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Warriors in Ranks:
American Indian Units
in the Regular Army,
1891-1897
ROBERT LEE

During the western expansion of the United States, the white
man's government slowly came to recognize that American Indians
were superior fighters. They "had fought us successfully for a long
period," commented one frontier officer who later became the
army's chief of staff. Moreover, he declared, they were, "when
suitably armed and mounted,... the best light horsemen the world
has ever seen."' It was estimated that the United States government
had spent nearly one billion dollars on the Indians between 1776
and 1887, two-thirds of it in fighting them. That was enough, one
officer claimed, to have given every adult male of the Sioux tribe
The research for this article was funded, in part, by the South Dakota Committee
on the Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
1. Hugh L. Scott, Some Memories of a Soldier (New York: Century Co., 1928),
pp. 169-70. See also Ist Lt. Hugh L. Scott, Fort Sill, Okla., to Assistant Adjutant Ceneral
(AAC), Department of the Missouri, 10 July 1891, Doc. File 1222, PDR-1891, Box 147,
Records of the Adjutant Ceneral's Office, Record Group 94 (RC 94), National Archives
(NA), Washington, D.C, and Michael L. Täte, "From Scout to Doughboy: The National
Debate over Integrating American Indians into the Military, 1891-1918," Western
Historical Quarterly 17 (Oct. 1986): 424. Scott, who transferred to the Seventh Cavalry
after the Battle of the Little Bighorn, laid out the boundaries of Fort Meade, South
Dakota, when it was established in the fall of 1878. He became the army's leading
authority on American Indian sign language, rose through the ranks to major general,
and ultimately served as army chief of staff.
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a farm worth at least two thousand dollars.^ The warrior tradition
was deeply imbedded in the cultures of American Indians, especially
those of the western and plains tribes, who had generally obtained
their own homelands through conquest over other tribes. In most
instances, the white man's army of better-equipped and betterdisciplined soldiers had outnumbered rather than outfought them.
Not surprisingly, then, the army eventually took advantage of the
Indians' ability in warfare by enlisting them into the regular army.
A major proponent of the idea was Maj. William H. Powell, who
wrote, "There are some noble qualities in the Indian character as
well as in that of the white man, and through the influence of a
soldier life these qualities would naturally be developed and they
themselves be made to feel that they were a part and parcel of the
government." In support of including Indian troops in the regular
army, Powell wrote three articles for United Sen/ice, a monthly journal covering military affairs. The first, titled "Soldier or Granger?",
outlined his reasons for proposing that American Indians be enlisted
into the army as regular soldiers. He pointed out that attempts to
interest the Indians In agriculture had generally been in vain. "They
are not a producing people," he claimed; instead, "they are warlike
in nature, and are very fond of all the paraphernalia of war." Powell
argued that Indians could not be made into grangers, especially "the
young men ambitious for honors" and "the old men who have been
used to an entirely different mode of life." Why not, Powell asked,
"educate them to our ways by employing them in that which is the
most acceptable to their instincts and tastes?—that is, make soldiers
of them."''
Powell further argued that Indians had great physical endurance;
they could speedily cover long distances on foot; they welcomed
opportunities to emulate their warrior ancestors; they liked pomp
anci show; and they found it demoralizing to keep young and active men in a state of dependence. Powell had been at Fort Laramie
twenty-one years earlier when Red Cloud of the Oglala Sioux had
ridden in with some three thousand of his followers to sign the treaty that had temporarily ended hostilities with the powerful Sioux
and their allies. Recalling that the Indians had come down the bluffs
to the fort in formation, he remembered the scene: "No troops
could have moved with more regularity, or have been tactically better handled than these Indians. The sight was beautiful to look at,
and reminded us of old war times."''
2. V^iiliam H. Powell, "The Indian Problem," United Sen/ice: A Monthly Review
of Military and Naval Affairs 5 n.s, (Apr. 1891): 329.
3. Powell, "Soldier or Granger?," United Service 2 n.s. (Nov. 1889): 446-47.
4. Ibid., pp. 449-50.
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In the second article in United Services, titled "The Indian as a
Soldier," Powell reported that his proposal had attracted so much
favorable comment that he felt compelled to elaborate on it. The
plan seemed so feasible to him and to others that he could see "no
reason why a trial should not be made." He revealed that only two
objections to the plan had arisen: the different languages of the
tribes and the Indians' "barbarous customs which would have to
be obliterated." Powell proposed that the first objection could be
overcomeby using graduates of the Indian schools, who had learned
English, as noncommissioned officers with the Indian units. Moreover, he contended, these "noncoms" could also teach white officers the sign language the plains tribes used so universally. In reply
to the second objection, Powell simply pointed to "the history of
the human race," which, he claimed, illustrated that "contact with
civilization in time removes all elements of barbarism; the more
decided the contact, the quicker the emancipation."^
In further support of his plan, Powell pointed to the success that
Maj. Gen. Ceorge Crook, then commanding the Military Division
of the Missouri, had earlier had in using Indian scouts to force the
surrender of the troublesome Apaches in Arizona. He quoted Crook
as stating, "During the entire campaign, from first to last, without
any exception, every successful encounter with the hostiles was due
exclusively to the exertions of Indian scouts."** Unfortunately, Powell
added, "there is no permanency in this scout business." Only two
hundred seventy-five Indian scouts were in the service at that time,
scattered in small parties throughout the country without formal
organization. More importantly, scouts could only be enlisted for
six-month tours of duty. Powell urged that Indians be enlisted and
reenlisted on the same terms as regular army soldiers.''
Under Powell's proposal. Congress would need to authorize the
president to organize two to four infantry regiments of Indian troops
who could be mounted as needed. The author suggested that they
be formed into four-company battalions headed by a major and that
three battalions be assigned to each of the Indian regiments. In his
opinion, not less than a battalion should be kept at a post.** Powell
quoted james McLaughlin, agent of the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation of the Dakotas, in support of the plan as "a grand thing for
the Indians. They are warriors from their childhood, and would make
the very best of soldiers."" Powell also quoted M. R Wyman, agent
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Powell, "The Indian as a Soldier," United Service 3 n,s. (Mar. 1890): 229-3a
Quoted ibid., p. 231.
Ibid., p. 232.
Ibid., pp. 232-33.
Quoted ibid., p. 237

Copyright © 1991 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

266

South Dakota History

at the Crow reservation in Montana, as supporting his scheme.
"They are the finest kind of horsemen," Wyman said of his Crows,
"and, in my opinion, would make the finest body of light cavalry
in the country."'" Both agents expressed the belief that Indian soldiers could be successfully recruited for the regular army on their
reservations.
In June 1889, as Powell wrote his first article, the American native
population of the country, excluding Alaska, numbered slightly over
two hundred fifty thousand. These Indians were living on 116 reservations covering 86.1 million acres of land set aside for them in fulfillment of treaty obligations. The government was spending in excess
of seven million dollars a year in supporting them. One of the government's primary concerns at the time was how best to assimilate
the Indians into the white man's culture and make them more selfsupporting. The fact that the reservations were generally ill-suited
for agriculture and that employment opportunities were either
nonexistent or extremely limited exacerbated the problem."
The situation worsened further as the government failed to provide enough food to feed its Indian wards adequately. Widespread
drought prevented the Indians from raising enough crops to feed
themselves. Consequently, and not surprisingly, at a time when the
Indian wars were believed to be over, the Messiah Craze, or Ghost
Dance movement, in South Dakota shattered the peace of the frontier. Before that campaign ended. Sitting Bull had been killed on
the Standing Rock reservation and the unfortunate events at
Wounded Knee Creek had rocked the Pine Ridge reservation. On
29 December 1890, over one hundred fifty Indian men, women, and
children, as well as twenty-five United States soldiers, were killed
in the tragic clash between the army and Big Foot's band. Further
trouble could be expected unless the lot of the Indians could be
iraproved. Once the fighting ended, the persistent reservation problems of acculturation and unemployment remained.'^
10. Quoted ibid.
11. U.S., Congress, The Abridgment: Message of the President of the United States
to the Two Houses of Congress at the Beginning of the Second Session of the Fiftythird Congress, with the Reports of the Heads of Departments and Selections from
Accompanying Documents, 1893-94, ed. Francis M. Cox (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1894), pp. 26-27 (hereafter cited as Abridgment of Messages and
Documents with year).
12. Report of Brig. Gen. Nelson A. Miles, 14 Sept. 1891, \n Abridgment of Messages
and Documents, 1891-92, pp. 373-83, 387; James Mooney, The Chost-Dance Religion
and the Sioux Outbreak of 1890, ed. Anthony F. C. Wallace (Ghicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1965), pp. 88-136; Robert M. Utiey, The Last Days of the Sioux Nation
(New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1963), p. 228.
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At this point, Powell's third article appeared in which he reiterated
his previous plea for enlisting Indians as soldiers: "That the Indian
makes a good soldier in whatever capacity employed is testified to
by all officers who have had any service with them as such, by all
agents who have had any experience in utilizing them as Indian
police, and by the very training they have had from their youth. Why,
then, should we not give them employment, when they and the old
men of their tribes ask for it, and let them feel that they are part
and parcel of the government?"^^ He pointedly reminded his readers
that many Indian outbreaks had resulted from the restlessness of
youths with nothing to do on the reservations. Powell quoted the
War Department as estimating it had spent two million dollars in
quelling the Messiah Craze alone among the Sioux of South Dakota
in 1890-1891."*
Coming at a propitious time, Powell's proposal (in modified form)
won acceptance from the War Department, whose previous experiences with Indians on the fringes of the military haci given it some
hope that the experiment could succeed. Congress had first authorized the enlistment of up to one thousand Indians in the Army Reorganization Act of 28 July 1866, but these were scouts, not regulararmy soldiers. Enlisted for six-month terms only, scouts could be
discharged earlier or reenlisted for additional six-month periods at
the discretion of army commanders. The scouts were generally
formed into separate units under white officers and not integrated
into the companies of white soldiers. They were paid thirteen doliars
a month and given a monthly clothing allowance of four dollars.
They also received forty cents per day for providing and feeding
their own horses.^'^ In 1889, the army's authorized enlisted strength
of twenty-five thousand men included only two hundred seventyfive Indian scouts. During the Ghost Dance movement the following year, the number increased. The Indian scouts at Wounded Knee,

13. Powell, "Indian Problem," p. 338.
14. Ibid., p. 329.
15. Robert M. UtIey, Frontier Regulars: The United States Army and the Indian,
1866-1891, (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1973), pp. 53-55; AAG Theodore
Schwan to Army Commanding General (ACG), 6 Mar. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147,
RG94, NA; James A. Sawicki, Cavalry Regiments of the US Army (Dumfnes, Va.: Wyvern
Publications, 1985), p. 58. Indians had also served in both the Union and Confederate
armies during the Civil War. Over six thousand Indians from the Five Civilized Tribes
saw service with the Confederate Army, and a number of Chippewa Indians served
in Company G, Ninth Regiment, Minnesota Volunteer Infantry with the Union Army. See "Indian Cavalry in Confederate Service," American Scene Magazine 6, no.
1 (1965): unpaged, and Minnesota, Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars, 1861-1865
(St. Paul, Minn.: Pioneer Press Co., 1890), pp. 416-18.
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recruited among the most warlike of the Sioux, the Oglalas, were
described as "brave and loyal, as has been the almost universal rule
with Indians when enlisted in the government service, even when
called on, as were these, to serve against their own tribe and relaPowell's scheme for enlisting Indians into the regular army rather
than into the scouts, while attracting the most attention, was not
the first to be advanced and, in many ways, simply represented the
logical progression of a process that had started much earlier. Four
months after Custer's 1876 defeat on the Little Bighorn River of Montana, the former commander of a company of Indian scouts (Lt.
Richard H. Pratt, Tenth Cavalry) proposed that Indians be brought
"largely and permanently into army organization." In his opinion,
they would "make the best police force that could be used among
their own people."''^ Indeed, the concept of using Indians to police
Indians had first been tried only two years earlier on the Navajo
reservation in Arizona, where the native police force proved so successful that it was authorized for all reservations four years later.'^
Even though Indian police were paid only five dollars a month,
the Indian Service had few difficulties recruiting them. Valentine
T McGillycuddy, agent at Pine Ridge from 1879 through 1886, succeeded in forming a fifty-man force under Capt. George Sword, a
young Oglala progressive, that was extremely useful in administering the largest and most troublesome of the Sioux reservations.
McGiliycuddy explained the willingness of his police to serve this
way: "The Indians generally recognize the police authority, for from
time immemorial there has existed among the Sioux and other tribes
native soldier organizations, systematically governed by laws and
regulations."^" While strong opposition from tribal soldier organizations threatened the idea initially, under Captain Sword's skillful
leadership, McGillycuddy's Indian policemen were trained as a
disciplined paramilitary force that could fight as a unit as well as
perform normal police duties.'^"
On 1 November 1878, Commissioner of Indian Affairs Ezra A. Hayt
suggested that an Indian cavalry force of up to three thousand
16. Mooney, Ghost-Dance Religion, p. 135.
17 Quoted in Byron Price, "The Utopian Experiment: The Army and the Indian,
1890-1897," By Valor & Arms 3, no. 1 (1977): 16. Pratt later became superintendent of
the Indian school at Carlisle, Pa.
18. William T. Hagan, Indian Police and Judges: Experiments in Acculturation and
Control, Yale Western Americana Series, no. 13 (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University
Press, 1966), pp. 27, 39.
19. Quoted ibid-, p. 94.
20. Ibid., pp. 90-94.

Copyright © 1991 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

Warriors in Ranks

269

"young men ofthe most warlike tribes" be enlisted into the regular
army as an auxiliary unit under the command of experienced army
officers. Charging that the army was not large enough to protect
whites from hostile Indians, Hayt proposed that the auxiliary force
be used "only to suppress, prevent, or shorten the duration of any
Indian disturbance." He pointed out that the English had successfully used native troops in India, the French had done likewise in
Algeria, and the Russians had found the Cossacks to be an effective auxiliary force.^' Although Hayt's proposal was not accepted,
the notion of enlisting Indians into the army gained converts as the
need for providing them with useful employment became increasingly urgent.

The success of American Indium puhi •
reservations, as here at Rosebud, showed officials
could perform effectively in paramilitary

.
-,•; liif
thai Indians
organizations.

