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In 1987, the twenty-one members of the South Dakota Centennial Commission created a grass-roots and volunteer-oriented
three-part focus for South Dakota's centennial—celebration, heritage, and lasting legacy. During 1989, over three hundred communities produced special events to celebrate the state's one
hundredth birthday, held activities to recognize their South Dakota
heritage, and created lasting legacy projects to benefit future generations. The three-part focus enabled people to enjoy the present, look back to the past, and build for tbe future.
South Dakotans held all-school reunions, restored local libraries,
built new playgrounds and parks, wrote community histories,
honored their senior citizens, produced local history plays, traveled
on wagon trains, and marched in parades. They remembered when
they or their ancestors first moved to South Dakota. They discovered their own roots and the histories of their communities. They
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rediscovered that South Dakota's small population is a blessing
because it has made South Dakotans a family. During the centennial year, the grass-roots, volunteer emphasis on local celebrations
and events increased even more the feelings of family togetherness
and cooperation. A requirement for survival during territorial
days, such cooperation has also been a vital ingredient in the successes that people have er\joyed throughout the first hundred years
of statehood.
Cooperation, perseverance, wisdom, vision, integrity, and courage are six special qualities that South Dakotans have displayed
since the first people inhabited the geographic place known today as South Dakota. Those positive qualities enabled them to survive, prosper, and turn the many challenges they faced into new
opportunities. For the rotunda of the beautifully restored state
capitol in Pierre, sculptor Dale Lamphere has created life-size
bronze statues to honor four of those qualities—wisdom, vision,
integrity, and courage.
More than mere knowledge or education, wisdom includes discipline, judgment, and common sense. The central figure in the
statue entitled Wisdom is a pioneer woman. A mother/teacher
with two children, she extends her hand, offering to the little ones
the world beyond. Wisdom is also a tribute to Dakota women who
worked just as hard or harder than their men to clear the land,
plant crops, fight droughts and, in addition, contended with the
difficulties of frequent pregnancies.
Vision portrays the ability to dream beyond the horizon. Lamphere explains that the sculpture of a man reaching out to the
world represents "every person's effort towards a higher purpose."
He continues: "We all reach to transform our hopes and dreams
into tangible reality. The pursuit of vision is a constant, sometimes
fearful process that requires courage, integrity and wisdom, but
rewards us ultimately with a stronger faith and a better world."
Integrity means honesty and commitment to ideals. It also means
the resolve and strength of character to stay committed to principles. The statue Integrity includes a flag because throughout
history flags have symbolized loyalty to an ideal. The statue of
Courage personifies the moral strength to venture, to withstand
difficulty, and to fight against odds to achieve a goal.
Tb these four qualities that South Dakotans have manifested in
their past, 1 have added cooperation and perseverance. State residents are not afraid to disagree and fight vigorously for their opinions, but they are aiso willing to compromise and cooperate, even
with past enemies, in order to accomplish a task. Perseverance,
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a quality that goes beyond merely coping with a bad situation or
dangerous circumstance, means working hard, and often with
pain, for long periods of time in order to achieve a goal. All six
of these attributes—wisdom, vision, integrity, courage, cooperation, and perseverance—were essential ingredients in the creation
of South Dakota. With them. South Dakotans were able to survive and prosper. People without those qualities did not stay long.
They could not meet the challenges that faced them in the Northern Great Plains.
In his excellent history of South Dakota, Challenge: The South
Dakota Story, Robert F, Karolevitz describes how state residents
have repeatedly achieved success against the odds and the
elements. He writes that South Dakotans have ' 'a fierce but quiet

Sculptor Dale Lamphere displays hi.s model for Wisdom, one of
the four bronze statues in the -rotunda of the state capítol in Pierre.
