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Dakota Resources:
The Haynes Photograph Collection
at the Montana Historical Society

DELORES J. MORROW

City newspapers and national photographic journals of the late
nineteenth century referred to F. Jay Haynes as "the professor,"
"the Palace Car operator," and the "official photographer of the
Northern Pacific Railroad." Today, Haynes is best known for his
magnificent photographs of Yellowstone National Park and best
remembered as the "official photographer of Yellowstone." He
has not yet acquired the national reputation of such contemporaries as Carleton Watkins and William Henry Jackson, but his work
survives as testimony to his artistry as both a documentary and
landscape photographer.
Frank Jay Haynes, or, as he preferred to call himself in his
business dealings, F. Jay Haynes, was born on 28 October 1853 in
Saline, Michigan. His father, Levi Hasbrouck Haynes, operated a
mercantile business in which young Haynes received his first
work experience. Soon after the financial panic of 1873, the family
business failed and F. Jay Haynes had to seek other employment.
He worked for a short time as a traveling salesman and then
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secured an apprenticeship with S. C. Graham, a photographer and
illustration salesman in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. Haynes learned
the basics of photography from Graham before accepting a new
position in April 1875 with another Wisconsin photographer,
William H. Lockwood.
While working for Lockwood, Haynes became convinced that
he could procure a living by practicing the "photographic art." He
received encouragement from his sister Ella Henderson, the wife
of a hardware-store owner in Moorhead, Minnesota, and in September 1876, Haynes moved to Moorhead to open his own studio.
Portraiture was the mainstay of his early photographic business,
but his landscape views brought his work to the attention of the
Northern Pacific railroad (NP). A month after his arrival in Moorhead, Haynes received a commission from the railroad to photograph the "bonanza farms" in the Red River Valley, and this initial contract brought Haynes further commissions from the NP to
produce stereo views of the railroad's construction route and
important points along its line from Brainerd, Minnesota, to
Bismarck, Dakota Territory.
In 1878, Haynes had prospered sufficiently in his photographic
business to allow him to marry Lily Snyder, a sister-in-law of his
past employer William Lockwood. With his new wife's help,
Haynes continued to expand his photographic operation, and in
May 1879, they moved to Fargo and opened a new, enlarged
studio. In the years that followed, Haynes continued to travel,
taking his camera up the Missouri River to Fort Benton, into
Manitoba, Ontario, and Saskatchewan, and throughout the northwestern United States, as far west as Glacier Bay, Alaska.
In 1881, Haynes made an NP-sponsored expedition to Yellowstone National Park. Enthralled by the photographic possibilities
offered by Yellowstone's scenery, Haynes also recognized the
commercial potential of the area. He obtained a photo concession
in the park in 1884 and built a studio at Mammoth Hot Springs.
This studio became his base of operations for his future work in
Yellowstone. Haynes's seasonal activities in Yellowstone
National Park did not prevent his commissioned work for the
Northern Pacific railroad. In 1885, Haynes began touring the
Northwest in his Palace Studio Car, a remodeled Pullman car.
Haynes and his staff traveled the NP's main and branch lines,
producing thousands of views for the railroad and for the people
who lived in trackside communities.
Haynes closed his Fargo studio in 1889 and established a
"printory" and gallery in Saint Paul, Minnesota. The studio car
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remained in operation until 1905, but increasingly Haynes relied
upon qualified assistants to manage its operation. Haynes
expanded his commercial facilities in Yellowstone park and
accumulated an extensive inventory of photographs of Yellowstone subjects, marketing hundreds of views of scenery, wildlife,
and tourist activities. Failing health prompted Haynes to retire
in 1916, and his son Jack took over responsibility for his photographic interests. F. Jay Haynes died in Saint Paul on 10 March
1921, but his son continued his business. Jack Haynes increased
the number of shops in the park and continued to provide visitors
with photographs of Yellowstone until his own death in 1962.
The Haynes collection was donated to the Montana Historical
Society over a period of years, beginning in 1978, by Isabel
Haynes, the widow of Jack Ellis Haynes. The complete collection
includes glass and film negatives, albums, vintage prints.
The photographic skills of F. Jay Haynes are perhaps best illustrated by his
landscape photography. This 15 September 1897 photograph is captioned "G. A.
McGowan ranch near Plains. Montana, ormaybe Thompson Falls, Montana" (H-3696/.
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"Haynes Printory, Jackson Hill,
St. Paul, Minn." (H-29891, 1893

"Northwestern Express. Stage œiâ Transportation Co..
Ihr -Ciist>T R(,ut>' j-ia Bismarck' office, Deadwood" IH-122). 1877
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"Fountain Roller Mills. Yankton,
S. D."IH-2978K 1892