Another proponent of enlisting Indians into the army as regular
soldiers was Frank C. Armstrong, an inspector for the Indian Service, who had recruited 120 Cheyenne Dog Soldiers (the tribe's warrior clan) as army scouts in 1885 during a threatened outbreak in
Oklahoma. The unit proved useful in thwarting the action, and the
experience convinced Armstrong of the merits of enlisting Indians
as soldiers. Unlike Powell, Armstrong favored integrating the Indians
into white companies rather than segregating them in separate regi21. U.S., Department of the Interior, Office of the Secretary, Annua/Report o/'f/ie
Secretary of the Interior, 1878 (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office, 1878),
pp. 445-46,
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ments. He pushed for acceptance of the scheme in a letter to the
secretary of interior in January 1890. The proposal was referred to
Secretary of War Redfield Proctor, who consulted with Maj. Gen.
John M. Schofield, the army's top commander. They decided to seek
the views of department commanders before making any decision
in the matter.2^
The response was mixed but generally unfavorable. General
Crook, possibly because of his success with Indian scout units, opposed enlisting the Indians as regular soldiers. He favored their
retention as scouts to be stationed on their own reservations. Five
other high-ranking officers polled also expressed opposition.^^
Among those favorable to the idea was Brig. Gen. John R. Brooke,
commanding the Department of the Platte, who would play a major role in settling the Indian troubles connected with the Ghost
Dance movement at Pine Ridge. He supported Armstrong's proposition in principle but not in detail. He saw it as "an effectual means
of civilization for a certain class of Indians that cannot it seems be
reached in any other practical means." Brooke favored organizing
Indian soldiers into separate companies, placing them under competent officers with long experience on the frontier, and stationing
them as far from their reservations as possible. However, he doubted
that many married Indians would enlist unless provisions were made
to have their families near them.^'* Brooke's comments were to prove
prophetic.
Meanwhile, Proctor and Schofield decided to test the willingness
of Indians to join the army in larger numbers by expanding the scout
program. Orders were issued in the spring of 1890 for the recruitment of two one-hundred-man scout companies on a limited and
experimental basis. One company, which became known as "Casey's
Scouts" for its commander, 1st Lt. Edward W. Casey, Twenty-second
Infantry, was formed from among the Cheyennes of Montana and
assigned to Fort Keogh. Designated as Company A, Department of
Dakota, it saw duty during the 1890-1891 campaign in South Dakota,
during which Lieutenant Casey was killed. The second company,
22. Frank C. Armstrong to Secretary of the Interior (SI), 22 Jan. 1890, Doc. File 1222,
Box 147, RC 94, NA; Don Rickey, Jr., "Warrior-Soldiers: The All-Indian 'L' Troop, 6th
U.S., Cavalry, in the Early 189O's," in Troopers West: Military & Indian Affairs on the
American Frontier, ed. Ray Brandes (San Diego: Frontier Heritage Press, 1970), p. 42.
For more on the Cheyenne Dog Soldiers, see John H. Moore, The Cheyenne Nation:
A Social and Demographic History (Lincoln; University of Nebraska Press, 1987), pp.
16, 25, 197-203, and UtIey, Frontier Regulars, pp. 126-27n.15.
23. Rickey, "Warrior-Soldiers," pp. 42-43.
24. Brooke to Adjutant Ceneral (AG), Army, 18 Feb. 1890, Doc. File 1222, Box 147,
RC 94, NA.
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commanded by 1st Lt. hiomer W. Wheeler, Fifth Cavalry, was recruited from the Comanches and Kiowas of the southern plains and
assigned to Fort Reno, Indian Territory (Oklahoma). Both companies
compiled excellent records of service.^^
In November 1890, with the Messiah Craze gaining momentum
on South Dakota reservations, the Indian scout program was further expanded. The Military Division of the Missouri, headed by
Maj. Gen. Nelson A. Miles, was authorized to enlist up to twenty
troops of Indians "for service in the present emergency." The authorization permitted recruitment of two sixty-man Indian companies for each of the cavalry and infantry regiments serving in the
vicinity of the Sioux and Cheyenne reservations.^^ Miles's division
included the Departments of Dakota and the Platte, which supplied
most of the troops rushed to the scene. Before the 1890-1891 campaign had ended, some eight hundred Indian scouts were enlisted
into the army.^''
The success of the Indian scout companies convinced Proctor and
Schofield that the time had come to bring Indians into the regular
army in the manner suggested by Powell and Armstrong. Schofield
saw a double benefit in the scheme: "First, to diminish by that number the braves who might otherwise become enemies, and to increase to the same extent the number of United States troops." He
asserted that many young Indians could not be satisfied by adopting the habits of an agricultural life, for "having listened for years
to the recital of heroic deeds of his ancestors, he longs to follow
their example." Schofield spoke glowingly of young Indian males
as "natural soldiers," concluding: "There is in their mind no employment worthy of an Indian brave but that of a soldier. They eagerly
enlist in the service of the United States as scouts under army officers, and their efficiency as such has been proven on multitudes
of
i

25. Richard U p t o n , comp. and ed.. The Indian as a Soldier at Fort Custer, Montana, 1890-1895: Lieutenant Samuel C Robertson's First Cavalry Crow Indian
Contingent,
Montana and the West Series, no. 1 (El Segundo, Calif.: Upton & Sons, 1983), pp.
20-23; Price, " U t o p i a n Experience," p. 18; telegram. Adjutant General's Office (AGO)
to Commanding General (CG), Military Division of the Missouri ( M D M ) , 28 Nov. 1890,
and General Order 76 and 79, AGO, 21 )une, 25 )uly 1890, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG
94, NA.
26. Eric Feaver, " I n d i a n Soldiers, 1891-95: An Experiment on the Closing Frontier,"
Prologue 7 (Summer 1975): 110.
27. UtIey, Last Days of the Sioux Nation, pp. 115, 256-57, 266; Gregory ). W. U r w i n ,
The United States Cavalry: An Illustrated History (Poole, Dorset: Blandford Press, 1983),
p. 164.
2a Schofield to Secretary of War (SW), 8 Dec. 1890, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RC 94, NA.
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Prior to implementing the program, however, Schofield took steps
to learn whether the plan would appeal to the Indians. The First
Infantry under Col. William R. Shafter served as an experimental
recruiting force. Among the troops brought to the Pine Ridge reservation during the Ghost Dance troubles, Shatter's command was
scheduled to return to its California stations. Officers in charge of
the Indian scout companies on both the Pine Ridge and Rosebud
reservations were instructed to poll their scouts and other Indians
to learn whether they were interested in enlisting into the regular
army for five years. They would receive a private's pay of thirteen
dollars a month and goto California with the First Infantry. Not surprisingly, the response was not favorable.
Reporting on the unsuccessful efforts of the six officers who had
done the polling. Colonel Shafter stated: "Indians object to being
'foot soldiers,' to long enlistments and to going far from their reservations. I do not think it will be possible to enlist them as infantry
soldiers, especially when the scouts are getting [an additional] $12
a month for their ponies and having them foraged too."^'^ 2d Lt. Guy
H. Preston, commanding Company A, Sioux Scouts, at Pine Ridge,
reported that both the Oglalas and neighboring Brûlés were "horse
Indians and among them all I cannot find a man who is willing to
leave the reservation as an infantry soldier . . . the idea of going
afoot and carrying the heavy rifle is repugnant to them also." Moreover, Preston added, "I have found that they hold their ponies in
even higher estimation, so far as I can see, than their wives and
children."^" The officer conducting the polling on the Rosebud reser29. Shafter to AAG, M D M , 24 Feb. 1891, ibid.
30. Preston to Regimental Adjutant, 1st Inf., 18 Feb. 1891, ibid.
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This group oí iviiunled O^Uiict scouts participated in army operations on
the Pine Ridge reservation during the 1890-1891 Wounded Knee campaign.

vation also saw little hope for enlisting Brûlés as infantrymen, but
he was instructed to continue trying because "an Indian is at all
times very hard to be convinced . . . yet it can be done."^^
In spite of the results, Schofield was undismayed. He expressed
continuing support for the plan in a memorandum to Proctor on
7 March, claiming: "The failure of the first efforts to enlist Indians
as infantry was to be expected. Indeed, so novel a proposition as
the enlistment for a term of years as regular soldiers, rather than
as scouts for a short period, could not be expected to be at first
acceptable to the Indians." At the same time, it was apparent to
Schofield that it would be necessary to curtail the Indians' option
of enlisting as scouts if the plan was to be successful. He urged
Proctor to authorize "a thorough test" of the plan's practicality and
pleaded that it be given "a full, fair and persistent trial."''^
Proctor determined that the experiment could be undertaken
within existing law and approved it. Two days later, the War Department issued General Order No. 28 to implement the trial. While
General Schofield had requested authority to enlist up to three thousand Indians above the army's authorized enlisted strength of
twenty-five thousand men. Proctor authorized only two thousand
to be enlisted within the ceiling limit. The change posed no immediate problem because the number of enlisted men in the army at
31. Maj. M. V. Sheridan to Capt. C. A. Earnest, 6 May 1891, ibid. See also telegram,
Capt. lesse M. Lee, Rosebud, S.Dak., to Col. William R. Shatter, 18 Feb. 1891, and 1st
Lt. W. O. Clark to Camp Adjutant, 1 Inf., Pine Ridge, 23 Feb. 1891, ibid.
32. Schofield to Proctor, 7 Mar. 1891, ibid.
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the time put it below authorized strength. Troop L of all cavalry regiments and Company ( of infantry regiments had been deactivated
the previous summer and members transferred to other troops and
companies in a planned reduction of regiment size. The new order
now provided that Troop L of all cavalry regiments, except the Ninth
and Tenth, and Company I of all infantry regiments, except the Sixth,
Fleventh, Fifteenth, Nineteenth, Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth, were
to be filled by the enlistment of up to fifty-five Indians per troop
or company.^^
By law, two regiments each of cavalry and infantry had to be filled
with colored (black) soldiers, and these comprised half of the eight
regiments exempted from the order. The black troops were in the
Ninth and Tenth cavalries and in the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth
infantries. "Although 'colored' might be descriptive of Indians too,"
the War Department conceded, "it applies exclusively to persons
of negro blood or African extraction. Enlistment of Indians for our
four colored regiments would be contrary to the intent of Congress
and therefore unlawful."-^'' Schofield, in a memorandum to Secretary
of War Proctor on this subject, disclosed that he had never heard
of any difficulty arising from Indian scouts serving with black troops.
Yet, he added, "it may be possible that the colored troops would
not exercise altogether the same beneficial influence over the Indian as would the white troops."-"^ William Powell in his articles in
United Sen/ice had proposed that the Indians, like the blacks, be
segregated into two all-Indian regiments of the regular army and
then formed into four-company battalions. (Cavalry companies were
designated "troops" after 1883, and battalions became "squadrons"
in 1889.) instead, Schofield integrated one Indian company into each
of the existing white infantry and cavalry regiments authorized to
receive them.'*** While the order allowed the enlistment of Indians
into eight cavalry and nineteen infantry regiments, not all of them
succeeded in attracting Indian recruits and organizing their authorized company
Ceneral Order 28 specified that, whenever practicable, the enlistments for each of the Indian units would be made within the
department in which the regimental headquarters was located. En31 Army and Navy ¡ournal (NY), 7 Mar. 1891, p. 479; General Order No. 28, AGO,
9 Mar. 1891, Memorandum, Army Headquarters, 6 Feb. 1891, and Schofield to Proctor,
22 )an. 1891, all in Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA; Feaver, "Indian Soldiers," p. 110.
34. AAG Schwan to AGG, 5 Jan. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA.
35. Schofield to Proctor, 22 Jan. 1891.
36. Powell, "Indian as a Soldier," pp. 232-33; Utley, Frontier Regulars, p. 36n.8.

Copyright © 1991 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

Warriors in Ranks

275

listing officers would be nominated by the regimental commander
and serve as special department recruiting officers. The recruiters
were looking for young Indian men between the ages of eighteen
and thirty-five who would join the regular army for five-year terms.
The requirementof a competent knowledge of the English language
was waived, and ten married men could be enlisted for each troop
or company with the approval of the department commander.
Ultimately, noncommissioned officers for these companies would
be Indian appointments, but until Indian soldiers became qualified,
available white noncommissioned officers would be utilized.•'''
Schofield suggested to Proctor that it might be desirable to keep
Indian companies in their own partsof the country when their regiments changed stations. The Indian companies could retain their
legal status as a regular company of the departed regiments. Actually,
at the time, it was not unusual for one or more companies of a regiment to be stationed apart from regimental headquarters. However,
Schofield emphasized that Indians were to be enlisted "with the
clear understanding that they are liable to serve wherever required
by the government and against any enemy." He wanted these Indian companies to feel that they were "part and parcel" of the regular army establishment and not entitled to any special consideration when it came to station.^*^ It was a policy that would later cause
considerable trouble. With one exception, all the Indian troops
organized under General Order No. 28 were posted to stations west
of the Mississippi River. The lone exception was Company I, Twelfth
Infantry, which was composed of Apache prisoners of war from
Arizona who were first incarcerated in Florida but then stationed
at Mount Vernon Barracks, Alabama, when the company was
formed. Other Indian units served at forts in Montana, New Mexico, South and North Dakota, Nebraska, Oklahoma Territory, Idaho,
Wyoming, Arizona, and Washington.^^
In order to encourage enlistments. General Order No. 28 also
reduced the total number of Indian scouts who could be enlisted
in the entire army from one thousand to one hundred fifty. On 31
January 1891, the army employed 764 scouts. The Department of
Dakota, which included the Sioux reservations, had 327, and the
Department of the Platte, which bordered on the reservations, had
37. General Order No. 28; Memorandum, Army Headquarters, 6 Feb. 1891; Schofield
to Proctor, 22 Jan. 1891; Army and Navy journal, 7 Mar. 1891, p. 479.
38. Schofield to Proctor, 22 Jan. 1891. See also Schofield to Joseph R. Hawley, Senate
Committee on Military Affairs, 25 feb. 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
39. Feaver, " I n d i a n Soldiers," pp. 111-12.
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119. Schofield's order assigned them 25 apiece. Further, it directed
that the reductions be made "without necessary delay." The War
Department obviously agreed with Colonel Shafter that the better
pay and shorter tours of the Indian scouts would deter Indian
enlistments in the regular army for the five-year term.^"
General Brooke, commanding the Department of the Platte, requested exemption from the immediate reduction in the number
of scouts. He pointed out that these Indians had enlisted as scouts
during the Messiah Craze campaign of the previous winter, signing up for six months. They would consider it a breach of faith on
the partof the government to be discharged earlier, making recruitment of them for the regular army even more difficult. "It will take
time to bringabout the enlistment of any large number of Indians,
but I am satisfied that it will finally be accomplished," Brooke wrote.
"As is well known, the Indian requires more time to make up his
mind on a proposition which is new to him than does the average
white man."'"
General Miles went even further. He proposed that the order be
suspended for the entire Division of the Missouri, "as far as the
Sioux, Crows and Cheyenne scouts are concerned." He reported,
"Several of the scouts are now on secret police, and in such service they are very valuable in discovering and securing arms, and
should be amply paid."'*^ Consequently, the scouts were permitted
to finish their terms of enlistment, most of which ended in June
or July, and were then encouraged to reenlist for the longer term.
From then on, no Indians would be enlisted or reenlisted as scouts
above the reduced number authorized for each department.•'^
With the army's limiting of the number of Indian scouts, who
received better pay and served for shorter periods, a big obstacle
to the recruitment of Indians into the regular army was eliminated.
As a direct inducement for enlistments. General Brooke wired the
War Department for authority to appoint a few influential Indians
at Pine Ridge as noncommissioned officers for the company he
hoped to form there. He believed those so appointed would bring
in a number of recruits with them. "From information I have I think
40. General Order No. 28; Memorandum, 6 Feb. 1891; Fairfax Downey and Jacques
N. Jacobsen, Jr., The Red/Bluecoats: The Indian Scouts, U.S. Army (Fort Collins, Colo..:
Old Army Press, 1973), p. 170.
41. Brooke to Maj. Gen. Nelson A. Miles, 18 Mar. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 148,
RG 94, NA.
42. Miles to AGO, first endorsement, 19 Mar. 1891, of Brooke to Miles, 18 Mar. 1891.
43. Memorandum, AGO, 24 Mar. 1891, and General Order No. 8, Department of
Dakota (DD), 2 Apr. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA.
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the company can thus be filled," Brooke stated. "This is worth trying at all events and, the ice broken, many will doubtless enlist who
are now holding off."'*^ Under Genera! Order No. 28, the Indians
would be appointed noncommissioned officers as soon as they qualified for the positions. Brooke's proposal, on the other hand, promised noncommissioned rank to Indians who could encourage others
to enlist, probably considering their success evidence of their
leadership ability The War Department replied that General Order
No. 28 gave department commanders all the discretion they needed
in making such appointments.'*'^
Capt. George Sword of the Pine Ridge police expressed the hope
that the Indian enlistment plan would be successful among the
Sioux, despite the recent difficulties between them and the army.
Success would be more likely, he believed, if qualified Indians were
considered for commissions as officers. He was informed that such
Indians would be eligible for commissions on their merits, providing
they met the necessary educational qualifications, passed the
prescribed examinations, and obtained the recommendations of
44. Telegram, Brooke to AG, Army, 7 Aug. 1891, ibid.
45. Telegram, AAG to Brooke, 16 Aug. 1891, ibid.

