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Dakota Resources:
A Readers Guide to
the Historical Literature
of South Dakota

JAMES D. MCLAIRD

Hundreds of books have been published relating information
about South Dakota's past, but many are poorly written and contain inaccurate information; some are technical; a large number are
not readily available; and no one has time to read them all. The
following reading list is designed for the person who wants to gain
a general, yet solid, knowledge about South Dakota's past without
becoming a full-time researcher. It might be useful for individuals
who wonder which book would be a good one to read on a particular topic or for those who want to build a modest collection of
books on South Dakota subjects but do not know which items are
preferable.
In recent years, I have criticized bibliographies on South Dakota
history because they lacked clear purpose and audience. Lengthy
lists of books and articles have been compiled that included highly
technical monographs, relatively unimportant works, and unreliable
accounts with insufficient critical commentary separating them from
more significant works. My own list is targeted for the general reader; a bibliography for a research historian would include different
selections. A librarian, concerned about what to recommend to
patrons who asked for books about particular subjects, suggested
that I tackle this project.
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Having selected the general reader as the primary audience, I used
a number of criteria to construct this bibliography. First, the books
had to be readable and interesting. While most of the following
choices offer an enjoyable reading experience, not all of them are
spellbinders. A number are scholarly studies (it is unfortunate that
academic has become synonymous with dull) but are included
because they are at least clearly written and meet a second criterion,
that of significance. Thus, studies appear in this listing if they make
a significant interpretation of South Dakota's past. Availability was
a third criterion, although not as important as readability and significance. However, it seemed unfair to include books on a general
reading list that were unavailable to the general reader. While hardcover editions of works are cited here, most of these titles are available in softcover editions. Those few that have not been reprinted
can usually be located in the South Dakota sections of local libraries.
Two other criteria were important in compiling the following
bibliography. I wanted to include books that offer unique perspectives and present a variety of different topics. It seemed logical not
to recommend five biographies of Custer even if there might be
that many that are worth reading. Arbitrarily, I decided that not more
than two books by any single author would be included in an attempt to insure a beneficial variety of authors in this modest selection. In some cases, related books are listed under a recommended
title or author. No attempt has been made to include books on every
significant topic; sometimes readable and reliable books have not
been written on worthwhile topics. General histories provide some
coverage of neglected subjects. Particularly useful reference books
for the general reader are included if they are also enjoyable to
peruse. Finally, as compiler, ! admit to a preference for original narratives over secondary works when the latter offers little new in interpretation and readability; consequently, a comparatively large
number of contemporary accounts have been included.
Originally compiled during the state's centennial, the reader's list
that follows presents one hundred books on South Dakota's past,
one for each year of statehood. Despite appearances that suggest
it to be a lengthy list, this bibliography contains a small sample of
a vast literature. Immediately, readers will note that this or that book
is not included, a problem inherent in any selective bibliography.
Many difficult choices could not be escaped in compiling this list,
and it could easily be lengthened. Inevitably, there will be choices
that will offend someone. My working premise has been that anyone
who knows enough to criticize these choices does not need this list.
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General and Reference
1. Herbert S. Schell. History of South Dakota. 2d ed., rev. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1968. 444pp. Illus. Maps. Supplementary
Reading. Ind. Designed for adult readers and college classes, Schell's
one-volume survey provides an objective narrative of the state's
political, economic, social, and cultural history. The best general
history of South Dakota available, it also appears in a paperback
third edition that is now in need of another updated revision.
2. Bruce Nelson. Land of the Dacotahs. Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1946. 354pp. Illus. Map. Biblio. lnd. Nelson's lively
narrative of the region comprising Montana, North Dakota, and
South Dakota emphasizes colorful and dramatic stories, and many
readers might find this book the best introduction to the region's
history. The book's accuracy must be checked against other sources
occasionally, and a considerable portion of the story is outside South
Dakota, but Nelson's forceful, colorful presentation maintains one's
interest. For example, in his discussion of the Sioux, he suggests
that in some ways they "were quite as savage as their white contemporaries. . . . They did not bathe any more frequently than did
the Pilgrim Fathers, and like Mary, Queen of Scots, they blew their
noses with their fingers" (p. 17).
3. South Dakota Federal Writers' Project, Works Progress Administration, comps. A South Dakota Guide. Pierre: South Dakota Guide Commission, 1938. 441pp. Illus. Maps. Biblio. lnd. While not a book to read
cover-to-cover, the Guide is loaded with information, and any reader
attempting to learn about South Dakota should be familiar with it.
Organized by regional "tours" and containing essays on history, folklore, agriculture, geography, and other aspects of the state, the book
briefly describes the history and sites around each town and county.
4. South Dakota Writers Program, Work Projects Administration,
comps. South Dakota Place Names. Rev. ed. Vermillion: University of
South Dakota, 1941. 689pp. Maps. Biblio. lnd. Originally compiled
in 1940 in a series of six pamphlets and republished in 1941 after
additional material was found and corrections made, this volume
recounts the origin of the names of most towns, rivers, hills, and
lakes in the state. It is not a book to read, but entertaining hours
can be spent looking up places. While the original is scarce, a slightly
revised edition is more readily available: Virginia Driving Hawk
Sneve, ed.. South Dakota Geographic Names {Sioux Falls, S.Dak.:
Brevet Press, 1973).
5. George W. Kingsbury. History of Dakota Territory. George Martin
Smith. South Dakota: Its History and Its People. 5 vols. Chicago: S. j .
Clarke Publishing Co., 1915. Vols. 1 & 2: 1,953pp. Illus. lnd. Vol. 3:
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982pp. lllus. Ind. Vol. 4: 1,268pp. lllus. Ind. Vol. 5: 1,279pp. lllus. Ind.
Five large volumes comprise the well-known Kingsbury-Smith set.
The history of Dakota Territory, written from firsthand experiences
as well as from research, is especially good. While it still provides
excellent reading, this old set reprints entire speeches and documents. Few readers will plod through the entire narrative, but appropriate chapters provide good information on areas of interest.
6. ]. Leonard Jennewein and Jane Boorman, eds. Dakota Panorama.
Sioux Falls, S.Dak.: Dakota Territory Centennial Commission, 1961.
468pp. lllus. Maps. Biblio. Ind. Published during the 1961 celebration of Dakota Territory's centennial, this history of the territorial
period includes chapters on a variety of topics by different authors.
The treatment is uneven, as is to be expected in such a compilation, but overall the book is an excellent and highly respected work.
The bibliography includes over a thousand publications.
7. Walter Prescott Webb. The Great Plains. Boston: Ginn & Co., 1931.
525pp. lllus. Maps. Ind. Webb's examination of the influence of
geography on the region's inhabitants is significant even if somewhat
controversial. While the narrative is not lively, Webb's description
of the treeless, semiarid, and flat environment of the Great Plains
and its molding force throughout history is provocative and interesting, as is his division of South Dakota into eastern and western
subregions.

