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The story of the Presentation Sisters and health care in South
Dakota has roots in a variety of people and events. The character
of the order's founder. Irishwoman Honoria ("Nano") Nagle, its
tradition of changing to meet unforeseen needs, and the demands
of growing frontier communities are all factors that help to ex-
plain the eventual success in the health care profession of a group
of women who first came to Dakota Territory in 1880 to serve as
teachers on an Indian reservation. As they adjusted their mission
to include the health care requirements of pioneer settlements,
the nuns found themselves in a position of leadership that they
had not achieved as teachers. The Presentation Sisters of South
Dakota are thus an excellent example of frontier people who suc-
cessfully adapted to fill a need, and the people of the Northern
Great Plains have benefited greatly from their leadership in
health care delivery.

By the time the Presentation Sisters founded their first hospi-
tal in Aberdeen, South Dakota, in 1901, the region's residents
were somewhat accustomed to the practice of Catholic sister-
hoods operating hospitals. A small group of Benedictine Sisters
from Minnesota had founded the first permanent hospital on the
northern plains in 1885 when they established Saint Alexius in
Bismarck. Another group of Benedictine Sisters who had been
working as teachers in South Dakota since before statehood
established the second, opening Sacred Heart Hospital in Yank-
ton in 1897. Like their Benedictine counterparts, the Presenta-
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tion Sisters had also begun their work in Dakota Territory as
teachers.'

The Presentation nuns expanded their mission to include
health care partly because of the goals and actions of Nano Nagle,
the woman who founded their order in Ireland in 1776. Besides
operating schools for the poor in Cork, she had also ministered to
the needs of gravely ill residents of the city. Entering the order in
Ireland as a young woman. Mother Joseph Butler, superior of the
South Dakota motherhouse from 1894 to 1915, was impressed
with stories of Nano Nagle's work among the sick and dying.
These tales must have influenced her decision to offer the Presen-
tation convent as a temporary accommodation for the victims of a
diphtheria epidemic that struck Aberdeen in 1900. In the next
few years. Mother Butler, like Nano Nagle, would remain un-
daunted as countless obstacles threatened to undermine her new
goal of founding a hospital in the young town. In making her deci-
sion, the mother superior was aware that the Presentation Sis-
ters had shown flexibility and perseverance since their 1880 ar-
rival in Dakota Territory. Originally intending to open a school
for Indian children on the Yankton reservation, the sisters had
been forced by circumstances —weather, lack of population —
to modify their work to suit the children of immigrants from the
eastern United States and foreign countries who had settled in
northeastern Dakota Territory, After a six-year period of open-
ing and closing schools, the Presentation Sisters had founded a
motherhouse in Aberdeen in 1886. The order's ability to adapt to
new and changing circumstances undoubtedly influenced Mother
Butler when she decided to open Saint Luke's Hospital in the
year following the diphtheria epidemic.^

The sisters' departure from traditional Presentation activity in
education occurred at the turn of the century when, as a pioneer
community, Aberdeen had not yet progressed to the stage where
the population could support permanent health care facilities. In
the Í880s, there had been a county hospital in the town, but its fi-
nancial status had not been secure, and it had operated for only a
few years before closing its doors. Thus, in 1900, Aberdeen suf-
fered from a lack of hospital services for its rapidly growing popu-

1. St. Alexius Medical Center: A Century of Healing (Bismarck, N.Dak.: St.
Alexius Medical Center, n.d.), p. 1; Susan C. Peterson, "A Widening Horizon: Cath-
olic Sisterhoods on the Northern Plains, 1874-1910," Great Plains Quarterly 5
(Spring 1985): 130.

2. T. J. Walsh, Nano Nagle and the Presentation Sisters (Dublin: M. H. Gill &
Son, 1959), p. 281; Susan Peterson, "From Paradise to Prairie: The Presentation
Sisters in Dakota, 1880-1896," South Dakota History 10 (Summer 1980): 210-22.
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Presentation Sisters 3

lation, and it was totally unprepared for the medical emergency
created by the outbreak of diphtheria.^ Coincidentally, a new can-
didate for membership in the Presentation order had provided
the sisters with the beginnings of expertise in health care. She
was Charlotte Boyson (known as Sister Dominic), a graduate
nurse from Winona, Minnesota, whose training and ability served

3. Aberdeen American-News, 17 June 1956. The hospital, referred to as both
Brown County Hospital and Good Samaritan Hospital, did reopen for a time in the
early 1900s but failed to achieve permanence.

