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A Preliminary Guide for
Studying European Ethnic
Groups in South Dakota:

A Bibliographic Essay

GERALD F . DE JONG

John P. Johansen, a rural sociologist at South Dakota State
University, made a plea nearly a half-century ago for the writing
of more historical studies describing immigrant settlements and
their development.' A considerable amount of history dealing
with South Dakota has been written since Johansen made that re-
quest, but much more remains to be done with respect to ethnic
groups. The purpose of this essay, therefore, is to suggest lines of
research that may help to fill some gaps in South Dakota histori-
cal writing. It would be particularly valuable if an enterprising
scholar were to take heart from what has happened in some
neighboring states and write a comprehensive, book-length his-

1. John P. Johansen, Immigrant Settlements and Social Organization in South
Dakota, South Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin, no. 313 (Brook-
ings: South Dakota State College, 1937), pp. 4-5.
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tory of ethnie groups in South Dakota —perhaps even in time for
the 1989 centennial.^

This essay makes no claim to being complete but is selective
and is intended to indicate the kind of material that can prove
useful in looking for information about ethnic groups in South Da-
kota. When possible, the writer personally examined the works
cited; in other instances, he relied on book reviews, reference
works, and correspondence or visits with other interested per-
sons. If two or more works seemed to be of equal significance and
gave virtually the same information, the work having the most
recent publication date was generally selected. The essay con-
cerns itself only with ethnic groups of European ancestry, is lim-
ited to published works, and is confined to those published in the
English language.

Location of the Ethnic Groups
The federal census reports are one of the best means for deter-

mining which ethnic groups are located in South Dakota, where
they are located within the state, and in what numbers. In this es-
say, the census of 1920 was generally used.^ According to the re-
port of that year, the population of South Dakota was 636,547, in-
cluding 82,534 who were foreign-born. Of the latter, 77,353 were

2. Examples of what has been done in neighboring states include Gordon 0,
Hendrickson, Peopling the High Plains: Wyomings European Heritage (Laramie:
Wyoming State Archives, 1977, 206 pages): June Drenning Holmquist, ed.. They
Chose Minnesota: A Survey of the State's Ethnic Groups (St. Paul: Minnesota His-
torical Society Press, 1981, 614 pages); and William C. Sherman, Prairie Mosaic
An Ethnic A tlas of Rural North Dakota (Fargo: North Dakota Institute for Region-
al Studies, 1983, 152 pages).

3. The 1920 census, rather than that of 1910, was used because it includes sever-
al European countries that are not listed in the earlier census. These include Czech-
oslovakia, Poland, and Yugoslavia, all of which were created at the Versailles Con-
ference following World War One. The year 1920, rather than 1930, was chosen
because a significant number of first-generation European-Americans had either
died or had moved out of the state by 1930. This fact becomes evident when one
compares the total number of foreign born whites for these two years: 82,391 and
65,648 respectively. Moreover, the county statistics for 1920 include statistics for
some countries of origin not found in the 1930 census, including Greece, Hungary,
Italy, and Yugoslavia. A recent pamphlet written by James Satterlee, South Dako-
ta Ancestry, 1980, South Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station Update Series
C229, no. 8 (Brookings: South Dakota State University, 1984), contains an informa-
tive set of statistics, based on the 1980 census, giving the population figures of the
major ancestry groups in each county in the state.
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of European birth.* As can be seen from the following statistics,
they came from a variety of ethnic backgrounds:

Austria
Czechoslovakia
Denmark
England
Finland
France
Germany
Greece
Hungary
Ireland
iUly

1,151
2,819
5,983
2,943
1,085

335
15,674

375
585

1.954
413

Luxemburg
Netherlands
Norway
Poland
Russia^
Scotland
Sweden
Switzerland
Wales
Yugoslavia
Other Europe"

480
3,218

16,813
792

11,193
832

8,573
761
346
470
558

The foreign-born who settled in South Dakota tended to locate
among persons of their own ethnic background. With a few excep-
tions, most of these ethnic enclaves were small and existed in
close proximity to other ethnic groups. Note, for example, these

4. U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Fourteenth Census of
the United States, Taken in the Year 1920, 11 vols. (Washington, D.C: Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1922). 3:19, 4749.

5. Although the census lists these people as Russians, the vast majority were
German-Russians.

6. "Other Europe" consists of countries having less than three hundred natives
residing in South Dakota. They range from a low of 1 (Albania) to a high of 251 (Bel-
gium). Also included in this category are people who listed just "Europe" as their
birthplace. All statistics given here are taken from Fourteenth Census, 3:47-48.
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excerpts from a page in Doris Louise Black's history of Grant
County:

In the spring of 1879, a group of families settled upon the north branch
of the Whetstone; it became known as the Holland settlement because it
was settled by Dutch people, many of whom were immigrants direct from
Holland The Whetstone Valley up to 1885 was mostly settled by
Catholics of Irish and German extraction who were thrifty, energetic,
and successful farmers In the eastern part of Adams Township was a
Norwegian settlement; [but] in this Norse atmosphere were to be found
some Americans.... In the adjoining county, "The Hills" sheltered an
Irish settlement. North of the Irish the highlands were settled exclusive
ly by Swedes. There, the [towns] of Stockholm and Strandburg took root.
. . . Further out on the plain. La Bolt became the center of a Scandinavian
community.'

Similar polyglot situations existed in many other counties, mak-
ing the first task of the researcher one of identifying the major lo-
calities in which the various ethnic groups could be found. The
statistics that follow indicate the top ten South Dakota counties
of residence for the foreign-born of each European country as
listed in the published 1920 federal census."

Austria
Brule
Charles Mix
Yankton
Brown
Tripp
Minnehaha
Lawrence
Hutchinson
Day
Meade

England
Lawrence
Minnehaha
Brown
Beadle
Davison
Spink
Yankton
Codington
Fall River
Pennington

82
80
72
59
51
47
45
41
32
30

458
276
158
102
96
94
82
80
76
74

Czechoslovakia
Bon Homme
Charles Mix
Yankton
Gregory
Tripp
Brule
Meltette
Meade
Roberts
Hand

Finland
Hamlin
Lawrence
Brown
Butte
Harding
Brookings
Meade
Perkins
Yankton
Day

651
368
302
243
166
150
57
48
40
40

249
248
235
136
87
22
19
11
11
7

Denmark
Turner
Yankton
Kingsbury
Clay
Minnehaha
Brookings
Moody
Roberts
Charles Mix
Spink

France
Brown
Minnehaha
Brookings
Fall River
Gregory
Lawrence
Beadle
Custer
Grant
Spink

886
464
387
359
341
289
222
171
139
132

29
23
14
14
12
12
11
11
11
10

7. Doris L. Black, History of Grant County, South Dakota, 1861-1937 (Milbank,
S.Dak.: Milbank Herald Advance. 1939), p. 24.

8. Fourteenth Census, 3:953. In those few instances in which two or more coun-
ties were tied for tenth place, only the first county mentioned in the census is
given.
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Germany
Minnehaha 893
Brown 823
Grant 557
Day 516
McCook 515
Spink 509
Turner 507
Beadle 503
Codington 471
Lincoln 437

Ireland
Minnehaha 153
Brown 116
Lawrence 107
Brookings 71
Codington 67
Yankton 65
Clay 63
Davison 62
Pennington 60
Beadle 54

Netherlands
Douglas 495
Charles Mix 332
Bon Homme 270
Minnehaha 211
Brookings 193
Deuel 149
Turner 134
Grant 132
Lincoln 132
Aurora 80

Russia
Hutchinson 1,529
McPherson 1,455
Edmunds 1.201
Walworth 900
Campbell 847
Brown 807
Bon Homme 494
Gregory 434
Turner 421
Corson 224

Greece
Brown
Minnehaha
Beadle
Yankton
Davison
Codington
Pennington
Charles Mix
Walworth
Lawrence

IUly
Lawrence
Minnehaha
Pennington
Butte
Codington
Fall River
Meade
Haakon
Brule
Custer

Norway
Minnehaha
Lincoln
Day
Roberts
Brookings
Yankton
Deuel
Brown
Marshall
Codington

Scotland
Lawrence
Minnehaha
Brown
Moody
Butte
Hand
Clark
Pennington
Codington
Spink

67
54
37
34
28
17
17
13
11
7

262
17
13
10
7
7
7
6
5
5

2,150
1,306
1,151
1,136

842
737
543
521
515
476

61
59
52
48
31
28
26
26
24
23

Hnngary
Marshall
Hutchinson
Day
Walworth
Douglas
Perkins
Brown
Meade
Minnehaha
Roberts

Luxemburg
Hanson
Meade
Aurora
Codington
Minnehaha
Miner
Sanborn
Roberts
Jerauld
Davison

PoUnd
Day
Brown
Roberts
Hutchinson
Minnehaha
Yankton
Grant
Bon Homme
Codington
Beadle

Sweden
Minnehaha
Union
Roberts
Clay
Grant
Brown
Day
Lincoln
Marshall
Lawrence

112
75
69
55
29
28
26
13
12
11

48
46
43
41
37
32
23
18
IS
11

163
61
54
48
48
29
23
18
18
16

830
482
470
469
414
812
312
305
279
267
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Switzerland
Yankton
Hand
Lake
Minnehaha
Brown
Lincoln
Meade
Beadle
Eloberts
Codin^on

126
45
39
34
32
32
29
21
21
19

Wales
Brown
Edmunds
Lawrence
Lake
Marshall
Miner
Minnehaha
Yankton
Hand
Beadle

53
49
18
16
16
14
13
12
9
7

Yugoslavia
Lawrence
Charles Mix
Lake
Marshalt
Brown
Corson
Fall River
Minnehaha
Hyde
Beadle

227
28
20
20
15
14
13
12
9
8

County and Community Histories
Local histories can serve as an important source of information

about ethnic groups, and it is fortunate that a profusion of these
has appeared in recent years. Many counties and communities
have recently celebrated their centennial anniversaries, and they
have observed those events by compiling local histories. The ap-
pearance of such studies has also been encouraged by the availa-
bility of grant money to help defray costs. Likewise, several pub-
lishing companies, urged on by the profit motive, have taken it
upon themselves to issue local histories. No doubt in the hope of
increasing sales, many of these books have been given colorful
titles. Note, for example, tbe following and tbe counties they con-
cern: Pioneer Footprints (Butte County), Echoes thru the Valley
(Meade County), Sunshine and Sagebrush (Fall River County),
Bring on the Pioneers! (Hand County), Our Yesterdays (Custer
County), and Taming the Plains (Corson County). Unless such
works also carry a subtitle, the researcher has no way of know-
ing, basing his information on the title, that tbe book is concerned
with tbe history of a particular county.

The value of county histories varies in terms of the amount of
information they contain and the ease with which that informa-
tion can be found. Among the best are those in which professional
historians have participated in the compilation. A model in tbis
respect is the History of Clay County, South Dakota {Vermillion,
S.Dak.: Clay County Historical Society, 1976, 295 pages) by Her-
bert Schell, who bas devoted a lifetime of study to Soutb Dakota
state and local history.