American Indians
8. Larry |. Zimmerman. Peoples of Prehistoric South Dakota. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1985. 143pp. lllus. Maps. Ind. The best
general introduction to archaeological investigations in the state and
what has been learned from them can be found in this book. Unlike
most archaeologists, Zimmerman has avoided technical jargon, and
his much-needed book fills a void.
9. Roy W. Meyer. The Village Indians of the Upper Missouri: The Mandans, Hidatsas, and Arikaras. Lincoln: LJniversity of Nebraska Press,
1977. 354pp. lllus. Maps. Notes. Biblio. Ind. In a scholarly examination of the three earth-lodge peoples who populated the region
prior to the Sioux, Meyer emphasizes the changes in their culture
caused by interaction with whites. The story of the 1837 smallpox
epidemic is especially memorable.
10. Edwin Thompson Denig. Five Indian Tribes of the Upper Missouri:
Sioux, Arickaras, Assiniboines, Crees, Crows. Ed. John C. Ewers. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1961. 217pp. lllus. Map. Biblio. Ind.
Denig was a fur trader on the Upper Missouri from 1833 to 1858
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who married an Assiniboine woman. He wrote his observations of
the Indian peoples he encountered, and while not always complimentary, his comments are valuable and interesting. In his introduction. Ewers concludes that Denig "was better qualified than
any other man of his generation to write on the history and
ethnology of the Indian tribes of the Upper Missouri" (p. xxxii). He
saw them neither as "noble redskins" nor as "dastardly savages"
but as human beings.
11. George Catlin. Letters arid Notes on the Manners, Customs, and
Condition of the North American Indians. 2 vols. London: By the Author,
1841. The famous artist journeyed up the Missouri River in 1832,
sketching and painting individuals and scenes throughout the
region. His narrative makes fascinating reading, and his observations of native culture and his personal experiences, accompanied
by numerous pictures, are important.
12. Royal B. Hassrick. The Sioux: Life and Customs of a Warrior Society. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1964. 337pp. Illus. Maps.
Apps. Biblio. Ind. Hassrick provides the best general introduction
to Sioux culture and society, emphasizing the period of their
domination of the region in the mid-nineteenth century. Written
from the Sioux viewpoint, Hassrick's book discusses such topics
as family life, warfare, political structure, manners and morals, and
the vision quest.
13. Roy W. Meyer. History of the Santee Sioux: United States Indian
Policy on Trial. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1967. 434pp. Illus. Maps. App. Biblio. Ind. Meyer's book offers full treatment of the
eastern Sioux present in South Dakota today. The account of the
shipment of the Santee to Crow Creek in Dakota after the 1862 conflict in Minnesota is a sad tale, including travel on crowded steamboats and in railroad freight cars and their eventual relocation to
the Niobrara River in Nebraska.
14. George E. Hyde, Red Cloud's Folk: A History of the Oglala Sioux
Indians. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1937. 331pp. Maps.
Apps. Biblio. Ind. Hyde's book relates Oglala Sioux history from
earliest times to the early reservation era. His A Sioux Chronicle
{Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956} continues that story
through 1890. He also studied the Brûlé in Spotted Tail's Folk: A
History of the Brûlé Sioux (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1961). Hyde carefully utilized Indian sources, and while he made
some errors, his three volumes are still highly regarded.
15. Amos Bad Heart Bull. A Pictographic History of the Oglala Sioux,
Text by Helen H. Blish. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1967.
530pp. Illus. App. Biblio. Amos Bad Heart Bull created perhaps the
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Iron Shell
is one of the
Sioux Indians
depicted in The
Sioux of the Rosebud,
a collection of
photographs by
John A. Anderson.

