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Dakota Resources:
Historical Collections at
the Center for Western Studies

HARRY F . THOMPSON

The archives and manuscripts collections of the Center for
Western Studies, a research and archival agency of Augustana
College, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, are organized on the basis of
four repository designations: (1) Denominational Archives, (2) Augustana College/Augustana Academy/Lutheran Normal School
Archives, (3) Minnehaha County Archives, and (4) Center for
Western Studies Collections. For the purposes of this article,
however, the historical collections will be discussed in relation to
three artificial groupings: (1) papers of significant individuals, {2)
records of institutions and organizations, and (3) special collections. The large number of collections at the center prohibits a detailed discussion of any single collection; this article will therefore examine briefly, and usually in alphabetical order, several of
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the major collections in each of the three groupings. Generally,
microfilm collections, which are not unique to the center, are excluded from the discussion.
The first category, papers of significant individuals, includes
the papers of Anna Berdahl, Fern L. Chamberlain, Melvin Grigsby, Donald D. Parker, Bessie Pettigrew, and Frederick W. Pettigrew. The papers of Anna Berdahl (1908-1980; 4 cu. ft.), a leader in
nursing education and hospital administration in Sioux Falls, include lecture notes from her teaching duties at Sioux Valley
School of Nursing, a copy of her "Procedures Used in the Teaching of the Principles and Practice of Nursing" (1950), pamphlets
and student handbooks from Sioux Valley School of Nursing, and
the constitution and bylaws of the Sioux Valley Nurses' Association. The papers of Fern L. Chamberlain (1934-1976; 5 in.) reflect
Chamberlain's activities as chief of Research and Statistics at the
South Dakota Department of Public Welfare and, later, her duties
as a social worker with Lutheran Social Services. The collection
includes Chamberlain's letters regarding social welfare in South
Dakota, her report entitled "The South Dakota Farmer in the Period of the Depression: Industrial Problems" (1934), and a comprehensive scrapbook documenting the 1966-1967 South Dakota public welfare controversy.
Col. Melvin Grigsby's papers (1893-1914; 6 in. and microfilm) reflect Grigsby's involvement in organizing the Third United
States Volunteer Cavalry, known as "Grigsby's Cowboys," during the Spanish-American War. The collection contains letters
from the United States War Department, instructing Grigsby to
form the cavalry, and letters from individuals wishing to serve in
the regiment, many of whom had served with Grigsby in the Second Wisconsin Cavalry during the Civil War. Grigsby, the author
of A Smoked Yank, an account of his confinement and escape
from a Confederate prison, was a prominent Sioux Falls lawyer
and state politician.
The papers of former South Dakota State University history
professor Donald D. Parker (1893-1973; 14 cu. ft.) document Parker's activities as a professional historian. This collection includes
manuscripts, notes, reports, photographs, correspondence, clippings, newspapers, and maps. Of particular interest to Parker
were the history of South Dakota counties, especially Brookings
County, and the development of South Dakota religious denominations, especially Presbyterianism.
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The Pettigrew family played a significant role in the early history of southeastern South Dakota, and the family's influence on
the area is well represented at the center. The Bessie Pettigrew
Papers (1870-1936; 3.5 cu. ft), which were collected by the niece of
United States Senator Richard F. Pettigrew, include documents,
correspondence, account books, and record books of Pettigrew
family members and such business documents as incorporation
papers of the Sioux Falls, Yankton and Southwestern Railway
Company, the Sioux Falls City Street Railroad Company, the
Saint Olaf Roller Mill, and the Sioux Falls Woolen Mill. The
papers of Senator Pettigrew's brother and business associate,
Frederick W. Pettigrew, of Flandreau {1879-1902; 2 cu. ft.), contain Pettigrew's correspondence and real-estate record books.
The papers of Senator Richard F. Pettigrew (1878-1926) are available on microfilm at the center.