A few county histories have sections devoted specifically to the
subject of ethnic groups. Thus, Brown County History, 1980
(Aberdeen, S.Dak.: Brown County Museum & Historical Society,
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1980, 594 pages) has a chapter, albeit a short one, entitled "Ethnic
Influences" (pp. 337-44). Similarly, the recent study by Robert F.
Karolevitz, Douglas County: "The Little Giant" (Armour, S.Dak.:
Douglas County Historical Society, 1983,198 pages), has a section
called "The Dutch Connection" (pp. 31-40). Generally, however, in-
formation on ethnic groups has to be "dug out," which is not
always an easy task, especially if the work is not indexed. Fortu-
nately, the contents of many county histories are topically ar-
ranged, and once the researcher catches on to the arrangement,
the finding of information is somewhat facilitated.

Important topical headings to look for are those dealing with
townships and towns. There are a number of clearly defined
ethnic enclaves in South Dakota, such as the Czechs at Tabor, the
Dutch at New Holland, the Danes at Viborg, and the Welsh at
Powell, to mention a few. When the researcher becomes aware of
the location of such communities, the task of finding information
about them in the appropriate county histories is obviously much
easier.

The descriptions of individual communities found in the county
histories are necessarily brief, but the information can frequently
be supplemented by other monographs. As has been mentioned,
many South Dakota towns have also celebrated centennials in re-
cent years, and these events have often resulted in the publica-
tion of historical studies that may include information on ethnic
gfroups. Among the many such works, the following, all compiled
by special centennial committees, can be cited as typical exam-
ples: Hay Country History: A Story of the Pioneers of the Gay-
ville and Meckling, South Dakota Area (n.p., ca. 1972, 111 pages),
which contains information on early Norwegian settlements;
Freeman Facts—Freeman Fiction (Freeman, S.Dak.: Freeman
Centennial Steering Committee, 1979, 592 pages), which has con-
siderable information on the so-called German-Russians; and A
Tale of Three Cities: Marion^ Monroe, Dolton (Marion, S.Dak.:
Centennial Book Committee, 1979, 723 pages), which can shed
light on three ethnic groups, namely, the East Frisians, the
German-Russians, and the Dutch.

Communities have not always waited, of course, for centennials
in order to publish histories, but have done so on other "birth-
days" as well. Thus, Eureka, on its fiftieth anniversary, issued
Eureka, 1887-1937 (Eureka, S.Dak.: Eureka Golden Jubilee Or-
ganization, 1937, 287 pages), which was edited by the Federal
Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration. The
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work contains material on the German-Russians who settled in
the Eureka area in large numbers. Similarly, Lennox, on its sixti-
eth anniversary, published Lennox 60th Anniversary Edition,
2879-1939 ([Lennox, S.Dak.: Publicity Committee, 1939], 192
pages), a study that provides information on the Dutch and Low
Germans. Both groups began settling around Lennox in the 1870s
and continued to arrive for a number of years thereafter.

Works that carry early publication dates have the advantage of
having been compiled at a time when the unique ethnic make-up

Gerrrin •• immigrants settled
the EureKa, South Dakota, area.

of the community was still much in evidence. Moreover, many of
the original settlers might still have been alive to reminisce
about the past. It should also be noted that although earlier his-
tories may not be as lengthy as many of the recent publications,
they are not necessarily brief. The Eureka account mentioned
above, for example, totals 287 pages, while the one on Lennox
contains 192 pages.

The inclusion of family histories has become a common feature
of many recently published local histories. Indeed, it is not un-
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common for family histories to comprise a large part of such
works. Thus, to cite a few examples from county histories (similar
examples could be given for town histories), 233 pages of a
512-page history of Clark County are so constituted, as are 337
pages of a 524-page account dealing with Bennett County and 345
pages of a 450-page history of Hamlin County. The inclusion of
family histories is due, no doubt, to a desire to make the books as
popular as possible and to increase sales; but whatever the rea-
sons, they can be a boon to anyone interested in learning about
ethnic groups. By knowing some of the family names of a particu-
lar ethnic group residing in a certain county or community, the
researcher may uncover information about that group as a whole.
In this respect, a knowledge of the ethnic roots of surnames can
prove useful, and several books on this subject have appeared in
print. Among the better ones are Flora Haines Loughead, Dic-
tionary of Given Names, with Origins and Meanings, second edi-
tion (Glendale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark, 1981, 248 pages), and Els-
don G. Smith, New Dictionary of American Family Names (New
York: Harper & Row, 1973, 570 pages).

In looking for county and community histories, one should not
overlook some of the master's theses that have been written at
the two state universities. Because of the thoroughness with
which many of these have been researched, they can provide in-
formation difficult to find elsewhere. A case in point is "The His-
tory of Lead, South Dakota, 1876-1900" by Joseph H. Cash (Uni-
versity of South Dakota, 1949,148 pages; also published in South
Dakota Historical Collections 34 [l968], pages 33-141). Various
ethnic groups are mentioned throughout this thesis, but there is

The Mathiesen brothers, who were Norwegian
immigrants, settled in Hamlin County in 1879.
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also a special chapter entitled "Representative Nationalities" in
which some little-known groups are discussed, including Irish,
Italians, Croatians, Finns, and Cornish.

Some of the earlier theses also have an advantage in that they
contain material based on personal interviews with individuals
whose recollections reach back many decades. For example, John
Olson, in writing his thesis entitled "The Settlement of Day Coun-
ty, South Dakota" (University of South Dakota, 1918, 65 pages),
acquired nearly all his information from personal interviews with
more than forty residents of the county, many of them "old-
timers." Lou-Ella Miles followed a similar method in obtaining in-
formation for "The Settlement of Spink County, 1879-1896" (Uni-
versity of South Dakota, 1917, 41 pages). She made use of a
twenty-six-point questionnaire, to which ninety-six early settlers
responded.

In concluding this section on county and community histories,
notice must be taken of a publication that greatly facilitates the
task of determining what local studies exist for the state. Enti-
tled County and Community: A Bibliography of South DakotaLo-
cal Histories (Mitchell, S.Dak.: By the Authors, 1979, 80 pages)
and compiled by Lesta Van Der Wert Turchen and James D.
McLaird, it lists and annotates over three hundred works. To
keep readers up to date on current publications. South Dakota
History recently began carrying a section entitled "South Dakota
Book Notes." Its value can easily be seen in the Winter 1982 is-
sue, which lists, with brief annotations, four county and six town
histories.

Church Histories
Another worthwhile topical heading to keep in mind while

searching through county and community histories for informa-
tion on ethnic groups is that dealing with churches. As explained
by John P. Johansen. the rural sociologist at South Dakota State
University who did considerable work on ethnic groups a few de-
cades ago, the churches "represent the most evident embodiment
of the immigrant heritage." He added that about one-half of all
churches in the state were founded by immigrants.^ Many of
these churches retained their ethnic overtones for many years.
According to W. F. Kumlien, a colleague of Johansen's, the close

9. Johansen, Immigrant Settlements, p. 5.
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Hmî'Ster = vBruss
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Marion, S. Dak.
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Immigrants founded about one-half of South Dakota's
churches. The Catholic church in Tabor (above) was built by

Czech immigrants, about 1880. In 1903, a church in Marion
still sent Easter greetings in German /opposite pagel.

relationship between denominational preference and ethnic back-
ground was still distinct in 1936.'" These comments are the more
remarkable when it is realized that there were over two thousand
churches in the state at that time.

The accounts of local congregations found in county and town
histories are brief, but these, too, can often be supplemented by
monographs. Particularly numerous are books issued to commem-
orate major church anniversaries. As is true throughout this es-
say, space permits mention of only a few representative works.
For the Norwegians in the southeastern corner of the state, there
is Chosen to Proclaim, 1864-1964, which covers the history of four
congregations of Norwegian background: Bergen, Vangen, Gay-

10. Wendell F, Kumlien, Basic Trends of Social Change in South Dakota: Reli-
gious Organization, South Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin, no.
348 (Brookings: South Dakota State University, 1941), pp. 9-12.
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ville, and Meckiing. Information on a congregation whose ethnic
roots are Swiss-German (by way of Russia) can be found in The
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary of the Salem-Zion Mennonite Church
of Freeman, South Dakota, 1880-1955. Contrary to popular opin-
ion, not all Scandinavian-Americans associated with Lutheran
churches. An account of a Swedish congregation in Lincoln Coun-
ty that was a part of the Evangelical Free church is found in Dia-
mond Years: The History of Brooklyn Church from 1882-1957,
written by Wallace S. Johnson, For a Swedish Baptist congrega-
tion in Clay County, there is Historical Sketch: Dalesburg Baptist
Church, 1871-1971, compiled by Alden Lundquist and others.

In addition to anniversary publications, information on individ-
ual congregations can be found occasionally in South Dakota His-
torical Collections. Thus, an article by Mary A. Schmidt, "History
of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church at Swan Lake, South Dako-
ta," in volume 14 (1928), pages 553-62, is worthy of attention be-
cause of the large Danish element found in that congregation. In
this same volume is an article by Hans A. Ustrud, "A Brief His-
tory of Nidaros Lutheran Congregation," pages 563-78. describ-
ing a Norwegian congregation organized in Minnehaha County in
1868.

While histories of individual congregations can shed light on
the religious beliefs and practices of particular ethnic groups at
the local level, denominational histories can do the same at the
state level. Two recent studies can illustrate this. The first is His-
tory of the United Church of Christ in South Dakota, 1869-1976,
edited by Edward C. Ehrensperger (n.p.: United Church of Christ
in South Dakota, 1977, 308 pages). The United Church of Christ,
created in 1963, is the end result of mergers going back several
decades. Some of the denominations that participated in these
mergers, such as the Reformed Church in the United States, were
German in their origins. A more recently published work is Prai-
rie Faith, Pioneering People: A History of the Lutheran Church
in South Dakota, edited by Donald J. Sneen ([Sioux Falls, S.Dak.]:
South Dakota District, American Lutheran Church, 1981, 267
pages). Its value to anyone interested in ethnic studies is borne
out in the titles of the first three chapters, all of which are
lengthy and well documented: "Life in the New Land —The Scan-
dinavian Experience (1859-1889)"; "Life in the New Land —The
German Experience (1874-1889)"; and "The Ethnic Consciousness
Era (1889-1920)." South Dakota Historical Collections has also
carried occasional articles about denominations in the state, in-
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eluding "The Hutterian Brethren" by Norman Thomas in volume
25 (1950), pages 265-99, and "A Century of Mennonites in Dakota;
A Segment of the German-Russians" by John D. Unruh in volume
36 (1972), pages 1-142. Unruh privately printed his article as a
paperback as well.

Two studies compiled by Donald Dean Parker, former head of
the History Department at South Dakota State University, are
useful as general histories of religion in South Dakota. The first.
Founding the Church in South Dakota ([Brookings: South Dakota
State College], 1962, 141 pages), covers the subject to about 1890
and contains numerous references to ethnic groups. The second.
Denominational Histories of South Dakota ([Brookings; South Da-
kota State University], 1964, 278 pages), is an edited collection of
brief histories of more than thirty denominations.

