrival and participation. Here
he made a "handsome seven-minute speech," complimenting
Mitchell "on the beauty of the palace, on the vast crowds that had
been attracted . . , and the productivity of the soil as shown by
the displays."^' When this exercise was completed, the entertain-
ment for which the audience had paid finally began, and Bryan
boarded the special train to start his journey to Rock Island, Illi-
nois.

At Tripp, Bryan's first stop after leaving Mitchell, his twenty-
minute address stressed the need for guaranteed bank deposits.
The party next paused briefly at Scotland before stopping for a
longer time at Yankton. As the train approached the latter town,
whistles sounded to recall the crowd that had largely dissipated
when it appeared that the train would be late. The politicians
went to the corner of Third and Walnut where the large crowd,
whicb had reconvened, gave its attention to Bryan's half-hour
talk, in which he summarized views previously expressed. A
reporter who discounted the notion that six thousand people
were present, "as one enthusiastic democrat insisted," observed
that tbe speaker showed tbe strain of his rigorous activity, that

19. Mitchell Clarion, 1 Oct. 1908.
20. Mitchell Gazette, 8 Oct. 1908.
21. Sioux Falls Daily Press, 29 Sept. 1908.
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his voice was husky, and that "at no time did he reach the oratori-
cal heights" expected by his listeners."

VermiUion, reached at 7:30 p.m., found the weary campaigner
speaking to "a mammoth crowd" for thirty-five minutes from the
east porch of the Waldorf Hotel. He reiterated points made at
earlier stops during the long day. "He showed," wrote a Vermil-
lion editor, "some effect of the strain of the day, but still his
wonderful voice could be heard by everyone in the immense
crowd that confronted him."" Elk Point was the last stop in South
Dakota. Again, Bryan struck at targets that he had attacked dur-
ing the day. A large escort from Sioux City boarded the train at
Elk Point to conduct the candidate to Sioux City for a short sleep
before he set out across the Hawkeye State.'^ It had been a long,
arduous day in South Dakota, with visits to numerous com-
munities and addresses to thousands of people.

Secretary of War William Howard Taft, or Judge Taft as he
was often called, entered South Dakota not long after Bryan
departed. The Republican candidate traveled on a special train
consisting of a baggage car, diner, and two Pullmans, in addition
to Taft's private Pullman car bearing the proud name "Constitu-
tion." The train left Fargo, North Dakota, on the Milwaukee Road
tracks at 11:30 Monday night, going by way of Ortonville, Minne-
sota, to Aberdeen, South Dakota, for arrival at 8:15 Tuesday
morning. Senator Robert Gamble, Governor Coe I. Crawford,
former-representatives Charles H. Burke and Eben W. Martin,
gubernatorial candidate Robert S. Vessey, national committee-
man Thomas Thorson, and state chairman Willis C. Cook joined
the Taft special at Aberdeen for the trip to Mitchell."

The Taft party seized opportunities for campaigning en route
to its 1:00 p.m. appointment at Mitchell. Mellette, Redfield,
Wolsey, and Woonsocket all entertained the Republican candi-
date briefly. It was well the stops were short because Taft's voice
was in poor condition despite the presence in his party of a throat
specialist. Republican enthusiasm did not diminish though the
voice faltered, and the editor of the Sanbom County Herald put
the matter inelegantly but forcefully. "Judge Taft was as hoarse
as a frog," he reported, "when he spoke at Woonsocket Tuesday,

22. Yankton Press and Dakotan, 29 Sept. 1908.
23. VermiUion Plain Talk. 1 Oct. 1908.
24. Sioux Falls Daily Press, 29 Sept. 1908.
25. Ibid., 24 and 29 Sept. 1908; Mitchell Daily Republican, 24 Sept. 1908.
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but people say it was worth driving forty miles just to see him
smile and hear him croak.... Bryan hollers himself black in the
face and people don't believe a word he says. Bill Taft doesn't say
much —isn't an orator —but people know he means what he
says —even if he just grins."" Having a presidential candidate
stop was itself noteworthy, and the citizens of Woonsocket did
what they could to make the occasion even more memorable. The
Third Regimental Band marched to the depot to give a short con-
cert before " 'Big Bill ' . . . turn[ed] on his talk machine" in Woon-
socket.^'

Because of the brevity and poor delivery of Taft's comments on
his way to Mitchell, the press reported little about his remarks.
At Aberdeen, where there had been more time than at other
stops, Taft had answered Bryan's criticism of the great power ex-
ercised by Speaker of the House Joseph G. Cannon. Taft declared
that the Democrats, including Bryan himself, had used the same
procedures that Bryan now complained of to push through the
Wilson-Gorman Tariff in 1894. "What followed the passage of that
bill you know," Taft said. "Such depression in our industries, such
disaster to our business, such interference with the prosperity of
the farmer, has never been seen in this country in its whole
history."^*

Once Taft arrived in Mitchell, his schedule followed the same
pattern as that of the Bryan visit —an open-air address, an ap-
pearance in the Corn Palace, and departure through the south-
eastern part of the state. Again, estimates of the size of the audi-
ence varied among observers, with party affiliation sometimes in-
fluencing one's counting of a crowd. The Argus-Leader reported
"between 25,000 and 30,000 people cheered him to the echo and
cheered again as he turned his smiling, expressive face toward
them and talked in a simple, straightforward manner of the
issues of the campaign."^^ For the outdoor address, the Mitchell
Capital estimated eight or ten thousand listeners, but even the
Democratic Gazette suggested fifteen thousand.'"

