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Cultivating South Dakota's
Farmers: The 1927 Alfalfa
and Sweet Clover Special
REX C MYERS

"If the train . . . be followed by a real awakening of the state to
the opportunity that has too long been ignored, then it will repay
a thousandfold the splendid vision that brought it into existence."^
Doubtless, Dakota Farmer editor |ohn T. E. Dinwoodie agreed with
this assessment of his brainchild, a promotional train called the
Alfalfa and Sweet Clover Special, which traveled over three thousand miles in South Dakota east of the Missouri River between 8
January and 10 February 1927 At seventy-six different communities
along the Chicago & North Western, the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul, and the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha railroads,
49,395 people toured exhibits designed to promote the growing of
alfalfa and other hardy legumes. Promoters billed it as "the greatest
enterprise for specialized agricultural development [that] recent
years have known."^ Despite the efforts of boosters and farmers,
however, opportunity and profitability in agriculture remained dependent on conditions beyond their control. At best, the Alfalfa and
Sweet Clover Special exemplified an alliance among railroads, agricultural interests, and the state's land-grant college to improve farming practices. At least, the train produced a bump in the downward
slide of agricultural conditions on the Northern Great Plains during the 1920s and 1930s.
Forage-crop cultivation and railroad agricultural promotion had
begun almost simultaneously in South Dakota several decades
1. Aberdeen Evening News, 7 Feb. 1927.
2. Ibid.
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The plants in this alfalfa field originated from the seed German
immigrant Wendelin Grimm brought to the United States in 1857.

before the Alfalfa and Sweet Clover Special made its circuit.
Nitrogen-fixing legumes, such as alfalfa and clover, provide sources
of hay feed while at the same time replenishing the soil for smallgrain and corn production. Alfalfa, which came to dominate "tame
hay" production among forage crops, was well established in Persia by 500 B.C. From there, the crop spread north into Russia and
moved through the Greek and Roman empires into Europe, where
it became known as lucern. The expansion of Moslem culture took
alfacfacah ("the best fodder") through northern Africa and into
Spain by A.D. 800. Conquistadors exported the forage to South and
Central America around 1500. The Moslem, European, and Russian
strains all took different routes to South Dakota.''
Sam Moore homesteaded on Elk Creek in western South Dakota's
Meade County during 1879, planting alfalfa seed from Utah or California. In 1881, Seth Bullock imported seed from Utah's Bear River
Valley and planted it on his land along Redwater Creek in neighboring Butte County. These strains originated from Central American
varieties and combined to be known as South Dakota No. 12. European alfalfa arrived literally in the hands of Wendelin Grimm, who
emigrated from Germany to Wisconsin in 1857. By the late 1890s,
farmers in eastern South Dakota employed Grimm Alfalfa as a forage
crop.''
3. Dakota Farmer, 15 Feb. 1925, pp. 148-49.
4. Dakota Farmer, 15 Feb. 1925, p. 148, 15 Mar. 1925, p. 268, 1 Apr. 1925, p. 344.
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South Dakotans had a more deliberate fascination with the third
type of alfalfa—Russian. The semiarid conditions of the central and
western two-thirds of the state led South Dakota State College to
establish the nation's first dry-land farming experiment site at Highmore in 1896. There, agricultural specialists tested a variety of crops,
including alfalfa for forage. Among the scientific cadre was Niels
Ebbesen Hansen, a Danish-born, Iowa-educated horticulturist who
became the most visible proponent of importing crops adapted to

From a 1906 trip
to Russia, South Dakota
State College professor
Niels E. Hansen brought
back "Cossack," South
Dakota's hardiest alfalfa.