Mother Joseph Butler led the Presentation Sisters
into the health care field in the early 1900s.
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the order and the community of Aberdeen during the 1900 epi-
demic, which struck only a few months after her arrival. As Sis-
ter Boyson supervised the other nuns who cared for patients in
the temporary hospital set up in the convent, community leaders
noticed their efforts. Once the epidemic had passed. Father
Robert Haire, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, Mayor J. E. Adams,
and Dr. H. J. Rock, realizing the need for a permanent hospital
and recognizing the abilities of the sisters, requested that Mother
Joseph Butler establish a hospital to be run by the order.*

Before the sisters could commit themselves to health care, sev-
eral obstacles had to be removed. Because the Presentation con-
stitution made no mention of nursing as an apostolate, that docu-
ment had to be revised and approved. Mother Butler worked with
Bishop Thomas O'Gorman of the Diocese of Sioux Falls to win the
necessary approval from the Holy See for the change in the
order's structure, thus clearing one major hurdle.^ The other had
to do with finances. Neither the Presentation Sisters nor Sacred
Heart Parish possessed sufficient funds to finance the construc-
tion of a hospital, and no aid would be forthcoming from the dioce-
san headquarters. Therefore, Mother Butler secured a loan from
Isaac Lincoln, president of a local bank, to underwrite the build-
ing of a fifteen-bed facility to be called Saint Luke's Hospital. She
served as first administrator of the hospital when it opened to the
public in 1901, and Sister Boyson supervised the order's first
school of nursing, which had an enrollment of three pupils, all
Presentation Sisters.*

In 1902, Father Haire described Saint Luke's Hospital in an ar-
ticle for the official parish yearbook: "It possesses all advantages
of gas and city water. The Hospital is a three story building and
basement, substantially built of brick and . . . Kesota stone. The
floors . . . are doubled, with a layer of heavy felt to guard against
transmission of noise." The third floor contained operating and
sterilizing rooms, and. Father Haire continued, "everything per-
taining to the comfort and convenience of the patient has been
considered; bath and toilet rooms, electric call bells, telephone

4. Ibid., 12 Nov. 1939,14 Oct. 1951; Walsh, Nano Nagle, p. 281; Diamond Jubilee
Book (Aberdeen, S.Dak.: Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
1961), p. 46.

5. Final approval of the constitution came from Pope Pius XII in 1946. See
Walsh, Nano Nagle, p. 281n.31.

6. Collection of Personal Interviews, Archives, Presentation Heights, Aber-
deen, S.Dak. (the archives are hereafter cited as PHA); Aberdeen American-News,
17 June 1956; Jubilee Data, PHA; Presentation School of Nursing Bulletin, 1960-62
[Aberdeen, S.Dak.: Presentation Heights, 1962], p. 8.

Copyright © 1987 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



Presentation Sisters

and elevator, etc." The new facility had no medical or surgical
staff but, instead, was "open to all reputable physicians who may
desire to have their patients treated in the hospital. Should pa-
tients come who are not recommended by any physician they
must abide by the decision of the Board of Directors." The priest
stressed the community nature of the enterprise, stating that pa-
tients were "admitted irrespective of religious belief and all are
assured the same treatment without regard to creed or color. All
clergymen have free access at all times to patients of their de-
nominations." Finally, Father Haire mentioned that costs of "ac-
commodations in the Hospital to either medical or surgical pa-
tients range from $6.00 to $12.00 per week, according to location
of the room."^

Once the hospital opened, the major thrust during its first for-
ty years was the expansion of facilities and services. Tbe original
building proved inadequate by 1908, and the sisters built a new
seventy-five bed structure. More wings were added in 1913,1919,
and 1928 as Aberdeen grew in population and emerged as a re-
gional railroad center with twenty-four passenger trains arriving
daily. The flu epidemic of 1918-1919, which occurred throughout
the entire country, added problems for the sisters, as did out-
breaks of typhoid, smallpox, and other forms of influenza. As
nursing services and qualifications of the medical staff improved,
the American Medical Association granted Saint Luke's accredi-
tation in 1924, and community involvement increased the follow-
ing year with the founding of an auxiliary association. This group,
headed by physicians' wives, undertook fund-raising duties to
provide care for indigent patients."

In 1940, the Presentation Sisters again needed more room at
Saint Luke's. Mother Raphael McCarthy, superior of the order
since 1933, realized that new construction would severely weaken
the community's financial status, and she decided to purchase an
already existing facility-a building that had once been used as a
hospital. Like Mother Butler, Mother McCarthy had had
teacher's training as a young woman in Ireland, but recuperation
from an illness had led her into further schooling as a nurse. She
showed such acumen that she rose quickly to positions of authori-
ty in Presentation medical care. Plagued with poor eyesight,

7. Official Yearbook of Sacred Heart Catholic Church (Aberdeen, S.Dak.:
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 1902), p. 22.