Judge Taft gave his Mitchell address, lasting about three-
quarters of an hour, "under great disadvantage, his hoarseness
preventing more than three or four thousand people hearing

26. Sanborn County Herald (Woonsocket), 3 Oct. 1908.
27. Ibid., 26 Sept. 1908.
28. Argus-Leader, 29 Sept. 1908.
29. Ibid.
30. Mitchell Capital, 2 Oct. 1908; Mitchell Gazette, 1 Oct. 1908.
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Arriving in Mitchell the day after his political rival Candidate Taft is ac-
corded the same enthusiastic welcome that greeted Bryan. Taft, standing in
a touring car in the middle of the crowd, is just leaving the train depot.
Below, a large crowd listens to Taft's open-air address.
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him."^' He began with an expression of confidence in the discre-
tion of the audience. "I should indeed be discouraged," he said,
"before an audience many of whom listened to my opponent yes-
terday, if I thought the people could be led away from the contem-
plation of facts by the oratory of fancy." Much of the presentation
attacked Bryan's alleged shifting from one "paramount issue" to
another as campaign succeeded campaign —free silver in 1896,
imperialism and executive usurpation in 1900 and 1904, and final-
ly in 1908 "shall the people rule?" Taft asserted that his opponent
neglected to mention a number of matters, including the low farm
prices and other baneful conditions that had accompanied the
Wilson-Corman Tariff, Bryan's unfulfilled dire prophecies made
in 1899, President Theodore Roosevelt's success in ending the
Russo-Japanese War, as well as the president's vigorous and suc-
cessful attacks against trusts. Taft endorsed tariff revision, both
upward and downward, depending upon individual imports.^^

Following the delivery of some pleasantries to the four thou-
sand paying customers inside the Corn Palace, the Taft party hur-
ried to the train to complete the one-day tour of the state. As had
Bryan, Taft made stops in Tripp, Yankton, Vermillion, and Elk
Point. Even Lesterville was treated to a glimpse of candidate
Taft. As the train pulled out of Lesterville, the whistles of the
town were blown to alert Yankton that the party was really on its
way. Taft told the crowd at Yankton that he had "lost his voice at
the corn palace and that portions of it were scattered all along the
line from Mitchell."^^ More of his voice left him as the train rolled
on, and by the time Taft arrived in Vermillion, he was "unable to
do more . . . than thank the people for coming."^* After the final
South Dakota appearance at Elk Point, Secretary Taft had ad-
dressed an estimated thirty-five thousand people. Most South
Dakotans could retire to their homes and relax, but the almost
voiceless nominee simply moved on to confront new seas of faces
and barrages of applause in other towns and states.

The arrival of the last presidential candidate in the series of
three was an anticlimax, but Eugene W. Chafin's valiant perfor-
mance won friendly responses from the press. The Wisconsin-
born Chafin, author of several biographies and, at the time of his

31. Mitchell Gazette. 1 Oct. 1908.
32. Mitchell Clarion, 1 Oct. 1908. See also Sioux Falls Daily Press. 30 Sept. 1908.
33. Yankton Press and Dakotan, 30 Sept. 1908.
34. Vermillion Plain Talk, 1 Oct. 1908.
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nomination, superintendent of the Washingtonian Home for In-
ebriates in Chicago, had emerged as a dark-horse candidate at the
Prohibition party's national convention in Columbus, Ohio. Un-
like Bryan and Taft, Chafin lingered in the state. On Tuesday eve-
ning, 29 September, as Taft hastened to exit the state, Chafin
held a lengthy rally in the city auditorium in Sioux Falls. Pre-
ceding his talk, the Sioux Falls band gave a half hour concert, and
George F. ("Fred") Knappen, Prohibition candidate for governor,
spoke. Knappen was cashier of a Brookings bank, but earlier,
while in a similar position in the Sioux Falls Savings Bank, he had
"won the confidence of all business men" in the city.̂ ^

When Chafin took the podium, he declared that prohibition was
the biggest national issue and that the two major parties had no
real issues in their campaigns. In keeping with his party's plat-
form, he went beyond the single issue of prohibition and endorsed
the inheritance tax and other legislation advocated by many re-
formers.^* The audience of men, women, and children, which
"comfortably filled" the main floor of the auditorium, responded
well to Chafin. "Seldom has there been a speaker in Sioux Falls,"
commented the Argus-Leader, "that has held his audience for two
hours as did Mr. Cbafin. Hardly a person left the hall."^^ In
Chafin's case, the public and the newspapers could be cordial
without committing votes.