A few master's theses written at the University of South Dako-
ta that deal with the history of particular denominations at the
state level also contain information on ethnic groups. Thus, Ed-
win P. Graber's "Social Change in a Sectarian Community" (1933,
96 pages) is a study of social change in the Swiss-German Mennon-
ite community of East Freeman. Among the changes examined,
chapter by chapter, are those concerned with economics, educa-
tion, family life, leisure time, religion, and social control. The
value of the study is enhanced by the fact that much of it is based
on personal interviews with members of the younger generation
and with some of the original pioneers who settled the commu-
nity. The thesis by George W. Heeringa, "The Christian Re-
formed Church in South Dakota" (1955, 108 pages), sheds consid-
erable light on the Dutch because, even today, many of the
church's members are of that ethnic background. Wilma I. Knoll's
thesis, "The History of the Hutterites of South Dakota" (1963, 74
pages), describes the early settlement of the Hutterites in the
state and various aspects of their communal life. An overall study
of early religious life in the state is Cornelia B. Kennedy's "Or-
ganized Religion in South Dakota before 1900" (1932, 59 pages).

Occasionally, a doctoral dissertation from an out-of-state insti-
tution may appear that will have a bearing on ethnic groups in
South Dakota. In the area of religious history, for example, "The
Development of Congregationalism in South Dakota, 1868-1928"
(Chicago Theological Seminary, 1937, 207 pages) by Horace W.
Parsons has a chapter on German Congregational churches. Also
in the area of religious history is Sister M. Claudia Duratschek's
The Beginnings of Catholicism in South Dakota: A Dissertation
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(Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 1943,
271 pages), which contains many references to ethnic groups and
has a sixteen-page "Bibliographical Comment."

Even denominational histories written at tbe national level
may contain pertinent information. George J. Eisenach's study, A
History of the German Congregational Churches in the United
States (Yankton, S.Dak.: Pioneer Press, 1938,315 pages), lists and
describes twenty-nine sucb churches in South Dakota. Similarly,
Seventy-Five Years of Danish Baptist General Missionary Work
in America, published by the Danish Baptist General Conference
of America (Philadelphia, 1931,304 pages), contains numerous ref-
erences to Danish congregations and preachers in the state. For
the Finns, belpful information can be found in The Faith of the
Finns: Historical Perspectives on the Finnish Lutheran Church
in America, edited by Ralph J. Jalkanen (East Lansing: Michigan
State University Press, 1972, 360 pages).

In an examination of church histories as sources of information
on South Dakota's European ethnic heritage, the Hutterites oc-
cupy a unique position. Wilma Knoll's master's thesis at the Uni-
versity of South Dakota, which bas already been mentioned,
gives a general account of the group. Anyone interested in pursu-
ing the subject more deeply, however, is referred to Marvin P.
Riley's The Hutterite Brethren^- An Annotated Bibliography with
Special Reference to South Dakota Hutterite Colonies, South Da-
kota Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin, no. 529 (Brook-
ings: Soutb Dakota State University, 1965,188 pages). This study,
which Riley is in the process of updating, lists more than three
hundred works (most of which have detailed annotations), ar-
ranged under sixteen major headings with numerous cross refer-
ences.

Secondary Works Written at the State Level
The most complete study of ethnic groups in South Dakota is

brief and was written nearly a half-century ago. It is John P.
Johansen's Immigrant Settlejnents and Social Organization in
South Dakota, South Dakota Agricultural Experiment Station
Bulletin, no. 313 (Brookings: South Dakota State College, 1937, 63
pages). Topics covered in Johansen's study include tbe formation
and location of immigrant settlements; the pattern of settlement
from east to west; the social, cultural, and religious bonds within
the settlements tbat tended to create a pluralistic society; and.
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conversely, the process of assimilation. Although Johansen's
work remains the most comprehensive study of the subject, it de-
votes a meaningful amount of space to only five groups — the Nor-
wegians, Swedes, Danes, Czechs, and German-Russians —and
makes little more than passing references to others.

As a supplement to the above, there is a related study by
Johansen that was published in 1936 under the same auspices.
Entitled Immigrants and Their Children in South Dakota (Bulle-
tin no. 302,1936, 47 pages), it is primarily a collection of statistics,
tables, and charts, with some analysis. It lists (for different time
periods) the countries from which the immigrants came, their
numbers, the peak years of immigration, age and sex distribution,
family size, the rural-urban ratio, and the mother tongue.

Secondary sources dealing exclusively with single ethnic
groups in the state vary in number. For some, such as the Czechs,
the Scandinavians, and the German-Russians, the studies are
quite numerous; for others, such as the Irish, the Greeks, and the
Finns, virtually nothing exists. For the first group, the bibliogra-
pher has to be highly selective in citing sources. For the latter
group, the researcher will have to seek information in local his-
tories, as previously described, and rely on secondary sources
written at the regional and national levels and on general refer-
ence works.

A book-length study that deals with the Czechs in the state as a
whole is Joseph A. Dvorak's Memorial Booh History of the
Czechs in the State of South Dakota, translated by Laddie E. Kos-
tel (Tabor, S.Dak.: Czech Heritage Preservation Society, 1980,
189 pages). The original version, written in Czech, appeared in
1920. The author emigrated to America from Bohemia with his
parents in 1885 at age six. After residing in various places, he
took up residence in Tabor, South Dakota, where he and his wife,
Anna Riha, edited a bilingual Czech-and-English newspaper for
forty-five years. A less detailed study is "History of the Early
Czech Settlements in South Dakota" by Paul F. Vondracek (Mas-
ter's thesis. University of South Dakota, 1963, 75 pages). Despite
the use of the word "Early" in the title, the thesis covers the
story to the end of the Second World War.

Book-length studies of other individual groups that cover the
state as a whole are rare. With a few exceptions, one must rely on
article-length accounts or on studies that are confined to a partic-
ular period of time or part of the state. This is even true of the
Scandinavians, despite their large numbers. A brief account of
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this group, but one that covers only about the first decade of set-
tlement, is G. Bie Ravndal's "The Scandinavian Pioneers of South
Dakota," South Dakota Historical Collections 12 (1924), pages
297-330.

The best study on the Norwegians during the early period is
Peter J. Ristuben's "History of the Early Norwegian Settlements
in Southeastern South Dakota" (Master's thesis. University of
South Dakota, 1957, 92 pages). It is concerned with three south-
eastern counties —Clay, Union, and Yankton —and is confined
almost entirely to the period from the first settlement to about
1890. It is based on careful research from many sources, but espe-
cially newspapers and personal interviews. An example of
studies of Norwegians in specific communities is The Immi-
grants' Trek by Gustav 0. Sandro (Hendricks, Minn.: By the Au-
thor, 1929, 47 pages), which describes the Norwegian settlement
known as Lake Hendricks Colony in Brookings County from 1873
to 1881. Another example is Pioneer History: Minnehaha
County's Norwegian Pioneers History from the Year 1866 to
1896, edited by Iver I. Oien and others and translated from the

Descendants of Czech immigrants in Tabor, South
Dakota, keep their heritage alive, making Czech breads

and pastries for the annual Czech Days celebration.
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Norwegian edition of 1928 by Emily Brende Sittig and Clara
Brende Christenson (Sioux Falls, S.Dak.: Minnehaha County's
Norwegian Pioneer Organization, 1976, 595 pages).

For the Swedes in the state, as with the Norwegians, one must
rely on either period studies or works that deal with a limited
part of the state. Two examples must suffice. E. G. Trotzig's
"Early Swedish Settlements in the Dakota Territory," which ap-
peared in Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly (April 1977),
pages 106-17, covers about a decade of time, beginning with the
arrival of the first Swedish settlers in 1867. August Peterson's
History of the Swedes Who Settled in Clay County, South Dakota

The members of a Swedish settlement in Hugh' •
County are gathered for a church servicn.

Ole Westlund is holding the team.

and Their Biographies (n.p.: Swedish Pioneer and Historical Soci-
ety of Clay County, 1947, 383 pages) comprises a collection of 223
brief biographies of the persons (and their immediate families)
who constituted the first Swedish settlers in Clay County and of a
few others who arrived and settled in the county soon after.

For the Danes, there are more state-wide histories, but the
works are brief. Thomas P. Christensen's "The Danes in South
Dakota," South Dakota Historical Collections 14 (1928), pages
539-52, describes the location of the major Danish settlements in
the state and provides general remarks about their social and re-
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ligious life. Somewhat similar is Olga S. Olsen's "An Historical
Study of the Danish Immigrants in South Dakota" (Master's
thesis. University of South Dakota, 1940, 44 pages). Its four chap-
ters cover the following topics: background to emigration, major
settlements, religious life, and pioneer life.

In view of the interesting past of the so-called German-Rus-
sians, including their life in and emigration from Russia and the
unique religious life of many of them yet today, it is not surpris-
ing that they have received more attention than any group in the
state. A major general study is The Black Sea Germans in the Da-
kotas by George Rath (n.p.: By the Author, 1977, 436 pages). The
book is divided into three parts. Part one, which constitutes near-
ly one-half of the book, is concerned with South Dakota; part two
deals with North Dakota; and the last part, entitled "Religious
and Cultural Aspects," primarily covers religion, education, and
the press. Maps, notes, and a bibliography enhance the value of
the study. Covering a more limited area of the state is Richard J.
Thomas's "The German Russian Experience in Southeastern
South Dakota" (Master's thesis. University of South Dakota,
1980, 175 pages).

Other monographs on the German-Russians are listed in the
bibliographies of the above studies and in other sections of this
essay. It should be noted, though, that, contrary to popular opin-
ion, not all so-called German-Russians had their ancestral roots in
Germany; a significant number were German-speaking people of
Swiss origin. Like the German-Russians, these "Swiss from Rus-
sia" have not been overlooked. Thus, ̂ / ierFî/iî/ Fears by John J.
Gering (Freeman, S.Dak.: Pine Hill Printery, 1924, 58 pages) is a
commemorative history of the Swiss-German Mennonites from
Russia who settled in South Dakota in 1874. A recent and more
detailed study is The Swiss-Germans in South Dakota (From Vol
hynia to Dakota TerritoryK 187Jt-197Jt, issued by the Swiss-Ger-
man Centennial Committee (1974, 220 pages).

According to the federal census of 1920, the "German-Ger-
mans," that is, persons born in Germany, made up the second
largest element among the foreign-born in South Dakota (after
the Norwegians). It is difficult, however, to find monographs deal-
ing specifically with this group at the state level. Darrell R. Saw-
yer's "Anti-German Sentiment in South Dakota during World
War I" (Master's thesis. University of South Dakota, 1974, 141
pages; also published in South Dakota Historical Collections 38
[1976], pages 439-514) contains no mention of specific "German-
German" communities. If his bibliography is any indication of the
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published secondary sources that exist, the subject of South Da-
kota's foreign-born Germans is one that has been grossly over-
looked.