8. Aberdeen American-News, 14 Oct. 1951,17 June 1956, and clippings in Scrap-
book, PHA; Diamond Jubilee Book, p. 46; St. Luke's manuscript, p. 15, Jubilee
Data, PHA.
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By 1928, when this photograph of Saint Luke's Hospital in
Aberdeen was taken, several wings had been added in response

to community growth and intermittent disease outbreaks.

Mother McCarthy nevertheless displayed much vision for the
Presentation Sisters when it came to adjusting to the crises of
the Great Depression and World War II. There was one major
problem with her plan to use an existing facility, however. The
newly purchased building was located more than ten blocks away
from Saint Luke's; Mother McCarthy had to find a way to move it
closer. Because the four-and-one-half-story brick and concrete
structure had earlier served as a community hospital, little re-
modeling would be needed if the move could be accomplished
without major damage. In September 1940, amid local skepticism
about her decision. Mother McCarthy authorized the moving of
the building. Many townspeople believed that the five-thousand-
ton structure could not be transported without crumbling, but
the transfer was accomplished with damage limited to one
cracked window. Located north across the street from the main
hospital building, the new facility had a capacity of eighty beds,
and the sisters furnished it as a complete medical unit. The two
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buildings were connected by a tunnel until 1947 when a covered
crosswalk was completed. The medical annex, as the new unit
was called, provided much-needed space during the Second
World War.'

After their initial success in establishing Saint Luke's Hospital
in 1901, the Presentation Sisters began the construction and op-
eration of three more hospitals within the next ten years. By
1911, they had founded facilities at Mitchell, South Dakota; Miles
City, Montana; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Each institution
owed its origins to the growing recognition that the sisters were
receiving and to the need for health care facilities in the no longer
frontierlike environment of South Dakota and Montana.

9. Biography of Mother Raphael McCarthy, pp. 1-8, File 1, PHA; Aberdeen
American-News, 17 June 1956; Scrapbook, PHA; Diamond Jubilee Book, p. 32.

In 1940, Mother McCarthy orchestrated the move of
a former community hospital, renamed the medical

annex, to a site across the street from. Saint Luke's.
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In 1906, a group of citizens from Mitchell appealed to Mother
Butler for help in establishing a hospital there. Familiar with the
Presentation Sisters because a group of them staffed Notre Dame
Academy in Mitchell, the community was further impressed with
the nuns' success in establishing Saint Luke's Hospital. As Mitch-
ell had no medical facility, physicians had to travel long distances
to farms and small towns in the region. They performed surgery
on kitchen tables or in their offices, often receiving food as pay-
ment for their services. A desire to improve medical care and to
attract better doctors led Dr. Byron A. Bobb of Mitchell to con-
tact the Presentation Sisters."'

Once Mother Butler agreed to take on the responsibilities of
another hospital, money had to be raised for construction of a fa-
cility. A citizens' advisory group sold bonds to contribute to the
effort, and the sisters borrowed twenty thousand dollars. Local
businessmen donated several lots in the eastern part of the town
where the four-story building would be constructed. The new hos-
pital opened in November 1906 with a capacity of thirty beds.
Townspeople contributed linens, towels, and small amounts of
money to be used in purchasing furnishings. Five sisters com-
prised the first staff of the hospital, named after Saint Joseph,
and they opened a school of nursing during the first year of opera-
tion. Because the hospital's first water supply proved unusable
due to a high degree of rust, the furnace man prepared a soft-
water system utilizing steam from the boiler room. When water
was scarce, the nuns bought barrels of it from a farm outside
Mitchell. The hospital had a greenhouse, chicken house, and
garden so that patients could be served fresh food, and the young
sisters worked in the garden and gathered eggs as a part of their
daily routine."

Saint Joseph Hospital, like Saint Luke's, experienced steady
growth. From one hundred patients admitted in 1907, the hospi-
tal's case load increased to more than one thousand in 1921. A
new structure was needed even though a second facility, Method-
ist Hospital, had been built in Mitchell in 1917. The flu epidemic of
1918-1919 had caused a heavy increase in patients and thus
served to emphasize the city's growing need for improved health
care centers. The driving force behind construction of a new
Saint Joseph Hospital was Dr. William A. Delaney, a Catholic

10. "History of St. Joseph Hospital," p. 1, Office, St. Joseph Hospital, Mitchell,
S.Dak. (hereafter cited SJH).