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pride in an independent spirit, an intense insistence upon 'elbow
room,' and a sense of personal conquest under geographical conditions and climate which have not always been favorable to the
faint-hearted or the unenduring." Karolevitz selected the "challenge" concept for his book because "it pointedly describes and
dramatizes the continuing struggle for a free-spirit life by Indians,
homesteaders, farmers and entrepreneurs who have pitted themselves against nature on the prairie arena,"
My own ancestors fought and worked in that same arena. One
of my grandfathers homesteaded near Groton before statehood,
and the other homesteaded near Selby in Walworth County in
1909. Both of them had to struggle to make their dreams come
true. Like all of us at certain times in our lives. Grandpa Turner
doubted his own abilities when he first arrived. Writing to his
father in Iowa, he told him that there were so many rocks in the
fields that he was ready to quit. The response was simple and
direct. My great grandfather wrote, "You stay where you are and
pick up those rocks."
It was the motivation my grandfather needed. He stayed. He
picked up the rocks, and with each one, his determination grew

Like Grandpa Turner, these Sully County homesteaders
stayed in Sauth Dakota and picked up the rocks from their fields.
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Following a successful hunt in the early 1920s, George Washingtor.
("Grandpa") Turner posed at far right with his wife, Erma Bish Tamer.
outside the house on their homestead near Glenham.

Stronger. He cleared the land, worked hard, and created a gooc
life for himself and his family.
Like most people who have come to the area now called Soutt
Dakota, my ancestors came here to make their dreams come true
I believe that all people who lived here—even the very first—anc
all their successors have been motivated by the same desires anc
goals. Until settling here, all had continued to move until thej
found the place and the circumstances that enabled them to bt
successful. They had different cultures, different languages, ant
different customs. But here, they all experienced success that they
had not experienced elsewhere.
While we cannot know all the territorial claims and disputes that
preceded white occupation, we do know that, starting in 1664,
England, France, Spain, and then France again claimed the area
now called South Dakota. In 1803, France sold it to the United
States. Before Dakota Territory was created in 1861, the area had
been part of Missouri Territory, Michigan Territory, Wisconsin Tferritory, Iowa Territory, Nebraska Territory, and Minnesota Tbrritory.
Some of the people who came here had dreams of becoming rich
through gold mining and land speculation, but most of the newcomers wanted riches that could not be deposited in a bank. They
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wanted freedom. They wanted their own "place." They wanted
to succeed. They wanted to create better lives for themselves and
their children.
During our first one hundred years as South Dakotans, the many
peoples of the state have survived drought, floods, dust bowls,
depressions, and the economic roller coasters caused by fickle
government policies. We are here today because our ancestors
persevered. Unlike those who came and left with the first hardship, the native peoples and the immigrant homesteaders have
dared to stay and dream boldly and to work hard to make their
dreams come true.
The six qualities that make South Dakotans special—cooperation, perseverance, vision, wisdom, integrity, and courage—can
also be seen in the challenges that were met to create first a territory and then a state. In 1857, when two competing groups of
squatters laid claims to land that would later become Sioux Falls,
they buried their differences and cooperated in several efforts to
gain territorial status. President James Buchanan created Dakota
Tferritory on 2 March 1861, two days before he turned the presidency over to Abraham Lincoln.
Dakota Tbnitory, larger than all of New England, contained three
hundred thousand square miles of land that would later become
all or parts of five states—South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana,
Wyoming, and Idaho. Only fourteen days after Lincoln appointed
the territory's first governor, the firing on Fort Sumter started the
Civil War. While the federal government was overwhelmed by the
war, the people of the huge, infant territory fended for themselves.
At the end of the Civil War, the Union Pacific railroad announced
what some thought would be the death sentence for the territory:
it would not place its transcontinental route through Dakota.
Even from the beginning, the citizens of the future South Dakota
had little outside help and were on their own in governing themselves, creating solutions to problems, and developing economic
prosperity. Those early residents were high-spirited, adventuresome, and young. The first territorial legislators who met in Yankton averaged only thirty-two years of age. Their actions indicated
the character and temperament of the people who were planting
their roots in Dakota Tferritory. For the first nineteen days, they
fought over the permanent capital. Yankton won, but the Speaker
of the House had switched his vote from Yankton to Vermillion,
whereupon he received so much .scorn that he resigned. After the
final tally, he walked into a local saloon and was promptly thrown
out of the bar—right through the front window. Another disagi-ee-
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ment between the governor and the land office receiver deteriorated into what observer Moses K. Armstrong described as "a real
executive fist fight," in which "hair-pulling, choking, striking,
blood spitting and pugilistic exercises were . . . performed with
grit and relish."