Surprisingly enough, the Dutch, despite their small numbers,
have received better coverage at the state level than the far more
numerous Germans. For the early period, there is "A History of
Dutch Settlement in South Dakota to 1900" by Nelson Nieuwen-
huis (Master's thesis. University of South Dakota, 1948,75 pages).
A supplement to this is Gerald De Jong's "The Coming of the
Dutch to the Dakotas," Soutk Dakota History 5 (Winter 1974),
pages 20-51. It is also surprising, in view of the small number of
Irish in the state, to find an article about them written at the
state level. Unfortunately, however, "Fenians in Dakota" by
Doane Robinson, Soutk Dakota Historical Collections 6 (1912),
pages 117-30, is too narrow in scope to tell the researcher any-
thing about the role the Irish played in tbe state as a whole.

Secondary Works Written at the Regional
and National Levels

In some instances, book-length secondary works written at the
regional and national levels can prove helpful because members
of the same national stock frequently follow similar cultural pat-
terns regardless of which state they live in. Moreover, these
studies usually contain bibliographies that can serve as points of
departure in seeking information about a particular group at the
local or state level. Also, it is not uncommon for works written at
the national level to contain information dealing with develop-
ments in particular states, and sometimes the information is ex-
tensive. For example, In Quest of Free Land, by Adolph Schock
(San Jose, Calif.: San Jose State College, 1964, 192 pages), con-
tains considerable information on the situation in South Dakota.
Although Schock's book is a general history of the emigration of
the German-Russians and their experiences in America, the last
three chapters are entitled "The Black Sea Colonists in the Dako-
tas" (pp. 115-38), "Life on Farm and Village in Dakota" (pp.
139-71), and "Dakota Life in Transition" (pp. 172-85).

In recent years, several neighboring states have published
comprehensive works describing their ethnic settlements. An ex-
amination of these volumes can shed some light on South
Dakota's ethnic groups. The studies include They Chose Minne-
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sota: A Survey of the State's Ethnic Groups, edited by June
Drenning Holmquist {St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society
Press, 1981, 614 pages); Peopling the High Plains: Wyoming's Eu-
ropean Heritage, edited by Gordon 0. Hendrickson (Cheyenne:
Wyoming State Archives & Historical Department, 1977, 206
pages); Broken Hoops and Plains People, by Paul A. Olson and
others (Lincoln; Nebraska Curriculum Development Center, 1976,
438 pages); and Prairie Mosaic: An Ethnic Atlas of Rural North
Dakota, written by William C. Sherman (Fargo: North Dakota In-
stitute for Regional Studies, 1983, 152 pages).

Several worthwhile studies of a regional nature have also ap-
peared. A brief survey covering the area around South Dakota is
Frederick C. Luebke's "Ethnic Group Settlement on the Great
Plains," Western Historical Quarterly 8 (October 1977), pages
405-30. A more detailed study, edited by Luebke, is Ethnicity on
the Great Plains (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1980,
237 pages). Several of the twelve essays in this work bear directly

Immigrant movement across the American plains
was the subject of this engraving in an illustrated

German newspaper. The caption reads, "The North
American Prairie (South Dakota) with immigrant camp. "
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on South Dakota's ethnic heritage, including "Plainsmen of Three
Continents: Volga German Adaptation to Steppe, Prairie, and
Pampa" by Timothy J. Kloberdanz (pp. 54-72); "Prairie Bound: Mi-
gration Patterns to a Swedish Settlement on the Dakota Fron-
tier" by Robert C. Ostergren (pp. 73-91); and "Czech-American
Freethinkers on the Great Plains, 1871-1914" by Bruce M. Garver
(pp. 147-69). A carefully documented study of the demise and ac-
culturation of native and immigrant tongues spoken on the Great
Plains is Languages in Conflict: Linguistic Acculturation on the
Great Plains, edited by Paul Schach (Lincoln: University of Ne-
braska Press, 1980, 186 pages). The languages investigated in-
clude Czech, Danish, German, Hungarian, Lakota, Norwegian,
Spanish, and Swedish.

In turning to secondary works written at the national level, at-
tention will be directed first to those which are multi-national in
nature, that is, book-length studies that cover several ethnic
groups. A pioneering work in this respect has been Carl Wittke's
We Who Built America: The Saga of the Immigrant, revised edi-
tion (Cleveland: Press of Case Western Reserve University, 1967,
550 pages). First appearing in 1939, Wittke's work continues to be
one of the best introductory studies on immigration and ethnic
groups. A well-written, more recent survey of most of the essen-
tial aspects of ethnicity is Maxine Seller's To Seek America: A
History of Ethnic Life in the United States (Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: J. S. Ozer, 1977, 328 pages). The procedure followed in this
book is thematic, with chapters not on ethnic groups per se but on
ethnic institutions and practices, including family life, the ethnic
press, and assimilation and pluralism. Although there are no ref-
erences in the text, there is a twenty-four-page bibliographical
essay. Two other valuable studies are Natives and Strangers:
Ethnic Groups and the Building of America by Leonard Dinner-
stein and others (New York: Oxford University Press, 1979, 333
pages) and The Ethnic Dimension in American History by James
Stuart Olson (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1979, 440 pages).

The above works cover the period from colonial times to the
present. For the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
(the period of greatest concern for South Dakota), Philip Taylor's
The Distant Magnet: European Emigration to the U. S. A. (New
York: Harper & Row, 1971, 326 pages) is very popular. A well-
researched, heavily documented study covering the period from
1830 to 1930, Taylor's account is supplemented by numerous
charts, diagrams, maps, and photographs and a twenty-seven-
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page bibliography. Covering an even more narrow period of time
is the recent study by Alan M. Kraut, The Huddled Masses: The
Immigrant in American Society, 1880-1921 (Arlington Heights,
111.; Harlan Davidson, 1982,212 pages). It includes the standard in-
formation found in similar works: reasons for emigrating, experi-
ences en route and on arrival at their destination, assimilation
and pluralism, and nativism. Although the book contains no
notes, it does have an eighteen-page bibliographical essay.

A multi-ethnic study of a different kind is The Ethnic Dimen-
sion in American Society, edited by Salvatore J. LaGumina and
Frank J. Cavaioli (Boston: Holbrook Press, 1974, 364 pages). It
consists primarily of readings, with occasional narrative inserted
by the editors. Concentrating on the post-Civil-War period, it
treats ethnic groups on a regional basis according to their roots,
e.g., northwestern Europeans (Scandinavians, Irish, Dutch, Ger-
mans, and English), Mediterranean peoples (Italians, Greeks, and
Portuguese), and so forth. Each section has its own bibliography.

Along with multi-national studies, a variety of works have been
written at the national level that deal with single ethnic groups.
A general introduction to the Scandinavians (who could also be
considered a multi-national group) is Kendric Charles Babcock's
The Scandinavian Element in the United States (Urbana: Univer-
sity of Illinois Press, 1914,223 pages). A more recent study is The
Scandinavian Presence in North America, edited by Erik J. Friis
(New York: Harpers, 1976, 266 pages), consisting of a number of
formal papers and discussions presented at a seminar held at the
University of Minnesota in 1973.

The most numerous of the Scandinavians in South Dakota are
the Norwegians. An old but still worthwhile study is that by Olaf
M. NovMe, History of the Norwegian People I'mylmenea (Minneap-
olis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1925, 602 pages). After a brief
survey of the Viking and American colonial periods, the work is
divided into three main periods: 1815-1860, 1860-1890, and
1890-1925. Each section discusses the following topics: historic
background, immigration, settlements, churches, education, and
publications. The last section also covers occupations and socie-
ties. A fifty-eight-page index makes it easy to find information. A
more recent publication is Arlow W. Andersen's The Norwegian-
Americans (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1975, 274 pages). Like
other publications in Twayne's Immigrant Heritage of America
Series, Andersen's work contains numerous notes (thirty pages)
and a bibliography (eleven pages).
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For the Swedes, there is Americans from Sweden by Adolph B.
Benson and Naboth Hedin (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, 1950,
448 pages). The authors divide their discussion into four parts:
"Historical Background," "Religious Life," "Denominational Edu-
cation," and "American Activities." The parts are in turn divided
into chapters, each of which has its own bibliography. A brief but
careful study of the Danes is The Danish-American Immigrant:
Phases of His Religion and Culture by Johannes Knudsen and
Enok Mortensen (Des Moines, Iowa: n.p., 1950, 43 pages). Because
life styles of the immigrants in the Old World often affected their
way of life in the New World, a valuable work with respect to the
Danes is Flight to America: The Social Background of 300,000
Danish Emigrants by Kristian Hvidt (New York: Academic
Press, 1975, 214 pages). The author, who is head librarian of the
Danish Parliamentary Library in Copenhagen, relied heavily on
computer-processed data drawn from tens of thousands of official
records. For the Finns, there is The Finns in North America: A
Social Symposium, edited by Ralph J. Jalkanen (Lansing: Michi-
gan State University Press for Suomi College, 1969, 224 pages).
Following a brief history of Finland and the reasons for emigra-
tion, this book presents chapters on the Finnish-American press,
the study of the Finnish language, Suomi College and Seminary,
religion, social problems, and assimilation. Another worthwhile
study on the Finns is Arthur William Hoglund's Finnish Immi-
grants in America, 1880-1920 (Madison: University of Wisconsin
Press, 1960. 213 pages).

After the Norwegians, persons born in Germany made up the
largest foreign-born element in South Dakota, according to the
1920 census. Although little has been written about this group at
the state level, it has received broad treatment at the national
level. An older but still valuable study, despite some occasional
chauvinism, is Albert Faust's The German Element in the United
States, two volumes (New York: Steuben Society, 1927; reprint
ed.. New York: Arno Press, 1969). More recent studies include
Richard O'Connor's The German-Americans: An Informal His-
tory (New York: Little, Brown, 1968,484 pages), which, despite its
length, is a popularly written account; Robert Henry Billig-
meier's Americans from Germany: A Study in Cultural Diversity
(Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth Publishing, 1974, 189 pages); and
LaVern J. Rippley's The German-Americans (Boston: Twayne
Publishers, 1976, 271 pages).

Most general studies on the German-Americans include materi-
al on the Russian-Germans. Rippley's work, for example, contains
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a chapter about this unique group arid makes numerous other ref-
erences to them elsewhere in the text. An excellent study that
deals exclusively with the Russian-Germans is Richard Sallet's
Russian-German Settlements in the United States, translated by
LaVern J. Rippley and Armand Bauer (Fargo; North Dakota In-
stitute for Regional Studies, 1974, 207 pages). It was originally
published in German in 1931. The translators and others who
read the manuscript before it was submitted for publication add-

In June 1909, the German Baptist Dakota Conference held its
founding meeting at Johannestal Baptist Church in McPherson

County. The members of this conference came from churches
in both North and South Dakota.

ed copious notes. Also added were numerous maps, tables, and
photographs and an essay on "Prairie Architecture of the Rus-
sian-German Settlers" by William C. Sherman (pp. 185-94).