11. Ibid., p. 2; Diamond Jubilee Book, p. 38; "Sister Lelia Bereford's Review of
History of St. Joseph Hospital," SJH.
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Mitchell had no medical facilities until 1906, when the
Presentation Sisters built the thirty-bed Saint Joseph Hospital

(above/ on land donated by local businessmen. Within fifteen
years. Saint Joseph Hospital had outgrown its first facility, and

a new, modernized building (bottom right) was completed in 1922.
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physician whom the sisters had recruited in 1910 to serve the
growing Catholic population in the Mitchell area. Delaney re-
ceived enthusiastic support from the nuns he worked with, and he
and Father John Brady of Holy Family Parish organized a fund
drive to raise money so that the Presentation Sisters could pay
off the old debt and begin construction of a new hospital. The sis-
ters undertook another loan, this one for $225,000, and a Catholic
women's group raised more than four thousand dollars to pay for
new furnishings.^^

An article in the Mitchell newspaper described the new build-
ing, which was completed in September 1922. The structure, com-
pletely fireproof and soundproof, contained four stories and a
basement that housed the kitchen, classrooms, and two isolation
rooms. The first floor held offices, a lobby, several private rooms,
a diet kitchen, and sun parlors. The second floor had private and
semiprivate rooms, while the third floor was devoted to the
nursery and obstetric departments. The top floor contained oper-
ating and anesthetizing rooms and X-ray, bacteriology, and pa-
thology laboratories. Special features included modern hospital
beds, a switchboard, telephones in private rooms, an electric ele-
vator, and fireproof stairways. The sisters planned to use the old
hospital as a nurses' residence.'^

Throughout the next two decades. Saint Joseph Hospital ex-
panded and developed. In 1932, tbe hospital received approval
from the American College of Surgeons and gained membership
in the American Hospital Association. Additions of a new chapel,
classrooms, and an isolation unit were completed five years later.
A sister-administrator ran the hospital, which was under the
ownership of the Presentation Sisters. She held the highest au-
thority and worked closely witb the physicians who used the facil-
ity. Stormy relationships resulted occasionally from conflicts
over procedure, but the sisters always enjoyed a high rate of co-
operation from their medical staff because both groups had the
welfare of the patients in mind. The sister-administrator devoted
all her time to the hospital, even Sundays and holidays when, one
former administrator remembered, she visited the critically ill
patients and took care of office emergencies.'^

12. "History of St. Joseph Hospital," pp. 3-4; Interview with Dr. W. A. Delaney, 6
June 1978, South Dakota Oral History Center, Vermillion, S.Dak. (hereafter cited
SDOHC).

13. Mitchell Evening Republican, 23 Sept. 1922.
14. Jubilee Data, PHA; "History of St. Joseph Hospital," p. 4; Interview with Dr.

W. A. Delaney; Sister Monica to Mrs. Maxine Horman, n.d,, SJH.

Copyright © 1987 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



Presentation Sisters 11

The Presentation Sisters accepted another hospital in 1910
when they agreed to build a Catholic facility in Miles City, Mon-
tana. A year earlier, two missionary priests from eastern South
Dakota on vacation in Montana met Father John O'Carroll who
had been trying to find a community of nuns to build a hospital in
Miles City. After hearing of the Presentation Sisters' success in
establishing Saint Luke's and Saint Joseph, Father O'Carroll
made a trip to Aberdeen and spoke with Mother Butler in hopes
of persuading her to construct a third facility in his parish. At
about the same time, officials of the Milwaukee Railroad Com-
pany became concerned that the existing hospital in Miles City
was not sufficient to serve the large railroad center that the town
was becoming. A surgeon for the railroad company. Dr. A. I. Bouf-
fleur, also took a delegation to Aberdeen to speak with Mother
Butler. With such encouragement, the mother superior agreed to
build a hospital at Miles City. In August 1910, the commissioners
of Custer County, Montana, transferred management of the coun-
ty hospital to the Presentation Sisters, and the nuns purchased
land on which to build a new facility.'^