the harsh climatic conditions of the Northern Great Plains. Between
1894 and 1934, Hansen made eight trips to Europe and Asia, each
time importing plant strains he thought would do well in the region.
On a 1906 trip to Voronesh Province in Russia, Hansen found two
hearty alfalfa plants and brought back one teaspoon of seed. Carefully cultivated in 1907 at Highmore and in 1909 at the new Cotton-
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wood substation, "Cossack" soon emerged as the best-adapted seed
among a troika of South Dakota alfalfas.^
By 1911, state legislators believed enough in alfalfa forage to appropriate two thousand dollars for the next biennium to finance
Hansen's experiments. He then undertook a program to distribute
ten plants to each of fifteen hundred farmers throughout the state.
Cossack alfalfa survived drought, infestation, and skepticism. For
the remainderof the decade, the legislature continued to fund Hansen's work, including another trip to Russia."^
When Hansen returned from Siberia with his Cossack variety, approximately sixty-six thousand acres of alfalfa grew in South Dakota.
By 1919, four hundred sixty-two thousand acres iay under cultivation.' "My conclusion from all this alfalfa work," Hansen noted in
his report that year, "isthat if each western state could [get] a million
acres of our driest uplands into the right kind of alfalfas and certain other drought-resistant plants, it would prevent the usual exodus
of disappointed settlers."^
Attracting and keeping settlers was also a concern of the nation's
railroads, which had long used agricultural productivity as a vital
promotional tool. Exactly what to promote and how to do so
changed with region and time. Initially, railroad advertising attracted
settlers to the relatively cheap homestead lands adjacent to newly
constructed right-of-ways. As areas "settled up," the quality and
quantity of produce transported over rail lines, rather than passenger
volume, became the keys to profitability for routes serving agricultural regions. Strategies for disseminating information thus replaced
flamboyant promotional campaigns. Railroads across the country