Records of institutions and organizations, the second grouping
of historical collections at the center, includes materials from the
South Dakota District of the American Lutheran Church, Augustana College, the Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota, Minnehaha
County, John Morrell and Company, Sioux Falls Army Air Base,
South Dakota State Medical Association, South Dakota State
Penitentiary, and the South Dakota Conference of the United
Church of Christ. The Archives of the South Dakota District of
the American Lutheran Church and the Archives of the Episcopal
Diocese of South Dakota have been discussed in detail in a previous article in South Dakota History.^
The Augustana College Archives tl872- ; 300 cu. ft.), document the westward migration of the state's largest private college. It began in Springfield, Illinois, in 1860 and moved to Canton, South Dakota, in 1884 and then, in 1918, to Sioux Falls, where
it merged with Lutheran Normal School (founded in 1889). The
college archives include the records of Augustana Academy and
Lutheran Normal School. Few records remain from the earliest
years of the college, but the college's concerns and accomplishments since 1884, as one of the first institutions of higher education in Dakota Territory, are well represented by the archives.
The Minnehaha County Archives (1871-1978; 500 cu. ft.), the single largest record group at the center, consist of nine subgroups:
1. Alan M. Schwartz, "Dakota Resources: Religious Archives at the Center for
Western Studies," South Dakota History 13 (Fall 1983): 261-64.
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auditor's office, clerk of courts' office, health department, highway department, director of equalization's office, register of
deeds' office, sheriffs office, state attorney's office, and treasurer's office. In this collection, researchers will find such unusual
sources as the minutes of the board of insanity, the mother's pension record, the stallion certificate record, the record of contagious diseases, the sheriffs day book, surveyor's field books, personal taxable property lists, assessment returns, and real-estate
tax lists.
The photographs, scrapbooks, and printed materials in the records of the Sioux Falls plant of John Morrell and Company
(1911-1976; 2 cu. ft.; and 44 vols.) document the history of a major
midwestern meat-packing plant since its founding in 1911. The
photographs in the collection record interior and exterior scenes
of workers and equipment, as well as various stages of construction of the first plant. Among the printed materials are the company periodicals Morrell's Magazine and Trimmings, which report the activities of plant employees since the 1940s.
The Sioux Falls Army Air Base Collection (1942-1945; 5 in.) includes correspondence, photographs, clippings, and printed materials relating to the Army Training School for Radio Operators
and Airplane Mechanics, which was located in Sioux Falls during
the Second World War. The air-base newspapers Ward-0-Scope,
Polar Tech, and Sioux Sentinel are part of this collection.
South Dakota medical associations are represented at the center by the papers of the South Dakota chapter of the American
Academy of Pediatrics and the South Dakota Pediatrics Society
(19654978; 2 in.) and by the records of the South Dakota State
Medical Association (1883-1982; 2.5 cu. ft.). The State Medical Association collection includes manuscripts, minutes, legal documents, printed materials, scrapbooks, photographs, and tapes collected by the association as part of its centennial celebration in
1981. Histories of the association and Saint Luke's Hospital,
Aberdeen, and biographical sketches of the association's past
presidents are found in this collection. Of particular note is a
scrapbook of newspaper accounts of health conditions in Sioux
Falls in the 1920s and 1930s.
The original prisoner case files of the South Dakota State Penitentiary (1878-1948; 140 cu. ft.) are being deposited at the center
after they have been microfilmed by the South Dakota Archives
Resource Center. These records begin with case file number 1,
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Train wrecks, such as that of Engine 5020, and small
South Dakota towns, such as Midland and Belvidere, are
featured in the postcard collection in the V. H.
Masters papers at the Center for Western Sttidies.
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Main Street Looking East, Midland, 1909