The Bishop of Great Falls, Montana, welcomed the order's deci-
sion to build a hospital in his diocese because Miles City served a
large area that badly needed a good health care operation.
Though Miles City was located several hundred miles west of
Aberdeen, both towns were served by the Milwaukee railroad,
and communication and transportation between the two were not
as difficult as one might assume. The sisters received loyalty and
encouragement from the citizens of the town, and physicians who
used the hospital rated it as high as many in metropolitan areas.
For several years, the nuns leased the new hospital, constructed
in 1910 and called Holy Rosary, because county bonds had been
sold to finance construction. In 1919, the Presentation Sisters
became proprietors of the hospital after purchasing it from the
county for $25,000. The facility gained recognition from the
American College of Surgeons the same year.'^

After a decade of expansion. Holy Rosary entered several try-
ing years as the Great Depression hit Montana. Drought and crop
failure ruined many Montana ranchers who were forced to ship
their cattle and sheep to other states for feed. Collections by the

15. Holy Rosary manuscript, p. 2, Jubilee Data, PHA; Miles City Star, clippings
in Scrapbook, PHA.

16. Holy Rosary manuscript, pp. 1, 3; Miles City Star, clippings in Scrapbook,
PHA.
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Holy Rosary Hospital in Miles City, Montana, had many financial
problems, and new construction there was delayed until after World War II.

sisters fell off completely, and the hospital's deficit grew alarm-
ingly. Contemplating the possibility of selling the hospital, the
nuns contacted Bishop Edwin O'Hara of Great Falls for permis-
sion to do so. He encouraged the sisters to try to keep the hospi-
tal even though he could give no financial assistance. The sisters
did keep the facility, but not until 1939 did its status improve
enough for them to pay interest due on the mortgage, and finan-
cial troubles continued to plague the operation for many years.
As World War II raged. Holy Rosary was in great demand, and a
scarcity of doctors and nurses compounded its problems. Crowd-
ed conditions were not alleviated until delayed construction plans
could be put into effect after the war.̂ ^

The last health care center that the Presentation Sisters found-
ed was McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. In 1911,
the sisters received a request from Bishop Thomas O'Gorman to
help in planning a new hospital for the city. A bequest of $25,000
in trust from the will of Helen McKennan had made construction
possible. The will stipulated that the money be used for "con-
struction and equipment of a public hospital within the city limits
of... Sioux Falls" according to plans adopted by trustees of the

17. Diamond Jubilee Book, pp. 39-40; Holy Rosary manuscript, pp. 1, 5-6.
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will and their successors. "The hospital," the benefactor speci-
fied, "shall be open to all regular and duly licensed and practicing
physicians within the city," and "all of the revenue and income de-
rived from the management of said hospital... shall be used for
payment of expenses of conducting said hospital... and for no
other purpose whatever."'* McKennan further asserted that
charity patients should be admitted and that the hospital could
receive gifts of money and property. The sisters borrowed
$100,000 more in order to complete construction of a forty-five-
bed facility that opened in December 1911. McKennan's trustees
had approached Bishop O'Gorman, and he had recommended the
Presentation Sisters to operate the hospital. Controlling interest
would be vested in a newly formed corporation, McKennan Hospi-
tal, Inc., comprised of trustees of the will. Mother Butler, and Dr.
Edwin Perkins."

Like the other three hospitals under the care of the Presenta-
tion Sisters, McKennan experienced steady growth in its early
years. Because Sioux Falls was the largest city in South Dakota,
it was particularly hard hit by the flu epidemic of 1918-1919, and
hospital records show 173 reported cases.''" Symptoms struck the
patients' respiratory systems, and death often occurred by the
third or fourth day. Indeed, the high death rate severely taxed
mortuary facilities in Sioux Falls. Rainy, cold weather contrib-
uted to the spread of the epidemic as it hit the city in late summer
1918 and lasted until March the following year. Many local doc-
tors were still in military service due to World War I and were
thus unable to return home to minister to the sick. Entire families
often fell ill, and the greatest number of stricken people stayed
home, with the strongest helping the weakest through the crisis.
Still, the hospital became so crowded that beds were set up in cor-
ridors and all other areas where space was available, dramatizing
the need for an enlarged facility.^'

During the 1920s and 1930s, the hospital received two major
additions and renovations so that bed capacity reached 185 by the
eariy years of World War IL A reorganization of the structure of
the corporation occurred in 1925 because it had become difficult

18. Copy of Helen McKennan Will, Heritage Room, McKennan Hospital, Sioux
Falls, S.Dak.

19. Ibid.; Dolores Harrington, A Woman's Will... A Sister's Way: The McKen-
nan Hospital Story ([Sioux Falls, S.Dak.: McKennan Hospital], 1961), pp, 8-10;
McKennan manuscript, p. 1, Jubilee Data, PHA.