most comprehensive American Indian pictographic history known
today. This large book contains hundreds of his drawings, and the
text relates their background and interpretation. Amos Bad Heart
Bull lived from 1869 to 1931 and may have begun his drawings in
1890-1891. A work of lasting importance, this book can be perused
with fascination.
16. South Dakota Writers' Project, Work Projects Administration,
comps. Legends of the Mighty Sioux. Chicago: Albert Whitman & Co.,
1941.158pp. Illus. An introductory sampling of legends for juveniles
and adults, this collection includes "The Gift of the Peace Pipe,"
"How the Two Kettle Band Was Named," "The Vision of Bear Butte,"
"The Story of Standing Rock," "Sitting Bull's Dancing Horse," and
many others. Sioux artist Oscar Howe illustrated the volume.
17. John G. Neihardt. Black Elk Speaks, Being the Life Story of a Holy
Man of the Ogalala Sioux. New York: William Morrow & Co., 1932.
280pp. Illus. Accepted as a classic. Black Elk's account of his vision
and of Lakota life and history in the late nineteenth century is must
reading.
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18. Luther Standing Bear. My People the Sioux. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Co., 1928. 288pp. Illus. Personal experiences, from boyhood
hunting to reservation life, and Sioux culture are the primary subjects of Standing Bear's account. Topics include the Custer fight,
Crazy Horse's death, the Sun Dance, education at Carlisle, the Ghost
Dance, Buffalo Bill, and becoming a chief. Standing Bear also wrote
Land of the Spotted Eagle (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1933).
19. Charles A. Eastman. Prom the Deep Woods to Civilization:
Chapters in the Autobiography of an Indian. Boston: Little, Brown &
Co., 1916. 206pp. Illus. lnd. The author was a teenager named Ohiyesa
when his father, convinced of the need to convert to Christianity
and join white society, took his son to the Flandreau community
in South Dakota. As Charles Eastman, the young man went through
the school system and ultimately graduated from Boston University with a medical degree. Eastman records his feelings about this
transition in culture and tells of his experiences as a medical doctor at Pine Ridge during the Wounded Knee conflict of 1890-1891
and during his ensuing life. Among his many other books are/nd/an
Boyhood {New York: McClure, Phillips & Co., 1902) and The Soui
of the Indian: An Interpretation (New York: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1911).
20. Stephen R. Riggs. Mary and I: Forty Years with the Sioux. Boston:
Congregational Sunday School & Publishing Society, 1887. 437pp. App.
Riggs arrived at Fort Snelling (Minnesota) in 1837, where he became
a famous missionary among the Eastern Sioux, or Dakota. He relates
his experiences with the Indians and efforts at translation of the
language. He journeyed to Fort Pierre, the James River area, and
northeastern South Dakota, and he served as chaplain with Gen.
Henry H. Sibley's troops. While he sometimes struggled with Indian opposition to his teaching that Christianity was an exclusive
religion requiring "the giving up of their ancestral faith" (p. 127),
his book is important. It first appeared in 1880, but significant additions make the 1887 edition preferable.
21. D[ewitt] C. Poole. Among the Sioux of Dakota: Eighteen Months'
Experience as an Indian Agent. New York: D. Van Nostrand, 1881.
235pp. App. Poole was agent at Whetstone Agency north of Yankton.
His entertaining and informative narrative is critical of efforts to convert the Sioux to agricultural pursuits, and he appreciates much in
Sioux life and culture. Poole's account of a Sioux delegation, including Spotted Tail, that traveled to Washington, D.C, to visit President
Ulysses S. Grant is memorable. Spotted Tail concluded that he might
take up farming "provided he could be as well treated and live in
as big a house" as the president did (p. 187).
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22. Henry W. Hamilton and Jean Tyree Hamilton. The Sioux of tbe
Rosebud: A History in Pictures. Photographs by John A. Anderson. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971. 320pp. Illus. Ind. From the