Wheel Barrow Race, Belvidere, 1909

Copyright © 1986 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

240

South Dakota History

which records that Charles W. Hunt, indicted for murder, was
sentenced on 11 June 1878 by Judge A. H. Barnes of the first Judicial District, Territory of Dakota, to hard labor for twelve years
in the House of Correction, Detroit. The files vary in content, but
generally they contain judgment and sentencing papers, personal
data sheets, lists of letters sent and received, letters, and, occasionally, detailed accounts of the circumstances surrounding the
crimes. At this writing, the center has prisoner case files through
number 10,450 (1948).
The center has recently become the repository for the Archives of the South Dakota Conference of the United Church of
Christ (1868-1963; 150 cu. ft.), which were previously housed at
Yankton College. The conference archives are a valuable source
of primary materials on the activities of the Congregational
Christian church and the Evangelical and Reformed churches in
South Dakota. The conference archives, when arranged, will afford researchers the opportunity to evaluate the impact of American Puritanism on one segment of the western frontier.
The third grouping of historical material is special collections,
a general rubric for miscellaneous collections, including several
photograph collections. The Guy Anderson Collection (ca. 18801920; 1.5 cu. ft.) is composed of photographs of the Sioux Falls
area, and it includes several rare photographs of early Sioux
Falls. The three thousand glass negatives in the Mary Farrar Collection (c. 1890-1940) document approximately fifty years of western South Dakota and northwestern Nebraska life as recorded by
Rapid City photographer Fred W. Farrar. The photographs and
negatives in the Dale Jensen Collection (ca. 1900-1940; 4 cu. ft.) record events and people of the Rapid City and Black Hills area. Of
particular note are the aerial views of Mount Rushmore, taken
while Gutzon Borglum was carving in the 1930s.
The thirty-nine photographs in the Olaf M. Jordeth Collection
(1895-1905) record leisure activities of the Jordeth family in the
Lebanon and Gettysburg areas of South Dakota and collegiate
scenes at Lutheran Normal School (now Augustana College) and
at the University of South Dakota. The photographs of the Jordeth family's pastimes —boating, picnicking, courting —provide
examples of lighter moments in the harsh lives of Dakota pioneers.
The V. H. Masters Collection of over two hundred postcards depicting South Dakota scenes in the early twentieth century is per-
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haps most notable for its inclusion of more than forty postcards
celebrating small South Dakota towns. As a bank examiner, Vere
H. Masters traveled from town to town in the early 1900s, sending postcards of the towns he visited to his wife, Ida, in Spencer
to inform her of his day's activities and his plans for the next day.
There are postcards, for example, of Midland (1909), Redfield
(1910), Oacoma (1910), Akaska (1910), and Wolsey (1911). The Masters collection also contains several postcards of train wrecks and
train mishaps in Minnesota and South Dakota, 1910-1913, such as
the explosion of Engine 5020, on 14 February 1913, near Edgemont, South Dakota.
The research records for "Changing Social Patterns on the Lingering Frontier" (1965-1967; 6 cu. ft.), a study conducted by Herbert Krause and William R. Wyatt "to measure and evaluate in
dynamic terms the frontier attitude as it has existed in South Dakota from the inception of settlement in the 188O's and 189O's
down to the present time," include the transcripts of ninetyseven interviews from three generations of inhabitants. The
study involved randomly selected individuals from one eastern
county (Minnehaha) and one western county (Lyman) in South Dakota. A survey of the effects of television on the residents of
Harding County, which was completed as part of this study, is
also included in this collection.
The Reuben Goertz Collection (ca. 1880- ; 100 cu. ft.) focuses
on the Germans from Russia who settled in South Dakota, particularly in Hutchinson, Turner, and McCook counties. Consisting of
correspondence, clippings, manuscripts, notes, research files,
photographs, periodicals, and books, the Goertz collection, assembled by Reuben Goertz of Freeman, is a storehouse of information
on German-Russian culture and Mennonite and Hutterite traditions.
The papers of Enos G. and Elbert 0. Jones {1913-1931; 1.5 cu.
ft.) document twenty years of controversy surrounding the construction of Drainage Ditch Nos. 1 and 2 in Sioux Falls. The court
opinions, briefs, transcripts, and survey maps were collected by
Elbert 0. Jones, a legal counsel in the dispute.
These are just a few of the historical collections at the Center
for Western Studies, located on the lower level of Mikkelsen Library, Augustana College. A thirty-page guide to the collections
at the center. The Archives and Manuscripts Collections of the
Center for Western Studies, edited by Harry F. Thompson, is
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available to those who are interested in conducting serious research at the center. Copies may be obtained by writing to Archivist, Center for Western Studies, Augustana College, Box 727,
Sioux Falls, SD 57197.
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