
"Working her way eastward, Martha 
Canary reached Cheyenne in the early 
1870s. By this time, she had probably 
gained her famous nickname, although it 
is uncertain how and when she did so." 
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"Ironically, Wild Bill and Calamity Jane 
accomplished little of significance to deserve 
their prominence in the region's history." 

Reviews of Wild Bill Hickok & 
Calamity Jane 

"I eagerly awaited the arrival of this book 
because I have visited Mount Moriah Cemetery 
in Deadwood and have seen the actors strolling 
the streets dressed as Wild Bill. It's great tourist 
kitsch, but so far from reality that you yearn for 
someone to break down the falsehoods and tell 
you the real tale. This book does that. 

Published by the SD State Historical Society, 
this book explains the relationship between two 
of the most famous western characters, who just 
happened to be in the same town at one 
particular moment. McLaird does a wonderful 
job of separating the myths from the little 
reality that can be documented. He explains 
why this myth continues to remain in our 
consciousness and describes media's role in 
perpetuating it. With footnotes and an extensive 
bibliography, this book will give you the truth 
behind the stories, which is long overdue." 

-www.LibraryThing.com 

"A fascinating read for anyone who wants to 
learn about how the daring real-life deeds (and 
misdeeds) of Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity 
Jane were destined to grow beyond imagination 
through the telling." 

-The Midwest Book Review 



"Hickok's deeds as scout, marshal, and actor 
dominate the story of his life between 1867 
and 1874. These activities, combined with 
his courteous and quiet demeanor, cloud the 
fact that Hickok was also addicted to gambling 
and perhaps to alcohol, as well." 

Discussion Questions 

1. Considering there are so many myths and 
legends surrounding these two famous charac
ters, how successful was McLaird at debunking 
the fabrications and showing the real people? 

2. Even though Wild Bill was only in Deadwood 
for 2 weeks, the city has done a remarkable job 
of capitalizing on the association between the 
two. Is this fair to Wild Bill? 

3. Does the passing of time give us the license to 
create "heroes" out of people who have led ques
tionable lives? 

4. What was the most surprising thing you 
learned about Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity 
Jane? 

s. Did this book positively affect your image of 
these Wild West characters or did it diminish 
your preconceived notion? 

6. Is modern society guilty of doing the same 
things that McLaird notes newspapermen and 
writers did for the notoriety of Wild Bill and 
Calamity Jane? If yes, can we learn any lessons 
from the past? 



"Before M'Kandlas and his gang returned, 
Hickok found a loaded rifle, and when 
M'Kandlas charged into the room with 
'his gun leveled,' Hickok shot him through 
the hart. Bu t there were still nine men to 
fight, and Wild Bill had only six shots left 
in his revolver to do it wi th." 

An Introduction to Wild Bill Hickok 
& Calamity Jane: Deadwood Legends 

Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane are as familiar 
to us today as many movie stars and musicians. 
Their legcacy has endured where others have not, 
and their names and likenesses are to be found 
everywhere throughout the old West. 

Part of this familiarity must be attributed to the 
writers and journalists who published stories about 
the pair. That modern-day Americans think they 
know so much about them is testimony to the 
success of those contemporary story-tellers. 

Yet, as James McLaird points out here, much of 
the legend is fabricated or exaggerated. McLaird 
has produced a biography that examines the creation 
of Wild Bill and Calamity Jane as stars in their own 
righ t. 

James D. McLaird is professor emeritus of history 
at Dakota Wesleyan University. He is author of 
numerous articles and books focusing on the Black 
Hills and the American West. 
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