1890s through the 1940s, John A. Anderson lived on the Rosebud
reservation, where he took the outstanding photographs that make
this volume an important and fascinating work. His pictures captured the daily life, ceremonies, and councils of the Brûlé Sioux.

Exploration and Fur Trade
23. G. Hubert Smith. The Explorations of the La Verendryes in the
Northern Plains, 1738-43. Ed. W. Raymond Wood. Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1980.160pp. Illus. Maps. Notes. Refs. Ind. La Veren-

drye and/or his sons journeyed to the Dakota region in 1738 and
1743, leaving a lead plate claiming the territory for France (it was

The Verendrye Plate, unearthed near Fort Pierre
in 1913. provided historians with proof that French
ex7)/ii/-er.'. h.id \ jsifcd South Dakota in 1743.

X
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discovered near Fort Pierre in 1913). The journals, though vague in
geographic detail, are important and enjoyable reading in this most
recent and best edition.
24. Annie Heloise Abel, ed. Taheau's Narrative ofLoisel's Expedition
to the Upper Missouri. Trans. Rose Abel Wright. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1939. 272pp. lllus. Apps. Ind. A resident w i t h the
Indians prior to Lewis and Clark's journey through the region, Pierre
Antoine Tabeau intended to write a reliable account of the experience that would be readable but noted that it was difficult to do
while "living in a Ricara hut, surrounded by four families,. . .
disturbed every m o m e n t " {pp. 55-56). He describes the customs and
manners of the Indians, trade relations, and the animals and plants
of the region.
25. Bernard DeVoto, ed. The Journals of Lewis and Clark. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1953. 504pp. Maps. Apps. Ind. The Lewis and
Clark journals are a classic in western history. While there are many
editions, DeVoto's abridgement into one volume retains the flavor
of the original journals and provides an enjoyable reading experience, even if the captains' spelling is sometimes atrocious.
26. Harold P. Howard. Sacajawea. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1971. 218pp. lllus. Maps. Apps. Biblio. Ind. To date, Sacajawea
is the best biography of the Indian woman w h o accompanied Lewis
and Clark to the Pacific Ocean and back to the plains, later to die
in Dakota. Howard attempts to solve some of the controversies concerning her role in the expedition and the time and place of her
death.
27. Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trade of the Far West.
1902. Reprint. 2 vols. Stanford, Calif.: Academic Reprints, 1954.1,029pp.
lllus. Apps. Ind. Chittenden's study remains the classic on the western fur trade and includes much on the Dakota traders as well as
those beyond this region.
28. John Bradbury. Travels in the Interior of America, in the Years
Í809, 1810, and 1811. Vol. 5 of Early Western Travels, 1748-1846. Ed.
Reuben Gold Thwaites. Cleveland, Ohio: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1905.
320pp. Written by the scientist w h o accompanied Wilson Price
Hunt's Astoria party, this firsthand narrative of the " r a c e " up the
Missouri River between Manuel Lisa and the Astorians entertainingly describes the land, native residents, and rival fur traders. A
botanist, Bradbury includes notes on plants.
29. Frederick Manfred. Lord Grizzly. New York: McGraw-Hill Book
Co., 1954. 281pp. Manfred's fictional account of Hugh Glass's encounter w i t h a grizzly bear along the Grand River in 1823 follows
rather closely the few available sources and is superior to attempted biographies.
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30. John G. Neihardt. The Cycle of the West. New York: Macmillan
Co., 1949. 254pp. 113pp. 179pp. 110pp. Neihardt put the saga of Hugh
Glass into poetry, along with the epics of Mike Fink, Jedediah Smith,
the Indian wars, and Wounded Knee. His successful poems, begun
in 1912 when he was thirty-one and completed when he reached
sixty, constitute a major regional achievement in historical literature.
31. Dale L. Morgan. Jedediah Smith and the Opening of the West.
Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1953. 458pp. Illus. Map. Apps. Notes.
Ind. Jedediah Smith, who deserves more recognition in western
history than he has received, was one of the most important map
makers and explorers among the fur traders. An academic study,
Morgan's biography details Smith's career, which included participation in the Ashley-Smith battle with the Arikara in 1823 and, perhaps,
the first entry into the Black Hills as he traveled to the Rockies. When
in the Black Hills, Smith was attacked by a bear and severely mauled,
similar to the experience of Hugh Glass.
32. Karl Bodmer's America. Introduction by William H. Goetzmann.
Artist's Biography by William j . Orr. Annotations by David C. Hunt and
Marsha V. Gallagher. [Omaha and Lincoln]: Joslyn Art Museum &
University of Nebraska Press, 1984. 376pp. Illus. Bodmer was one of
the finest artists to visit the Dakota region, and this volume
reproduces for the first time the bulk of the art he produced on
his trip. Visiting the United States from 1832 to 1834 in the company
of Prince Maximilian, Bodmer and the group journeyed up the
Missouri River with fur traders in 1833. The pictures are superb.
33. Annie Heloise Abel, ed. Chardon's Journal at Fort Clark,
1834-1839: Descriptive of Life on the Upper Missouri; of a Fur Trader's
Experiences among the Mandans, Gros Ventres, and Their Neighbors;
of the Ravages of the Small-Pox Epidemic of 1837. Pierre: South Dakota
Department of History, 1932. 458pp. lltus. Notes. Refs. Ind. This
fascinating fur-trade journal portrays the author's frequent boredom
at a remote post among the Mandan Indians (Chardon regularly
records how many rats he killed, a good sign of boredom). The book
also contains a firsthand account of the terrors of the smallpox
epidemic that decimated the Upper Missouri Indians.
34. lohn E. Sunder. The Fur Trade on the Upper Missouri, 1840-1865.
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965. 295pp. Illus. Maps. Biblia
Ind. Chittenden's account of the fur trade (number 27 above) ends
when the business declined in the 1840s. Sunder tells the story of
a later period when the American Fur Company of Pierre Chouteau,
Jr., dominated the fur and buffalo-robe business in Sioux, Assiniboine, and Biackfeet country. This lively book contains much information on Fort Pierre when, as in the earlier era, scientists, artists,
and adventurers entered the region with the traders.
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35. Thaddeus A. Culbertson. Journal of an Expedition to the Mauvaises
Terres and the Upper Missouri in 1850. Ed. John Francis McDermott.
Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology Bulletin, no.
147. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1952.164pp. Maps.
Apps. Biblio. Ind. This well-written journal of a trip to the Badlands
to gather specimens of extinct animals for the Smithsonian Institution includes descriptions of the country and Indian customs. Culbertson describes a trip up the Missouri River to Fort Pierre, w i t h
a stop at Fort Vermillion and a hunt along the James River.
36. William E. Uss. A History of Steamboating on the Upper Missouri
River. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1962. 215pp. Illus. Maps.
Notes. Biblio. Ind. A useful general account of travel and business
o n the Missouri River, this history begins w i t h 1819 and ends w i t h
1936.