Two general works on the Czechs in the United States are
Thomas Capek, The Czechs iBohem,iüns] in America: A Study of
Their National, Cultural, Political. Social, Economic, and Reli-
gious Life (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1920, 294 pages; reprint
ed.. New York: Arno Press, 1969), and Joseph Chada, The Czechs
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in the United States (Ann Arbor, Mich.: SVU Press, 1981, 292
pages). The subtitle is the key to the contents of Capek's study,
which for many years was the standard work. It is footnoted and
contains more than seventy full-page photographs. Chada's work
is based on considerable research and the author's own experi-
ences as a participant in Czech-American activities since 1930. It
is heavily footnoted (there are forty-nine pages of notes), and it
contains a select bibliography of more than three hundred works,
about one-third of which are in the Czech language. Its chief
drawback is the lack of an index.

Countries in Europe with which the Czechs had close relations,
sometimes bitter ones, are Austria and Hungary. For information
about hyphenated Americans from Austria, see Ernest Wilder
Spaulding's The Quiet Invaders: The Story of the Austrian Im-
pact upon America (Wienna: Österreichischer Bundesverlag, 1968,
324 pages). Information about Hungarian-Americans can be found
in Emil Lengyel's Americans from Hungary (Philadelphia: J. B.
Lippincott, 1948, 319 pages; reprint ed., Westport, Conn.: Green-
wood Press, 1974). Lengyel's work is a popular account, while
each of Spaulding's twenty-three chapters is extensively foot-
noted.

Other Slavic groups whose roots are in the area close to Czech-
oslovakia are covered in George J. Prpic's South Slavic Immigra-
tion to America (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1978,302 pages). Ac-
cording to the author, the South Slavs are made up of the Bulgari-
ans, Croatians, Macedonians, Montenegrins, Serbs, and Sloveni-
ans—six nationalities that today inhabit Yugoslavia and Bulgar-
ia. By and large, the six groups are treated separately. The value
of Prpic's work is enhanced by twenty-four pages of notes and a
seventeen-page selected bibliography. An earlier study covering
many of these same groups is Gerald Govorchin's Americans
from Yugoslavia (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1961,
352 pages). For the Poles, there is the exhaustive study by Joseph
A. Wytrwal, Behold! The Polish-Americans (Detroit: Endurance
Press, 1977, 667 pages), which, along with maps, contains notes
and a fifteen-page bibliography. A briefer account of the Poles is
that by Paul Fox, The Poles in America (New York: George H.
Doran, 1922,143 pages; reprint ed.. New York: Arno Press, 1970).

Two Mediterranean groups that have small numbers in South
Dakota are the Greeks and the Italians. A thorough study of the
Greeks is Theodore Saloutous's The Greeks in the United States
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1964, 445 pages), which
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has thirty-six pages of notes and a twelve-page bibliography. As
might be expected because of their large numbers throughout the
United States, there have been many studies on the Italian-Amer-
icans. A general introduction to this group is The Italian-Ameri-
cans by Luciano J. Iorizzo and Salvatore Mondello (Boston:
Twayne Publishers, 1971, 273 pages). Other recent studies in-
clude The Italian Experience in the United States, edited by Sil-
vano M. Tomasi and Madeline H. Engel (Staten Island: Center for
Migration Studies, 1970, 239 pages), and Half Bitter, Half Sweet:
An Excursion into Italian-American History, written by Alexan-
der DeConde (New York: Scribner, 1971, 466 pages). The latter
work contains an enormous bibliography of fifty-nine pages.

For persons whose ancestral home is the British Isles, recent
studies include Americans from Wales by Edward G. Hartmann
(Boston: Christopher Publishing House, 1967, 291 pages) and
Hard Rock Men: Cornish Immigrants and the North American
Mining Frontier by John Rowe (New York: Harpers, 1974, 322
pages). Two recent works on the Irish are How the Irish Became
Americans by Joseph P. O'Grady (Boston: Twayne Publishers,
1973,190 pages) and The Irish Diaspora in America by Lawrence
J. McCaffrey (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1976, 214
pages).

The Dutch in America are covered in Henry S. Lucas's Nether-
landers in America: Dutch Immigration to the United States and
Canada, 1789-1950 (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press,
1955, 744 pages) and Gerald F. De Jong's The Dutch in America^
1609-1974 (Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1975, 326 pages). Little
has been written about the Swiss in America, the most recent
study being The Swiss in the United States, edited by John P.
Von Grueningen (Madison, Wis.: Swiss-American Historical Soci-
ety, 1940, 153 pages).

Memoirs, Diaries« Letters
Along with the various secondary sources written at the com-

munity, county, state, regional, and national levels, there are a
variety of primary sources to which the person interested in
ethnic history can turn. Some of these have been published in
book form; others, especially those of a briefer nature, have ap-
peared in periodicals. Primary sources are valuable because they
furnish much of the "raw material" on which secondary works are
based. They are also important because they enable the reader to
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share more directly in the personal problems and experiences of
the ethnic peoples. This is especially true with respect to the
writings of first- and second-generation Americans, as they re-
flect their hopes and disillusionments in memoirs and in letters to
relatives and friends.

Occasionally, what is labeled as a history of a community or
county is really a memoir written by an early resident who had
close ethnic ties with the local inhabitants. As an example, one
can cite J. Olson Anders's "The Making of a Typical Prairie Coun-
ty: Day County, South Dakota, 1881-1906" (South Dakota Histori-
cal Collections 36 [1972], pages 525-65). Anders was born in a dug-
out in Day County in 1892 and was the son of immigrants, his
father having come from Norway and his mother from Sweden.
Also pertinent in this respect is the book by Henry Van Der Pol,
Sr., entitled On the Reservation Border— Hollanders in Douglas
and Charles Mix Counties (Stickney, S.Dak.: Argus Printers,
1969, 356 pages). The author's parents were born in the Nether-
lands, which they left with their three small children in 1882 and
then homesteaded in Douglas County.

As can be judged by Van Der Pol's work, memoirs can be
lengthy. Equally lengthy is The Autobiography of Theodore
Friedrich Sträub: Memories of a Furniture Dealer and Funeral
Director in the German-Russian Community of Eureka, South
Dakota, 1904-1980 by Theodore F. Sträub (St. Paul: North Central
Publishing Co., 1981, 386 pages). Other writings of that nature
can be short, as is true of Peter 0. Fjeseth's Recollections and
History of Lake Hendricks Township, edited by Donald D. Parker
(n.p., 1959, 53 pages). Peter Fjeseth was the son of Norwegian
parents who emigrated to America in 1870. In 1873, with nine
other Norwegian families, they established a settlement in Lake
Hendricks Township in Brookings County.

Sometimes, when little exists in the way of secondary sources
about a particular ethnic group in the state, a researcher may
come across some pertinent material of a primary nature. For the
Italians, for example, there is An Immigrant's Son of LaSciavatu
by George C. Finóla (Stickney, S.Dak.: Argus Printers, 1972, 205
pages), an autobiography that includes brief sketches about an
Italian immigrant family that resided in Lead, South Dakota, dur-
ing the early 1900s. Similarly, the memoir Down in Bull Creeh A
True Story by Frieda B. Tupper (Clark, S.Dak.: By the Author,
1973, 88 pages) can be a source of information about the Germans.
The author's father, Heinrich Friedrich Batterman, emigrated
from Germany in 1911 and was joined by his family in the follow-
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ing year. This personal narrative is a recollection of the experi-
ences of the Batterman family as they farmed on Bull Creek in
Pennington County from 1912 to 1947.

As might be expected. South Dakota History occasionally car-
ries primary source material that has a bearing on ethnic groups
in the state. Clifton H. Jones's " 'The Huterisch People': A View
from the 1920s," in volume 7, number 1 (Winter 1976), pages 1-14,
is an edited version of two firsthand accounts —"The German-
Russian People of South Dakota" and "The Huterisch People" —
written by Bertha W. Clark and based on her experiences among
the Hutterites as an immigration secretary for the Y. W. C. A.

Articles with these titles appeared
in previous issues of South Dakota History.

European Settlement and
Ethnicity Patterns on the
Agricultural Frontiers of

, , ^ South Dakota
Life Anew \/nTZuq

for Czech Immigrants: «Gebt ihr den Vo ^^^^
The Letters of Marie The German-Lang y

and Vavn-n Stfitecky, oí North and bout
1913-1934

oru Fever" among the-Creamery Feve

,

Grant County

A View from the 1920s

Black Pcopie\ Kuss^an-Get^an ^

South Dakota History '"
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Another example is G. August Bischoff s "A 1909 Report on Rus-
sian-German Settlements in Southern Dakota," translated from
the German and edited by Anton H. Richter, in volume 11, num-
ber 3 (Summer 1981), pages 185-98. Bischoff, a minister of the
Evangelical Lutheran church who came to Dakota Territory in
1879, was one of the first ministers to have contact with the Rus-
sian-German settlers, serving over twenty congregations. Also
appearing in South Dakota History is "Life Anew for Czech Im-
migrants: The Letters of Marie and Vavnn Stntecky, 1913-1934,"
edited by Marilee Richards, in volume 11, number 4 (Fall-Winter
1981), pages 253-304. Following an excellent introduction by Rich-
ards, the article consists of a series of letters written by two
Czech immigrants (grandparents of the editor) who settled on a
farm in Tripp County, South Dakota, shortly before the First
World War. The letters were written to relatives and friends in
Czechoslovakia and are a gold mine of information regarding life
in a Czech-American community.

Periodicals issued by ethnic organizations also carry primary
source materials concerning their particular groups. The journal
of the Norwegian-American Historical Association, entitled Nor-
wegian-American Studies and Records, can be cited as an exam-
ple. Appearing from time to time among the half-dozen articles in
each issue are memoirs or other primary accounts, some of which
pertain to South Dakota. Thus, "Social Aspects of Prairie Pio-
neering: The Reminiscences of a Pioneer Pastor's Wife," in vol-
ume 7 (1933), pages 1-46, features the recollections of Mrs. R. 0.
Brandt, whose husband was a pioneer Norwegian minister who
served seventeen years (1883-1900) in South Dakota. Similarly,
"Pioneers in Dakota Territory, 1879-89," edited by Henry H. Bak-
ken in volume 13 (1943), pages 1-45, is a condensation of a manu-
script written by Carl M. Grimstad, describing a decade of his ex-
periences.

In addition to memoirs and the occasional appearance of letters
in historical journals, several source books have been published
containing scores of letters written by immigrants from various
walks of life. These works can be comprehensive, as two books
dealing with persons of Scandinavian background illustrate.
Land of Their Choice: The Immigrants Write Home, edited by
Theodore C. Biegen (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1955, 463 pages), comprises a collection of letters written by Nor-
wegian immigrants to relatives and friends "back home." The let-
ters cover the last three-quarters of the nineteenth century, with
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the major emphasis on the period after 1850, and are limited
almost entirely to letters written by immigrants residing in rural
areas. What Biegen's study does for the Norwegians, a work
edited by Hildor A. Barton, Letters from the Promised Land:
Swedes in America, 184Ö-19U (Minneapolis: University of Minne-
sota Press for the Swedish Pioneer Historical Society, 1975, 344
pages), does for Swedish immigrants. The nearly two hundred let-
ters found in this work vary in length from a few paragraphs to
several pages. The collection includes many letters from immi-
grants residing on the upper Great Plains.