Capt. George
Sword, a leader in
the Pine Ridge police
force, pushed the army to
consider enlisting
Indian soldiers
as commissioned
officers.
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their commanding officers—conditions that placed commissions
beyond the reach of practically all Indians of the period and particularly the Sioux.^«
While the lack of advancement possibilities affected enlistment
slightly, other more significant obstacles stood in the way of effective recruitment. One such obstacle was the provision of General
Order No. 28 that limited the number of married Indians who could
be enlisted toten per troop or company. Lt. Hugh L. Scott, in charge
of recruiting for Troop L of the Seventh Cavalry and one of the
strongest supporters of the Indian soldier experiment, protested
the limit on married Indians. It was customary, he noted, for Indians
to marry at an early age. He claimed that there were not enough
suitable unmarried Indians on the Kiowa reservation to make a goodsized troop. Other recruiting officers made similar complaints.^'
Recruiting for the Second Infantry at Pine Ridge, 1st Lt. John Kinzie
reported finding few Indians over eighteen who were single. "Even
those who are inclined to enlist say they cannot leave their families/'
the lieutenant wrote, "and even if they could take their families, they
could not support them on their pay.'""* Consequently, Proctor authorized recruiters to exceed the limit on married soldiers "as in
the judgment of the department commander may be absolutely
necessary to complete troops." Nevertheless, Scott and other
recruiting officers were advised to enlist as many single Indians as
possible. Further, they were instructed to make it clear to married
Indians who enlisted that they could claim "no special privileges
because of their married status."'*^
At Schofield's request. Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs R.
V. Belt had distributed copies of General Order No. 28 to agents
on the western reservations, instructing them to cooperate with the
officers recruiting for the Indian companies. Belt opined that army
duty and the discipline that went with it "will doubtless be of advantage" to the Indians enlisted. "The final outcome of this experiment," he wrote, "must, of necessity, depend very largely upon the
46. George Sword to SW, 1 Apr. 1891, and AAG Schwan to Sword, 22 Apr. 1891, ibid.
47. Scott to AAC, Department of the Missouri, 10 July 1891, and 1st Lt. C. H. Macd o n a l d . Fort Bennett, S.Dak., to AAG, DD, 1 July 1891, w i t h endorsements, ibid.. Box
148. The fact that Scott filled out his Indian troop w i t h Kiowas and Comanches
recruited in Indian Territory had more to d o w i t h the requirement that Indians be
recruited, whenever practicable, from within the departments where regimental headquarters were located rather than f r o m any deliberate decision to keep the Seventh
and the Sioux apart.
4 a Kinzie to Adjutant, 2d Inf., 11 Aug. 1891, ibid.. Box 147
49. A G O to CC, M D M , 21 July 1891, ibid.
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character of the officers immediately in charge, and upon the kind
of discipline and instruction to which the Indians are subjected."
In response to an inquiry from the War Department, Belt assured
the agents that Indians who became soldiers would not lose their
rights to lands, annuities, and "other assistance furnished by this
bureau in fulfillment of treaties."-^"
Capt. Jesse M. Lee, Ninth Infantry, was assigned to organize the
Indian recruiting efforts in the Department of the Dakota, headquartered in Saint Paul, Minnesota. This department then had
jurisdiction over the forts in the states of Minnesota, Montana, North
Dakota, and South Dakota, except for Fort Randall, which had been
transferred in January 1891 to the Department of the Platte, headquartered in Omaha, Nebraska. Lee had extensive experience with
Indians, understanding and respecting them. In turn, he had earned
the respect and confidence of the Indians, despite having been the
officer who brought Crazy Horse into Fort Robinson. Lee was acting agent at the Rosebud reservation when the noted Oglala Sioux
warrior was killed in 1877. Before dying. Crazy Horse absolved Lee
of any blame for the treachery that brought on his death at Fort
Robinson. The captain subsequently served as Indian agent for the
Cheyennes and Arapahoes in Indian Territory in 1885-1887.'^'
Lee was again assigned as agent at Rosebud when military control of the Sioux agencies passed to the army following the 1890-1891
South Dakota campaign. When queried by the War Department for
his views on the Indian enlistment plan, Lee wrote a twenty-sevenpage reply that was emphatically favorable to it. However, he stressed
the importance of (1) keeping treaty promises to the Indians and
(2) assigning officers who had experience with the tribes to command the Indian companies. Lee believed there would be strong
opposition from the Interior Department's Office of Indian Affairs
because, he claimed, the office would suffer in comparison if the
army experiment succeeded. "It can and must succeed," Lee wrote,
"eise the army must admit its absolute unfitness as a civilizing factor among Indians."'^^ The letter undoubtedly accounted for his
50. U.S., Department ofthe Interior, Office of Indian Affairs, Annual Report ofthe
Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the Secretary of the Interior, 1891 {Washington,
D.G.: Government Printing Office, 1891), p. 38.
51. General Order No. 2, AGO, 12 )an. 1891, and General Order No. 9, AGO, 27
Jan. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA; Utley, Last Days of the Sioux Nation,
p. 115n3; U.S., Congress, Senate, Congressional Record, 52d Cong., 1st sess., 5 Apr.
1892, 23, pt. 3:2957; Charles E. DeLand, "The Sioux Wars: Red Cloud Wars; Little Big
Horn and Other Battles of 1876; Wounded Knee," South Dakota Historical Collections 17 (1934): 313-36.
52. Lee to AGO, 29 Mar. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
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Jesse M. Lee,
shown here as a
brigadier general,
avidly supported the
army's experiment with
Indian troops. He
served as chief
recruiting officer
for the departments
of both Dakota
and the Platte.

assignment as organizer of the recruiting program, not only in the
Department of Dakota, but subsequently in other departments as

ll
General Order No. 28 assigned five Indian companies to the Department of Dakota: Troop L, First Cavalry, was to be recruited from
among the Crow Indians and stationed at Fort Custer, Montana.
Troop L, Eighth Cavalry, would be formed from the Cheyennes who
had served in "Casey's Scouts" and would remain at Eort Keogh,
Montana. Although it was no longer a scout unit. Troop L was allowed to retain the name of "Casey's Scouts" in honor of its former
leader killed during the Messiah Craze campaign. Company I, Third
Infantry, to be recruited among the Cheyenne River Sioux, was
assigned to Fort Sully in South Dakota. Company I, Twentieth Infantry, stationed at Camp Poplar River, Montana, would recruit
53. Feaver, "Indian Soldiers," p. I l l ; AGO to CG, Department of the Columbia,
24 July 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA.
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Assiniboine and Sioux. Company I, Twenty-second Infantry, would
be filled with Sioux from the Standing Rock reservation, which
straddled the South and North Dakota border. This company was
assigned to Fort Yates in North Dakota.^"*
Only the Third Infantry's Company I did not develop as planned.
1st Lt. James H. Beacom, recruiting officer for the Third, worked to
enlist Sioux Indians for the infantry company allotted to Fort Sully
He went on recruiting forays onto the Cheyenne River, Lower Brule,
and Sisseton reservations but succeeded in enlisting only eleven
men. Beacom's new Indian recruits preferred to be horse rather than
foot soldiers, causing the lieutenant to ask permission to allow them
to keep their horses. The request was rejected on the grounds that
it would open the door to pleas for mounted Indian infantrymen.
However, General Miles permitted Beacom's Indians to transfer to
Troop L of the Third Cavalry when that unit was assigned to Fort
Bennett in South Dakota. (Awkwardly, headquarters for this regiment
was at Fort Mclntosh, Texas, in a different department, which required that orders for this company be processed there.) Miles, as
L)ivision of the Missouri commander, apparently thought that the
Cheyenne River reservation was better suited to cavalry rather than
infantry soldiers. Nine of Beacom's eleven recruits accepted transfer
to the mounted unit. One of the remaining two was discharged at
Fort Sully for disability, and the other transferred to the infantr>'company at Fort Randall in the Department of the Platte. Beacom filled
out his infantry company with Piegans, a branch of the Blackfoot
tribe, from Montana. They served at Fort Sully until 20 January 1892,
when the company was transferred to regimental headquarters at
Fort Snelling in Minnesota.^^
In addition to the five units assigned to the Department of Dakota,
six Indian units were posted to the Department of the Platte. This
department consisted of the states of Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado, and
54. General Order No. 2, DD. 9 Mar. 1891, Maj. Theodore Schwan to Maj. Gen.
Nelson A. Miles, 10 June 1891, and Miles to AG, Army, 25 June 1891, all in Doc. File
1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA.
55. Muster Rosters, Co. I, 3rd Inf., 30 Apr.-I June 1891, 1 July-31 Aug. 1891, Muster
Rolls, Indian Regiments (MRIR), RG 94, NA; Post Returns, Fort Sully, May 1891, Returns
from U. S. Military Posts, 1800-1916, National Archives Microfilm Publication, M617,
Roll 1240; Beacom to AGO, 5 )une 1891,12 Aug. 1892 (with endorsements), and Beacom
to CG, DD, 14 Nov. 1891, all in Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA. Lieutenant Beacom
was unhappy over the transfer of his Sioux recruits after devoting considerable effort and time to enlisting them and asked to be relieved of his recruiting duties. His
regimental commander disapproved the request, pointedly reminding Beacom that
he should "take whatever falls to the lot of that company" (endorsements, Beacom
to AGO, 12 Aug. 1892).
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Wyoming, parts of Idaho and southern South Dakota, and the Territory of Utah. Capt. Jesse Lee organized the recruiting campaign
in this department, too. The only cavalry troop allotted it. Troop L,
Sixth Cavalry, was recruited on the Rosebud reservation of South
Dakota. Company I of the Second Infantry was enlisted at Pine
Ridge; of the Eighth Infantry, at Fort Washakie, Wyoming; of the Sixteenth Infantry, on the Rosebud reservation; and of the Twenty-first
Infantry, at Rosebud, Lower Brule, and Yankton agencies and Fort
Randall. The sixth unit authorized for the Platte—Company I of the
Seventeenth Infantry—failed to organize.^*'
Despite the controversial clash that had occurred at Wounded
Knee just months earlier, the army succeeded in enlisting a considerable number of Sioux from the South Dakota reservations. Six of
the eleven Indian units formed within the Departments of Dakota
and the Platte were filled out on Sioux reserves, although it was
neither a smooth nor easy process. When Captain Pratt, an early
proponent of Indian enlistments and superintendent of the Indian
school at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, visited the Pine Ridge Agency in
the summer of 1891, he was not surprised to learn that initial efforts to enlist the army scouts there as regular soldiers for Company I, Second Infantry, had failed. He informed Washington that
the best time to get Indians to enlist "will be when the scouts are
discharged and after their money is gone."-" The Second Infantry
commander agreed, pointing out that "money and food are now
more abundant with the Sioux Indians than for years; this fact
retards enlistments."'^'* Delayed treaty benefits and final pay checks
awarded the Oglala scouts accounted for the new-found prosperity at Pine Ridge.
Perhaps the most unusual problem that arose in connection with
recruiting among the Indians occurred on the Fort Hall Indian Agency in Idaho, within the Department of the Platte. 1st Lt. William H.
Johnston, Jr., recruiting among the Bannocks for Company I, Sixteenth Infantry, found the war chief of the tribe bitterly opposed
to enlistment of his young men. The chief claimed that the recruits
were being branded so that they could be easily identified if they
later deserted. The charge perplexed Johnston. Upon investigation,
however, he discovered that what was upsetting the chief was the
requirement that all recruits be vaccinated for smallpox. Even though
56. General O r d e r No. 28; "Report f r o m Muster Rolls, Showing Enlisted Strength
of Infantry Companies, Present Station, and Tribes Represented in Each Company,"
AGO, Recruiting Division, 23 Mar. 1893, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
57. Pratt to AGO, 15 July 1891, ibid.. Box 147.
5 a C o l . Frank W h e a t o n , 2d Inf., to AGO, 30 June 1891, ibid.
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Johnston assured the chief that the requirement applied to white
as well as Indian soldiers and was intended as a medical preventative rather than a means of identifying deserters, he saw "no hope
of obtaining a single recruit at Fort Hall."'^'' This recruiting effort was
then shifted to the Rosebud reservation, where the company was
eventually filled.

Red Eagle
of the Cheyenne
River reservation
enlisted in Troop
L, Third Cavalry,
at Eorest City,
South Dakota, on
21 September 1891.

By the summer of 1891, the enlistment of Indians, as well as the
problems associated with the experiment, had advanced to the point
that Secretary of War Proctor felt compelled to express his views
on the matterof "raising, equipping and caring for the Indian com59. Johnston to AG, Department of the Platte (DP), 22 Sept. 1891, ibid.
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panies." He did so in some detail in a circular distributed to the
department commanders that revealed almost as much about Proctor, and his attitude toward Indians, as it did about how best to implement the provisions of General Order No. 28. For instance, the
secretary recommended that the Indian soldiers be housed in
"cheap log barracks apart from the main garrison," that the quarters
of their families "be kept clean and inspected frequently," that "in
no cases can the families of Indian soldiers go with them" when
ordered to stations off their reservations, and that the War Department would not assume the obligation of transporting or subsidizing these families when the Indian units changed stations. Moreover,
the circular stated, the Indian soldiers "must give the same attention to order, cleanliness, and neatnessof attire that is exacted from
other soldiers," and they should be encouraged to save their pay
and not be permitted to gamble.
Proctor recommended that Indian soldiers not be detailed to
guard duties until they could communicate in English. Concerning
discipline, he suggested kindness coupled with "quiet, unyielding
firmness" and directed that "punishments should not, except in
extreme cases or for repeated offenses, extend to forfeiture of pay."
He cautioned against attempting too much at the start and urged
"much tact, patience, and skill" on the part of instructors. The circular recommended that preference in enlistments be given to Indians between the ages of eighteen and twenty-five but stated that
former scouts over thirty-five could be accepted in exceptional cases
where they were deemed "specially valuable." Generally, full bloods
were to be given preference because they "will make the best
soldiers." They were considered "more faithful and obedient" than
mixed bloods. No Indian company, the circular stressed, should have
more than ten or fifteen percent mixed bloods.
Of special pertinence was paragraph eleven of the circular, which
gave General Schofield's views on separating the Indian soldiers
from their tribes: "It is necessary that this subject be treated with
great care. Above all, it is important not to make promises to the
Indians which it may not be found to be convenient to fulfill. It will
be better to proceed more slowly, leaving the Indians to find out
by experience the generous purpose of the War Department in the
inauguration of this measure." The provision emphasized that it was
not the purpose of the army to take the Indians away from their
reservations unnecessarily. It added, however, that they "should
distinctly understand that the ultimate object is to make them a part
of the reliable military force of the United States," which could be
called upon for service wherever required.
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Finally, paragraph twelve of the circular quoted the Interior Department ruling relative to the continuation of tribal rights of Indians
enlisted into the regular army: "The absence of an Indian from his
tribe and reservation in consequence of his enlistment under the
authority of the Government in the military service is not a severance
of his tribal connection, and he would thereby in no sense, either
under the practice of this department pertaining to his tribal affairs
or by any action competent for his tribe to take, forfeit his right to
lands, annuities, and benefits granted his tribe by treaty or law." Its
initial success at enlisting Indians encouraged the War Department
to anticipate that the full number of companies authorized could
be recruited. Every Indian company successfully organized and
maintained would "serve to stimulate Indian enlistments."''"
One of the first difficulties to be overcome in dealing with the
Indian units was the language barrier. In some instances, graduates
of the Indian schools at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and Hampton,
Virginia, were enlisted to teach English to other Indian soldiers. In
general, the commanders of the Indian troops were charged with
teaching English to them, but at Fort Meade, South Dakota, the task
fell to Edward J. Vattmann, the Catholic chaplain there, who had
had thirty years of teaching experience before joining the army in
December 1890. He supervised the education of Troop L, Third
Cavalry, which moved to Fort Meade at the time of Fort Bennett's
abandonment in the fall of 1891. As a result of this effort, Vattmann
authored a Sioux-English dictionary that translated commonly used
military commands and terms into Sioux. The work so impressed
the War Department that it published and distributed the dictionary
to the commanders of all Sioux units. Many in the army believed
that the Indian soldiers could not be educated in the white man's
ways, but Vattmann offered to take over the education of Indians
serving at other posts to demonstrate that his success with the Sioux
soldiers at Fort Meade was no fluke. The army accepted his offer
and transferred him from Fort Meade in October 1892.^'
Recruitingofficers were directed to identify on the margins of each
Indian's enlistment papers the tribe to which the recruit belonged.
They were also ordered to give English names to Indian recruits with
obscene or "improper" names. That may account for the fact that
the muster roll for Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, most of whose
60. Circular, AGO to Department Commanders, 7 May 1891, ibid., Box 146.
61. Capt. R. H. Pratt to AAG Schwan, 5 May 1891, Schwan to AGO, 2 Dec. 1891,
and Vattmann to AGO, 2 Feb., 25 Apr. 1892, all ibid.. Boxes 147-48; Post Returns, Fort
Meade, Oct. 1892, M617, Roll 765.
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Rev. Edward Vattmann, the Catholic chaplain at Fort Meade,
taught English to the Sioux soldiers of Troop I, Third Cavalry, and
authored a Sioux dictionary of army terms that the War Department
distributed widely. Father Vattmann is seen here in front of his
Fort Meade quarters with a group of Indian troopers.