In spite of their rowdiness, that first group of decision-makers
accomplished much. Guided by visions of a prosperous territory
and a common commitment to the ideals of fairness and honesty,
they applied their frontier wisdom to their problems, endured each
other's faults, and eventually cooperated to such an extent that
many of their basic laws still exist today. They defined the boundaries for eighteen counties, outlawed gambling, and provided ferries across major territorial rivers. They also ordered the confinement of horses and pigs so that the animals would not be running
free across the countryside and in towns.
The first legislature adjourned on 16 May 1862. Four days later.
Congress passed the Homestead Act, which ultimately caused the
greatest invasion of non-Indian people into the area. Although
modified many times, the act basically allowed a person to own
160 acres of land if he or she claimed it, lived on it, cultivated
at least twenty acres, and made improvements for five years. The
person had to reside on the land for at least seven months of the
year and could not be absent from the land for more than six
months. Over eleven thousand claims were filed before 1889. Over
ninety-seven thousand people successfully homesteaded in South
Dakota between 1889 and 1961. During the Great Dakota Boom
from 1878 to 1887, the population of Dakota Iferritory surged from
sixty thousand to over five hundred thousand. By that time, the
struggle for statehood was well underway.
The discovery of gold in the Black Hills in the 1870s added extra
motivation to the statehood movement. Southeastern Dakotans
wanted the financial rewards of supplying goods to the Black Hills
and deeply resented the spur lines of the Union Pacific coming
up from Nebraska and the Northern Pacific coming down from
northern Dakota. Tklk of attaching the Black Hills to Wyoming Territory intensified the cries for statehood. The movement was not
a unified cause, however. It included much disagreement on the
issue of division. Should there be one Dakota or two? If two states,
how should the territory be divided?
It would be perseverance that would enable South Dakotans to
see their state into the Union. Organized efforts to separate Dakota
Tferritory occurred in 1871, 1874, and 1877. All failed, but Dakotans
did not give up. In the decade before statehood, Congress consid-
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Displayiiiy cooperation and peiseveraltet^ tlieac early ciUztnts met in
Sioux Falls in 1883 to frame a constitution for southern Dakota.
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ered forty-two separate bills to divide the territory. None of them
passed. In 1882 and 1883, a citizen's league held statehood conventions. In November 1883, the people voted 12,336 to 6,814 to
ratify a state constitution. Congress ignored the vote. In 1885, an
almost identical state constitution was approved by a vote of
25,138 to 6,527. Again, Congress took no action.
Adding to the difficulty was the partisan nature of the statehood
issue. Territorial Democrats wanted continued territorial status
to retain the power and perks of appointive office from President
Grover Cleveland, a Democrat. If statehood were inevitable, however, national Democrats wanted one state because most Dakotans
were Republican. The Democrats did not want four new Republican senators elected from two Dakota states. At the local level,
opinions were similar With territorial status, most positions were
appointed and held by Democrats. With statehood, most offices
would be elective and probably held by Republicans.
Sentiment for one state of Dakota was strongest in the north.
The northerners feared permanent territorial status if a "southern" Dakota was admitted to the Union by itself. Pro-divisionists
claimed that two Dakotas would be better than one because larger
states had more fraud and corruption than smaller ones. They used
1880 census figures to show that larger states taxed their citizens
at higher levels per capita than smaller states.
Some extremists argued that statehood was an immediate right
—if not granted by Congress, it should be taken. They claimed that
a territory was like a government mule, having "no pride of ancestry nor hope of posterity." One delegate to the 1888 ProDivision Convention in Huron advocated that it would be entirely proper to "sit down" on the "carpetbag" territorial government
and establish immediately a government of the people and by the
people. Cooler heads argued against admission by force and
lamented, "It is somewhat annoying to have men of acknowledged
intelligence and patriotism put their noses down to the blood
. . . and come howling along . . . but the keen enemies of every
good cause find their occasional dupes who are tenfold more serviceable to them than any intentional pals."