Despite the small number of Hollanders who came to America,
Henry S. Lucas, a long-time professor of history at the University
of Washington, managed to put together a large collection of let-
ters and memoirs pertaining to the Dutch-Americans. Consisting
of two volumes, Dutch Immigrant Memoirs and Related Writings
(Assen, The Netherlands: Van Gorcum, 1955) contains 114 items
covering the period 1846 to about 1900 and distributed according
to regions, which include the Dakotas. The contents are in Dutch
and English, with about one-half of those in Dutch being accom-
panied by English translations.

For immigrants who came from Great Britain, two collections
of letters have recently been published. Invisible Immigrants:
The Adaptation of English and Scottish Immigrants in Nine-
teenth-Century America, edited by Charlotte Erickson (Coral
Gables, Fla.: University of Miami Press, 1972, 531 pages), consists
of letters from twenty-five immigrants (but with several letters
from each) set apart according to one of three occupations: agri-
culture, industry, and professional and semi-professional. Each of
the sections is preceded by considerable editorial comment,
which makes up about one-fourth of the book and is extremely
valuable in view of the fact that so little has been written about
nineteenth-century English immigrants. A related work is The
Welsh in America: Letters from Immigrants, edited by Alan Con-
way (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1961, 341
pages). It consists of 197 letters, most of which were translated
from the Welsh.

Although this essay was planned to include only published ma-
terials, passing reference must be made to the South Dakota Oral
History Collection because of its importance as a primary source
of information on ethnic groups in the state. The collection grew
out of a project started in 1970, the primary purpose of which was
to gather historical information through taped interviews with
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South Dakota residents whose recollections dated back several
decades, although interviews bearing on important events of the
recent past were not excluded. The tapes currently total nearly
two thousand, and copies are housed in the South Dakota Histori-
cal Resource Center at Pierre and in the archives of the Univer-
sity of South Dakota at Vermillion. Because the interviewers
made a conscientious effort to search out "old-timers" and record
their remembered experiences of living in and growing up in
South Dakota, the tapes are an important source of information
on immigration and ethnicity. About four-fifths of the tapes have
been catalogued in five volumes, with brief descriptions of the
contents of each tape. The volumes are indexed according to sub-
jects, informants, and counties.

Newspapers and Periodicals
It goes without saying that newspapers constitute a major

source of information for the study of specific nationality groups.
Of particular importance, of course, is the ethnic press itself, for
even many of the minor groups had their own newspapers. Dur-
ing the last one hundred years, for example, there have been
some twenty Dutch-language newspapers published in the United
States, while publications of some of the major ethnic groups
numbered in the hundreds. County and local newspapers in the
English language can also furnish considerable information about
such matters as the location and size of ethnic communities and
the degree to which they have become assimilated into the Amer-
ican mainstream.

Fortunately for the researcher, several informative guides
have been published in this area. Specific references to South Da-
kota newspapers can be found in Checklist of South Dakota
Newspapers in the South Dakota State Historical Society and the
Historical Resource Center at Pierre, South Dakota (Pierre:
South Dakota State Historical Society, 1976, 92 pages). At the
time of publication, the State Historical Society possessed 8,780
reels of 35mm microfilm containing images of state newspapers
from 1859 through 1976. The newspapers are listed alphabetically
by town and alphabetically by the name of the paper as it appears
on the masthead. In most cases, the runs are complete, but miss-
ing numbers are designated, and foreign-language newspapers
are indicated as such in parentheses.

Copyright © 1985 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



100 South Dakota History

An earlier study, "Newspapers of South Dakota," South Dako-
ta Historical Collections 23 (1947), pages 264-81, contains a listing
of current and noncurrent daily papers by title and of current and
noncurrent weekly and biweekly papers by county. Compiled by
Will G. Robinson, who was at the time the secretary of the State
Historical Society and superintendent of the Department of His-
tory at Pierre, the listing shows the date of the initial issue avail-
able in the society's files and where it fits into the chain of that
newspaper's history. Missing files in the chain are also noted.

Antoh H. Richter's " 'Gebt ihr den Vorzug': The German-Lan-
guage Press of North and South Dakota," which appeared in
South Dakota History, volume 10, number 3 (Summer 1980),
pages 189-209, is a general description of the German-language
press in the Dakotas. Over the years, the number of German
newspapers in the two states reached the surprising total of
sixty-four different publications, some of which, however, were
bilingual. Those papers that lasted two years or longer (fourteen
in South Dakota; twenty-nine in North Dakota) are listed by title,
place of publication, and the dates they appeared.

Helpful for researching both South Dakota and out-of-state
newspapers is the work edited by Winifred Gregory, American
Newspapers, 1821-1936: A Union List of Files Available in the
United States and Canada (New York: H. W. Wilson Co., 1937, 791
pages). It lists the location of newspaper files alphabetically by
state (more than five hundred South Dakota papers are noted) or
province and city and then alphabetically by newspaper titles.
The reader is informed where each paper can be located in more
than fifty-seven hundred depositories, including libraries, county
courthouses, newspaper offices, and private collections.

For the contemporary ethnic press, there is the Encyclopedic
Directory of Ethnic Newspapers and Periodicals in the United
States by Lubomyr R. Wynar and Anna T. Wynar, second edition
(Littleton, Colo.: Libraries Unlimited, 1976,248 pages). Based on a
comprehensive survey conducted in 1975 and 1976, this work lists
977 newspapers and periodicals published by sixty-three ethnic
groups. Entries for each group are arranged alphabetically by
title under two headings: publications written entirely in the na-
tive language or bilingual publications, and publications written
entirely in English. When necessary, titles are transliterated into
the roman alphabet and followed by English translations. In addi-
tion to providing information on such matters as year of origin,
address, circulation, and frequency, each entry is accompanied by

Copyright © 1985 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



Dakota Resources 101

annotations regarding the purpose of the publication and type of
topics covered.

In using the ethnic press to obtain information about nationali-
ty groups in South Dakota, the researcher should not ignore
newspapers printed in adjoining states. Ethnic newspapers of the
past frequently had correspondents scattered throughout the
United States in communities made up of people to whom the
newspapers catered. For example. De Volksvriend, a weekly
Dutch-language paper published at Orange City, Iowa, from 1874
to 1951, had correspondents located in every major Dutch com-
munity in South Dakota, and these individuals regularly sent in
accounts of their communities to the editor, who in turn pub-
lished them in a following issue.

In this connection, it is worth noting that a number of mono-
graphs have been published about specific ethnic presses. Exam-
ples include Jan Kowalik, The Polish Press in America (San Fran-
cisco: R & E Research Associates, 1978, 77 pages); Karl J. Arndt
and May E. Olson, The German Language Press of the Americas,
Volume 1, History and Bibliography, 1732-1968: United States of
America (Munich: Verlag Dokumentation, 1976, 845 pages); and
Finis H. Capps, From Isolation to Involvement: Swedish Immi-
grant Press in America, 1914-1945 (Chicago: Swedish Pioneer His-
torical Society, 1966, 238 pages).

Imaginative Literature
Novels, short stories, and poetry that are ethnic oriented can

sometimes provide an insight into ethnic life equal to most other
genres. This is particularly true if the writer is a first- or second-
generation ethnic American. Fortunately, descriptive material in
the form of books and articles has appeared as guides to this kind
of literature.

A general guide that is national in scope is The Image of Plural-
ism in American Literature: An Annotated Bibliography on the
American Experience of European Ethnic Groups by Babette F.
Inglehart and Anthony R. Mangione (New York; Institute on Plu-
ralism and Group Identity of the American Jewish Committee,
1974, 73 pages). More on the order of a regional study is Where
the West Begins: Essays on Middle Border and Siouxland Writ-
ing, in Honor of Herbert Krause, edited by Arthur R. Huseboe
and William Geyer (Sioux Falls, S.Dak.: Center for Western
Studies Press, 1978,160 pages). This collection of essays includes
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biographical sketches of a number of midwestern writers, some
of whom have developed ethnic themes in their writings. Another
source of information on the lives and works of such writers is
Fifty Western Writers, compiled by Fred Erisman and Richard
W. Etulain (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1982, 562 pages).

A number of studies dealing with fictional materials pertaining
to a single ethnic group also exist. Some of these are book-length.
As its title suggests. The Divided Heart: Scandinavian Immi-
grant Experience through Literary Sources by Dorothy Burton
Skardal (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1974, 394 pages)
is an examination of life among Scandinavian-Americans as seen
in literature. The literature runs the gamut from poetry written
for local consumption to novels on the order of Ole R^lvaag's
Giants in the Earth. The enormous amount of such literature is
demonstrated by the fact that Skardal's study contains a twenty-
page bibliography listing more than seven hundred titles. Broad-
er in scope because it is not limited to a discussion of fictional lit-
erature is German-American Literature by Don Heinrich Tolz-
mann (Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1977, 328 pages). The
several parts into which the book is divided illustrate its con-
tents: "Regional Literature," "The German-American Press,"
"The German-American Theater," "German-American Authors:
An Overview" (which makes up fully two-thirds of the study), and
"German-American Literature Today." As a third example of a
book-length study, there is Stanley C. Shenk's "The Image of the
Mennonites in American Novels, 1900-1970" (Ph.D. diss.. New
York University, 1971, 498 pages).

Occasional article-length monographs on the topic are also
available. As might be expected, some of these have appeared in
ethnic journals. An example from Norwegian-American Studies
and Records is "Norwegian-American Fiction Since 1880" by
Aagot D. Hoidahl, in volume 5 (1930), pages 61-83. Broader in
scope because it is not confined to one ethnic group is John T.
Flanagan's essay "The Immigrant in Western Fiction," in Immi-
gration and American History: Essays in Honor of Theodore C.
Biegen, edited by Henry Steele Commager (Minneapolis: Univer-
sity of Minnesota Press, 1962, pages 79-95).

Finally, it must be noted that it is not uncommon for secondary
works of the kind mentioned in an earlier section of this essay to
contain information on ethnic literature. For example, under the
heading of "American Hollanders as Seen by Recent Writers,"
Henry Lucas in Netherlanders in America (pp. 625-35) describes
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several novels in which the action takes place in a Dutch-
American setting.

Archival and Library Collections
Archives and libraries have become the traditional reposi-

tories for letters, diaries, and other personal documents, as well
as for oral-history material and church records, and therefore
often contain a gold mine of information on ethnic history. The
value of such institutions in this respect has been clearly brought
out in such articles as "The Use of Archives in the Study of Immi-
gration and Ethnicity" by Richard N. Juliani in the American Ar-
chivist of October 1976, pages 469-77, and "The Resources of the
National Archives for Ethnic Research" by Joseph B. Howerton
in the Immigration History Newsletter of November 1973, pages
1-8.