Homesteading and Settlement
37. James S. Foster. Outlines of History of the Territory of Dakota,
and Emigrant's Guide to the Eree Lands of the Northwest. Yankton: M'lntyre & Foster, 1870. 127pp. Ind. As commissioner of immigration for
Dakota Territory, Foster authored this scarce promotional booklet,
w h i c h was reprinted in 1928 in the South Dakota Historical Collections. In addition to a history to 1870, Foster's booklet provides a
glimpse into the promotional activities that lured people to Dakota
in that time period. It also offers an interesting opportunity to compare prices. In 1870, eggs cost fifteen to twenty cents a dozen; milk,
five to ten cents a quart; butter, twenty to thirty cents a p o u n d ; and
a black walnut table, seven to ten dollars. Hired girls could expect
to make t w o to four dollars per week; day-laborers, two dollars per
day; and carpenters, three and a half dollars per day.
38. Everett N. Dick. The Sod-House Erontier, 1854-1890: A Social
History of the Northern Plains from the Creation of Kansas & Nebraska
to the Admission of the Dakotas. Lincoln, Nebr.: Johnsen Publishing
Co., 1954. 550pp. Illus. Maps. Biblio. Ind. A general history of
homesteading and settlement, Sod-House Frontier depicts how people worked and played, problems w i t h grasshoppers and storms,
difficulties w i t h claim-jumping, and just about everything else having to d o w i t h living o n the frontier. Though only portions of the
book deal w i t h South Dakota, the general way of life on the Northern Great Plains was similar whether in Kansas, Nebraska, or Dakota.
39. Hamlin Garland. A Son of the Middle Border. New York: Macmillan Co., 1917. 467pp. Illus. Excellent images of homesteading experiences in Dakota Territory appear in Garland's autobiographical
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BY THE SHORES OF
SILVER LAKE
Liurj Ingjils Wiltirr

By the Shores of Silver Lake /5 one of four
Laura Ingalls Wilder novels set in Dakota Territory.

