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Soon after she arrived in Dakota Territory in 1883, Alice Alt
Pickler began to pioneer for temperance and woman suffrage, causes
for which she would remain a resolute and energetic worker for the
next half century.

Alice Alr, the eldest of Joseph A. and Eliza Kepford Alt’s seven
children, was born 17 November 1848 near lowa City, lowa. At
the age of fourteen, she entered the University of lowa, where she
later met Maj. John A. Pickler, a twenty-two-year-old Civil War vet-
eran. The pair married in 1870, after both had graduated from col-
lege. They then moved to Ann Arbor, where John Pickler graduated

ﬂ from the University of Michiian Law School. The couple lived

briefly in Kirksville, Missouri, before moving to Muscatine, Towa,
where John Pickler practiced law and became active in Republican
politics.

In 1883, the Pickler family, along with Alice’s two younger sis-
ters, joined a group of fellow lowans as homesteaders in Faulk

County, Dakota Territory. John Pickler helped to establish Faulk-
ton as the county seat, building a succcssf'uf law practice and real-
estate business there. Both Picklers quickly became leaders in ter-
ritorial and state politics and widely recognized for their commit-
ment to temperance and woman suffrage. While her husband
worked for these causes in the territorial legislature and later the
United States Congress, Alice Pickler promoted them as a congress-
man’s wife in Waiingmn. P am& as a grass-roots organizer in
Dakota. She spent several decades as an officeholder on the state
and national levels in the Women’s Christian Temperance Union,
the Women'’s Relief Corps of the Grand Army of the Republic, the
American Woman Suffrage Association, the South Dakota Equal
Suffrage Association, and the Methodist Episcopal church.

Alice and John Pickler also raised four children in the three-story,
twenty-room home they constructed around their original claim
shanty in Faulkton. In addition to containing one of the largest
libraries in the state, the home served as a social center where Alice
Pickler hosted numerous community meetings, programs, wed-
dings, proms, and receptions. Widowed in 1910, Alice Pickler spent
many years managing the family’s Faulk County farmland as well as
remaining active in political and social causes. She died on 31
March 1932 while visiting her youngest daughter in Mission, Texas.
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