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Joseph A. Dvorak was born on 3 April 1879 in n
U Drahotesice, Bohemia. In 1885, the six-year-old Dvorak U
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migrated with his parents to the United States, settling
first in New Prague, Minnesota, and later in Chicago. In
1888, the young Dvorak moved to Wahpeton in northern
Dakota Territory with his brother Vaclav Dvorak, who
was the new pastor of the Catholic church in Wahpeton.
Here, Joseph began his music lessons, which he continued
a year later in Tabor, South Dakota, when his brother was
transferred to the Catholic parish in Tabor. In 1892, the
elder Dvorak returned to Chicago for medical training,
and Joseph also returned to finish his schooling and begin
trainin~ in journalism and printing. He attended Saint
ProcoplUs College for two years, married Anna Riha in
1901, and in 1904 moved to Lesterville, South Dakota,
where he worked on the Lesterville Ledger.
In 1905, Dvorak bought the Tabor Independent from
W. A. Glassner and moved to Tabor, where he and his wife
edited the English-and-Czech-Ianguage paper for the next
forty-five years. Dvorak did not confine himself to journalism, however. His interests were varied, and he soon
started the thirty-piece Tabor Concert Band. By 1915, he
was coaching the dramatic branch of the Catholic Sokol in
Tabor as well as other dramatic groups. He designed and
painted scenery for the plays, composed operettas for the
Sokol group, and choreographed performances. His compositional abilities were eclectic. He composed works like
the Black Hills Suite, Concerto in D Minor, and a contata
entitled Water Lily, but he also composed music for the
lyrics of state poets like Will Chamberlain and arranged
religious music for biblical texts. Many of his works were
performed throughout the 1920s and 1930s, with his Black
Hills Suite given by the Au~ustana Symphony Orchestra
in 1929 and his "Beatitudes' by church choirs in Yankton
in 1927.
In addition to his musical abilities, Dvorak was a
political cartoonist during World War I, a photographer,
postmaster, and justice of the peace. In 1920, he published
a history of the Czechs in South Dakota, which has recently
been translated. Dvorak retired from his active live in
1950, selling the Tabor Independent to local businessmen.
He continued his printing business for a short time, but he
and his wife eventually moved to Lincoln, Nebraska,
where some of his children and grandchildren lived.
Dvorak died in Lincoln on 4 September 1964.
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