members were enlisted at Fort Randall, South Dakota, included a
Brigham Young and a Miles Standish. The War Department informed
recruiters that it had no objection to designating Indian soldiers
by both their Indian names and their English equivalents, but while
some recruiters followed this practice, most did not. Among those
who did, the phonetic translations of Indian names on the unit
reports sometimes resulted in such gross distortions that the tribes
would be hard pressed to identify soldiers from their own bands.^^
The first Indian unit in the Department of Dakota, Troop L, Sixth
Cavalry, was organized quickly due to the energetic efforts of Captain Lee and 1st Lt. Edward E. Dravo. These officers visited the outlying camps of the Rosebud reservation, counseling with the headmen
of the various bands. "The first obstacle we had to combat in these
62. Telegrams, AGO to CG, DD, 15, 18, 19 May 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG
94, NA; Muster Roll, Co. I, 25th Inf., 31 Oct.-31 Dec. 1894, MRIR, ibid.
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talks," Dravo reported, "was the disinclination of the Indians to agree
to enter a service which would, in all probability, take them far away
from their people." The old men of the tribe considered this an important point and wanted the young men to serve on or near the
reservation. Dravo and Lee countered this objection by suggesting
that the tribes had been in the area for generations and "had learned
nothing more than they knew years ago." Singling out some of the
elders who had been to Washington, D.C., the officers asked them
if they had seen "nothing new on their trips to the Great Father's
country." Not surprisingly, the old men "grasped this idea with
wonderful quickness," Dravo noted, "and, veering right around, told
the young men that it would be a good thing for them to go all over
the Great Father's country." The talks with the headmen of the
separate bands were important because the process "disabused
them of any idea that they were in any way being coerced, and gave
them the feeling that they were showing their friendship for the
Great White Father by entering his service." Dravo had difficulty explaining to the chiefs why their young men could not be appointed
noncommissioned officers upon enlistment, but some Carlisle
graduates among the young men "came to my assistance and explained, in their own way, how impossible such a condition was."^^
Secretary of War Proctor directed that officers selected to command the Indian units be "men of temperance and positive influences on the Indians." He pointed out that "the plan is on trial
and should have every possible aid for its success/'**^ In the fall of
63. Army and Navy ¡ournal, 30 May 1891, p. 682.
64. Proctor to AAG Schwan, 24 Aug. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA.

Recruiters Dravo and Lee visited outlying camps on the Rosebud reservation,
such as Big Turi<ey (below), to talk to elders and enlist young men.
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1891, the secretary resigned from his post to become United States
senator from Vermont, but he remained a firm backer of the program, pushing legislation to Increase the Indian contingent while
serving in the Senate. His successor as secretary of war, Stephen
B. Elkinsof West Virginia, was not as enthusiastic about the experiment as Proctor, but he gave it marginal support as long as it showed
promise of success."''
Late in 1891, when the recruiting campaign for the Indian units
was only eight months old. General Brooke repeated his recommendation that the Indian units be moved to posts away from the reservations. General Schofield agreed that the movement would be wise
but doubted it could be done so soon without arousing in the minds
of the Indians "opposition or objection to the policy of incorporating them into the army." Besides, some posts were insufficiently
equipped for the additional troops such movement would give
them. "The policy of transferring Indian troops to other stations
than those where they are organized cannot well be carried out,"
Schofield concluded, "but it is a policy to be borne steadily in mind,
and executed as often as opportunities occur."*^"
In his annual report for 1891, the secretary of war disclosed that,
in the first year, the results of the Indian enlistment effort were "very
successful." Seven companies, three of cavalry and four of infantry,
had been filled to their full strength, while seven others had been
partially filled. The secretary had personally visited some of these
Indian units and commented; "When it is considered that a short
time ago many of these Indian soldiers were 'blanket Indians,' that
few of them had ever had on a suit of clothes, slept under a roof,
ate at a table, used a knife and fork, wore shoes, or had their hair
cut, the transformation is indeed remarkable. . . . It is not only an
important step toward their civilization, self-support and control,
but is the cheapest and best insurance against further Indian
troubles."^'^
By the end of 1891, a total of 759 Indians had been enlisted into
the regular army, including over two hundred recruited on the Sioux
reservations, but the experiment was not universally popular within
the army nor outside of it.^^ One irate citizen wrote the War Depart65. Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774-1989, Bicentennial
Ed. (1989), s.v. "Proctor, Redfield"; Elkins to Chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations, 26 Mar. 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
66. Schofield to Acting SW, 11 Nov. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RG 94, NA.
67 Report of SW, 3 Nov. 1891, in Abridgment of Messages and Documents, 1891-92,

pp. 34&49.
68. Feaver, "Indian Soldiers," p. 112; Elkins to Joseph R. Hawley, Senate Committee on Military Affairs, 25 Feb. 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
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ment that enlisting "savage Indians" and "making trained soldiers
of our natural foes" emulated the kind of policy that had "led to
the decline of the Roman Fmpire."*'^ Within the army. Captain Pratt,
despite having proposed a similar program in 1876, was among the
early opponents of the experiment. In the summer of 1891, he had
written the War Department expressing the wish that the secretary
of war "would let his Indian enlistment scheme die."™ Nevertheless,
Pratt recommended some of his Indian school graduates for noncommissioned-officer posts in the Indian units. In fact, he even
enlisted some students with special skills for these units.^'
Although Captain Lee had initially expected opposition from the
Office of Indian Affairs, Secretary of the Interior John W. Noble's
annual report for the first year of the experiment also reflected support for the program. Noble claimed that his department, which
included the Office of Indian Affairs, had given "every possible encouragement and help" to the army's recruiting efforts on the reservations. "Much good will result," he predicted, "no less to the
Indians enlisted than to the peace and quiet of the settlements in
the vicinity of the reservations, by enlisting the young men who
would otherwise be idle, and possibly restless. In the army, they
can be usefully employed and trained under strict discipline. This
also secures another means of self-support and of that practical
education to habits of industry that is the broad road to the Indians'
civilization and redemption."'^ In reporting on his recruiting trips
to the various reservations, Lee confirmed that the Indian agents
were cooperative and helpful, at least in the early stages of the experiment.'^
The army's policy of granting its Indian recruits the same rights
and privileges as white soldiers, while eminently fair, created a serious problem among the units stationed near the reservations.
Commissioner of Indian Affairs Thomas ). Morgan reported in 1892
that his office was attempting to suppress all liquor traffic among
Indians and to inculcate in them habits of total abstinence. However,
reflecting complaints from several of his agents, Morgan added that
the Indians who had enlisted in the army "are allowed the same
liberty in regard to obtaining liquor from the canteen and elsewhere
as is accorded to white soldiers. This is to be regretted on many

69. B. ). Mumm, Solvay, N.Y., to SW, 13 Sept. 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RC 94, NA.
70. AAG Schwan to Pratt, 27 July 1891, ibid.
71. Pratt to Schwan, 5 May 1891, ibid.
72. Report of SI, 1 Nov. 1891, \n Abridgment of Messages and Documents, 1891-92,
p. 567.
73. Lee to AGO, 23 July 1891, Doc. File 1222, Box 147, RC 94, NA.
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accounts. It lowers the character of the Indian himself, makes his
return home with the habit of drink a source of evil to his tribe,
and gives the impression that enlistment in the Army means an opportunity to indulge in a practice which is strictly prohibited on the
reservation."'^* Off-post sale of liquor to Indian soldiers brought a
request from the commander of Troop L, Third Cavalry, at Fort
Meade for authority to arrest the saloon keepers in nearby Sturgis,
South Dakota, who were selling it to them. The request was not
granted because law enforcement outside military posts was the responsibility of the civil authorities.''^
74. Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1892, pp. 104-5. See also p. 489
and Report of the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs, 1891, p. 413, for o p i n i o n s of individual agents.
75. Lt. Col. E. V. Sumner, 8th Cav., to AC, Army, 12 Sept. 1894, and Col. Caleb Carlton,
8th Cav., to AG, DD, 3 Oct. 1894, Letters Sent, Fort Meade, 1880-1906, Records of United
States Army Commands, RG 98, NA.
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In addition to complaints about the soldiers' liquor access, some
reservation agents objected to providing tribal benefits to Indians
who had enlisted and left their reservations. The agent at the
Cheyenne River reservation of South Dakota had refused to issue
rations to Sioux soldiers enlisted from there until ordered to do so
by the commissioner of Indian affairs. It was this incident that led
to the May 1891 Interior Department ruling that Indians would not
lose their tribal rights or benefits by enlisting. Some members of
Congress did not like the ruling, however, and in the spring of 1892,
they introduced an amendment to the Indian Appropriations Act

Covemmenf officials valued the Indian army experiment
because it provided constructive activities for young men from the
reservations. Here, Rosebud's Company I, Sixteenth Infantry, shows
its drilling ability before its move to Fort Douglas, Utah.
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that prohibited the issuance of rations or clothing to Indian soldiers
out of Interior Department funds.^"^
Secretary of War Elkins protested that the prohibition might be
all right for Indians enlisted thereafter, but it should not be applied
to those already enlisted. Even though the army fed and clothed
its Indian soldiers as it did all other soldiers, the Indians enlisted
up to that point had joined the army with the clear understanding
that noneof their tribal benefits would be lost. Elkins predicted that
Indians who had already joined would construe the prohibition "as
an act of bad faith on the part of the Government, and [it] would
probably be regarded by many of them as justifying a discharge from
the military service." Instead, the secretary supported General Schofield's recommendation that any reservation supplies to which Indian soldiers were entitled be given to their families or commuted
to cash and paid to them." Consequently, the proposed amendment was stricken from the appropriations measure.
While the Indian Office agreed to issue the goods owed to Indian soldiers to their designated friends or relatives or to convert
their value to cash and send the money to the soldiers, it was not
happy about the arrangement. The office found the situation
especially objectionable when Indian soldiers were stationed away
from their reservations. The issue remained a bone of contention
during the entire life of the Indian soldier experiment. In a related
development, the Interior Department rejected a petition from
eighteen Indian soldiers of Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, at Fort
Randall, South Dakota, who requested permission to lease their
reservation allotments for the five-year period of their army enlistments. The rejection was based on a law that restricted such leases
to three years. The decision caused some discontent among the Indian soldiers at Fort Randall, making it more difficult to recruit for
the army on their reservation.™
Two other problems that arose early in the experiment involved
the families of the married Indians enlisted. One concerned the
army's policy of allowing these families to accompany married soldiers to stations off the reservation at their own expense. Apparently,
76. 1st Lt. G. FH. M a c d o n a l d , Fort Bennett, S.Dak., to AAG, DD, 27 Aug. 1891, Doc.
File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA; Congressional Record, 52d Cong., 1st sess., 31 Mar.
1892, 23, pt. 3:2760.
77. Elkins to Chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations, 26 Mar. 1892, in Congressional Record. 52d Cong., 1st sess., 31 Mar. 1892, 23, pt. 3:2760.
78. Ibid.; SI John N o b l e to SW, 15 Sept. 1891, 21 Apr. 1892, Box 148, and Petition,
Co. I, 21st Inf., Fort Randall, to Commissioner of Indian Affairs, w i t h endorsements,
24 Feb. 1892, Box 145, Doc. File 1222, RG 94, NA.
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the army was not aware that among some tribes, particularly the
Sioux, families were extended and did not consist of just wives and
children. Grandparents, aunts and uncles, nieces and nephews, and
even cousins, in addition to brothers and sisters, were "family," too.
Consequently, some forts with Indian troops found themselves with
Indian encampments of considerable size. "This camp has more
the appearance of a first-class Indian agency than of a military camp,"
complained the commander of the Cheyenne Troop L, Eighth
Cavalry, at Fort Keogh.'"
Secondly, although the army had made it clear it could not assume
the obligation of transporting or providing subsistence for families
of Indian soldiers, this policy was frequently challenged. The railroads offered special government rates for moving troops to new
stations but not for transporting the families of married soldiers,
Indian or white. This situation created special difficulties when Company I, Second Infantry, was moved from Pine Ridge to Fort Omaha,
Nebraska, and Troop L, Third Cavalry, changed stations from Fort
Bennett to Fort Meade. In the latter case, post officials were authorized to send government wagons to the Cheyenne River reservation for the families of the married Indian soldiers. This exception
to the general policy may have been granted because the distance
from Fort Meade to the reservation was not great and the expense
was minimal.**"
At Pine Ridge, the families of the married soldiers of the Second
Infantry's Company I followed them to Fort Omaha at their own expense. The company commander expressed concern about the continuation of Indian rations for these families since Interior Department rules required them to be physically present when these supplies were distributed on the reservation. He suggested that the food
either be sent to the families at Fort Omaha or that the Indians be
paid the money value of the rations due them. He urged a quick
decision in the matter, noting that a continuation of rations to
families would add to the contentment of Indian soldiers in their
new location. A precedent for the second arrangement existed. The
Interior Department had earlier agreed to reimburse the army for
rations it had distributed to the families of the Northern Cheyenne
79. Brig. Cen. Wesley Merritt, CG, DD, to AGO, 28 May 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box
149, RG 94, NA.
80. Gen. R. M. Batchielder, Quartermaster-General, sixth endorsement, 22 Jan.
1892, of 1st Lt. Abdner Pickering, Co. I, 2d Inf., to Acting Indian Agent, Pine Ridge
Agency, 10 Dec. 1891, Box 148, Brig. Cen. John R. Brooke to AGO, 19 Dec. 1891, Box
148, and telegram. Chap. Edward ). Vattmann, Fort Meade, to ACO, 2 Feb. 1892, Box
149, all ibid,
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soldiers in Troop L, Eighth Cavalry, at Fort Keogh.^' Other options
did not seem viable.
Neither the Interior Department nor the army was willing to pay
the cost of transporting rations from Pine Ridge to Fort Omaha. The
Interior Department reported that it had paid for bringing the rations to Pine Ridge and could not incur the additional expense of
moving them to Fort Omaha. The army's quarter-master general rejected a proposal to have an army officer at Pine Ridge receive the
rations and transport them to Fort Omaha at army expense. He
pointed out that the large quantity of fresh beef dispersed at Pine
Ridge would likely spoil in transit to Fort Omaha. Besides, he added,
it seemed "unbusinesslike" to be bringing the rations back to the
region from which they came. Moreover, he asserted, "the appropriation for army transportation is not applicable for the transportation of supplies intended for the use of Indians who are neither
soldiers, scouts or prisoners of war." Since the supplies were intended for the families of the Indian soldiers rather than for the
soldiers themselves, he ruled that the army could not pay for
transporting them.^^
Eventually, the Interior Department agreed to reimburse the army
for supplying subsistence to the Indian families at Fort Omaha as
it had earlier done for the Northern Cheyenne soldiers at Fort Keogh.
The rate of reimbursement was set at fifteen dollars and fifty-five
cents per hundred rations distributed. Army headquarters saw the
arrangement as "proper and necessary," but the whole situation
gave added weight to the provision of Ceneral Order No. 28 that
restricted the number of married Indians who could enlist. After
this experience, the families of Company I, Sixteenth Infantry,
recruited on the Rosebud reservation, were not allowed to accompany the unit when it moved. Brig. Gen. John R. Brooke, commanding the Department of the Platte, predicted that the Indian soldiers
would "naturally become discontented in a short time if the families
are left behind." Therefore, he advised his subordinates, these experiences "should preclude the enlistment of any more married
men until something is done regarding transportation, quarters and
fuel, and especially subsistence" for the families.^^
Despite these and other difficulties, enlistments in the Indian units
climbed to 837 men by 30 June 1892. Secretary Elkins reported the
81. Batchielder, sixth endorsement, 22 Jan. 1892; Brooke to ACO, 19 Dec. 1891.
82. Batchielder, sixth endorsement, 22 Jan. 1892.
83. Brooke, first endorsement of AAC Schwan to Brooke, 5 Mar. 1892, and Brooke
to Schwan, 23 Feb. 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 149, RG 94, NA.
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completion of eleven companies and the partial recruitment of eight
others. He considered the wisdom of the experiment "confirmed
by the experience of the past year" and "entirely successful." He
further noted, "The habits of obedience, cleanliness, punctuality,
and personal labor enjoined by military training have been not only
beneficial to the individual Indians admitted to the Army, but have
reacted favorably upon the entire personnel of the tribes from which
they came."**"* The government seemed generally satisfied with the
experiment, although the irony of having Indian soldiers stationed
at posts that were established to defend against them was not lost
on some observers. Valentine McGillycuddy, the former Indian agent
at Pine Ridge, visited Troop L, Third Cavalry, at Fort Meade in January
84. U.S., Congress, House, Report of the Secretary of War, 1892, Ex. Doc. 1, pt. 2,
52d Cong., 2d sess., 1892, vol. 1:196-97