narrative. Especially good is the chapter entitled "The Land of the
Straddle-Bug," which relates his discouragement during a Dakota
winter.
40. O[le] E. R0lvaag, Giants in the Earth. New York: Harper & Bros.,
1927. 465pp. Of the many fictional accounts of the homesteading
era, R0lvaag's stands as the finest. His story of the harsh realities
of Dakota's homesteading experience is must reading for any student of Dakota's past.
41. Laura Ingalls Wilder. By the Shores of Silver Lake. New York:
Harper & Bros., 1939.260pp. Illus. The Charles and Caroline Ingalls
family moved from Minnesota to Dakota Territory when railroads
extended into the region precipitating the Great Dakota Boom.
Wilder's juvenile fiction describing that experience remains popular
and is worthwhile for adults as well as children. Other Wilder novels
set in Dakota Territory are The Long Winter (New York: Harper &
Bros., 1940), Little Town on the Prairie (New York: Harper & Bros.,
1941), and These Happy Golden Years (New York: Harper & Bros.,
1943).
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42. Seth K. Humphrey. Following the Prairie Frontier. [Minneapolis]:
University of Minnesota Press, 1931. 265pp. Humphrey resided at
Aberdeen during the early eighties and has written a useful narrative of the homesteading era. After working in a flour mill, he
became a field representative for a mortgage company, and his book
contains interesting stories about loan decisions for Dakota farmers
whom he visited in his buggy.
43. Wesley R. Hurt and William E. Lass. Frontier Photographer: Stanley
/. Morrow's Dakota Years. [Vermiilion and Lincoln]: University of South
Dakota & University of Nebraska Press, 1956.135pp. Illus. Notes. Biblia
Famous Civil War photographer Stanley ]. Morrow resided in
Yankton from 1868 to 1883, taking pictures of the town and the
Missouri River, including the flood of 1881. He also traveled to
photograph American Indians, the Black Hills gold rush, the Crook
expedition after the fight at Slim Buttes, and the reburial expedition to the Custer battlefieid. This volume provides a useful
biography of Morrow, but the quality of the photograph reproductions is disappointing.
44. Laura Bower Van Nuys. The Family Band: From the Missouri to
the Black Hills, 1881-1900. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1961.
236pp. The basis of a popular movie. The Family Band is a valuable
depiction of the pioneer movement within the state. The Bower family moved from the Vermillion area to the Black Hills. The book contains a good account of the devastating 1881 flood in Vermillion,
but its primary value is its portrayal of a close-knit family life.
45. Paula M. Nelson. After the West Was Won: Homesteaders and
Town-Builders in Western South Dakota, 1900-1917. Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1986. 220pp. Illus. Map. Notes. Biblio. Ind. Most
homesteading in west river South Dakota took place in the twentieth century when reservation lands were opened for settlement.
Nelson concludes that those who survived the droughts and isolation to remain in that region have strong traits of individualism and
self-reliance.
46. Edith Eudora Kohl. Land of the Burnt Thigh. New York: Funk &
Wagnalls Co., 1938. 296pp. Illus. An autobiographical account of
homesteading west of the Missouri River in the early twentieth century, Kohl's book delivers excellent reading. Her story ranks as
perhaps the best account of pioneer life and homesteading in South
Dakota.
47 [Oscar Micheaux]. The Conquest: The Story oía Negro Pioneer.
Lincoln, Nebn: Woodruff Press, 1913. 311pp. Illus. Micheaux s fictional
account of homesteading in western South Dakota is a highly romanticized story, but it is one of the few accounts of the blacks who
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settled in Dakota. Micheaux homesteaded briefly in the Rosebud
country, later becoming a New York movie director.
48. Shirley Holmes Cochell (as told by George Holmes Beine). Land
of the Coyote. Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1972.193pp. George
Holmes Beine was fourteen and finishing eighth grade when his
family moved from Omaha to South Dakota in 1907 They farmed
northwest of Kimball near the Indian reservation, and he remembered that the children who lived in Kimball looked down upon
him as a country kid. Beine offers a realistic and sometimes harsh
view of the late homesteading experience.
49. Walker D. Wyman. Frontier Woman: The Life of a Woman