5. Mary Wilma M. Hargreaves, Dry Farming in the Northern Creat Plains, 1900-1925
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1957), pp. 200-201, 469; M. D. Rumbaugh,
N. E. Hansen's Contributions to Alfalfa Breeding in North America, South Dakota
Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin, no. 665 (Brookings: South Dakota State University, [1979]), pp. 4-8; N. E. Hansen, Alfalfa Dictaform Notebook, [1931], South Dakota
State University Archives, Hilton M. Briggs Library, Brookings, S.Dak. Until his retirement in 1937, Hansen continued improving and promoting alfalfa. A half century later,
75 of the 160 recognized alfalfa cultivars in the nation traced their origins to Hansen's
Russian imports. For a detailed look at his life and career, see John E. Miller, "Eminent Horticulturalist; Niels Ebbesen Hansen," in South Dakota Leaders: From Pierre
Chouteau, ¡r., to Oscar Howe, ed. Herbert T. Hoover and Larry J. Zimmerman (Vermillion: University of South Dakota Press, 1989), pp. 270-81.
6. Hargreaves, Dry Farming, pp. 202-3.
7. Ibid., p. 469.
8. South Dakota, Agricultural Experiment Station, Annual Report of the Director
for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1919 (Brookings: [South Dakota State College, 1919]),
p. 32.
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employed combinations of like techniques in their efforts to educate
the rural population: free or reduced fares for farmers and agricultural experts; informational literature; traveling exhibit cars or static
displays at community fairs; contests and prizes; demonstration
farms; and special trains.^
In addition to their own efforts. South Dakota's major rail lines
cooperated with the state's agricultural institutions in promoting
farmer education. In 1890, when South Dakota's land-grant college
helped to establish the first farmers' institute (an agricultural workshop taught by farmers and college faculty) railroads responded with
reduced fares for experts and attendees. On other occasions, both
the North Western and Milwaukee roads brought farmers to campus and state fairs, published brochures, and shuttled exhibit cars
on their lines. Following a national practice pioneered in Iowa in
1904, demonstration trains became a favored technique for promoting better agricultural methods. South Dakota mimicked its
neighbor in the spring of 1905 and 1906 with "Pure Seed Specials,"
which the North Western and Milwaukee funded and operated
under the aegis of the agricultural college. Based on figures from
similar trains on the Northern Pacific and Great Northern, costs ran
approximately a hundred twenty dollars per day for three demonstration cars and two support cars (a sleeper or coach and a diner)
as well as the locomotive operating crew. These trains made a half
dozen or more ten-to-thirty-minute stops each day, following a published schedule. At each station, farmers toured specially equipped
passenger cars that carried displays and distributed literature. College faculty, successful farmers, and seed or machinery representatives answered questions and provided advice.'" Demonstration
9. Literature on railroad promotional activities is voluminous. Excellent discussions of shifting agricultural promotion patterns among midwestern lines are to be
found in two works by Roy V. Scott, "American Railroads and Agricultural Extension,
1900-1914: A Study in Railway Developmental Techniques," Business History Review
39 (Spring 1965): 74-98, and Railroad Development Programs in the Twentieth Century (Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1985).
10. Ronald Ridgely, "The Railroads and Rural Development in the Dakotas," North
Dakota History 36 (Spring 1969): 175, 183; Scott, "American Railroads and Agricultural
Extension," pp, 80, 62; (South Dakota, Agricultural Experiment Station,] Report of the
President of the South Dakota Agricultural College and the Director of the Agricultural
Experiment Station, 1905 ([Brookings: South Dakota State College,] 1905), pp. 4-5, and
7906, p. 2; Dakota Farmer, 1 Aug. 1903, pp. 8-9, 1 Jan. 1904, p. 1, 1 May 1904, p. 14, 1
Mar. 1906, p. 25; Chicago & North Western Railv^/ay, Industrial Department, Alfalfa,
By a Practical Producer of This Great Money Crop of the Wfesf and Northwest {Chicago:
Chicago & North Western Railway, n.d.), passim; Great Northern Railway Archives,
President's Office, Subject Files, No. 4227, Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn.
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trains proved extremely popular as all western railroads and many
eastern lines adopted and adapted the technique. Dakota Farmer
editor Millard F. Greeley reflected on their rapid proliferation on
the Northern Great Plains, observing, "We have had seed grain specials, corn specials, and in some parts, potato and good road specials."" Alt the same, he called for more trains to spread the gospel
of diversified farming.
For farm constituents who were sometimes illiterate or semiliterate, visual and verbal instruction did what published material could
not. Agricultural colleges, which needed to serve their publics saw
the trains as boons to nascent outreach and extension programs.
In the eyes of railroad officials, demonstration trains provided positive corporate publicity, enhanced revenue potential, and, when
commodity groups and agricultural colleges provided followthrough after a train's brief visit in a community, a long-term impact on agricultural practices.'^
South Dakota's use of special trains typified this cooperation between the railroads and agricultural interest groups, peaking between 1913 and 1915 with the united efforts of the State Dairymen's
Association, South Dakota Corn Growers and Grain Growers Association, Brown County Better Farming Association, South Dakota Experiment Association, International Harvester's demonstration farm,
and the Dakota Farmer. Labeled variously (and not consistently)
"Dairy" or "Dairy and Alfalfa" or "Dairy, Silo and Alfalfa" trains,
the five-car specials these groups sponsored toured Milwaukee and
North Western routes in east river South Dakota in November of
1913, June of 1914, and May of 1915, averaging six to eight stops per
day. All three trains featured "College Belle Wayne," South Dakota
State College's champion dairy cow, and touted the benefits of alfalfa
as a forage crop. The three-year campaign to promote alfalfa as a
forage crop, linked specifically to agricultural diversity and milk production, proved successful in a broad sense. Overall production of
all types of hay in the state reached record highs during succeeding
years, both in terms of tons produced—45 million in 1915 and 1916—
and acres harvested—4.6 million in 1919.'^
The food and transportation demands of World War I injected
profitability into agricultural production but temporarily killed the
11. Dakota Farmer, 15 Feb. 1906, p. 20.
12. Scott, "American Railroads and Agricultural Extension," pp, 85-86; Ridgely,
"Railroads and Rural Development," pp. 173-75.
13. Scott, "American Railroads and Agricultural Extension," p. 84; Hargreaves, Dry
Farming, p. 199; Dakota Farmer, 1 Nov. 191.3, p. 1035; South Dakota, Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service, South Dakota Hay, 1924-1949 (n.p., n.d.), p. 3.
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use of special trains. After the war, overproduction collapsed commodity markets, and adverse weather further withered agricultural
profitability, particularly on the Northern Great Plains. With farmers
experiencing an ever-greater need for assistance, government and
land-grant colleges assumed stronger leadership roles in agricultural
education, leaving the railroads to assist rather than initiate programs. The railroads' corporate policies included firm commitments
to work with agricultural associations, assist extension services, and
promote production diversity. Once again, special trains fit such outreach programs.'^
Early in 1925, farm and education leaders met in Brookings to
develop long-range plans to deal with depressed postwar conditions.
A five-part program emerged: more home-grown food, reduction
of marketing costs, better livestock quality, and two components
that relied heavily on alfalfa: crop rotation with legumes to increase
soil fertility and an overall increase in legume production. That same
spring, Dakota Farmer editor John T. E. Dinwoodie reaffirmed his
commitment to alfalfa and crop diversity, opening the newspaper's
pages to an extensive series of articles on legume benefits. Ralph
E. Johnston, a faculty member at the agricultural college, wrote a
seven-part series, "Alfalfa in the Dakota Farmer Empire," in 1925 and
a six-part series on sweet clover in 1926.'^
As the last of Johnston's articles appeared on Dakota Farmer pages,
editor Dinwoodie surveyed South Dakota's agricultural prospects
for 1926. Drought augured for a poor return on small grains; alfalfa
acreage in 1926 showed its first decrease since 1919; and the 1925
five-part plan, with its goals of diversified farming and increased
legume production, was floundering.'^ Dinwoodie believed South
Dakota needed a highly visible promotional campaign. He met with
Dakota Farmer publisher William C. Allen and manager Walter J.
Allen in the paper's Aberdeen office. Fifteen minutes later, the idea
for the Alfalfa and Sweet Clover Special took form. Dinwoodie
minced no words in describing the situation: "There was little
cooperation between most South Dakota farm agencies, open enmity between others; farmers generally were tired of 'advice' from
commercial interests and professional agriculturists. It was necessary
to weld all important farm agencies into a unit; essential to com-