20. Harrington, A Woman's Will, p. 23. The total would have been higher if those
cases listed as pneumonia had been included in the flu count.

21. Ibid.. pp. 23-24.
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for the small group of trustees to borrow money for expansion or
debt consolidation. The Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Company agreed to lend a sum to the hospital through the Pres-
entation order because it already owned several other hospitals
and thus was financially qualified to assume a large loan. Conse-
quently, a new corporation. Presentation Sisters, Inc., was
formed to assume full responsibility for operating the hospital.
During the depression, it became almost impossible for the sis-
ters to make payments on the huge debt they had thus acquired
along with title to the hospital, and they were forced to ask for a
reduction in interest rates from officers of the Massachusetts Mu-
tual Life Insurance Company. The lender graciously granted the
reduction."

During World War II, all four Presentation hospitals experi-
enced many of the same problems. Facilities became over-
crowded while plans for expansion had to be postponed until after
the emergency. The supply of doctors and nurses decreased dras-
tically as young men and women entered military service. The
sisters tried two solutions to counteract the shortage of medical
personnel. First, in order to increase the supply of nurses, the
Presentation hospitals began participation in the United States
Cadet Nurse Corps program. To meet patient-load requirements
of the program, the schools of nursing at all four Presentation in-
stitutions were centralized through Aberdeen to ensure that the
smaller hospitals could participate. The plan provided for full
scholarships awarded to young women who desired to become
nurses in return for their promise to be available for military or
other federal service for the duration of the war.̂ ^

The second solution was participation in the American Red
Cross Gray Ladies and Nurses' Aides programs. Members of the
Gray Ladies left their duties as full-time homemakers to offer
their services to the hospitals. They visited patients, wrote let-
ters for them, or read to them. The Nurses' Aides, after a six-
week training course, did many housekeeping and nonprofession-
al chores that student nurses had previously done. Their help
proved so valuable that, once the war was over, many hospitals
continued to train nurses' aides, paying them a regular salary to
do the routine work that Red Cross volunteers had done so well."

22. McKennan manuscript, p. 1; Harrington, A Woman's Will, pp. 29-31.
23. Harrington, A Woman's Will. pp. 35-36; Holy Rosary manuscript, p. 6.
24. Harrington, A Woman's Will, pp. 37, 60; Aberdeen American-News, 17 June

1956.
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Holy Rosary Hospital at Miles City was further involved in
war-related activity because of its proximity to a prisoner-of-war
camp. German soldiers imprisoned at the Custer County fair-
grounds worked in the beet fields nearby. The hospital provided
medical care and supplies for the prisoners, but the staff had lit-
tle contact with the camp except in emergencies. Sister Irene Tal-
bot remembered one such incident. The POWs were transported
to the fields by truck, and one morning a truck swerved off the
road and overturned, injuring more than twenty prisoners. Many
of those injured fell down a forty-foot embankment and, hurt bad-
ly, had to be rushed to the hospital for treatment. Sister Talbot
added that the citizens of Miles City treated tbe POWs with kind-
ness and that after the war several of them returned to the town
for visits.'̂ ^

Domestic emergencies that demanded all of the hospital's re-
sources also took place near Miles City. Because the town was a
railroad center, the sisters had to be prepared for possible train
wrecks. One disastrous accident took place in 1938 during a rain
storm that washed away part of a railroad track. Of 132 survi-
vors, 77 had to be hospitalized. Another accident, which occurred
in 1943, proved even more taxing to the hospital because more

25. Interview with Sister Irene Talbot, 7 June 1978, SDOHC.

McKennan Hospital, established in 1911, received
several additions and renovations during the 1920s and 19SOs.
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than nine hundred passengers had to be examined and treated.
All available space was occupied with beds, and volunteers from
the city helped the nuns to process the patients, some of whom
had to be treated in chairs because there were not enough beds.
More than seventy passengers were seriously hurt, and one hun-
dred fifty received treatment for minor injuries. The staff proved
well prepared for the emergency due to civil defense training
taken at the hospital.^*'

As in the case of all major military conflicts the United States
has joined. World War II had a great impact on medical history.
The lessons learned in field hospitals in Europe and Asia were
transferred to domestic hospitals, and those owned by the Pres-
entation Sisters were no exception. Soon after the war ended, the
nation experienced an epidemic of poliomyelitis that struck the
area around Aberdeen particularly hard. Saint Luke's Hospital
was one of the few midwestern hospitals to be supplied with the
latest methods of treatment and equipment. As a member of the
National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, the hospital pos-
sessed polio emergency quarters and was able to solicit aid from
the Red Cross and other volunteer associations. In 1946, more
than one hundred patients received treatment for polio, and most
of them recovered completely. The hospital contained an iron
lung, hydromassage tanks, and pack heaters to assist in treat-
ment."