Homesteader on the Dakota Frontier. [River Falls]: University of
Wisconsin-River Falls Press, 1972. 115pp. lllus. In this story of Grace
Fairchiid, a teacher from Wisconsin who settled in South Dakota
in 1898, it is occasionally difficult to tell how much is Fairchild's notes
and how much is Wyman's rewriting, but the story is excellent. It
includes the usual tales of rattlesnakes and dry weather.

Range and Cowboys
50. Bob Lee and Dick Williams. Ust Grass Frontier: The South Dakota
Stock Grower Heritage. Sturgis, S.Dak.: Black Hills Publishers, 1964.
456pp. lllus. Ind. While reproductions of photographs in this extensive survey leave much to be desired, the text is well written and
shows considerable research. The narrative begins with the earliest
introduction of cattle to the plains region, carefully treats the growth
of the range industry in the territorial era, and continues its coverage
of the organization of stock growers to 1964. Unlike many such
histories, the work emphasizes the major issues, avoiding the mere
chronicling of names, dates, and events.
51. Ike Blasingame. Dakota Cowboy: My Life in the Old Days. New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 195a 317pp. lllus. A cowboy for the Matador
outfit, Blasingame came to Dakota in 1904. He dispels notions of
romance and gunfighting by emphasizing time spent mending fence
and doing chores. His firsthand account of horses and cattle ranks
among the finest on the subject.
52. Walker D. Wyman. Nothing but Prairie and Sky: Life on the
Dakota Range in the Early Days. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1954. 217pp. lllus. Map. Ind. Bruce Siberts came to Dakota in 1890
and became a small rancher when the west river region was opened
for settlement. His account is down-to-earth, telling about his use
of Sunday school money for whiskey (he offered to share with other
donors as they rode ranch-to-ranch drinking) and the killing of cat-
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tie from big outfits for table fare. Wyman developed the narrative
from notes made by Siberts, and the book is fine reading.
53. Ed Lemmon. Boss Cowman: The Recollections of Ed Lemmon,
1857-1946. Ed. Nellie Snyder Yost. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1969. 321pp. Maps. Ind. Lemmon was a well-known South Dakota
cattleman, and his reminiscences are important. Unfortunately, they
are not as well written as those of Blasingame and Siberts, and the
choppy style and loose organization dulls what could be a
fascinating narrative. Besides its usefulness for finding who, when,
what, and where, the book contains some good sections that dispel
"movie images" of the West.
54. John Clay. My Life on the Range. Chicago: Privately Printed, 1924.
366pp. Illus. Clay, a financier, became an expert on evaluating cattle
operations. He gives a personal account of his activities in the
Montana-Wyoming-Dakota region in the late nineteenth century.
While much of the story is Wyoming-oriented, it overlaps into the
Black Hills region and illuminates a unique aspect of the cattle industry
55. Archer B. Gilfillan. Sheep. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1929,
272pp. Illus. Who better to tell the story for sheepherders than the
well-educated Gilfillan, who spent many years in a sheep wagon In
western South Dakota? Sheep can be read as much for humor as
for information about raising sheep. For example, Gilfillan mentions
the story of a traveler in Harding County who stopped to chat with
a homesteader, asking him if it had rained lately. The settler responded that he did not know as he had only lived there three years.
56. Kate and Virgil D. Boyles. Langford of the Three Bars. Chicago:
A. C. McClurg & Co., 1907. 278pp. Illus. A brother and sister from
Yankton, South Dakota, wrote this early "western" based on the activities of the outlaw jack Slade along the Missouri River. Virgil Boyles
worked in the court system and used information gained there for
the basis of this fictional work.
57 Badger Clark. Sun and Saddle Leather, Including Grass Grown
Trails and New Poems. Boston: Gorham Press, 1922. 201pp. Illus.
Badger Clark, the well-known Black Hills writer, became known as
South Dakota's "poet lariat." The first edition of Sun and Saddle
¿eaiher appeared in 1915, followed by Grass Grown Trails in 1917; the
two, with added poems, appeared together in 1920 and have been
reprinted that way in numerous editions ever since.