14. Scott, Railroad Development, pp. 92-93.
15. Dakota Farmer, 1 Oct. 1925, p. 841. Johnston's articles appeared in the following
issues of Dakota Farmer. 15 Feb., 1, 15 Mar., 1, 15 Apr., 1, 15 May 1925, and 15 Feb.,
1 Mar., 1, 15 Apr., 1, 15 May 1926.
16. Dakota Farmer, 1 Apr. 1926, p. 401; South Dakota Hay. p. 2.
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pletely avoid the state's complicated political tangle, and to prevent
all 'commercial and college contamination' in the eyes of farmers."»'
The Dakota Farmer would cut through the tangle, take charge of arrangements, and underwrite all expenses.
During the summer of 1926, Dinwoodie and the Allen brothers
put together their package. They asked South Dakota's Crop Improvement Association to "front the campaign" because it was "a
purely farmer organization." President Hugh B. Nash agreed. South
Dakota State College president Charles W. Pugsley committed the
institution and its extension agents to a three-year campaign aimed
at expanding east river alfalfa cultivation. Gov. Carl Gunderson and
state secretary of agriculture Louis N. Crill endorsed the idea, as
did John G. Haney of the International Harvester Company and officials of the state Farm Bureau Federation and several chambers
of commerce. When William Allen took the plan to North Western
and Milwaukee headquarters, railroad officials saw an organized,
visible, and cost-free opportunity for a special train.'^
Initial public notice of the train appeared in the Dakota Farmer
on 1 December 1926. Dinwoodie presented the special as the state's
first promotional train devoted exclusively to alfalfa and sweet clover,
which was "spreading the gospel" of legume cultivation as insurance against drought and as the panacea for agricultural depression. The special would travel east river South Dakota for a month
in January and early February 1927, dividing its time between North
Western and Milwaukee routes. Both lines donated a stripped passenger car, in which agricultural college specialists A. L. Ford and
Ralph Johnston constructed exhibits. A third railroad car held International Harvester equipment appropriate for planting, cultivating,
and harvesting alfalfa. A dining car and sleeper completed the train
to attend the needs of train crews, the press, and exhibition sXaifP
Remembering what he thought were the ineffectual earlier special
trains that had flitted across the Dakotas with ten- and fifteen-minute
stops at six or more stations per day, Dinwoodie scheduled the
17. Clipping, Scrapbook. In November 1927, the Dakota Farmer issued a scrapbook
With photographs, printed materials, and clippings related to the development and
activities of the Alfalfa and Sweet Clover Special. This item is deposited in the South
Dakota State University Archives, Hilton M. Briggs Library, Brookings, S.Dak.
m Clipping, Scrapbook. The South Dakota Crop Improvement Association formed
in early 1926, merging the South Dakota Experiment Association and the Corn and
Gram Growers Association. Jason S.Webster, Half Century of Progress of the South
Dakota Crop Improvement Association, 1906-1954 (Master's thesis. South Dakota State
College, 1954), p. 23.
19. Dakota Farmer, 1 Dec. 1926, p. 1029, 15 Dec. 1926, p. 1074; clipping, Scrapbook.
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Alfalfa and Sweet Clover Special for no more than three daily stops
to allow farmers sufficient time to view exhibits and hear lectures.
The Dakota Farmer staff and county extension agents worked in advance of the train's arrival, arranging corn, alfalfa, and sweet clover
shows in some communities; organizing bands, slogan contests
(Marshall County's winner was "Alfalfa Acres are Money Makers"),
prizes, free meals, and merchant "Alfalfa Day" sales in others.^"
in another promotional effort, the Dakota Farmer published the
eight-page Alfalfa-Sweet Clover News to distribute among train visitors. Filled with reprints of articles run during preceding years, the
tabloid extolled the benefits of legumes and heralded the special
as the "opening gun" of a big promotional drive for the east river
region. It came replete with a poem by extension specialist H. R.
Rogers entitled "Northwest Changes," which ended with the refrain:
It's legume hay, on pasture land;
Some seea is sold for cash.
The soil is benefited too.
And don't you think I'm rash
When I tell you what I believe—
The figgers bear me out!
That legume hay, 'nd thrifty stock
Put old man Gloom to rout.^'