In the summer of 1888, territorial Democrats endorsed the onestate idea. Republicans called for division and two states. Nationally, the Democrats renominated President Cleveland and endorsed
the one-state position. Republicans nominated Ohio Senator Benjamin Harrison for president and endorsed the two-state idea. For
several years in Congress, Harrison had championed the idea of
two states. The question of division was one of the major issues
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debated in the presidential elections of 1888, and Harrison's victory at the polls assured statehood for two Dakotas. Eager to gain
some credit for the inevitable, a lame-duck Congress passed and
President Cleveland signed into law the Omnibus Enabling Act in
early 1889. It established the procedures for six states to enter
the Union—North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and
Washington in 1889 and Wyoming and Idaho in 1890.
Dakotans quickly united on the question of separation. The fiery
rhetoric of the division debate was wisely forgotten as leaders
cooperated in preparation for statehood. The new collaboration
was so effective that the Dakotas became the first two of the six
states to gain admission to the Union. Southern Dakotans approved
a state constitution by a vote of 70,131 to 3,267 on 1 October 1889.
Tb insure passage, the writers of the state constitution had edited
two controversial issues—prohibition and selection of a capitalout of the proposal and placed them on the ballot as separate
issues. The voters approved prohibition, and South Dakota remained "dry" until 1897. Pierre won the capital designation in
1889 but had to withstand challenges from Huron in 1890 and
Mitchell in 1904.
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At 3:40 p.m. on 2 November 1889, President Beryamin Harrison
signed almost identical statehood proclamations to create the
states of South Dakota and North Dakota. No one will ever know
which state was the thirty-ninth and which the fortieth to enter
the Union because President Harrison covered and shuffled the
documents before and after signing them. He proudly declared,
"They were born together—they are one and I will make them
twins." It had not been an easy birth. Over the years of struggle,
whenever yet another statehood bill died in Congress, the Dakotans had displayed the vision and courage to persevere. They were
rewarded with success.
Although histories tend to focus on the deeds of politicians,
leaders, and famous people, the heroes who had the most positive
and longest-lasting impact on the future of South Dakota were the
everyday, hard-working people who worked the land or provided
services to those who did. They rarely brought any attention to
themselves, and there have been hundreds of thousands of them
in South Dakota's history. They are the ones whose collective deeds
created the state we know today. Their lives were not full of
leisure. The challenges they faced were epic in proportion.
In South Dakota, the greatest challenges have always involved
the land and the weather Adapting to the weather, coaxing productivity from the land, efficiently using the sparsely distributed
water, and taming the gigantic Missouri River were deeds that no
handful of celebrities could have accomplished. The Spring/Summer 1985 issue of South Dakota History, entitled a "Pre-Centennial Reader," contains two excellent articles that describe how the
land and the weather have had a dominating impact on the development of South Dakota and the character of her people.
Gilbert C. Fite describes the five major developments in the state's
history concerning land, and Richard Maxwell Brown traces the
impact of the weather.
It all began with 160 acres. The promise of free land through
the Homestead Act brought the first large migrations of people
to Dakota Territory and South Dakota. Even though as many as
one-half did not stay on the land they claimed, the ones who did
were profoundly changed. They had laid claim to the land, but
it had a far greater grip on them. The pull of the open prairie, the
crystal clarity of the morning sunrise, and the smell of the air
washed by a summer rain—those sensations and similar ones
became the unspoken and often unconscious motivations that
enabled the farmers and ranchers to do the exhausting work of
cutting the prairie into rows of earth to be seeded and of managing huge herds of animals.
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In the early 1880s, a young New York bachelor named Teddy
Roosevelt came to Dakota Territory and fell so much in love with
the land that he spent one-third of his inheritance to start a cattle ranch. Throughout most of his life, he often returned to Dakota
Territory and then the twin states of Dakota, and he spent most
of 1884 in Dakota Territory recovering from the tragedy of his first
wife's death during childbirth. His biographer, Edmund Morris,
writes, "There was, in this brutally beautiful country, something
which thrilled Roosevelt, body and soul." One of Roosevelt's
Dakota friends remembered, "Clearly I recall his wild enthusiasm.
. . . It had taken root in the congenial soil of his consciousness,
like an ineradicable, creeping plant, as it were, to thrive and
permeate it thereafter, causing him more and more to think in the
broad gauge terms of nature—of the real earth."