In the early 1890s, Sioux Indians at Fort Meade wore the insignia of
Troop L, Third Cavalry, a crack unit commanded by Lt. Joseph C Byron,
seated fifth from left in the front row. The troop, which had changed
stations from Fort Bennett to Fort Meade in the fall of 1891, attended
the dedication festivities of the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
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of 1892. After watching the troop drill, McGillycuddy observed, "It
was a strange sight to see the same Indians who were chased in
the 7O's by the 3rd regiment, now wearing caps bearing the letters
Troop L, 3rd regiment." The former agent found the Indian soldiers
generally well satisfied with army Mfe."^
By October 1892, Fort Meade's Troop L and another Sioux unit.
Troop L, Sixth Cavalry, at Fort Niobrara, Nebraska, had progressed
so well that they were considered mode! units. Consequently, they
were selected as part of the army's representation at the dedication of the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago. While there,
the Indian soldiers attracted considerable attention from the public
and press, who were also conscious that these soldiers had only
recently been the enemy. "Lots of People Visit the Indian Soldiers'
Camp," the Chicago Tribune reported, taking special note of the fact
that the Third Cavalry troop included many of Big Foot's followers
who had survived the bloody Wounded Knee fight. "Drops Two is
one of them," the newspaper wrote. "He claims that he killed two
soldiers [at Wounded Knee] and immediately took this name" from
the feat. The reporter reminded his readers that the idea of enlisting
native soldiers into the regular army originated from a desire by the
government to improve the condition of the American Indians.****
Secretary of War Elkins's 1892 assessment of the experiment and
the Chicago Tribune's comments revealed that by this time the government considered the primary object of Indian enlistments to be,
as Elkins said, "essentially philanthropic and not military" The experiment seemed to have passed the tentative stage and was likely
to become permanent policy. Therefore, Elkins contended, the project should be conducted "without imposing a burden upon the
limited resources set aside exclusively for the regular military establishment" and without risking impairment of "the efficiency of the
Army." In the same report, Elkins recommended passage of a bill
(S. 2083) that Senator Proctor had introduced to obtain congressional
approval for the enlistment of an army force of up to three thousand Indians.^'^
Senator Proctor's measure, introduced 8 February 1892, provided
that these Indian enlistments would not be included in the authorized enlisted strength of the army. It also provided that any four
Indian infantry companies and four Indian cavalry troops already
in the service could be transferred to this special force and formed
85. Sturgis Weekly Record (S.Dak.), 8 Jan. 1892.
86. Chicago Daily Tribune, 19 Oct. 1892. See also 18 and 20 Oct. 1892.
87. Report of the Secretary of War, 1892, p. 197.
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into battalions separate from their regiments. The measure was referred to the Senate Committee on Military Affairs, where it died
for lack of support. The bill probably failed because the War Department informée! the committee that it would cost an estimated eight
hundred eighty-eight thousand dollars to maintain the Indian force
proposed in Proctor's bill."**
Reporting on the health of the army in the fall of 1892, the surgeongeneral disclosed that there had been more sickness among the
Indian soldiers than among the blacks, and more among the latter
than among the whites. The average number of days lost by each
man was 19.1 for the Indians, 16.1 for the blacks, and 15.2 for the
whites. "The Indians had no case of alcoholism among their [hospital] admissions," the surgeon-general's report added, as well as
"less typhoid and other acute infectious diseases than either the
white or colored troops, and more venereal diseases, rheumatism,
dyspepsia, colic and constipation; but the greater proportion of their
excess admissions was due to their vaccination on entering the service."^^
During 1893, Indian dissatisfaction with military life began increasingly to surface. The total number of Indian soldiers who had enlisted from the start of the experiment to 30 June 1893 was 963—only
126 more than a year earlier. Members of four Indian companies
whose organization had not been completed were discharged and
their units disbanded.^" Also disbanded was Company I, Twentysecond Infantry, at Fort Yates. The army had decided to move this
company from the Standing Rock reservation after Agent James
McLaughlin complained of the unit's drinking practices, which he
considered a bad influence on other Indians of his agency. Petitioning against the proposed move, membersof the company were given
the choice of a change of station or discharge. They chose discharge
and were mustered out on 30 April 1893. Schofield, while generally
satisfied with the overall results of the experiment up to that time,
conceded that in the case of this company, it had been "wholly unsuccessful."^^

sa Congressional Record. 52d Gong., 1st sess., 8 Feb. 1892, 23, pt. 1:914; Darrell
W. Shoemaker, Field Representative for Gongressman Tim Johnson, to author, 29 Oct.
1990; Schofield to SW, 17 Feb. 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
89. Report of the Surgeon-General (SG), War Department (U/D), 30 Sept. 1892, in
Abridgmer)t of Messages and Documents, 1892-93, p. 330.
90. Reportof SW, 27Nov. 1893, in Abridgment of Messages and Documents. 1893-94,
p. 274.
91. Schofield to SW, 27 Mar. 1893, Doc. File 1222, Box 149, RG 94, NA.
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A number of other Indian soldiers had been discharged fora variety of causes, and four had committed suicide—one because he had
been denied a pass to visit his tribe.^^ Any soldier could purchase
his discharge after one or more years of service, under certain circumstances, and some Indians of Troops L, Third and Sixth cavalries,
recruited on the Sioux reservations, took advantage of the privilege.
The members of Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, at Fort Sidney,
Nebraska, petitioned for discharge of the entire company in the fall
of 1893. They explained their discontentment this way: "When we
were enlisted we were told that ten men might be connected with

the company and keep their families with them. But nineteen married men were enlisted. Part of us left our families at home and part
have them with us, but we find neither way satisfactory.... We want
to go back home where we can look after our families and farms.""^
Their petition was not granted until the following year.^"
92. Report of SG, WD, 4 Sept. 1893, in Abridgment of Messages and Documents,
1893-94. p. 334; Rickey, "Warrior-Soldiers," p. 56.
93. Petition, Co. I, 21st Inf., to SW, 20 May 1893, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94, NA.
94. Feaver, "Indian Soldiers," p. 116; Final Muster Roll, Co. 1,21st Inf., Fort Omaha,
Nebr., 31 Oct.-31 Dec. 1894, MRIR, RG 94, NA.

Copyright © 1991 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

Warriors in Ranks

299

As discontent grew among the troops, disenchantment with the
experiment surfaced within the War Department also. Schofield's
adjutant general, for instance, informed his superior that it was
"becoming more and more apparent that many intricate and perplexing questions connected with the companies of Indian soldiers
will be presented to the Department for action." He recommended
that the Indian units be regularly visited and "systematically examined" by an officer well acquainted with the objectives of the experiment. The purpose of such inspections would be to keep

Stationed far from home and family at Fort Sidney,
Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, asked to be discharged in 1893,
a request that was granted a year later.

Schofield and the secretary of war "in possession of full and complete information concerning their condition."""^
Nonetheless, Schofield was not ready to give up on the experiment. He believed that its two principal objects had been realized.
First, it had given satisfactory employment to a considerable number
95. AAG Schwan to Schofield, 12 May 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, ibid.
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of young Indians "who were generally dissatisfied and liable at any
time to become hostile." Second, it had determined, by actual trial,
the value of "the warlike tribes of Indians as part of the military
strength of the United States." He considered it "yet too early to
reach a final conclusion upon this question. Results vary from one
extreme to the other. In some cases the Indian troops have proved
highly satisfactory. In others, less so." Schofield reported that
soldiers from some formerly warlike tribes had lost their military
character by contact with the white man's society "and may be
counted as of no military consequence either for or against the
United States." Perhaps the most valuable result of the experiment,
he opined, would be the realization by the Indians that "they are
not regarded as enemies, but as a part of the people of the United
Grover Cleveland's election as president brought Daniel S. Lamont
of New York to the secretary of war post. In November 1893, the
new secretary asserted that "Indian warfare is virtually at an end,"
and beyond occasional calls for police duty in the neighborhood
of the Indian reservations, "the army will henceforth be relieved
to a greater degree each year of the labor of armed surveillance over
the tribes of the West." Moreover, Lamont was not as sanguine about
the Indian enlistment experiment as either Elkins or Proctor had
been. He noted that a wide diversity of opinion existed concerning
the usefulness of the Indian units and observed that the actual
number of Indian soldiers remaining in the army on 30 June had
dropped to 771. Lamont considered the arguments against the experiment strong enough to deter expansion of the Indian force, but
arguments for it were also sufficient to justify continuing the trial.
"The advisability of employing individual Indians as scouts," he commented, "has never been called into question."^^
By the time Lamont submitted his annual report for 1894, the number of Indian units was down to six cavalry troops and four infantry
companies. Their total strength was 547 men. The principal reasons
given for the failure of most Indians to remain in the army were
restlessness, inability to understand the English language, unhappiness with the military life, and homesickness. Other causes cited
were the lack of education on the part of the Indian soldiers and
racism on the part of many white officers and enlisted men. By the

96. Schofield to SW, 4 Oct. 1893, in Abridgment of Messages and Documents,
1893-94, pp. 301-2.
97. Report of SW, 27 Nov. 1893, pp. 267, 274.
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summer of 1895, all but one of the Indian units had been disbanded.^**
The longest lasting of all the Indian units in the United States Army
was Troop L, Seventh Cavalry, composed primarily of Kiowas and
Comanches and stationed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Hugh L. Scott, who
had been promoted to captain while serving in that duty, commanded the troop. He had served at Fort Meade at the time of its founding, and his extensive experience with the Indians made him one
of the army's strongest supporters of the experiment. His own Troop
L had been a success, he immodestly but accurately reported, only
as long as he had stayed with it. The officers of such units "could
not be changed around as in white troops," he contended. A falling off in performance of Troop L, Third Cavalry, when its popular
commanding officer was replaced at Fort Meade supported Scott's
observation. In contrast, Scott remained with his Seventh Cavalry
troop during its entire existence, and he credited that fact with the
unit's success. "Since all the other troops were a disappointment,"
Scott explained, "theexperiment of enlisting Indians was regarded
as a failure."^^ Scott's troop remained in service until 31 May 1897,
when its remaining fifty-three Indians were discharged.'""
The army's adjutant general reported that a total of 1,071 Indian
men had been enlisted or reenlisted during the experiment. He
claimed that the Indian contingent had "never reached a degree
of substantial success as useful soldiers," despite "strenuous and
intelligent efforts" on the part of officers associated with the experiment.'*" Scott, however, gave a different reason for the failure.
He claimed that many in the army were angry because Schofield
had mustered out the white men of the skeletonized companies
to create the Indian units. "Innumerable obstacles were thrown in
my way by unthinking officers," Scott revealed without identifying
the obstacles or the officers, "and support in Washington was
withheld by a change of the secretary of war."'"^
The experiment that had been launched during Proctor's term
as secretary of war had been considered a failure by the time