"N. P. locomotive no. Al and train, at N. P.
depot, Minnewaukan. D. T." (H-1795K 1886
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"Main Street, Bismarck, l>. T.. VilUird excursiuu" IH-Üiol. 1883

cameras, darkroom equipment, negative and order registers,
Haynes catalogs, art, and numerous artifacts, mainly memorabilia of Yellowstone National Park. The photographic materials
include the work of F. Jay Haynes (1853-1921), his son Jack Ellis
Haynes {1884-1962), and their assistants, and they represent a
nearly complete record of the photographic output of the Haynes
studios from 1876 to 1962.'
The Haynes Photograph Collection contains over twenty-three
thousand negatives and several thousand vintage prints. The
prints include all the formats for photographs that were popular
1. Surprisingly little of the portrait work from the Haynes studios remains in the
collection, except selected views of family, friends, and business associates, and a
few striking portraits of American Indians.
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while the Haynes studios were in business —stereographs, cartes
de visite, cabinets, boudoirs, albums, mammoth-size prints, and
postcards. The negatives consist of wet collodion and gelatin dry
plates as well as nitrate and safety flexible film. Also included in
the collection are color and black-and-white transparencies.
These materials range in size from 20-by-24-inch glass plates to
35mm color slides.
The negative collection dates from 1876 and F. Jay Haynes's
early stereo work in the Fargo-Moorhead area. It documents the
construction of the Northern Pacific railroad, the settlement of
the Northwest, the development of Yellowstone National Park,
and the landscapes of the West. It includes views from Haynes's
commissioned trips for the NP, his Palace Car operation, and his
travels to Wisconsin, Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, Alaska, and parts of
central and western Canada. A large proportion of the negatives
reflect the Haynes family's involvement in Yellowstone from
1881 to 1962.
The Haynes Photograph Collection is divided into two parts.
The flrst section contains the 9,000 negatives taken by F. Jay
Haynes and his assistants from 1876 to 1915. Because the early
numbering systems used by Haynes studios were inconsistent
and redundant, the negatives have been rearranged in nearly
chronological order and given unique numbers. For each numbered negative, there is a corresponding reference or research
print. Access to the F. Jay Haynes portion of the collection is provided through a subject index on microflehe. Each unique image
was cataloged individually. The microflehe is a reproduction of
these catalog cards and all cross references. From the verbal
description of subject content and the physical characteristics of
the image, the researcher can make a preliminary selection of
photographs that may be of interest. Photographs have been
indexed on the flehe by photographer as well as subject. This
information is available at the end of the subject listings under
the heading "Other Photographers," and their work is arranged
in order by number. The microflehe index (48x reduction) is available for four dollars from the Montana Historical Society. Not
included on the microflehe are lists of all personal names in the
subject index or lists of cities and places within each state and
Canadian province that is represented in the collection. For
example, thirty cities and places in South Dakota are listed in the
collection; forty-one in North Dakota. These lists are available to
researchers for photocopying charges only.
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The second part of the Haynes Photograph Collection contains
the work of Jack Ellis Haynes and his assistants from 1915 to
1962. Access to these 15,000 negatives is possible through a selfindexing system of reference prints. Each print was assigned one
subject heading and filed alphabetically, using subjects that correspond to the index in the published Haynes Guide to Yellowstone National Park. Each print retains the negative number
assigned by the studio. No new numbers were given to items in
this part of the collection because the negatives are filed by their
old studio numbers, and these numbers are based on the last two
numbers of the year in which the negative was made (e.g.. No.
37759 is a photograph of Old Faithful Lodge Savages taken in
1937). A subject authority file to the Jack Ellis Haynes portion of
the collection is available for use at the society. Researchers can
also request photocopies of reference prints (limit of twenty
copies per request) filed under selected subject headings.
The records that accompanied the photographic materials
donated by Mrs. Haynes include photograph order books, nega"Interior—carpenter shop. South Dakota
Agricultural College. Brookings, S,D," (H-27111. 1892
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tive registers, Haynes catalogs, copyright records, and a small
amount of business records for the photography business of F.
Jay and Jack Ellis Haynes.^ Haynes manuscript materials not directly related to the Haynes photographs are deposited at the
Special Collections Library, Montana State University, Bozeman,
Montana.
Because the Haynes Photograph Collection has been virtually
closed to researchers for many years, the Montana Historical
Society has produced an exhibit and a book to reintroduce the
public to F. Jay Haynes's photographs. The exhibition, entitled
"F. Jay Haynes: Fifty Views." is scheduled to travel for the next
two years to towns throughout tbe Northwest. The book, F. Jay
Haynes: Photographer, contains a short biography of Haynes and
160 duotone reproductions of his photographs. Published in the
fall of 1981, this book is now available at the society or through
the University of Washington Press.
For more information about the Haynes Photograph Collection
at tbe Montana Historical Society, contact Delores J. Morrow,
Photograph Curator, Montana Historical Society, 225 North Roberts, Helena, Montana 59601.
2. Frank Jay Haynes Records, 1876-1962, 8 feet. Manuscript Collection 146, Montana Historical Society Archives, Helena, Montana.
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