Candidate Chafin arrived in Mitchell the next day at noon, driv-
ing in by automobile from Alexandria where he had spoken at ten
o'clock. For thirty-five minutes, Chafin spoke in front of the Corn
Palace to a crowd variously estimated from two to three thou-
sand. As on tbe previous two days. Mayor Hitchcock presented
the candidate, who in his opening lines captivated the audience.
"Ladies and gentlemen," Chafin intoned, "there are seven presi-
dential candidates before the country this year, or more properly
speaking six, as one of them is in the penitentiary and another
has been in jail, bu t . . . there are really only three and they may
be classed as follows: Mr. Bryan is the Peerless Leader, Mr. Taft

35. Argus-Leader, 26 Sept. 1908; Sioux Falls Daily Press, 30 Sept. 1908.
36. The Prohibition platform of 321 words advocated graduated income and in-

heritance taxes, postal savings banks, stricter laws on prostitution, uniform mar-
riage and divorce laws, prohibition of child labor, employer liability laws, English-
literacy tests for voting, and conservation of natural resources. Roger C. Storms,
Partisan Prophets: A History of the Prohibition Party, 185J,-}972 (Denver: Na-
tional Prohibition Foundation, 1972), p. 31.

37. Argus-Leader, 30 Sept. 1908.
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is the Fearless Leader and I am the Beerless Leader."'* He then
suggested the congressional inconsistency in banning polygamy
and lotteries while saying that prohibition infringed upon "so
called personal liberty." He continued with the observation that
laws are enforced by "judges, juries and officers and not through
prayer meetings" and that it was therefore appropriate that a po-
litical party should deal with the political issue of prohibition."

Chafin then went into the Corn Palace, where he talked for fif-
teen or twenty minutes about tariffs and trusts. Finally, as a
Yankton reporter wrote, "He requested the people to vote for
him this time, as he promised to never run again for the presiden-
cy, adding that they could vote for Bryan any old time."'"' Then,
like the others, Chafin left Mitchell. He rode an afternoon train to
Woonsocket, where he spoke during an hour's visit. Meeting him
at the depot were Mayor S. A. Ramsey, Democratic candidate for
state's attorney, Mrs. Ramsey, state president of the Woman's
Christian Temperance Union, and others who drove the guest in
an automobile that followed the Woonsocket band to the plat-
form. The Elliott township choir sang prohibition songs, "lending
some very strong aid to the prohibition cause with their excellent
singing."^' Pushing west from Woonsocket, Chafln appeared in
the evening at Wessington Springs. He turned east next day, and
while the train was waiting, the Prohibitionist spoke in Egan.
"Quite a crowd gathered at the depot to hear the distinguished
speaker," wrote a reporter. "School was dismissed so that the
children might listen to the speech.""^ After the Egan speech, the
third presidential candidate left South Dakota.

None of the candidates had had time to stay for the crowning of
the Corn Palace queen on Saturday night, but they had done what

38. Mitchell Gazette, 1 Oct. 1908. Chafin's reference to a candidate being in the
penitentiary was to the original nominee of the Socialist Labor party convention
who was a convicted murderer, hut that gentleman declined to run, and August
Gillhaus, unencumbered by confinement in prison, took up the Socialist Labor
standard. The former inmate of a jail was Eugene V. Debs, Socialist candidate, who
had served time after the Pullman strike of 1894. Morris Hillquit, History of Social-
ism in the United States, 5th ed., rev. (New York: Dover Publications, 1971), p. 286;
Paolo E. Coletta, "Election of 1908," in Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., ed.. History of
American Presidential Elections, 1789-1968, 4 vols. (New York: Chelsea House,
1971), 3:2069 70.

39. Mitchell Daily Republican, 30 Sept. 1908.
40. Yankton Press and Dakotan, 2 Oct, 1908.
41. Sanbom County Herald, 3 Oct. 1908.
42. Argus-Leader, 5 Oct. 1908.
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the boosters of Mitchell had wanted. "Monday and Tuesday the
gate receipts at the Corn Palace were the largest two days of any
year since the festival was started," the Mitchell Gazette proudly
disclosed." The presidential candidates may have gained votes
for themselves as well. Taft, at least, could be happy when the
ballots were counted. Big Bill carried the state as he followed
Theodore Roosevelt as president of the United States.**

43. Mitchell Gazette, 1 Oct. 1908.
44. In the South Dakota voting, which was individually for electors, the top Taft

elector received 67.536 votes, while 66,776 went to the Republican elector with the
lowest tally. Bryan electors received from 39, 919 to 40, 266. Bryan carried only two
counties, Aurora and Brule. Chafiji's electors drew from 3,990 to 4,039 votes.
Brookings County voters cast over 330 votes for each Chafin elector, but in Buffalo
County, not one single vote was cast for any Prohibitionist elector. South Dakota,
Legislative Manual (1911), pp. 418-20.
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