Extension service personnel also prepared two eight-page circulars
for distribution to train visitors: Sweet Clover for Profit: Growing and
Using the Crop in South Dakota and Alfalfa for Livestock: Growing
and Feeding the Crop in South DakotaJ^ These publications synthesized information that had appeared earlier in Ralph Johnston's
two Dakota Farmer articles.
"The Best Agricultural Train Ever Run in South Dakota," the Dakota
Farmer crowed when the completed exhibit cars opened to curious
spectators on a North Western siding in Brookings on Saturday, 8
January 1927. Early Monday morning, the special left Brookings for
Estelline. Dinwoodie's vision had become reality.
By the time the train left Pierre one week later, on Sunday, 16 January, 9,273 souls had braved snow and often bitterly cold weather
to take an alfalfa-and-clover tour.^^ Highlighting the week was an
evening meeting in Raymond, at which the Ash Grove rural school
20. Clipping, Scrapbook; Marshall County journal, 15 Feb. 1927.
21. Clipping, Scrapbook.
22. South Dakota, State Agricultural Extension Service, Circular no. 258, Sweef Clover
for Profit: Growing and Using the Crop in South Dakota, and no. 259, Alfalfa for
Livestock: Crowing and Feeding the Crop in South Dakota (Brookings; South Dakota
State College, 1927).
23. Dakota Farmer, 1 |an. 1927, p. 11; Estelline journal. 13 Jan. 1927; clipping, Scrapbook.
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The Dakota Farmer actively promoted the Alfalfa and Sweet Clover
Special, which was scheduled to visit seventy eastern South
Dakota towns during January and f^ebruary of 1927.
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In addition to a dining car and siccpcr, the special train consisted of
three converted rail cars fitted with exhibits and farm equipment.