One of the best general sources of information about document
centers is the Directory of Archives and Manuscript Repositories
in the United States {Washington, D.C: National Historical Publi-
cations and Records Commission, 1978, 905 pages). Arranged by
states and then by municipalities, it describes the collections and
the regulations regarding their use. With specific reference to in-
stitutions housing ethnic collections, an excellent guide is that by
Lubomyr R. Wynar and Lois Buttlar, Guide to Ethnic Museums,
Libraries, and Archives in the United States (Kent, Ohio: Pro-
gram for the Study of Ethnic Publications, Kent State Universi-
ty, 1978, 378 pages). Covering more than seventy ethnic groups,
this work provides information on museums, libraries, and ar-
chives as well as several hundred related cultural institutions.
Most entries are annotated and provide such information as
names and addresses, sponsoring organizations, size and nature
of the collections, and regulations regarding their use.

Information has also appeared in print from time to time de-
scribing collections pertaining to specific ethnic groups. Useful
for Slavic groups, for example, is a guide compiled by Lubomyr R.
Wynar, with the assistance of Pat Kleeberger, entitled Slavic
Ethnic Libraries, Museums and Archives in the United States: A
Guide and Directory (Chicago: Association of College and Re-
search Libraries, 1980, 164 pages). The fourteen ethnic groups
covered in this study are listed alphabetically. Information on re-
positories housing material on Swedish-Americans can be found
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in Bo 0. Nilsson's "A Survey of Swedish-American Museum and
Archival Collections," Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly 27
(July 1976), pages 189-203. For the Danes, Thorvald Hansen of
Graceland College at Des Moines, Iowa, is directing a project
called DIAL, Danish Immigrant Archival Listing, sponsored in
part by the Danish-American Heritage Society.

Many schools that have ethnic origins have made a determined
effort in recent years to collect material, both printed and manu-
script, bearing on the nationality groups that were primarily re-
sponsible for founding those schools. Augustana College at Sioux
Falls, for example, whose roots go back to the 1880s, was founded
by Scandinavian Lutherans and has considerable information on
groups of that background, especially the Norwegians. Similarly,
because German Congregationalists played a prominent role in
establishing Yankton College, its library holdings include a few
items concerning South Dakotans of German background. Like-
wise, Freeman Junior College and Academy, a Mennonite school,
has a special room set aside in the library that is rich in material
on the German- and Swiss-Russians.

The researcher would also do well to keep in mind some of the
schools in neighboring states. The two colleges in the United
States that were founded by settlers of Danish background are
both located in states adjoining South Dakota —Dana College at
Blair, Nebraska, and Grand View at Des Moines, Iowa. The li-
braries at these institutions have extensive collections of mono-
graphs, church records, manuscripts, and oral tapes bearing on
the Danes in the Middle West. Similarly, Northwestern College
and Dordt College, located at Orange City and Sioux Center,
Iowa, respectively, have strong Dutch roots and, as might be ex-
pected, have special collections dealing with that ethnic group. In
Minnesota, Gustavus Adolphus College, founded at Saint Peter
by Swedish Lutheran immigrants in 1862, offers twelve courses
in Scandinavian Studies in addition to a three-year curriculum in
the Swedish language. Its library contains abundant information
on the Swedes in America. On the campus of nearby Saint Olaf
College at Northfleld, Minnesota, which has Norwegian Lutheran
origins, the Norwegian-American Historical Association main-
tains a library of several thousand works pertaining to the Nor-
wegians in America.

For schools with other ethnic roots it is necessary to travel
some distance to make use of their library collections. For exam-
ple, the only Finnish college in the United States is Suoml College
in Hancock, Michigan. It is here that the Finnish-American His-
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The congregation of the Savo Lutheran Church, a
Finnish community, assembled for a church

picnic in the early twentieth century.

torical Archives are located. Of particular interest for studying
this ethnic group in South Dakota are its holdings on the Finnish
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America, a synodical body that
functioned from 1890 to 1962. At one time, three major congrega-
tions in South Dakota —Savo, Lake Norden, and Lead —belonged
to that body, as did a few smaller groups. The Savo congregation,
located northeast of Frederick and named after the local town-
ship, was one of the founding members of this church when it was
organized in 1890.

There are also several special research centers in the upper
Midwest, usually located on college or university campuses, that
have the history of this region as one of their basic concerns. Such
institutions naturally bear looking into for information on ethnic
groups. The Center for Western Studies, for example, located in
the Mikkelsen Library on the Augustana College campus in Sioux
Falls, is an archival and research agency concerned especially
with the culture and history of South Dakota and the surrounding
states. In the neighboring state of North Dakota is the Institute
for Regional Studies on the campus of North Dakota State Uni-
versity at Fargo. Founded in 1950, the institute's purpose is to en-
courage the study of the northern Great Plains. To that end, it
maintains a depository in the university library for historical ma-
terials of the region. These include county and community his-
tories, periodicals, atlases, and church, family, school, and busi-
ness histories. It also maintains collections of maps, newspapers,
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and photographs. The institute publishes books, monographs, and
short articles. Recent publications include North Dakota News-
papers, 186Jt-1976 by Carol Koehmstedt Kolar (1981, 448 pages)
and Prairie Mosaic: An Ethnic Atlas of Rural North Dakota by
William C. Sherman (1983, 152 pages).

Similar institutes exist on the campuses of the University of
Nebraska at Lincoln and of Emporia State University at Empo-
ria, Kansas. Interestingly enough, they have the same name-
Center for Great Plains Studies. Like the institute at North Dako-
ta State University, they are interdisciplinary in nature, promot-
ing the study of the life and culture of the people residing on the
Great Plains. Both centers have a publishing program, and the
works frequently bear on ethnicity. Two recent books sponsored
by the Nebraska center are Ethnicity on the Great Plains, edited
by Frederick C. Luebke (1980, 237 pages), and Languages in Con-
flict Linguistic Acculturation on the Great Plains, edited by Paul
Schach (1980, 186 pages).

One of the best repositories in the Midwest for materials on

The "Roumanian Turks in Dakota" were the
subject of an article in Frank Leslie's

Illustrated Newspaper on 17 September 1887.
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certain ethnic groups is the Immigration History Research Cen-
ter at the University of Minnesota (Saint Paul Campus). Founded
in 1965, the center has as its goal the amassing of materials relat-
ing to twenty-four American ethnic groups originating in eastern,
central, and southern Europe and the Near East. Presently, the
collection includes a library of over thirty-five thousand volumes
and more than four thousand reels of microfilm. The archives
manuscript holdings are made up of over four hundred fifty indi-
vidual collections of papers, amounting to 2,600 linear feet, or ap-
proximately four million items. Its publication. Spectrum, which
appears three times a year, serves as a bibliographical guide to
new holdings acquired by the center and as a source of informa-
tion about its activities. Besides Spectrum, a number of mono-
graphs have been published under the center's auspices. A recent
catalogue, for example, lists seven works on the Finns.

A description of pertinent archival and library holdings would,
of course, be incomplete without taking note of the South Dakota
Historical Resource Center at Pierre. Along with a vast collection
of back issues of daily and weekly newspapers and innumerable
town, county, and church histories, its holdings include nearly
three thousand town and city plats, several hundred family his-
tories, more than twenty thousand photographs, and nearly two
hundred thousand manuscripts and personal papers. Mention
must also be made of the Chilson Collection in the University of
South Dakota library at Vermillion. It comprises more than ten
thousand works (books, pamphlets, periodicals, broadsides, maps,
and manuscripts) on Western Americana in general and on South
Dakota and Dakota Territory in particular. A 504-page guide,
published by the university in 1982, lists the major works in the
collection by main entry along with full bibliographical informa-
tion.

Historical societies frequently maintain their own libraries,
and these, too, can be an important source of information on eth-
nic groups. In seeking to locate societies that may be relevant to
the researcher's particular interest, he or she should not overlook
the latest edition of the Directory of Historical Societies and
Agencies in the United States and Canada, issued by the Ameri-
can Association for State and Local History, whose headquarters
are located in Nashville, Tennessee. The eleventh edition (1978,
474 pages), edited by Donna McDonald, contains approximately
forty-five hundred entries. These are arranged alphabetically by
states and municipalities, and they provide such information as
names and addresses, founding dates, membership statistics, the

Copyright © 1985 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



108 South Dakota History

nature of the holdings, and types of publications, if any. In addi-
tion to the regular alphabetical index, the book contains a "spe-
cial interest index" that serves as a key to the major fields of each
organization, when such fields exist. Of particular interest are
those headings entitled "Ethnic Heritage, Race, and Religion"
and "Genealogy."

Other Reference Works
A number of reference works dealing with sources of informa-

tion on ethnic groups have already been discussed. Several
others of a special nature still need to be mentioned, including a
few that cut across various aspects of ethnicity. One of the best
all-around guides is the Harvard Guide to American Ethnic
Groups, edited by Stephan Thernstrom and others (Cambridge,
Mass.: Belknap Press, 1980). Its 1,076 pages provide information
on the history of 106 ethnic groups. The groups are alphabetically
arranged, with entries ranging in length from a few paragraphs
to more than fifty pages, depending on the significance of the
group described. Each entry has its own brief bibliography. The
study also contains twenty-nine supplementary essays on such
topics as assimilation, education, literature, pluralism, prejudice,
and religion.

Written in a much less scholarly but more popular vein is
Stephanie Bernardo's The Ethnic Almanac (Garden City, N.Y.:
Doubleday, 1981, 560 pages). This wide-ranging, general refer-
ence book surveys thirty-six major ethnic groups under three sec-
tions. The first of these, "From the Other Side of the Promised
Land," contains brief sections describing the various immigrants
who came to America and includes information on why they
came, when they came, how many came, and wbere they and their
descendants are located. "Contributions, Or Everyone Gave
Something" concerns itself primarily with language and litera-
ture, customs and traditions, and foods and drink. The final sec-
tion, "An Ethnic Who's Who," contains, as the title suggests, bio-
graphical sketches of ethnics who have distinguished themselves,
and it covers almost every career imaginable. Fortunately for a
book that contains such a variety of information, it is well index-
ed, but except for a two-and-one-half-page "Guides to Genealogi-
cal Research," it contains no bibliographical information.

For persons looking for pictorial illustrations of ethnic groups,
several works can be recommended. One of the best is The Amer-
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ican Heritage History of the American People, edited by Bernard
A. Weisberger (New York: American Heritage Publishing Co.,
1971, 396 pages). Despite its general title, this work, which con-
tains more than three hundred fifty illustrations, is primarily an
illustrated review of the diverse ethnic elements that have
helped build America since the beginning of colonial times. A sim-
ilar work is that edited by Peter C. Marzio, A Nation of Nations:
The People Who Came to America as Seen through the Objects
and Documents Exhibited at the Smithsonian Institution (New
York: Harper & Row, 1976, 670 pages). Issued as the Smithsonian
Institution's salute to America's Bicentennial, the book's subtitle
explains its contents. The more than seven hundred "objects and
documents" shown within its covers are accompanied by consid-
erable text and portray the period from colonial times to the pres-
ent. Dealing more specifically with immigration is Oscar
Handlin's A Pictorial History of Immigration (New York: Crown,
1972, 344 pages). It includes more than one thousand drawings,
paintings, photographs, and maps, along with texts, that cover
immigration from pre-Columbian migrations of the Indians
through the arrival of the post-World War II refugees.