98. Report of the Secretary of War. Ex. Doc. 1, 53d Cong., 3d sess., 1894, 1:132-33;
Täte, "From Scout to Doughboy," pp. 419-21; Brig. Gen. John R. Brooke to ACO, 23
Aug. 1895, Doc. File 1222, Box 149, RG 94, NA; Rickey, "Warrior-Soldiers," p. 56.
99. Scott, Some Memories of a Soldier, p. 169.
100. Upton, Indian as a Soldier, p. 123.
101. Report of SW, 10 Nov. 1897, In Abridgment of Messages and Documents, 1897-98,
p. 400.
102. Scott, Some Memories of a Soldier, p. 170.
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General Schofield retired in September 1895. Their successors did
not push for its continuance. Nevertheless, the effort was not totally wasted. According to Scott, many of his Indian soldiers benefited
from their army service and returned to their reservations to become
respected and influential leaders. While the experiment itself failed
in the 1890s, the concept behind it, i.e., the recognition that Indian
men make good soldiers, was subsequently confirmed. It is well
established that American Indians served honorably and well in the
armed services of the country during World Wars I and M and the
Korean and Vietnam conflicts, and, recently, more than twelve thousand American Indians took part in the brief Persian Gulf deployment."'^
103. Ibid.; Ukota Times (Rapid Gity, S.Dak.), 20 Mar. 1991.
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Appendix
Brief Histories of Six Units Recruited
on Sioux Reservations
Company I, Second Infantry
Recruited on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, the first enlistments in Company
I, Second Infantry, occurred in May 1891, only five months after the events at Wounded
Knee Creek on the same reservation. 1st Lt. John Kinzie, who had been an observer
at the Wounded Knee engagement and was among the soldiers wounded in it, was
the company's first recruiter and commander. He succeeded in enlisting only four
men during his first four months of recruiting, however. After a visit to Pine Ridge,
Capt. Richard H. Pratt, superintendent of the Indian Industrial School at Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, chained Kinzie with being a drunkard and gambler, which, he claimed,
accounted for the lieutenant's lack of success. Several members of the Pine Ridge
Police Force, including Capt. George Sword, were also critical of Kinzie.'
For his part, Kinzie defended his recruiting efforts, attributing his lack of success
to the Oglalas' disdain for the infantry, the long term of enlistment, and the men's
opposition to being stationed away from their reservation. Moreover, he reported,
there appeared to be a "bitter feeling towards the government among the Oglalas"
because the army had enlisted a cavalry company among the Brûlés on the adjoining Rosebud reservation. Following the Wounded Knee incident, the government
had considered the Brûlés the most hostile of the Sioux. The Oglalas, after all, had
provided a company of scouts for the army during the campaign. Kinzie reported
that in the Indians's eyes it looked as if "the Brûlés were rewarded for their hostility
to the government, while they, the Oglalas, were ignored and unjustly treated for
their loyalty."^
Capt. Jesse Lee, Ninth Infantry, who was in charge of the Indian recruitment campaign, was appointed to investigate the charges against Kinzie. He found Pratt's complaints to be "a slander and without justification." He determined that Kinzie's lack
of success in recruiting was "due to causes beyond his control or that of any other
officer." Moreover, Lee remarked, the Indian police's complaints against Kinzie were
"much colored by their own unrealized ambitions to be made commissioned officers" of the company being recruited.'' (Although Indians eventually filled all the
noncommissioned officer posts in the Indian units, none of them became commissioned officers.) Despite Lee's findings. Secretary of War Redfield Proctor felt that
Kinzie's conduct had not been the example "it ought to have been," and he ordered
his reassignment. "We ought to select men [to lead the Indian companies] who have
1. Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United Stales Army, 2 vols. (1903; reprinr
ed.. Urbana; University oí Illinois Press, 19651, 1:602; Muster Roll, Co. I, 2d Inf., 30 Apr.-30 June 1891, Dot. File
r222. Box Î47, Records of Ihe Adjutant General's Office (ACOl, Record Group 94 (RG 94). National Archives
(NA), Washington, D.C; Robert M, UtIey, The Last Days of the Sioux Nation (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University
Press, 1963), pp. 213, 238; Frederick B. Shaw, One Hundred and Forty Years of Service m Peace and War: History
of the Second Infantry, United Stales Army (Detroit: Strathmore Press, 1930), p. 352; Capt. ¡esse M. lee, to Assistant
Adjutant General (AAGl, Army, 18 Aug. 1891, Kinzie to Adjutant, 2d Inf., Fon Ornaba, Nebr., 11 Aug. 1891, and
Col. Frank Wheaton, 2d inf., to AAG, Department of the Platte (DPI, Omaha, Nebr, ail in Doc File J222 Box
147, RG 94, NA.
2. Kinzie to Adjutant, 2d Inf., 11 Aug. 1891.
3. Lee to AAG, 18 Aug. 1891.
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a positive influence on the side of temperance," Proctor asserted. "The [Indian soldier]
plan is on trial and should have every possible aid for its success.'"*
1st Lt. Abner Pickering replaced Kinzie in August 1891 and succeeded in completing
the company. Pickering remained in command throughout the remainder of the unit's
existence. The company changed stations from Pine Ridge to Fort Omaha in Nebraska
in December 1891.'^ It remained there until mustered out of the service in May 1894,
when the experiment with the Indian soldiers was on the verge of ending. Its final
muster roll contained these names:
COMPANY I, SECOND INFANTRY

Final Roster, 31 May 1894"
SOtDlER

Frank C. Gonigs
Samuel Bird
James Hairy Bird
Alexander Stand Fast
Moses Culbertson
War Bon nett
Little Cloud
Richard lames
Good Bull^
Red Boy
Jonas Holy Road
James Bears Ear
Daniel Crow
John Charging the Morning
Flat Iron
John T. Fox""
High Eagle
Marshall Hand^
Iron Crow
Charles C. Marrivall
Bertie No Flesh
Albert Red Horn
Henry Sioux Bob
George Stand Fast
George White Horse
John B. Reld*^

RANK

ENLI5TED

1st Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

12/2/91
12/14/91
12/16/91
12/14/91
10/4/92
4/1/92
8/21/91
12/1/91
6/12/91
11/27/91
2/10/93
1/17/93
12/20/91
11/19/91
12/3/91
9/30/93
4/18/93
5/16/91
11/21/91
2/8/93
12/11/91
11/21/91
12/19/91
4/5/92
12/20/91
2/20/93

Sgt.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Muse.
Pvt.
Art.
Wag.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

PLACE

Pine
Pine
Pine
Pine
Fort
Pine
Pine
Pine

Ridge
Ridge
Ridge
Ridge
Omaha
Ridge
Ridge
Ridge

Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Ft. Omaha
Ft. O m a h a
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge

DISCHARGED

5/22/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
Transferred

^On Initial Muster Roll of Company, 30 Apr.-30 June 1691. Pvts. Bears Fool and Blue Shield, recruiied at Rendezvous by Lieutenanl Kinzie on 20and29|une 1891, also appeared on the initial muster roll bul not the final one.
''Cherokee.
^Canadian Iroquois. Reid transferred to Co. 1, 21st Inf., on 2!> May 1894 at fori Omaha.

Company I, Sixteenth Infantry
Recruitment of Company I, Sixleenlh Cavalry, took place on the Rosebud Indian
Reservation after efforts to fill the unit with Bannocks and Shoshones failed at Fort
•t. Proctor !O AAG, Army. 2-1 Aug. 1891, Doc. File 1222. Box 147, RG 94, NA.
5, Telegram, Brig. Gen. John R. Brooke, Commanding General (CG), DP, to Adjutant General (AG¡, Army,
19 Dec. 1B91, Doc. File 1222, Box 148, RG 94. NA.
6, Muster Rolls, Co. I, 2d Int., 30 June 1891, 31 May 1894, Muster RoM$, Indian Regiments (MRIR), RG 94, NA.
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Hall, Idaho. Capt. William H. Clapp, Sixteenth Infantry, arrived on the Rosebud reservation from Fort Hall in December 1891 to begin recruiting for the companv. Capt.
Edward E. Dravo, who had earlier enlisted a troop of cavalry on the reservation, aided
him in his efforts. By mid-January 1892, the company had fifty full bloods and five
mixed bloods of the Brule Sioux tribe as recruits.^
The average age of the new men was twenty-three, and their average height was
five feet, eight inches. They weighed an average of one hundred forty-two pounds.
Fifteen members of the company had taken part in the Messiah Craze campaign
on the Pine Ridge reservation during the winter of 1890-1891. Five of the recruits were
married, and twenty-one could speak English to a limited degree. Three had experience as tailors, one as a harness maker, and another as a carpenter. Posted to Fort
Douglas, Utah, the farthest from home that any of the Sioux units were stationed,
the company remained there for its entire term of service."
Captain Clapp conducted English classes for his Indian troopers for one hour every
evening during weekdays. "I am proudof my men and they seem fond of me," Clapp
wrote in one of his reports. "In dress, they are not so good, but on manual drills
and bayonet exercises, they are equal lo any company in the regiment."" In June 1893,
2d Lt. Lewis S. Sorley succeeded Clapp as troop commander. Less than a year later,
Sorley reported that most members of his company, homesick and missing their
families, had decided to take advantage of the law that permitted soldiers to be
discharged before the expiration of their enlistments under certain circumstances,
including family hardships. The entire company was discharged in May and the unit
disbanded.'"
Chauncey Eagle Horn, an artificer who had enlisted at the Rosebud Agency in
January 1892, was among those discharged at Fort Douglas on 7 May 1894. He volunteered for service again during World War I and became the first Brule Sioux to be
killed in action in France during that war." The final muster roll of the company read
as follows:
COMPANY I, SIXTEENTH INFANTRY

Final Roster, 8 May 1894'^
SOLDIER

David Dorian
Samuel Little Hawk
Charles Moore^

RANK

1st Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

ENLISTED

1/16/92
12/19/91
1/16/92

PLACÍ:

Rosebud
Rosebud
Rosebud

DISCHARGED

5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94

7. Maj. M. V. Sheridan, AAC, DP, to Capt. C. A. Earnest, Rosebud Agency, 6 May 1891, Earnest W Sheridan,
21 May 1891, and Memorandum, AGO. "Report from Muster Rolls, Showing Enlisted Strength of Infantry Indian Companies, Present Station and Tribes Represented in Each Company," 23 Mar. 1893, all in Dot. File 1222,
Box 148, RC 94, NA.
8. Clapp to AAC, DP, 22 )an. 1892, Box 148, Brig. Cen. John R. Brooke to AC. Army. 18 Feb. 1890, 31, 26 Ian.
1892, Box 147, and telegram, AAC, Army, to Brooke, 31 Dec. 1891, Box 148, all ibid.
9. Clapp to Ma|. Arthur MacArthur. AAC, DP, 25 Jan. 1893, ibid,. Box 14a
m Special Order No. ViA, ACO, 24 June 1893, tited in Final Muster Roll, Co. I, 16th Inf., Fort Douglas, Utah,
30 Apr.-fl May 1894, MRIR, RG 94, NA; Sorley to AC, Army, 13 Feb. 1694, Headquarters, 16th Inf. to AC, Army,
15 Feb. 1894, and AC, Army, to Commanding Officer, 16th Inf., 22 Feb. 1894, all in Doc. File 1222, Box 149, RC
94, NA; U.S., Congress, House, Repot oí the Secretary of War, m94-9S. Ex. Doc. 1, 53d Cong,, 3d sess., 1895,
vol. 4:141,
11. Don Rickey, Jr,, "Warrior-Soldiers: The All-Indian 'L' Troop, 6th LJ.S., Cavalry, in the Early 189O's," in T/oopers
Weit: Military & Indian Affairs on the American Frontier, ed. Ray Brandes (San Diego: Frontier Heritage Press,
1970], p. 5a Artificer was a rank given saddlers and other equipment specialists at the time.
12, Final Muster Roll, Co. I, 16lh Inf., Fort Douglas, Utah, 30 Apr.-8 May 1894, MRIR, RC 94, NA. Company
members listed on ihe initial muster roster but not listed on the final roster included: Pvts. Lives in Ihe Air,
Cloud Boy, Fast Bear, Frank Bearheel, Good Breast, Yellow Bull, John Elk, Eagle Eik, Little Elk, Charles Face,
Made Cood, Frank Janis, lohn Lance, Makes Mud, Richard Yellow Robe, and Byron Scout. All enlisted at Rosebud
in December 1891.
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COMPANY 1, SIXTEENTH INFANTRY, cont.
SOLDIER

William C Bull
George Rogers
Henry Stranger Horse
John Muggins
George Dillon
Mitchell Roubideaux
Oliver Eagle Feather
Chauncey Eagle Horn
Ceorge Stranger Horse
Bear Running
Richard Night Chase
Prairie Chicken
Crazy Dog
Henry P. Eastman
Daniel Short Elk
Fred Hair
Kills In

Madison Kille
William Neck
Eagle Road
William Yellow Robe
Eagle Star
James Thompson
Carlos Vidette

RANK

Sgt.
Sgt.

Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Muse.
Muse.
Art.
Art.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

ENLISTED

PLACE

7/14/92
Carlisle, Pa.
1/14/92
Rosebud
1/21/92
Rosebud
1/21/92
Rosebud
1/16/92
Rosebud
1/24/92
Rosebud
1/19/92
Rosebud
1/16/92
Rosebud
12/29/91
Rosebud
12/20/91
Rosebud
12/30/91
Rosebud
1/6/92
Rosebud
12/20/91
Rosebud
1/21/92
Rosebud
1/18/92
Rosebud
12/26/91
Rosebud
1/15/92
Rosebud
1/16/92
Rosebud
1/19/92
Rosebud
1/6/92
Rosebud
12/17/91
Rosebud
1/5/92
Rosebud
1/15/92
Rosebud
5/11/91 1A^ashington, D.C.

DISCHARGED

5/7/94
5/1/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/1/94
5/7/94
5/1/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94
5/7/94

Cheyenne mixed blood.

Company I, Twenty-first Infantry
The commanding officer for Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, was 2d Lt. 5amuel
Seay, Jr., who recruited on the Lower Brule and Yankton agencies, starting in September
1891. The company consisted of thirty-seven Sioux Indians, including twenty-one
Yanktons, fourteen Brûlés, one Sisseton, and one Oglala. The company was stationed
at Fort Randall, which was virtually a skeleton post after 1884. Only Company I garrisoned the post when its abandonment was ordered in the fall of 1892.'^
Although headquarters of the regiment had earlier moved to Fort Sidney, Nebraska,
Brig. Gen. John R. Brooke, commanding the Department of the Platte, proposed
transferring the Indians of Company I to Fort Sully, South Dakota. "I think this would
be the most desirable disposition to be made of these Indians," Brooke commented.
"They would be near their reservation and the families of the married men of the
company could be hutted at Fort Sully from timber on the reservation. The families
could not be cared for at Fort Sidney, Nebraska, and it is the purpose, I understand,
13. Initial Muster Roll, Co. I, 21sl Inf., 31 Aug.-SI Oct. 1891, MRIR, RC 94, NA; Post Returns, Fort Randall, Feb.
1891, Oct. 1892, Returns from U. S. Military Posts, 1800-1916, National Archives Microfilm Publicalion, M&17,
Roll 990; Special Order No. 102, DP, 1 Sept. 1891, Special Order No. 4, 21st Inf., 10 Sept. 1891, and PosI Order
No. 9, Fort Randall, 29 Sept. 1891, all in Doc. File 1222, Box 145, RG 94, NA; Robert W. Frazier, forts oí fhe rtfesf.Military Forts and Presidios and Posts Commonly Cailed Forts West of the Mississippi River to 1898 (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1%S), pp. 136-34
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to not provide quarters for Indian families at military posts."'* However, Fort Sully
was also scheduled for abandonment, and the army transferred the Indian company
at Fort Randall to Fort Sidney instead, despite the lack of housing there. Fort Sidney,
ironically, had been established in 1867 to protect workers on the Union Pacific Railroad
from Sioux raids.'^
Company I, Twenty-first Infantry, had nineteen married men in its ranks, but Fort
Sidney had quarters for the families of only two of them. As a result, in May 1893,
the entire company petitioned for discharge. "We want to go back home where we
can look after our families and our farms," their petition read.'^ Some of the names
on the petition had been forged, however, and some who had signed it later recanted.
Nevertheless, in October 1893, the inspector general of the Department of the Platte
received another petition for discharge when he made his annual inspection of Fort
Sidney. The petition was ignored, but the company was transferred to Fort Omaha
the following spring in the expectation that the Indian soldiers would be happier
there.'^
During the annual inspection of Fort Omaha in July 1894, the inspector general
found that the Indian soldiers still wanted their discharges. He reported, "They are
tired of soldiering, having families and desiring to cultivate their farms."'** The post
commander palled the company and found that all forty-seven Indians remaining
in the troop wanted out." The following received their discharges at Fort Omaha
in December 1894:
COMPANY I, TWENTY-FIRST INFANTRY

Final Roster, 31 Dec. 18942"
SOLDIER

Stephen Cloud Elk
Frank Felix
William Highrock
James Looking Eagle
Samuel Quinn
Louis Shunk
Hugh M. Jones
Charles H. Jones
Joseph F. Cook
Eli Brockway
Henry Windshoot
Thomas Coodface
Joseph Caji
Charles Martin
Albion Hitika
Paul Good Cloud
Francis Willert

RANK

ENLISTED

Muse.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
1st Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cp!.
Muse.
Art.