orchestra performed a repertoire of songs that included one that
Mrs. Lew Hurlburt had devised especially for the occasion. "This
song was sung to the tune of Bye Bye Black Bird," the Dakota Farmer
reported, "and served to emphasize the merits of the crops that
had been discussed by the speakers."^-* When North Western crews
turned over the five special cars to their Milwaukee counterparts
at Hawarden, Iowa, on Saturday night, 22 January, 19,267 men,
women, and children had waited in line, listened to experts, and
examined machinery. The three-hour stops on the North Western
route had accommodated as few as 261 visitors at Redfield and as
many as 1,143 at Miller.^'"
Public interest in the train reached even greater heights over the
next two weeks as the special toured Milwaukee stations. From Flk
Point to Chamberlain during its third week of operation, 10,251 people waited, listened, and picked up copies of the Alfalfa-Sweet Clover
News. Monday, 31 January, marked the busiest day of the entire circuit. Between 9:00 A.M. and 12:00 noon, 876 visitors passed through
the cars at Howard; from 1:00 to 4:00 P.M., a record 2,556 crowded
the Madison stop; and that evening, another 752 waited their turn
24. Dakota Farmer, 1 Feb. 1927, p. 101.
25. Ibid,; printed material, Scrapbook.
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r/ie Dakota Farmer printed thousands of copies of the AlfalfaSweet Clover News for distribution to train visitors.
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While a modest crowd gathered for the opening of the Alfalfa and Sweet Clover
Special at Brookings on 8 January 1927 (top left}, its stops at both Miller
and Centerville ¡top and right) attracted more than one thousand visitors
each. Above, part of the train staff poses in front of an exhibit car.
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Despite below-zero temperatures at stops like Lake Preston (above),
the arrivât of the special train was a festive occasion for both farmers
and townspeopte (top left). Schools were dismissed, allowing the Alexandria
high school band (center ten) and children at Huron (below ten) to greet
the train. Below, visitors study displays inside an exhibit car
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at Lake Preston, producing a total of 4,184 visitors for the nine-hour
exhibit day.^^
The scene at Langford on Thursday afternoon, 3 February, typified
the response at towns all along the tour route. It was a "gala day,"
declared the Langford Bugle. School was let out, and the town "had
the appearance of a fourth of July celebration." Seven hundred people jammed the town's opera hall (well beyond the building's fourhundred-person capacity) for the requisite legume lectures, then
adjourned to the Park Theatre, where "alfalfa, hog and weather
bureau pictures were shown free of charge as well as two reels of
comedy."^'
Originally, plans had called for the Alfalfa and Sweet Clover Special
to make seventy stops, concluding with Frederick on Saturday afternoon, 5 February. However, officials in Minnehaha County, which
for some reason had not been included on the original itinerary,
prevailed on organizers in mid-January to extend the train's visit to
include the state's most populous county. On Tuesday, 8 February,
the well-traveled exhibits and attendants visited Colton and Dell
Rapids. On Wednesday, the train stood at the Sioux Falls Milwaukee
depot as part of a large corn-and-alfalfa show the Sioux Falls Real
Estate Board and Minnehaha County Farm Bureau sponsored at the
municipal coliseum. Over three thousand Sioux Falls residents and
area farmers attended speeches, hog- and chicken-calling contests,
corn exhibits, and a free banquet. More than thirteen hundred people wandered over to look at the special train. On Thursday, a Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha locomotive pulled the five
cars to their last three stops: Hartford, Humboldt, and Montrose.
On Friday, 11 February, the cars went back to Brookings, where
A. L Ford and his staff removed exhibits, Internationa! Harvester
reclaimed its equipment, and the "big gun" In the alfalfa-sweet
clover campaign ended.^^
In all, the train traveled more than three thousand miles, made
seventy-six stops in thirty-eight of eastern South Dakota's forty-four
counties, and gave 49395 individuals firsthand exposure to the benefits of legume cultivation. Precise cost figures have not survived,
but Dinwoodie and the Allen brothers enthusiastically believed the
project benefited South Dakota and advanced the Dakota Farmer's
longstanding commitment to agricultural diversification.2** South
Dakota State College, International Harvester, and the North Western
26. Dakota Farmer, 1 Feb. 1927, p. 101; printed material, Scrapbook.
27. Langford Bugle, 4 Feb. 1927; clipping, Scrapbook.
2a Sioux Falls Press, 10 Feb. 1927; clipping, Scrapbook.
29. W. J. Allen to W. C. Allen, 2 Oct. 1927, Scrapbook.
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and Milwaukee railroads received excellent, ncxost publicity in each
community where the train stopped. That the Alfalfa and Sweet
Clover Special was the "best" agricultural train to tour South Dakota
is subjective, yet participation may have set a record. Data for other
special trains are unavailable, but an attendance record of 49395
in a rural state with something over 650,000 people certainly looked
impressive. Unquestionably, the Dakota Farmer management and
South Dakota Crop Improvement Association sponsors deserve
credit for the broad-reaching, cooperative effort to promote legume
cultivation and farm diversification.

river alfalfa production increased during each year
of the legume-promotion campaign. Here, a Clark County farmer
cuts his eighty-acre field of Cossack alfalfa.