But, the land could be as cruel as it was beautiful. Making a living on the Dakota prairie was never easy. Drought, heat, grasshoppers, dust storms, prairie fires, hail storms, heavy snows, floods,
tornadoes, extreme cold, and the ever-present wind made life in
Dakota a continuous struggle. Nevertheless, our ancestore believed
that realizing the dream of land ownership was worth the extraordinary effort. They knew that all wealth ultimately comes from
the land. We ultimately return to it. We value it, and so it also
powerfully shapes our values. Our ancestors' desires for freedom,
independence, social status, and self-esteem were tied to the
dream of land ownership. With land, a person could be selfsupporting, provide for the family, and be generous with the excess harvest. A landowner could be independent of others and
earn admiration.
The weather was both friend and enemy. In the right doses at
the right times, it created prosperity. In the wrong doses at the
wrong times, it wreaked devastation. At those worst of times, the
character of the state's people was formed. It was then that
qualities of cooperation, perseverance, wisdom, vision, integrity,
and courage were used by South Dakotans to survive the elements
that threatened to destroy them.
I believe those six special qualities are still alive and well in most
South Dakotans today because throughout our first one hundred
years we continued to be tied to the land and affected in many
ways by the weather. Even though most South Dakotans in modern
times do not directly work the land, we are still bonded to it. We
are the most agriculturally dependent of all the states. Most of
the jobs in South Dakota are directly or indirectly tied to agriculture. What happens to the farmer and rancher sooner or later happens to everyone in South Dakota.
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The weather also continues to play a special role. Richard Maxwell Brown concludes that, unlikeotherareasof the world, "South
Dakota deeply imprints itself upon those who grow up in the
state." The weather, he says, has been the primary factor in the
imprinting process and the unifying bond across generations.
Although we have more effective shelters than our ancestors, we
experience the same extremes and worry about weather's dangers.
With every change of season, the weather continues to link today's residents to the pioneers of territorial days and the survivors
of the Dust Bowl of the 1930s.

The ever-preseM Dakota wind whips the clothes on the line,
making washday a real chore for homesteaders.

Even though the connections are not as bold and visible as they
were one hundred or even fifty years ago, the connections are still
strong. Our ultimate reliance on the land and our respect for the
creative and destructive powers of the weather have strengthened
the six special qualities in us. South Dakota still is what most of
America once was, and it epitomizes rural America.
Tbday's South Dakotans see themselves as hard working, rugged
individualists who respect each other's privacy but are also the
first to help when friend or neighbor is in need. We are pragmatists. When faced with a common challenge or problem, we come
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together as a group to create solutions. We believe in the freeenterprise system, but if the private sector will not give us what
we need to be successful, we quickly join forces to build a cement
plant, sell gasoline from government pumps, create various types
of cooperatives, and even buy a railroad system or create an airline.
We are a state of volunteers who believe in a tradition of neighbor helping neighbor. We want no government intrusions in our
lives or businesses, but if threatened by outside forces, we will
use our government as a means to join together and repel the
threat. It was the same principle that guided the wagon trains of
the previous century. The people traveled in trains instead of individual wagons alone because they needed protection. They gave
up autonomy to achieve success. So, even though we are independent-minded, we often depend on each other to create mutual success. We can be opinionated, but we are also tolerant of other
views.
Perhaps because the open prairie allows us to see the horizon
every day, we are never satisfied with the present. We appreciate
our present circumstances, but we retain a restlessness for a better life because we are regularly reminded that something is out
there beyond the horizon. Thoughts of the future motivate us to
work hard to get there. They inspire us to take risks and be creative. They make us pragmatists who can combine self-reliance and
cooperation without disruption. The six basic South Dakota
qualities keep us on a steady course.