Epidemic conditions continued for several years, and in 1948
the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis selected Saint
Luke's as a site for a permanent polio clinic. Local doctors studied
a course in polio treatment, and Mother Raphael McCarthy, supe-
rior of the Presentation Sisters during the epidemic, worked with
the local college. Northern State Teacher's College, to arrange a
schedule for patients so that they could keep up their educational
work. A specialist from Denver, Dr. I. E. Hendryson, organized a
therapeutic clinic, which he visited monthly to work with thera-
pists studying methods for controlling the epidemic and treating
victims.^*

Another important event of the late 1940s that had great im-
pact on all four Presentation hospitals was the passage of Public
Law 380, an amendment to the Hospital Survey and Construction
Act that was commonly known as the Hill-Burton Amendment. In

26. Ibid.; Holy Rosary manuscript, p. 7; Interview with Sister Fanahan Casey, 20
June 1978, SDOHC.

27. St. Luke's manuscript, p. 10; Aberdeen American-News, 17 June 1956.
28. Aberdeen American-News, 17 June 1956; St. Luke's manuscript, pp. 13-14.
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1945, Congress had passed legislation that made federal funds
available for the construction of hospitals, but the amount had
proved insufficient because only 10 percent of needed facilities
had been completed before the original five-year program ran its
course. A 30 to 40 percent increase in construction costs had also

Mother Raphael McCarthy brought the Presentation Sisters
through the crises of the Great Depression and World War II.

helped to make the law obsolete. Thus, in 1949, the amendment
was passed, allowing extension of the program to June 1955 and,
more significantly, raising the limit of the federal share in cost of
construction from 33V3 percent to 66V3 percent. As a result of
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Expansion of physical facilities, made possible by increases
in federal funds and private gifts, occurred at both McKennan

(above) and Saint Joseph (below) in the 1950s.

1
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Presentation Sisters 19

this increase, many nonprofit and county hospitals that could not
afford the earlier federal subsidy of only one-third of the cost of
construction now found the two-thirds level within their reach.^'
The Presentation Sisters noted the passage of the amendment
with interest.

The intent of the amendment was to provide "grants-in-aid for
the construction of hospital facilities . . .[and to help] local commu-
nities to obtain those facilities which are fundamental not only to
the provision of necessary . . . care but also to the development of
local health programs generally."^" Legislators also hoped to en-
courage regional coordination of large and small hospitals to pro-
vide various services —interns, radiology, consultation special-
ists, administrative programs —that would not be available to
most small hospitals. The amendment further instructed the sur-
geon general to authorize grants-in-aid for research made in the
interest of coordinating regional hospital systems.^' The meas-
ure, extended and expanded several times in the 1950s and 1960s,
made federal funds more readily available to the Presentation
Sisters than they had been in the past."

In the ten years before the Presentation Sisters' diamond jubi-
lee in 1961, their hospitals experienced a great deal of expansion
and development of services. Funds for construction came from
several sources, while existing programs were improved and new
ones added. The advances in medicine developed during World
War II found their way into hospitals throughout the country,
and health care became a much more scientific procedure than it
had been in the past.̂ ^ The sisters, nevertheless, maintained their
goal of complete patient care as illustrated by the following objec-
tives of McKennan Hospital: to glorify God by ministering to the
physical, spiritual, mental, and social needs of the sick and dying;
to serve all creeds and races; to assist in the promotion of health
education in the community; to strive to give individual quality
care; and to assist in the rehabilitation of patient and family.̂ *

Financing remained a major consideration of the hospitals. In
the mid-1950s, three of the Presentation hospitals received gifts

29. United States Code, Congressional Service, 81st Cong., 1st sess., 1949, vol. 2
(St. Paul, Minn.: West Publishing Co. & Edward Thompson Co.. 1949), pp. 2192,
2198; U.S., Statutes at Large, vol. 63, pt. 1, pp. 898-99.

