
Civilian Conservation Corps
and the Farm Island

Causeway

Editor's Note: Paul J. Hogan of New Rockford, North Dakota,
donated the following photographs to the South Dakota State
Historical Society in October 1977. These photographs document
the building of the rock causeway between the north bank of the
Missouri River and Farm Island south of Pierre. The causeway
was built by Company 796 of the Civilian Conservation Corps
(CCC) in the summer of 1934. The CCC was one of the relief pro-
grams created by the federal government to help solve the high
unemployment problem during the depression.

Hogan enrolled as a member of the corps at Pierre on 14 April
1934. He worked on the rock side of the dike, except for about a
month when he served as bugler for the company. In June 1934 he
became an assistant leader. As an enrollee and assistant leader,
he worked for the technical service, which supervised, planned,
and supplied the working tools and equipment for the project.
The Forest Service, Park Service, Bureau of Reclamation, and
Fish and Wildlife Services are other examples of government
technical services. He learned how the services operated, how
they reported progress, and how they justified their pro-
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jects —and they did have to justify them. On 20 September 1936
Hogan was appointed senior leader and worked only for the army
side of the movement.

The corps camps were staffed with United States Army
Reserve officers after the first year of operations. In 1940 the
army started to mobilize for the war effort, and sent Hogan to
Officers Training School at Fort Lincoln, North Dakota, in
December. Most of the men in his class were senior leaders from
camps in North and South Dakota. After completing training, he
was ordered to Medora, North Dakota, to take command of a com-
pany there. From Medora he went to Deadwood, South Dakota, to
command another company. After 7 December 1941 mobilization
was increased. Every reserve officer who could pass the physical
was called to active duty. The process of disbanding the CCC
camps, securing the property of the army, and dismissing the
men fell to the commanders of the camps. Hogan took command of
the company at Fruitdale. but was later sent to Hill City. He was
offered a commission in the Quartermaster Corps, but refused,
and on 1 July 1942, he ended his association with the CCC move-
ment.

Hogan believes that the corps was highly successful, both in
conserving our natural resources and in building good citizens.
Many of the approximately seven hundred men in Company 796
joined the army after war was declared. Unfortunately, a number
of them did not return from overseas, but many of those who did
went on to become doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers,
farmers, or heavy equipment operators. Also, of all the men in the
company, Hogan knows of only about three who did not become
good citizens. Therefore, the Civilian Conservation Corps prob-
ably helped these men, and thousands like them, to weather the
depression and alleviated many of the problems associated with
unemployment.
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The CCC camp on Farm Island was established in the summer of 1933. Its
purpose was to convert Farm Island into a state park and recreation area. One

project was to clear the island of dead timber, to level and landscape the area, and
to create picnic areas with fireplaces, rustic tables and benches, hiking

trails, and rest rooms. The other project was to build a dike,
or catiseway, between the south bank of the mainland to the north bank of

Farm Island, a distance of 850 feet.
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Regular army officers were assigned to the CCC movement when it was first
started. The commanding officer (above leftl is Capt Harry Mole, the second

officer, Capt. Heavey, and the man in civilian clothes is Camp Superintendent
Max Fender. He and his staff planned and supervised the work on the

various projects. Although the CCC was in no way military, it was
closely tied to the army. The army was responsible for supply, clothing, food,

health care, and discipline: to a large extent, chaplains were army reserve officers.
Companies stood reveille and retreat, lights out at 9:45 p.m., and taps at 10:00p.m.

They worked eight hours, five days a week, for the Technical Service
or Using Service, in this case the State Park Service.

By midsummer of 1934, the regular army officers had been replaced by
reserve officers. Below left to right: 1st Lt Leland Anderson, cocommander:

2nd Lt. James Harlow. executive officer; 1st Lt Fulk, Medical Corps Reserve,
camp doctor; the civilian is Forman Patrick of the Technical Service;

and the last man is unidentified.

Copyright © 1978 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



Company 796, CCC at Farm Island, Pierre, South Dakota, in 1934

The average strength of a company was 250 men, divided into four
sections. Each section included 1 leader, 2 assistant leaders, and 50 to 60 men.

The pay for leader was S45 per month, assistant leader, S36,
and enroliee, SSO. Out of each man's pay $25 was sent directly

to the enrollee's home.
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so each man received for his own use $20 for the leader, $11 for
assistant leader, and S5 for enroilee. Enrollment was for six months. The average
stay in Co. 796 was thirty months. Most of the members in these
pictures were from North Dakota and all future
replacements were from North Dakota.
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TAe men u;Ao ran the camp under the officers were called the Army Overhead,

which usually included twenty-four men. Although military titles were not
officially sanctioned, throughout the CCC the senior leader was known as
first sergeant, the supply leader as supply sergeant, and so forth. Therefore,
there was a first sergeant, supply sergeant, mess sergeant,
four first and second cooks, a baker, two hospital orderlies, a bugler,
a company clerk, and so on down to the K.P.s.