In 1889, over five thousand new Dakotans filed their homestead
claims, built sod houses or wooden shanties, planted crops, and
started realizing their dreams of independence and prosperity. Tbday, we have over thirty thousand farmers and ranchers who are
daily meeting the tremendous challenges of weather, foreign market competition, and federal farm policy. In spite of the difficulties,
dreams are still coming true on the prairies of South Dakota,
One hundred years ago, most of America did not know much
about the Dakotas. Scouts and exploren* had been the first reporters. Today, millions of modern-day explorers, known as tourists,
come to South Dakota every year to see our sights and experience
our hospitality. One hundred years ago, our economy was tied directly to mining and agriculture. Most of the time, the weather
determined our fates. Today, those ties remain strong, but our
economy is becoming more diversified than ever before.
Present-day South Dakotans are strong, resourceful people
because each new generation used the qualities of cooperation,
perseverance, vision, wisdom, integrity, and courage to meet the
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challenges they faced. Retaining those special qualities and using
them again and again will create a future for South Dakotans that
can provide even more happiness and prosperity than any state
citizen has yet experienced.
Predicting the future can be a dangerous activity. In 1899, the
director of the United States Patent Office wanted to abolish his
job because ' 'everything that can be invented has been invented.' '
In 1958, IBM Chairman Thomas Watson declared, "I think there
is a world market for about five computers."
The reason so many predictions do not come true is that the
predictors too often extrapolate into the future the current trends
they see in their own time. They cannot factor into their equations the enormous creativity of the human mind. Some predictors also falsely assume that the future is somehow predetermined
for us. While many things do happen beyond the individual's control, individual people and groups of people have much more
power in deciding the future than they themselves or the prognosticators realize.
1b a greater extent than many may think, we can create our
future—the one we want for ourselves and for the next generations. There are many possible futures, fewer probable futures,
and even fewer preferable futures. What happens in the future
is not yet fixed but depends on what happens between now and
then. With each personal and group decision we make, we are
creating our futures.
To gain greater control over what the future will be, the first
steps are to consider possible futures, investigate the probable
futures, and then create a vision of the preferred future. Next,
strategies to create that preferred future are developed and made
to happen. There is no shortage of ideas to aid people with the
initial steps. Since the publication of Alvin Ibffler's Future Shock
in 1970, the business of the future has been booming. For example, a more recent best seDer, John Naisbitt's Mfí/aírefTid.s, lists the
transformations that seem to be occurring in today's American
society: industrial society to information society; forced technology to high tech/high touch; national economy to world
economy; short term to long term; centralization to decentralization; institutional help to self-help; representative democracy to
participatory democracy; hierarchies to networking; north to
south; either/or to multiple options.
Other futurists focus on the the more physical aspects of change.
Daniel Burrus cites twenty emerging developments that are or
soon will be radically changing the daily lives of people. They are:
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genetic engineering, advanced biochemistry, bioelectronics, computers, artificial intelligence, parallel processing, robotics, micromechanics, lasers, fiberoptics, digital electronics, optical storage
devices, microwaves, hydrogen fuel, superconductors, satellites,
molecular designing, high performance polymers, advanced ceramics, and fiber-rein forced composites.
Considering possible futures and investigating probable ones are
relatively easy steps. The biggest problem is getting large groups
of people to agree on a preferable future and to make the commitment to make it happen. As a group of over seven hundred
thousand people, how can South Dakotans meet this tremendous
challenge of creating the best future for themselves? What tools
do we have? Where will we get the knowledge and motivation we
need?
The three-part focus of the centennial—celebration, heritage,
and lasting legacy—and the emphasis on local volunteerism has
pointed our family of South Dakota in the right direction. The
greatest thing about the centennial is the opportunity it gave us
to look at the past. By looking at our heritage, people have become
motivated to create a better future. Many years ago. South Dakota's
first great historian, Doane Robinson, wrote about the process as
he saw it then. "There is something," he said, "in the antiquarian
history of a locality that intrigues the imagination of the normal
citizen and inspires him to walk with a bit of a strut when he contemplates the deeds done upon his soil, even though those deeds
were of no high import. In such things is pride of locality founded,
a sort of pride that is ever conducive to civic satisfaction. Knowledge of such deeds finds permanent lodgment in the consciousness
of the citizen, exalts his spirit, and spreads a halo over the countryside.' '
The knowledge and tools are available. The rediscovery of our
heritage can be the motivating spark, and the use once again of
those six special South Dakota qualities can provide the fuel to
invent that better future for the next generations. Vision provides
the goal. Wisdom and integrity provide the strategy. Courage,
cooperation, and perseverance lead us to success.