30. United States Code. p. 2192.
31. Ibid., pp. 2199 2201.
32. Interview with Douglas Atkinson. 12 July 1978, SDOHC.
33. Ibid.
34. McKennan manuscript, p. 1.
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from the Ford Foundation that enabled them to continue expan-
sion. From a $200-million award given to 3,500 private hospit,als.
Saint Luke's, Saint Joseph, and McKennan received grants rang-
ing from $64,300 to $97,100.̂ ^ Holy Rosary was experiencing fi-
nancial difficulties, and its future was then uncertain. Its building
debt, incurred after World War II when delays in construction
and increased costs contributed to expenses, had accumulated to
a $65,000 deficit by 1958. Local citizens organized a fund drive in
which they raised $70,000 to pay the debt and put the hospital on
a secure footing for the first time since the depression.^*

The $97,100 that McKennan received from the Ford Founda-
tion was a small part of the total funds needed to build an addition
in 1955. Increased costs and demand for services made it neces-
sary for the order to apply for federal funds to assist in a building
program. The procedure used to fund the McKennan addition ex-
emplified the means the sisters used to finance construction at all
four hospitals. Federal money came to more than $400,000, a
mortgage loan totaled $550,000, pledges from a local fund drive
added $380,000, and the Ford Foundation contributed $97,100. A
Hill-Burton (Public Law 380) grant of $125,000 from government
sources, to be matched by hospital funds, was included in the
total. The grant-in-aid was allowed because a survey had shown
that in Sioux Falls a shortage of hospital beds existed as well as a
need for improved nurses' training facilities.^'

Besides nurses' training programs, all four Presentation hospi-
tals developed other technical health care schools. As early as
1947, the American Medical Association approved McKennan for
the training of interns in general practice. The interns studied
surgery, orthopedics, obstetrics and gynecology, urology, pediat-
rics, radiology, and pathology on a rotating system. Other train-
ing programs instituted in the hospitals were for X-ray techni-
cians, medical technologists, laboratory technicians, and physical
therapists. The courses were usually affiliated with the Presenta-
tion nursing schools. Presentation Junior College, or a four-year
institution. For example, the McKennan School of Medical
Technology was affiliated with the University of South Dakota
and offered a twelve-month internship after sixty semester hours
of college credit had been earned. The establishment of medical

35. Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 13 Dec. 1955; St. Joseph manuscript, p. 3, Jubilee
Data, PHA; Aberdeen American-News, 17 June 1956.

36. Miles City Star, clippings in Scrapbook, PHA.
37. Files of Newspaper Clippings, 1952-1960, Heritage Room, McKennan Hospi-

tal; Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, 27 Oct. 1957.
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Nurses' training programs, like that pictured above at Saint
Luke's Hospital, have been an integral part of the Presentation

Sisters' work since their beginnings in the health care field.
After World War II, Saint Luke's and other Presentation hospitals

also began to provide training infields like physical therapy
and X-ray, medical, and laboratory technology (below).
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technical schools in their hospitals assured the sisters of a labor
supply for their facilities because most students were likely to
settle in the region where they received training.^^

As the Presentation Sisters neared celebration of their dia-
mond jubilee, they could look with great pride at their achieve-
ments in health care. They had answered a cry for help during an
epidemic more than sixty years before and had become the own-
ers of four hospitals in South Dakota and Montana. Because they
bowed to no superior authority —such as a parish pastor, the sis-
ters assumed a position of leadership in their hospitals. Their fa-
cilities grew steadily over the years, providing the most modern
equipment and treatment available. Health care grew in complex-
ity as scientific discoveries and technological advancements
made medicine a more involved and costly undertaking in 1960
than it had been in 1900. The future of the order's hospitals would
be inextricably tied to the sisters' ability to keep pace with inno-
vations and to find adequate sources of funds. Dealings with the
federal government would become increasingly complicated with
the passage of Medicare legislation in the mid-1960s, and medical/
moral questions would arise over such issues as abortion and
sterilization. The next twenty-five years would be a period of con-
tinued growth and adaptation for the Presentation hospitals.

Adaptation, however, was a part of the order's heritage, origi-
nating with the order's Irish founder, Honoria Nagle, and carried
on by Mother Joseph Butler during the frontier stage of South
Dakota's development. In the 1930s, Mother Raphael McCarthy
continued the tradition and combined it with her personal vision
to lead the Presentation hospitals into the modern age of health
care. Her leadership and flexibility guided the sisters through
the Great Depression and World War II. Subsequent mothers su-
perior could derive comfort and courage from the life stories of
these women who had adapted to fill a need.

38. Sioux Falls A rgus-Leader. 12 Oct. 1948; St. Luke's manuscript, p. 13; Si. Joe
Happenings (Aug. 1976): 8; Files of Newspaper Clippings, 1952-1960; Interview
with David Rykhus, 2 June 1978, SDOHC.
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