Each company had a civilian educational advisor, whose assignment was
to have classes on any subject the men wanted, to help with correspondence
courses, and to .secure courses from state universities and schools,
and to help men obtain high school diplomas when possible.
In every Army Overhead there was one enrollee who was
the assistant educational advisor.
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View of the interior of
barracks on Farm Island. The bunks
were double-deckers and the
four-inch thick mattresses did
not soften them much. Every
Saturday two clean sheets
and pillowcases were
issued. Every inch
of the barracks
was scrubbed using yellow laundry soap. The soap was so strong that
the floors were bleached almost white. Everything else was either washed or
dusted. Inspection was at 11:00 a.m. and was thorough.
The blankets were aired once a week and commercially
cleaned twice a year.

Athletic equipment cost the taxpayer nothing. All
recreational equipment was bought from profits from the camp
exchange. In 193U each community, no matter
how small had a baseball team. Even with
250 young men eager to play, the Co. 796 team,
though a good one, suffered its share of losses.
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In the summer of 1934 two Mississippi River stem
wheeler river boats passed Farm Island and the town of Pierre

on their way to the Fort Peck, Montana, dam site
where they were to be used to pull

barges carrying materials for the
construction of the dam. These

boats were the first in many years
to come this far north.
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One of the picnic areas on Farm Island. All the dead timber was
cleared away and the underbrush was removed on a selective basis to try to keep

the impression of nature undisturbed. The rustic bridge in the center spanned
a small pond. By midsummer 1934 Farm Island was

a beautiful and peaceful place
to visit. Below is the

river between Farm Island andjihe north bank
of the Missouri River. The ferry shown

used the current of the river to drive it back and forth'
between the island and mainland. All

supplies, equipment, and personnel depended on this
ferry for transportation until the dike,

or causeway, shut the river current down and
formed a lagoon now

called Hippie Lake.
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of the causeway from Farm Island looking toward the mainland. The
current at this point was very swift and had cut the riverbed

to a depth of about sixty feet. The water on the left side of the
picture, the upstream side, was four feet higher

than on the downstream side.
The portion of dike under the empty truck in the foreground

was built of the brush cleared from the island and mixed with dirt By
25 May 1934 the brush and dirt end of the dike

contained an estimated 8,140 cubic yards of
material It was protected on the upstream, side by driving

twenty-four-foot cottonwood piling down into the riverbed and
backfilling it with willow brush to prevent

erosion until the gap was closed. After
that, there would be no erosion.
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View of the causeway from the mainland toward Farm Island. Note that the
upstream side was wider and had more slope into the water than
the downstream (left/ side. At this point, there was only a gap of
about twenty-five feet left to close.

A point of interest: The bluff seen in the upper right
of the picture was on the south bank of the river. In 1934 that bluff
was one huge rattlesnake nest About once a month a little
brown gnome of a man would come from Pierre. One of us
would row him. over to that bluff and he would
wade into that mess of snakes, grab one, poke
a little glass vial under its snout, and milk it of venom. He
would fill about a dozen vials. Sometimes the snake would
be as long as he was tali We always regarded him
with awed respect, but also with suspicion because
we knew he had to be some kind of a nut.
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The causeway was composed of two parts. The segment from the island
was to be dirt and brush fill protected on the upstream

side by piling and willow brush. By 35 May, 200 feet
had been completed. About 8,140 yards of brush and dirt were in place

and the road surface built. At that point further work
on the island side of the dike was stopped. The

second segment from the mainland was
850 feet long and was to be made of rock fill
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By ! May, 3,141 cubic yards of rock had been placed advancing
the dike 135 feet, which was approximately 23 cubic yards per foot.
From 1 May to 25 May, 90 feet of dike was built by placing
2,392 cubic yards of rock, which was
approximately 26 cubic yards per foot of dike. As
the work progressed and the river was squeezed into a narrower
channel, the river cut the channel deeper until just before closing
the dike the depth was about 60 feet and it took about
50 cubic yards to advaiice the dike 1 foot. The
exact figures were hard to calculate, but approximately
34.000 cubic yards of rock were used
to build the dike.

An area one mile wide and seven miles long in the hills east
of what is now Highway 34 was pretty well cleared of
surface rocks. Rocks of 400 to 800 pounds were ideal
for the bottom courses of the dike and
smaller rocks for the top
courses. The rocks were loaded or rolled
over onto a stretcher. Four men grasped
the handles and lifted straight up.
The fifth man, at the rear, and the two men
on the back handles then tipped the stretcher and dumped the load onto
the truck. Each five-man crew wa.i carefully
selected, so they would be about equal in height and strength.
After a few days of working as a team, they were
able to lift incredible loads. The stretchers
were ten-foot four by fours, spaced twenty inches apart A
stretcher would last about two weeks
before wearing out

A large supply of gasoline and oil was stored in
a shed on the mainland.

Copyright © 1978 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



On 1 October 193-i Mayor John E. Hippie of the city of Pierre
accepted and dedicated the causeway.

View from the island toward the mainland after
the road was surfaced, CCC Co. 796 left Farm

Island for Hayes Center, Nebraska,
on 1 November
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