To guarantee success, I would add only one new quality that
South Dakotans need to acquire to enhance the state's character.
It is flexibility-to meet the demands of accelerating change. Until
about fifty years ago, the world was relatively underetandable. Life
did not change much from generation to generation. Most people
grew up in almost the same manner and under the same conditions as their parents. That is no longer true. Today's world is dif-
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ferent from the one of the preceding generation. As medicine
lengthens life spans, additional change is accelerating in almost
every area of human endeavor
Communications provides a good example. If the twenty-four
hours in one day represent the three thousand years since
humankind invented writing, then each minute is fifty years. That
means that the way people communicated with each other stayed
substantially the same until nine minutes ago when the printing
press was invented. Three minutes ago, the telegraph, the
photograph, and the locomotive arrived. Two minutes ago, the
telephone, the airplane, and the radio were invented. Television
arrived in the last ten seconds; computers in the last five.
Substantial change is now happening within the lifetime of the
average person. Instead of living in a seemingly simple world, we
find ourselves plopped down into semiorganized chaos. South
Dakotans will need flexibility to survive and prosper We need to
cultivate the ability to adapt to changes forced rapidly upon us.
More importantly, we also need flexibility in order to take full advantage of the opportunities we discover and create.
We must continue to be pragmatists and strike the kind of balance that South Dakota's first governor, Arthur C. Mellette,
described in his first state-of-the-state address. "We should," he
said, "in politics as in business . . . adopt modern innovations so
far as [they are] tried and found to he successful, but we dare not
break away from the moorings of society as fixed by principles
whose wisdom is approved by centuries of experience." Mellette's
words are stii! true, and we are fortunate that we now have a century of experience to help us in our decision-making. Throughout
our first one hundred years. South Dakotans have been innovative
and creative. We have not broken away from our moorings, from
those six special qualities of cooperation, perseverance, vision,
wisdom, integrity, and courage.
if we continue in our state to emphasize those six qualities,
tempered with flexibility, we can be both productive and successful in the future. Our educational system can become forward
motivated, truly address individual needs, and prepare students
for an ever-changing workplace. Our medical and social service
systems can meet the needs of our people. Our tourism industry
can provide unique experiences for visitors to enjoy. Some of our
small towns may disappear, but the South Dakota work ethic and
the tradition of neighbor helping neighbor can continue. Our predominantly agricultural economy can become even more diversified to withstand the boom/bust cycles imposed on us by the
weather, the federal government, and the world food economy.
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accelerating the population growth of central and western South Dakota.

The tremendous changes occurring today in communications
may be responsible for the greatest positives in our future. The
population of Dakota Territory and South Dakota was greatly accelerated by revolutions in communications and transportation for
the three decades after the Civil War American railroad trackage
expanded from thirty five thousand miles in 1865 to two hundred
thousand by 1900. Telegraph lines were strung along those many
miles of railroad right-of-way. The telegraph brought news of
Dakota to people on the east coast and Europe. The railroad
brought many of those people to live in Dakota.
In current times, another communications revolution is bringing the world to South Dakota. Cable and satellite television bring
the same news to people no matter where they live. The communications revolution is creating millions of information-processing
jobs. Information is quickly replacing physical resources as the
primary raw material for economic and social development.
In his book Microcosm: The Quantum Revolution in Economics
and Technology, George Gilder writes that wealth and power will
no longer go ' 'mainly to the possessor of material things . . . land,
labor and capital." The Industrial Revolution that emphasized the
movement and manipulation of massive amounts of raw material
against friction and gravity is giving way to a new revolution of
mind over matter. The first revolution. Gilder explains, vastly increased the value of natural resources—soils, rocks, and underground fluids became greatly important in the age of mass
manufacturing. But, in the 1980s, the relative value of physical
raw materials is dropping, contributing, for example, only two per-
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cent of the cost of a computer silicon chip. A few pounds of optical glass fiber made from sand can carry as much information
as a ton of copper wire. A satellite processes more information
than many thousands of pounds of wiring, tubes, and metal.