A guide to visual materials of a type different from "picture
histories" is Ethnic Film and Filmstrip Guide for Libraries and
Media Centers: A Selective Filmography by Lubomyr Wynar and
Lois Buttlar (Littleton, Colo.: Libraries Unlimited, 1980, 277
pages). This work surveys audiovisual resources for forty-one
ethnic groups as well as multi-ethnic groups. The annotations
that accompany the 1,392 titles listed provide such information as
type of medium, length, black and white or color, age level for
which it is intended, whether sound is included, and if it is accom-
panied by some kind of guide book.

More strictly on the order of a bibliography is Building Ethnic
Collections: An Annotated Guide for School Media Centers and
Public Libraries, edited by Lois Buttlar and Lubomyr R. Wynar
(Littleton, Colo.: Libraries Unlimited, 1976,434 pages). It contains
more than two thousand entries divided into two major parts.
The first part is multi-ethnic in nature and consists of bibliog-
raphies, directories, encyclopedic works, teaching methodology,
literature, and audiovisual materials. The second part is arranged
alphabetically according to forty-four ethnic groups, with materi-
als for each group classified under five categories: (1) Reference
Sources, (2) Teaching Methodology and Curriculum Materials, (3)
Non-Fiction Titles, (4) Literature and Fiction Titles, and (5) Audio-
visual Materials.
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Another excellent general bibliography is Immigration and
Ethnicity: A Guide to Information Sources by John D. Buenker
and Nicholas C. Burckel (Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1977, 305
pages). This selective bibliography consists mostly of publica-
tions written during the last two decades that concern major im-
migrant and ethnic groups from colonial times to the present and
cover such themes as assimilation and pluralism. It also contains
a chapter entitled "Centers, Repositories, Societies, Documents,
and Journals." Nearly all the 1,468 entries are annotated. A fif-
teen-page author index and a twenty-seven-page subject index
aid the researcher in locating information.

In addition to multi-ethnic bibliographical guides, similar
works exist for many of the individual ethnic groups. Indeed, the
researcher can usually choose from among several, especially for
the major nationalities. In citing some representative works
here, special attention has been given to those groups about
whom little has been written with respect to South Dakota. For
the Yugoslavs, there is Adam S. Eterovich, A Guide and Bibliog-
raphy to Research on Yugoslavs in the United States and Canada
(San Francisco: R & E Research Associates, 1975, 187 pages).
Works on the Greeks are cited in Michael N. Cutsumbis, A Biblio-
graphical Guide on Greeks in the United States, 1890-1968
(Staten Island, N.Y.: Center for Migration Studies, 1970, 100
pages). For the Hungarians, Joseph Szeplaki's Hungarians in the
United States and Canada: A Bibliography (St. Paul: Immigration
History Research Center, 1977,113 pages) is a good bibliographi-
cal resource. Linda Pegman Doezema's Dutch Americans: A
Guide to Information Sources (Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1979,
314 pages) provides information on the Dutch, while Seamus P.
Metress's The Irish-American Experience: A Guide to the Litera-
ture (Washington, D.C.: University Press of America, 1981, 220
pages) discusses sources concerning the Irish. For the Italians,
there is Francesco Cordasco and Salvatore La Gumina, Italians in
the United States: A Bibliography (Staten Island, N.Y.: Center
for Migration Studies, 1972, 137 pages). A reference work on the
Germans is Don Heinrich Tolzmann, German-Americana: A Bibli-
ography (Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press, 1975, 384 pages). For
information on the Finns, the researcher can consult John Ilmari
Kolehmainen, The Finns in America: A Bibliographical Guide to
Their History (Hancock, Mich.: Finnish-American Historical Li-
brary, Suomi College, 1947, 141 pages).

Doctoral dissertations must not be overlooked as a source of in-
formation. Although few of them deal specifically with South Da-
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kota, they can prove helpful because members of the same ethnic
background often have similar experiences no matter where they
live. Moreover, dissertation bibliographies can frequently be use-
ful. As with many source materials, the researcher is fortunate in
being able to turn to a reference work. American Ethnic Groups:
The European Heritage: A Bibliography of Doctoral Disserta-
tions Completed at American Universities, compiled by Fran-
cesco Cordasco and David N. Alloway (Metuchen, N.J.; Scarecrow
Press, 1981,366 pages), lists and describes nearly fifteen hundred
dissertations that relate (some, admittedly, only indirectly) to
American ethnic groups of European background. For more infor-
mation on dissertations after 1937, the reader is advised to check
Dissertation Abstracts International, published by University
Microfilms International at Ann Arbor, Michigan. Also worth ex-
amining is Bibliography of Doctoral Research on Minorities: Ra-
cial, Religious and Ethnic (Ann Arbor: Xerox University Micro-
films, 1972, 55 pages), which lists more than five hundred disser-
tations accepted by American universities and published by
Xerox University Microfilms during the period 1938-1970.
Although it includes minority groups from throughout the world,
the majority are located in the United States. The term "minori-
ty" must be interpreted liberally, as one finds in this catalogue
works on groups that are not usually considered minorities, such
as the German-Americans and the Irish-Americans.

Persons doing research on ethnic groups should also be aware
of any organizations that might have a bearing on the
researcher's special interest. In view of the fact that these organi-
zations number in the hundreds, one must begin with a perusal of
pertinent reference works. One of the best is the Encyclopedic
Directory of Ethnic Organizations in the United States, edited by
Lubomyr R. Wynar (Littleton, Colo.: Libraries Unlimited, 1975,
414 pages). Listing 1,475 organizations representing seventy-
three ethnic groups, this directory provides such information as
date when the organization was founded, address, membership
requirements, objectives, and publications, if any. Also helpful is
the Encyclopedia of Associations, edited by Denise S. Akey and
others, seventeenth edition (Detroit; Gale Research Co., 1983, 3
volumes). Part two of volume one contains the following sections
that have a bearing on ethnic groups: No. 10, "Fraternal, Foreign
Interest, Nationality, and Ethnic Organizations"; No. 11, "Reli-
gious Organizations"; and No. 12, "Veteran, Hereditary, and Pa-
triotic Organizations." The last includes genealogical societies. A
glance at the index quickly indicates the value of this work for
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ethnic studies. For example, under "Polish," the reader is di-
rected to seventy-two entries.

Some of the ethnic organizations pre-date the current interest
in ethnicity by many years. Some of the earlier ones, which in-
clude those for the Germans and Scandinavians, were the subject
of a doctoral dissertation in 1960 by John J. Appel, "Immigrant
Historical Societies in the United States, 1880-1950" (University
of Pennsylvania, 448 pages).

One of the most beneficial services performed by the major eth-
nic organizations has been the publication of periodicals, usually
on a quarterly basis. As examples, one can cite the Swedish Pio-
neer Historical Quarterly, published by the Swedish Pioneer His-
torical Society in Chicago since 1950; the semiannual Polish
American Studies and the quarterly PAH A Bulletin, published
since 1942 and 1946, respectively, by the Polish-American Histor-
ical Association of Chicago; the Heritage Review, a quarterly
publication issued since 1971 by the Germans from Russia Herit-
age Society in Bismarck, North Dakota; and Norwegian-Ameri-
can Studies and Records, published since 1926 by the Norwegian-
American History Association in Northfield, Minnesota.

Publications such as these include information describing the
activities of the sponsoring organization, scholarly articles on a
variety of topics, occasional primary source material, and book re-
views. Although it may happen only occasionally that an article
will deal directly with South Dakota, it must be borne in mind
that some of the general articles can shed light on conditions in
the state since ethnic groups often had similar experiences and
held similar ideas no matter where they resided. A look at some
of the general articles that have appeared in Norwegian-Ameri-
can Studies and Records in past years will bear this out. Among
other topics, there have been discussions of health care and the
practice of medicine, immigrant songs, historic value of church
records, immigrant women on the frontier, participation in poli-
tics, surnames, town planning, and the press.

A knowledge of genealogical societies and guide books can also
prove useful because of the close relationship of genealogy to eth-
nic studies. Information on genealogical societies that maintain
their own libraries and do some publishing can be particularly
helpful. One of the most complete sources of information is the Di-
rectory of Genealogical Societies in the U. S. A. and Canada, with
an Appended List of Independent Genealogical Periodicals,
edited by Mary Keysor Meyer, fourth edition (Pasadena, Md.: By
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the Author, 1982,92 pages). It contains brief descriptions of more
than a thousand active societies, arranged by states and then by
municipalities, and also includes a comprehensive list of genealog-
ical periodicals. The number of societies listed for South Dakota
totals eleven.

With specific reference to South Dakota, there is Books and Pe-
riodicals Pertaining to Genealogy in the Library of the State of
South Dakota Historical Resource Center (Pierre: State of South
Dakota Historical Resource Center, 1975, 34 pages). Its approxi-
mately seven hundred fifty entries are listed under the following
topics: major periodicals, aids to research, published state rec-
ords (not confined to South Dakota), biographical compilations,
war records, and family histories. More than half the entries are
family histories, and the center adds more of these to its collec-
tions on a regular basis. For example, in recent months, the cen-
ter received the Albert R. Erickson Collection, consisting of near-
ly fifty family histories and genealogies (ranging in length from
about a dozen pages to several volumes) of the pioneer members
of the Finnish Savo Lutheran Church in Brown County.

In addition to general reference books on genealogy, guides for
doing genealogical research on specific ethnic groups are avail-
able. These include, to mention a few: Genealogical Research for
Czech and Slovak Americans by Olga K. Miller (Detroit: Gale Re-
search Co., 1978, 187 pages); Encyclopedia of German-American
Genealogical Research by Clifford Neal Smith and Anna Pisz-
czan-Czaja Smith (New York: R. R. Bowker, 1976, 273 pages); and
Handbook for Doing Finnish American Family History by Carl
Ross and Velma M. Doby, second edition (Minneapolis: Parta
Printers for the Minnesota Finnish-American Historical Society,
1980, 104 pages).

The amount of material that is being published annually on eth-
nic groups in the United States is prodigious. As a consequence,
reference works quickly become dated. To keep up with current
literature coming out, the researcher can turn to a variety of peri-
odicals devoted to ethnicity. One of the best that is multi-ethnic in
nature is the Immigration History Newsletter, which began ap-
pearing in 1968 as a semiannual publication of the Immigration
History Society (690 Cedar Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota, 55101).
It contains up-to-date bibliographical essays on immigration and
ethnic groups in the United States. It also cites recent publica-
tions and includes notices on research projects in progress. In
1981, the society also began publishing the Journal of American
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Ethnic History, whose purpose, according to a recent brochure, is
"to provide a forum for scholars in the many fields which study
the experiences of Americans of all races, religions, and national
origins." Most periodicals issued by single ethnic organizations
also make it a point to keep their readers informed of any new lit-
erature being published.
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