An analysis of the lasting benefits of the train and the South
Dakota Agricultural Extension Service's three-year legume campaign
shows less positive results. Using statistics from eighteen selected
east river counties, the Dakota Farmer boasted that the state experienced a fifty-six percent increase in alfalfa acreage. Crop Improvement Association officials picked up the figure to praise their own
leadership.^'^ Crop statistics from the federal and state departments
30, Clipping, Scrapbook; Gilbert S. Weaver, Twenty-five Years of Agricultural Extension Work in South Dakota, South Dakota, State Agricultural Extension Service,
Mimeograph Circular no. 223 ([Brookings: South Dakota State College,! 1937), p. 63.
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of agriculture paint a different picture, however. East river alfalfa acreage did increase in 1927 when compared to 1926, and a wet spring
and summer pushed yields to 1.77 tons per acre.^' Indeed, by 1930,
at the conclusion of the three-year campaign, east river planting and
production had increased against 1926 base data (and also against
1925 base data—a more accurate comparison since 1926 had been
an abnormally dry year). While the east river area had been the
specific target of the 1927 campaign, west river and the state as a
whole actually saw the greatest increase in the number of acres
planted to legumes. Less rainfall in the more arid west kept yields
low, however.
The table below depicts the increases in alfalfa cultivation that
occurred in 1927 and 1930 as compared to the years 1925 and 1926:
INCREASES IN ALFALFA CULTIVATION

EAST RIVER
Acreage
Tonnage

1927 vs. 1926

1930 vs. 1926

1930 vs. 1925

+13.8%
+1151)%

+184%
+ 517%

+13.7%
+ 227%

+15.6%
+607%

+43.0%

+iao%

+304%
+ 7ja%

+147%
+893%

+293%
+357%

+ 21.2%
+157%

WEST RIVER

Ac reage
Tonnage
STATEWIDE

Acreage
Tonnage

Most certainly, the Dakota Farmer's broad circulation and revitalized advocacy for the benefits of alfalfa cultivation and diversified
farming did not geographically limit publicity on the special's tour
to east river readers. Although the Agricultural Extension Service
also focused its work on east river counties, its literature circulated
everywhere. West river acreage statistics illustrate a publicity halo
effect and an equally propitious opportunity for increased cultivation. Ton per acre yield gains favored the east river region, where
more adequate rainfall—something beyond newspaper, college, or
farmer control—made each planted acre more productive.

31. All acreage and yield data for alfalfa is taken from South Dakota Hay, pp. 1-13;
detailed production data for sweet clover is not sufficiently complete to permit comparative analysis.
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Also beyond control were the drought and reduction in livestock
numbers that dropped South Dakota's alfalfa acreage from an alltime high of 879^00 acres in 1929 and 1930 to 251,000 acres by 1934
and 193,000 acres in 1939. Production of all hay in South Dakota,
which peaked with a 45 million ton yield in 1916 and 4.6 million acres
harvested in 1919, slid to 1934 lows of 700,000 tons from 14 million
acres. Cultivation and production did not recover to 1916-1919 levels
until after 1950.
Dinwoodie's vision, the Dakota Farmer's investment, and the multiinterest cooperation that placed high hopes on the Alfalfa and Sweet
Clover Special as South Dakota's "greatest enterprise" for agriculture
did not change long-term patterns of agriculture east or west of the
Missouri River nor "repay a thousandfold" the promoters' efforts.
All the same, the train represented the epitome of cooperation
among special-interest groups to promote diversified agriculture,
and tlie Dakota Farmer's sponsorship made the effort unique.
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