Futurist R. Buckminster FuUer called the process ephemeralization
—doing more with less.
The great thing about these developments is that South Dakotans
have always been good at ' 'doing more with less.' ' That phrase also
describes the revolution in agricultural production that has taken
place in the last several decades. Perhaps because we are a humble people, most rural Americans give full credit and blame to the
land and weather for their bountiful harvest or bankrupt fields,
depending on the kind of year it was. Any longer, however, those
are not the only two elements in the equation. The third is human.
In his essay "The Land: A Historical Overview," Frederick Yonce
writes: "From the Indian's adoption of the horse to the buffalo
hunt, there has been a recurring theme in Northwestern history.
The land sets the broad parameters of the possible, but within
those limits are a wide range of economic alternatives which may
be increased from time to time with the development of new
technologies or markets or strategies. Man's contriving brain and
skillful hand and not the land are the real determinants of
economic development."
Our agricultural tradition of innovation and resourcefulness is
well suited to the information age. Although the reader may
chuckle at this, I believe the greatest problem facing South
Dakotans fifty years from now may well be that too many people
are moving here to live. The reason? Greater increases in the use
of computers, telephone lines, and other information massagers
and transporters in the future will allow people to live anywhere
they want. As that happens over the next decades, more and more
people will choose to live in the rural areas of the United States
like South Dakota. In the late 1970s, a popular magazine polled
Americans and asked them what they wanted most in a place to
live. The top desires were: green grass and trees (95 percent) and
neighbors with whom they felt comfortable (92 percent).
As long as there is a communications connection, most jobs in
the future can be anywhere. For example. Citibank provides credit
cards for people in every state, but much of the processing work
is done in South Dakota. In other information-processing businesses as well, the back room—the internal workrooms—of a business can be anywhere. As the baby boomers become senior citizens
and a shortage of highly qualified professionals develops in this
country, an enticement for employment will be living location.
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South Dakota and rural America have the qualities that most people want the most.
The first people who lived in the area we now call South Dakota
did not know what life would be like in 1989. The first South
Dakotans one hundred years ago did not know either. But, I would
bet that their hopes and dreams for their children were the same
as our hopes and dreams for our children. In the future, the jobs,
the clothing, the shelters, the methods of travel, and the ways of
communicating will undoubtedly all be quite different from what
they are today. I believe, however, that the South Dakotans of the
future will want for themselves and their children what both we
and our ancestors wanted for ourselves and our children.
We wish these future state residents the ability to earn enough
money and recognition to satisfy their basic needs. We wish them
happiness and hope their pursuit of it will not degenerate into a
foolish pursuit of fun. We wish them success, realizing that success really is not too difficult to accomplish if a person works hard
and never gives up. Beyond this, I also believe that every generation hopes that the next generation will experience something
much more significant than money, recognition, happiness, or
success.
Most of all, I think, we hope that those who come after us will
experience "meaning" in their lives. "Meaning" is not something
a person is given or learns. It must be buiit by each individual into his or her own life. No one else can do it for them. It is each
person's realization that his or her life really matters. He or she
makes a difference. At death, it is being able to say, "This was
my life and I'm proud of it."
This place called South Dakota gives people the opportunity to
have uniquely "meaningful" lives. In much of America, big is
assumed to be better. In South Dakota, our small population is a
blessing. People can advance, reach their potential, and lead fulfilling lives within the family of South Dakotans. In much of America,
the easier road is often sought and followed. In South Dakota,
challenges are welcomed, and facing them has made us strong.
Certainly, the journey of our first one hundred years has not
brought us the material riches that some states have secured, but
living in South Dakota has given us much more. It has given us
personal and spiritual riches embodied in those special qualities
that we all share.
As our ancestors did before us, we must continue to dream boldly
and take risks. Vision provides the goal. Wisdom and integrity provide the strategy. Courage, cooperation, and perseverance lead
us to success. And, flexibility will enable us to adapt to rapid
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change. I know the dreaming and creating will continue to happen here. My confidence is boosted every time I travel around this
great state. I need only look down the road toward the horizon.
Off to the side, in this field or the next, I will see a pile of rocks
and think about the person who put them there.
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