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Dakota Resources:
Religious Archives at the
Center for Western Studies

ALAN M, SCHWARTZ

The Center for Western Studies, an agency of Augustana College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is the official repository for the
Archives of the Episcopal Church in South Dakota and is the
South Dakota District Archives of the American Lutheran
Church. A huge storehouse of historical information can be found
in these two church archives, and many aspects of the history of
South Dakota, the Northern Great Plains, and the United States
are well documented in these collections.
The Archives of the Episcopal Church in South Dakota are substantial in both size and content. They consist of 90 collections of
various documents, occupying 135 cubic feet, plus 128 oversize
volumes, 79 church registers/registers of church services, 68 sets
of blueprints, 2,000 photographs, and 18 scrapbooks. The individual collections range in size from three letters to twenty cubic
feet of material and cover the years 1862 to 1982, Documents
found in the collections include correspondence, notes, journals,
diaries, manuscripts, minutes, reports, lists, school records, finan-
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cial records, photographs, printed materials, newspaper clippings, and scrapbooks. To better facilitate retrieval and usage,
these materials have been grouped into the following record
series: (1) records/papers; (2) church registers/registers of church
services; (3) photographs; (4) scrapbooks; (5) blueprints/building
specifications; and (6) printed materials.
In the Episcopal archives, the most important research materials are located in the records/papers series, which has been further divided into various subseries: bishops' papers; archdeacons'
papers; officers' papers; clergy papers; governing-body records;
committee, department, and institutional records; church
records; and mission records. One highly important subseries contains the bishops' papers. Included in this area are the papers of
the best-known Episcopalian in South Dakota —William Hobart
Hare, the first Episcopal bishop of the state. The papers of his
successors, George Biller, Jr., Hugh L. Burleson, William Blair
Roberts, and Conrad Gesner, are also available. The papers of the
Episcopal bishops provide an abundance of historical information
on such varied topics as the Great Depression in South Dakota.
the home front during the first and second world wars, the impact
of the Missouri River dams, and the rise of the civil rights movement.
Another valuable group of documents in the Episcopal archives
are the records of committees, departments, and institutions. The
documents generated by the Episcopal church's efforts to provide educational facilities for both white and Sioux children are
included in this subseries. Separate collections exist for All
Saints' School (Sioux Falls), Bishop Hare School (Mission), Saint
Elizabeth's School (Wakpala), Saint John's School (Cheyenne
River Indian Reservation), and Saint Mary's School (Springfield).
Additional materials on the schools can also be found in other collections, such as the papers of William Hobart Hare. Of increasing
value to family historians is the collection of Episcopal church
registers. The collection contains volumes for Episcopal missions
located on the Pine Ridge, Rosebud, Santee, Standing Rock, and
Yankton reservations. Many of the registers date back to the
1870s. The remainder of the volumes in the collection come from
inactive churches and older parishes.
While the Center for Western Studies has been quite successful in obtaining and preserving the historical records of the Episcopal church, one of the region's oldest church bodies, it has also
been successful in saving the records of a relative newcomer to
the area, the American Lutheran Church (ALC), South Dakota
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District, which was established in 1960. The ALC archives at the
center is small compared to the Episcopal archives, but the materials are equally important. The ALC archives contains twelve
collections, occupying twelve cubic feet, as well as approximately
five hundred bound journals and loose volumes and seventy-two
lantern slides of rural churches and homes. The materials date
from 1853 to 1980, Items in the ALC collections are similar to
those found in the Episcopal collections. However, the Lutheran
archives also contains various printed materials, such as annual
reports, minutes, bulletins, directories, yearbooks, and histories.
Many of the items are written in Norwegian and were published
by the Norwegian Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church, predecessors of the American Lutheran Church.
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The ALC collections of original materials include the records of
the ALC district office files, the Luther League, Lutheran Outdoors, Lutheran Brotherhood, Home Missions, and the Women's
Missionary Federation/Ladies Aid Society historical project. The
latter collection is by far one of the most important sources of information on the history of the Lutheran church in South Dakota,
The project files contain manuscripts, annual reports, correspondence, printed materials, newspaper clippings, and photographs collected by the society from 1930 to 1960. The manuscripts in particular are important as they record the activities
and recollections of the early settlers and other important individuals.
These examples barely cover the numerous materials to be
found in the two religious archives at the Center for Western
Studies. For additional information, please contact Archivist
Alan M. Schwartz, Center for Western Studies, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SD 57197; telephone (605) 336-4007,
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