10/14/91
10/8/91
10/8/91
6/9/92
10/10/91
11/5/91
8/12/91
9/12/91
1/3/92
4/16/92
5/17/92
4/17/93
10/17/92
1/23/92
9/14/91
4/7/94
11/11/92

PlACE

Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Lower Brule
Yankton Agcy.
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randal!
Lower Brule
Rosebud
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Ft. Randall
Ft. Sidney
Ft. Randall

DISCHARGED

10/17/94^
10/11/94^
10/11/94^
Transferred''
10/11/94^
11/3/94
12/6/94
12/11/94^
12/6/94
1276/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/14/94^
12/6/94
12/6/94

14. Brooke to ACO, 27 Ocl. 1892, Doc. File 1222, Box 145, NA.
15. AAG, Army, to Army Commanding General (ACG). with endorsements, 4 Nov. 1892, Ibid,
16. Petition, Co. I, 21sf Inf., to Secretary of War (SW), 20 May 1893, ibid.. Box 14a
17. 2d Lt. Samuel Seay to AG, DP, 11 June 1893, Sgt. Charles H. Jones, Fort Sidney, lo AG, DP, 2 Oct. 1893,
Seay to AG, DP, 22 Oct, 1893, and Maj. J. M. Hamilton, Isi Cav., Acting Inspector General, DP, lo CG, DP, IS
Oct. 1893. all ibid.. Box 149.
i a Brief 4325, ACO, lo Maj. Gen. John R. Schofield, IS Nov. 1894, ibid,
19. Telegram, Col. J. G. Bales, Forl Omaha, to AG, Army, 20 Nov. Î894, ibid.
20, Final Muster Roll, Co. I, 21st Inf., Dec. 1894. MR[R, RG 94, NA.
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COMPANY I, TWENTY-FIRST INFANTRY, cont.
SOLDIER

RANK

ENLISTED

Charging
White Wings
Francis Arrow
Alexander Brunot
Arthur Black Horse
Came-from-the-Scout
Herman Crooked Foot
Charles Crow Dog
Horace Day Boy
Joseph Dog Nation
John Ducks
Isaac Hipikya
Iron Lightning
Paul M. Jones
William Knee
Edgar Lee
Samuel Little Hawk
Frank White Meadowlark
Edward Prettyhead
Charles Red Horse
Charles Ree
Philip Ree
John B. Reid"Amos Richardson
John Selwyn
Miles Standish
John Slowly
Daniel Webster
Edward Yellowbird
Brigham Young

Art,
Wag,
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
pvt.
pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.

5/9/94
4/17/93
9/21/91
11/30/91
4/17/93
5/9/94
5/25/92
9/26/91
5/25/92
5/25/92
12/1/92
1/5/92
9/12/91
5/25/92
5/27/92
9/12/91
8/14/94
6/9/92
5/25/92
4/17/93
9/21/91
9/18/91
2/20/93
5/25/92
4/25/92
4/7/94
5/8/93
5/25/92
9/12/91
1/11/92

PLACE

Ft. Niobrara
Rosebud
Yankton Agcy.
Ft. Randall
Rosebud
Ft. Niobrara
Lower Brule
Yankton Agcy.
Lower Brule
Lower Brule
Ft. Randall
Yankton A^cy.
Yankton Agcy,
Lower Brule
Lower Brule
Yankton Agcy.
Ft. Niobrara
Ft. Randall
Lower Brule
Rosebud
Yankton Agcy.
Yankton Agcy.
Pine Ridge
Lower Brule
Ft. Randall
Ft. Sidney
Rosebud
Lower Brule
Yankton Agcy,
Ft. Randall

DISCHARGED

12/6/94
12/6/94
12/20/94'
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94^
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/11/94'
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/11/94'
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94'
12/17/94^
12/24/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/6/94
12/11/94*
12/6/94

On furlough since date listed; presumably discharged at end of furlough.
Attached to Co. F, 2d Inf., 6 Dec. 1894; discharged at Fort Omaba, 19 Ian. 1895,
Canadian Iroquois. On special duty as company clerk trom 1 Nov. to 6 Dec. 1894; then attached to Co. F,
2nd Inf. Discharged 24 Dec. 1894 at Fort Omaha. See also Company 1, Second Infantry.

Company I, Twenty-second Infantry
Company I, Twenty-second Infantry, had the shortest life of all the Sioux units. It
was recruited on the Standing Rock Indian Reservation located on both sides of the
North and South Dakota border. The unit was posted to Fort Yates, on the North
Dakota side of the reservation, where the garrison then consisted of four companies
of the Twelfth Infantry and two troops of the Eighth Cavalry. 1st Lt. Henry C. Hodges,
Jr., the recruiting and commanding officer of the Indian company, enlisted the first
recruits for the Twenty-second Infantry at Fort Yates in June 1891.^'
Hodges soon encountered difficulty in obtaining further enlistments. "Ahorse Indian, like the Sioux," he reported, "does not kindly entertain the idea of being depend21. Muster Roll, Co. I, 21st Inf., 30 Apr.-30 lune 1891, ibid.
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ent upon his feet solely, so that it must be expected the work of enlisting Indian
infantrymen will be slow."^^ Hodges requested permission to enlist the Indians as
mounted infantrymen, with each recruit to provide his own horse. The army denied
the request because of the precedent it would set and a fear that other Indian infantry companies would seek the same privilege.^^
When he visited Fort Yates in July, the officer in charge of the Indian recruitment
campaign in the Department of Dakota, Capt. Jesse M. Lee, found that Hodges had
enlisted only thirteen Indians into his infantry company. He conferred with James
McLaughlin, the Indian agent there, and learned that fifty qualified, unmarried males
between the ages of eighteen and thirty-five could not be found on the entire reservation. An exception was therefore made to the limit of married men who could be
enlisted, and Company I soon had twenty-nine married men. The age limit was also
waived in order to fill out the company. A man over fifty was among the overage
recruits accepted. The quarters of the Indian company were situated roughly four
hundred yards from the post and consisted of four log buildings, three for the families
of the married soldiers and one for the single soldiers. Hodges requested that he
be relieved of command in June 1892, and 2d Lt. William H. Wassell took over the
company.^*
In February 1893, Agent McLaughlin complained to Washington about the drinking habits of the Indian soldiers at Fort Yates. While whiskey was prohibited on the
reservation, McLaughlin claimed that the Indian soldiers had no trouble obtaining
it. They then shared it with their nonmilitary friends at the agency. He described
these Indian soldiers as "the most worthless of the reservation" and reported, "some
of them boast that they enlisted that they might procure and drink all the whiskey
they pleased." He urged that (he Indian company be sent to a post away from the
soldiers' reservation.^'^
The post commander at Fort Yates, instructed to investigate McLaughlin's charges,
found them to be essentially true. He reported that the Indians were obtaining their
liquor at a small village across the Missouri River from the post and that there had
been several summary court martials of Indian soldiers for drunkenness. Moreover,
the Indian soldiers and the agency's Indian policemen had frequently clashed over
the matter of jurisdiction. The Indian soldiers claimed they were not obligated to
obey the edicts of the Indian agent or his policemen since they were in the army,
but the agent had instructed his police to arrest any tribal members who broke the
law, whether civilians or soldiers, and the soldiers of Company I vk«re tribal members.^^
Armyofficialsgavesomeconsideration to transferring the Indian company to Fort
Sully, some distance south of the reservation, but Fort Sully was scheduled for abandonment, and its own Indian unit—Company I, Third Infantry—had already been
transferred to Fort Snelling, Minnesota (this company was composed of Piegan Indians, a division of the Blackfoot tribe, from Montana). The Department of Dakota
commander reported that he had no other suitable post for the troublesome Indian
company at Fort Yates and recommended its disbandment. Gen. John M. Schofield
concurred, noting that, while the Indian soldier experiment had been "ver>'satisfactory" up to that time, it had been "wholly unsuccessful" as far as the Fort Yates com22. Hodges to Superintendent. Departmenl of Dakota (DO), Recruiting Service, Si. Paul, Minn., 13 May 1891.
Doc, File 1222, Box 147, RC 94, NA.
23. Hodges to AAG, DD, 8 May 1891, Lt, Col. W, F. Drum. Fort Yates, to Col. M. Barber, DD, 11 Apr. 1891, AAG,
Army, to CC, DD, IB May 1091, and General Order No. 28, AGO, 9 Mar. 1891, all ibid,
24. AAG Maj. Theodore Schwan, Army, to Col. W. F. Drum, 21 Apr. 1891, Box 147, Lee to AAG, Army, 5, 10 July
1891, Box 147, telegram, Schwan to CG, DD, 19 Oct. 1891, Box 148, and Muster Roll, Co. I, 22d Inf, Dec. 1891,
lune-Dec. 1892, )an.-Mar. 1893, Box 149, all in Doc. File 1222, RG 94, NA.
25. McLaughlin to Commissioner of Indian Affairs T. |. Morgan, enclosed in Morgan to Secretary of the Interior, 6 Feb. 1893, ibid.. Bo« 149.
26. Capt, lames Halloran, 12th Inf., Fort Vates, to AAC, DD, 5 Mar. 1893, ibid.
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pany was concerned." The entire company, discharged at fort Yates on 30 April 1893,
after less than two years of service, included:
COMPANY I, TWENTY-SECOND INFANTRY

Final Roster, 30 April 1893^«
SOLDIER

Daniel Cunkle
Kill the Crow
Eugene Scare Iron
Lawrence
Holy Bear
Black Bird 1^
Black Bird II
Black Hat
Bow^
Callous Leg^
Corunk
Crow Necklace^
Dog Man'
Eagle Bird
Eagle Dog
Eagle Man^
Eagle Shield^
Elk
First Brow
Fast Elk''
Thomas Fly
Cood Boy^
James Good Voice
Goose*
Knock Him Down
Little Eagle
One Horn^
Red Fox
John Speaks in Lodge
White Bird^
Big Head
George Thompson^

RANK

Sgt.
Sgt,

Cpl.
Cpl.
Art.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
1st Sgt.

ENLISTED

9/28/91
6/10/91
8/4/91
6/29/92
7/15/92
6/25/91
7/18/92
6/28/92
6/10/91
6/11/91
9/17/92
6/10/91
6/20/91
9/11/92
7/18/92
6/10/91

b/iim
6/27/92
10/24/91
6/26/91
1/12/93
6/10/91
10/21/92
6/11/91
7/31/92
6/29/92
6/10/91
6/29/92
2/13/93
6/11/91
3/7/93
11/16/92

PLACE

Ft, Yates
Ft, Yates
Ft, Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft, Yates
Grand River
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft, Yates
Ft, Yates
Ft, Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates
Ft. Yates

DISCHARGED

4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93
4/30/93

'Listed on initial roll of company, 30 Apr.-30 (tjne 1891.

Troop L, Third Cavalry
Troop L, Third Cavalry, came into being because the Third Infantry recruiting officer failed to raise a Sioux company for his regiment at Fort Sully. He had attempted
to fill the company at Fort Bennett, agency headquarters for the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation, but few Sioux there were interested in being infantrymen. Only

27. Brig, Gen, Wesiey Merritt, DD, filth endorsement, 8 Mar. 1893, of Halloran to AAG, 5 Mar. 1893; Schofield
to SW, 27 Mar, 1893, Doc. File 1222, Bo)i 149, RG 94. NA.
28. Final Muster Roll, Co. I, 22d Inf., 28 Feb.-30 Apr, 1893, MRIR, RC 94, NA.
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eleven men had enlisted before it was decided to abandon the effort among the Sioux
and complete the company with Piegans recruited in Montana. However, because
the Cheyenne River Sioux had indicated a preference for the mounted service, the
army assigned Troop L of the Third Cavalry to Fort Bennett, despite the fact thai headquarters for the regiment was at Fort Mclntosh, Texas, and all official matters pertaining to the Indian troop had to be processed there. The few Sioux who had enlisted
into the infantry company were transferred to the cavalry troop, and 1st Lt. Godfrey
H. Macdonald, First Cavalry, was selected to recruit and command the unit.^^
Macdonald, assisted by Capt. Jesse Lee, began recruiting for the troop in July 1891.
He received considerable help from Hump, an influential leader of the Miniconjou
Sioux, who had earlier performed valuable service as an army scout That Macdonald
was able to complete the troop on the Cheyenne River reservation was remarkable,
for it was the home reservation of Big Foot and his band of Miniconjous that the
army had virtually wiped out at Wounded Knee only six months earlier. Even more
remarkable, twelve ol the Indians he enlisted had been in the Wounded Knee fight;
three of them had been wounded there; and others had lost close relatives in the
engagement.'"'
Macdonald's troop was housed in tents at Fort Bennett, with a kitchen in a log
building. When the agency for the Cheyenne River reservation was moved from Fort
Bennett to a point about fifty-five miles upriver and the post abandoned. Troop L
was ordered to change station to Fort Meade. The troop then contained fifty-two
Indian men, eighteen of them married. The army agreed that the families of the married soldiers could accompany them to Fort Meade, providing the steamboat and
railroad companies would transport them at no extra expense to the government.
These companies would not do that, however, and it was agreed that wagons would
be sent from the fort later. At Fort Meade, some old log buildings along Bear Butte
Creek north of the post that had formerly been occupied by laundresses, and known
as "Soapsuds Row," were renovated for the families of the married Indian soldiers.
In the spring of 1892, wagons were sent to the reservation for the families.^'
The troop itself reached Fort Meade on 8 November 1891. The garrison at the post
included eight troops of the Eighth Cavalry. The Eighth's own Troop L was composed
of Northern Cheyennes and posted to Fort Keogh, Montana. Co!. Caleb Carlton, the
Eighth Cavalry commander, attempted to have Macdonald's troop switched to his
regiment and the Indian troop at Fort Keogh transferred to the Third Cavalry. He
believed the officers of the post would take more interest in the Indian troop if all
the troops at Fort Meade were of the same regiment, but the proposal was not acd3^
Macdonald was relieved as commander of the Third Cavalry's Indian troop In
December, and 2d Lt. |oseph C. Byron succeeded him. Byron had commanded the
Eighth Cavalry's detachment of Indian scouts at Pine Ridge from January until their
discharge in June. Well-liked by his men, the young officer maintained good rapport with his Indian troopers. At Fort Meade, all but three members of his unit were
full bloods, including all the noncommissioned officers. In January 1893, Byron was
29. Muster Roll, Co. I, 3d Inf., I July-31 Aug. 1891, ibid.; 1st Lt. James H. Beacom, Co. I, îd Inf., Fort Sull>,
10 AGO, 5 June 1891, Box 148, AAÜ Schwan to Ma¡. Cen. Nelson A. Miles, CG, Military Division of Ihe Missouri,
10 June 1891, Box 147, and telegram. Miles to AGO, 25 June 1891, Box 147, all in Doc. File 1222, RG 94, NA.
3a 2d Lt. J. C Byron to Post Adjutant, Fort Meade, 6 Apr. 1891, Post Order No. 36, Fort Bennett, 15 June 1891,
and AAG Schwan to CG, DD, 8 July 1891, all in Doc. File 1222, Box 147. RG 94, NA, Ulley, Last Days of the Sioux
Nafion, pp. 81-82; Byron Price, "The Utopian Experiment: The Army and the Indian, 1890-1897," Sy-fatof S/Irms
3, no. 1 (1977): 23; Sturgis Weekly Record (S.Dak.l, 13 Nov. 1891.
31. Capl. Jesse M. Lee to AAG Schwan, 24 July 1891, and telegram, AGO to DD, 24 Oct. 1892, Doc. file 1222,
Box 147, RG 94, NA; Macdonald to AAG, DD, 2 Nov. 1891, Letters Sent (LS), Trp. L, 3d Cav., Records of United
Statei Regular Army Mobile Units, RG 391, NA, mircrofllm ed., RoK E-704; "Medical History of tosts, Fo(t Meade,
S.Dak., Augu5t 1878-June 1913," RG 94, NA.
32. Sturgis Weekly Record. 13 Nov. 1891; Carllon to AG, Army, LS, Fort Meade, 1881-1906, Records of United
States Army Commands. RG 98, NA.
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promoted to first lieutenant and assigned to the Second Cavalry. However, because
of his experience with Indians and his excellent record with Troop L, he was retained
at Fort Meade as commander of the troop on a special-duty status. In October, Byron
went to Pine Ridge and succeeded in enlisting five Indians from that reservation.
The troop got its second officer when 2d Lt, Andrew E. Williams, fresh out of West
Point, was assigned to it in June. In February 1894, Byron was reassigned as professor
of military science at a school in Virginia, and 1st Lt. William T. Flynn of the Eighth
Cavalry was placed on temporary duty as his replacement. Flynn served until October when Williams was placed in command.'^
Only three vacancies existed in Troop L when Byron left the post, but between
his departure and the following October, twenty Indian troopers obtained their
discharges. By February 1895, only three members remained in the troop, and ihey
were on furlough. The unit was disbanded and officially dropped from Ihe post rolls
in April. Sixty-seven Indians had served in the troop from the time of its complelion
in 1891. In addition to those discharged, one member had died of consumption, and
another had committed suicide. Despite a few problems, the troop had been highly
regarded by the commanders at Fort Meade, and it compiled afine record of performance.''* Its muster rolls included:
TROOP L, THIRD CAVALRY

Final Roster, 31 January 1895, with additions'
SOLDIER

James Chasing Hawk
Ree

White Buffalo Man
Philip C. Howard
Robert Nichols
Edward Bird Necklace
Henry Yellow Face
Kills on the Ice
Trembling Voice
Oscar Bear
George Half Cut
Mandan
Louie Rattling Ribs
Charles Face
Fish
Afraid of Nothing
Bad Spotted Eagle^
Big Boy
Blue Arm'^
Blue Hair''
Bonnet

RANK

ENLISTED

1st Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.

10/21/91
7/3/91
6/18/91
10/24/91
9/28/91
10/28/91
6/2Z''91
2/20/92
9/28/91
9/2i'91
10/28/91
6/23/91
7/7/93
9/4/91
6/1/91
9/5/91
6/1/91
3/13/92
6/22/91
7/2/91
6/1/91

Muse.
Muse.
Farr.
BIksm.
SIdr.
Wag.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

P I . AC F

Leslie, S.Dak.

Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Sully
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft, Bennett
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Meade
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett

DiSCHARGtD
1/20/95
9/2/94
9/17/94
1/23/95
1/17/94'
1/27/95
9/21/94
1/14/95
12/27/94
10/10/94
12/10/94
6/11/94
12/10/94
12/3/94
8/31/94
12/4/94
8/31/94
12/10/94
9/21/94
10/1/94
8/31/94

33. Macdonald to Post Adiuiam, Fort Meade, 24 Now 1891, tS. Fod Meade. RG 98. NA; Post Returns. R)ri Mt-ade,
lan.-May, Dec. 1891, Ocl. 1893. Feb 1BH M617. Rolls ?64-65, Bvriin lo Camp Ad|uldnl, Pine Rrdge. J4 Feb. ia91,
Doc. File 1223, Box 147. RC 94, ••JA; "Méditai History of Posts, Forl Meade, S.Dak., August 1878-lune 191Î," fiC
94. NA; Heilman. Historical Regisler, 1:272, 10Í9.
34. Post Relurns, Fort Meade. Feb., Mar., Apr. 1895, M617. Roll 766; Descnplive Book, Trp. L, 3d Cav., 1893-9S,
RG 391, Rull E 709.
35. Muster Rolls, Trp. L, 3d Cav., 1 July 1B91-31 ¡an. 1895, MRIR, RG 94. NA. Because so many o( the troopers
from this unil no longer appeared on (he final muster roll, names from earlier rosters have been included
in this listing. The final muster roll included Ihe above names is listed Irom lames Chasing Hawk through
Afraid of Hawk.
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TROOP L, THIRD CWALRY, Cont.
SOLDIER

RANK

Herman Brown
Paul Brings Grub
Crane Pretty Voice^
Dress
Drops Two*"
Eagle Feather
Eagle Man
Cood Boy
In the Camp
Iron Shield
lohn lewett
Left Hand job
Little Chief
Mashes His Nail
Magpie
One Feather'^'
Charles Pretty Bear""
Red Eagle*'
Red Fox
Amos Red Horse
Edward Rice
Spotted Hawk
Stump
Thomas Swift Bear**
Adam Swift Horse
Sits Down Talking
The Saviour
Yellow Sinew
Afraid of Hawk''
Spotted Crow
Hard to Kill''
Wounded Horse
james Litlle Elk^
Medicine Body
Black Bear
Running Crouse
Paul Crow Eagle
Eagle Wingi»
Joseph Marshall
Richard Left Hand
Oscar Bear
Harry Woodface
Chasing Crow
William Fool Soldier
His Little Horse
Bad Boy

Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Pvt,
1st Sgt,

Cpl.
Pvt
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

Committed suicide.
Present at Wounded Knee on 29 Dec. 1890.
^Discharged for disability.
Deserled
Discharged b\ purchase.
Died at Fon Mfddf, buried in oust re metery.

E M ISTFD

7/6/93
6/20/91
6/1/91
9/28/91
6/1/91
7/4/91
10/24/93
10/24/93
6/17/91
6/1/92
10/14/91
7/8/91
10/24/93
6/1/91
10/19/93
10/23/93
9/28/91
9/28/91
10/21/91
7/6/93
6/20/91
6/22/91
6/23/91
9/29/91
8/3/91
6/1/91
8/.'î/91
10/21/91
12/1/93
7/8/93
6/1/91
6/1/91
6/17/91
6/20/91
6/23/91
7/3/91
7/23/91
8/17/91
8/18/91
8/21/91
9/22/91
9/28/91
9/28/91
10/15/91
10/21/91
1/13/94

PLACL

Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Meade
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Pine Ridge
Ft. Bennett
Pine Ridge
Pine Ridge
ForesI City
Forest City
Leslie
Forest City
Ft, Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Leslie
Ft. Meade
Forest City
Ft. Bennett
Ft, Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Ft. Bennett
Forest City
Forest City
Forest City
Leslie
Ft, Meade

DISCHARGED

1/14/9S
5A29/94
8/31/94
12/27/94
8/31/94
9/3/94
11/26/94
12/10/94
12/10/94
12/10/94
1/13/95
12/10/94
11/26/94
8/31/94
12/10/94
12/10/94
2/9/95
3/11/95
1/20/95
1/14/95
9/19/94
11/16/94
6/11/94
3/7/94
11/2/94
8/31/94
8/16/94'^
1/20/95
12/28/94
11/20/93'^
10/3/93^
8/22/93
unknown*^^
5/4/93*'
6/11/94
6/28/93«
5/18/92*"
11/28/92*^
5/3/93^
5/28/94
10/10/94
6/29/93
10/18/92
5/31/92'
8/11/93'^
11/12/94
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Troop L, Sixth Cavalry
The first of the Sioux units to be organized. Troop L, Sixth Cavalry, was also the
best. Its first enlistments came from the Rosebud reservation in April 1891, less than
three months after Wounded Knee and within a month of General Order No. 28,
which had created the Indian companies and troops. Some of its first recruits had
participated in the fighting at Wounded Knee on the adjaceni Pine Ridge reservation the previous winter.^"
Capt. Edward E. Dravo recruited and commanded Troop L, securing most of his
men from the bands of Sky Bull, Two Strike, Big Turkey, and Hollow Horn Bear. He
enlisted fifty-four Indians, all but seven of them full bloods, in less than a month.
The troop was posted to Fort Niobrara, Nebraska, which had been established to
guard the Rosebud reservation when it was known as the Spotted Tail Agency. Five
troops of the Sixth Cavalry and two companies of the Eighth Infantry garrisoned the
fort.^^
Finding that some of his Indian recruits were not married to the women with whom
they were living, Dravo required them to get married when they reached the post.
Until that was done, these women were allowed to accompany the troop as "laundresses." Eighteen of Dravo's Indians could sign their names at the time of their
enlistments, and by )uly, he had taught twenty-one others to do the same by writing
their names on pieces of paper and having tbe Indians copy them.'" Capt. )esse M.
Lee inspected Dravo's troop in August 1891, calling it "the best Indian organization
I have seen."*^ Dravo's service witb Troop L ended in April 1892 when he resigned
his commission in the Sixth Cavalry to accept appointment as commissary of subsistence for the army.*"
1st Lt. Hugh J. Callagher of the Sixth Cavalry's Troop A succeeded Dravo, and 2d
Lt. Charles D. Rhodesof the Seventh Cavalry was assigned to Troop L in May on specialduty status. From June to September 1892, the troop was part of the Sixth Cavalry
forceservingat Camp Elkins, Wyoming, for the purpose of maintaining peace following the bloody Johnson County War between the cattlemen and settlers of that state.
Along witb Troop L, Tbird Cavalry, from Fort Meade, tbe Sixth Cavalry's Indian troop
also took part in the dedication of the World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago
in the fall of 1892.-" Corporal Little of Lieutenant Gallagher's troop was selected as
the model for a statue of "a typical Indian soldier" commissioned for the exposition.*^
With the exception of Troop L, the rest of the Sixtb Cavalry at Fort Niobrara changed
stations to Fort Sheridan, Illinois, and Fort Laramie, Wyoming, in July and August
1894. Experience with other Indian units had convinced the army that it was not wise
to station them far from their reservations. Consequently, Lieutenant Gallagher's Indians remained at Fort Niobrara until tbey were discharged there in October 1894,''^
The final muster roll included:

36. Army and Navy ¡ournal. 30 May 1B91, p. 682; C a p l . |esse M . Lee t o A G O , IB A u g . 1891, D o c . File 1222, Bom
147, RC 94, NA.
37. Post Returns, Fort N i o b r a r a , Apr. 1880-Dec. 1894, M617, Roll 864;Thomas R. Buecker, "Fort N i o b r a r a , 18B0-1906:
G u a r d i a n ot t h e Rosebud Sioux," Nebraska History 65 (Fall 1984): 302; Rickey, " W a r r i o r Soldiers," p p . 44-46, 59n.11,
3 a Army and Ngvy journal. 30 M a y 1891, p. 682; Dravo to C C , DP, B July ÎB91, D o c , File 1222, Box 147, RC 94, NA.
39. Lee t o A C O , 18 A u g . 1891, D o c . File 1222, Box 147, RC 94, N A .
40. A A C , A r m y , t o A C C , ^ Apr. 1892, i b i d . , BOK 14a
41. H e i t m a n , Historical
Register. 1:443, 826; Post R e t u r n s , Fort N i o b r a r a , Apr., May, | u n e , Sept. 1892, M617, Roll
864; Rickey, " W a r r i o r - S o l d i e r s , " p. 5S; H e r b e r i M . H a r t , Tour Cuide lo Old Wesiern Forts ( B o u l d e r a n d Ft, C o l l i n s . Colo.t Pruett P u b l i s h i n g C o . a n d O l d A r m y Press, 19801, p. 198. For m o r e o n t h e l o h n s o n C o u n t y War,
see T. A. Larson, History nf Wyoming ( L i n c o l n ; U n i v e r s i t y o f Nebraska Press, 1965), p p . 268-84.
42. Chicago Daily Tribune. 18 O c t . 1892.
4 1 Posi Returns, Fort N i o b r a r a , O c t . 1892, Jan.-Dec. 1893, luly-Nov. 1894, M617, Roll 864.
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TROOP L, SIXTH CAVALRY

Final Roster, October 1894-'-'
SOLDIER

Louis Dorian*
Fast Dog^
William Spotted Crow
Eagle Bear
N o Water
O t h m a r Turning Bear
Samuel |. Bordeaux

Freddy
John Menard
Silas Two Hawk
Bear in the Woods
Lewis Blackhorse
Chester Blackstar
John Crow Dog
Mitchell Desersa
Louis Greenwood
Holy Medicine
Little Dog
Omaha Boy
Pony
Shoots the Enemy^
Yellow Flk

RANK

EtMLtSTED

1st Sgt
Sgt.

4/7/91
4/7/91
3/10/93
4/20/93
4/13/93
2/13/93
5/23/92
4/25/93
10/10/92
12/3/92
4/13/93
4/15/93
4/14/93
10/13/92
4/13/93
11/4/91
4/13/93
7/8/93
4/8/91
4/20/93
4/6/91
4/13/93

Cpl.
Cpl.
Cpl,
Tptr.
Farr.
BIksm
Sadlr.
Wag,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt,
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt,
Pvt.

PLACE

Rosebud
Rosebud
Ft. Niobrara
Ft, Niobrara
Rosebud
Ft. Niobrara
Ft. Niobrara
Ft. Niobrara
Ft. Niobrara
Ft. Niobrara

Rosebud
Rosebud
Rosebud
Ft, Niobrara
Rosebud
Ft. Niobrara
Rosebud
Ft. Niobrara
Rosebud
Ft, Niobrara
Rosebud
Rosebud

DISCHARGED

10/10/94
10/31/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/31/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94
10/10/94

^Listed on both initial and final muster rolls.

The following troop members were listed on the muster roster for the period 31 August
to 31 October 1891 as having been enlisted by Lieutenant Dravo at Rosebud Agency.''^ They are not listed on the final roll, and their dates of discharge, except in one
case, are not known:
SOLDIER

Charles Steed
Samuel Highbear
Arthur Two Strikes
Morris Walker
White Bank
Charles Running Horse
Conrad Roubideaux
Victor Tozoski^
Beads
Bear That Fights
Bear Man
Frank Brings Them
Jack Bearheei
John Blackhorse

RANK

Cpl.
Cpl,
Cpl,
Blksm,
Farr.
Sadlr.
Muse.
Muse.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.

ENLISTED

4/7/91
4/8/91
4/11/91
4/6/91
4/21/91
4/6/91
4/7/91
5/8/91
4/8/91
4/11/91
4/8/91
4/16/91
4/11/91
4/6/91

44, Einal Muster Roll, Trp. L, 6lh Cav,. Oct, 1894, MRIR, RC 94, NA.
45. Muster Roll. Trp, L., 6th Cav., 31 Aug.-Î1 Oct. 1891, ibid. Rickey, "Warrior-SoIdlers," p. 61, also liîts two
others—Ironhand and Kills in the Water—as having served in this troop.
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SOLDIER

Walter Bullman
Catch Alive
James Claymount
Cheyenne
David Eastman
Ralph Eaglefeather
Frosted Bear
Four Feathers
Ceorge Bull
Good Killer
Ghost Bird
His War
Horned Horse
Holy Man
Hollow Horn Bull
Holy Cane
Head
Edu-ard Ironboy
Iron Hawk
Kills the Enemy
Charles P. Loader
Little Bull
Little
Makes First Trouble
Noisy Owl
Ring Eagle
Red Bull
William Simpson
Spotted Eagle
Two Charger
Turns Twice
Under the Water
White Horse
White Boy
Wing Shot
Cecil Ironwingb

RANK

Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt.
Pvt

^Enlisted by Capt. Richard H. Pratt at Carlisle, Pa.
Discharged for disabiliiy, 8 Oct. 1891.

ENLISTED

4/14/91
4/7/91
4/6/91
4/6/91
4/7/91
4/6/91
4/21/91
4/7/91
4/8/91
4/7/91
4/21/91
4/17/91
4/7/91
4/7/91
4/6/91
4/14/91
4/21/91
4/23/91
4/7/91
4/8/91
4/7/91
4/6/91
4/21/91
4/15/91
4/7/91
4/21/91
4/21/91
4/8/91
4/21/91
4/11/91
4/15/91
4/6/91
4/6/91
4/6/91
4/7/91
4/6/91
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