The Black Hills
58. Robert ). Casey. The Black Hills and Their Incredible Characters:
A Chronicle and a Guide. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co., 1949. 383pp.
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lllus. Maps. Notes. Biblio. Ind. Not always accurate, but usually interesting, Casey's popular history of the Black Hills remains the best
introduction to Hills history. A journalist, Casey relates humaninterest stories and dramatic accounts of such characters as Wild
Bill, Calamity Jane, Fly Specked Billy, and Deadwood Dick.

LANGFORD

OF THE THREE BARS

The brother-and-sister
team of Kate and Virgil D.
Boyles wrote this early
"western" set along
the Missouri River.

59. Donald Jackson. Custer's Cold: The United States Cavalry Expedition of 1874. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1966. 152pp.
Illus. Maps. Apps. Ind. The best of several books about Custer's expedition into the Black Hills in 1874, Cusfer's Gold includes a selection of the excellent William H. Illingworth photographs of the
expedition. Both official reports and informal accounts by army
privates are employed in the well-written narrative.
60. Annie D. Tallent. The Black Hills; or. The Last Hunting Ground
of the Dakotahs: A Complete History of the Black Hills of Dakota from
Their Eirst Invasion in 1874 to the Present Time. St. Louis: Nixon-Jones
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mmmm
Edwin A. Curiey's
Guide to the Black
Hills is a facsimile
reprint of the rare
promotional booklet

Glittering Gold.

Printing Co., 1899. 713pp. Illus. The first portion of Tallent's book is
excellent, relating her trip to the Black Hills made illegally in 1874
and her party's removal by the military. She is blunt in her attitudes
that Indians are inferior and that whites necessarily brought civilization to the region. While good accounts of events in the days of
1876 appear, much of the latter portion of her book will not interest
the general reader as it relates local history in considerable detail.
6 1 Watson Parker. Gold in the Black Hills. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1966. 259pp. Illus. Maps. Biblio. Ind. The author of

this dependable story of the Black Hills gold rush combines popular
story-telling and academic credentials, making his book more
reliable than others about that glamorous and turbulent period.
62. Edwin A. Curley. Edwin A. Curiey's Guide to the Black Hills, Comprising the Travels of the Author and His Special Artist. 2d ed. Chicago:
By the Author, 1877.136pp. Illus. Ads. A promotional booklet intended

to attract settlement into the Black Hills and serve as a traveler's
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guide, the volume is also Curley's story of his experiences there.
He relates directions and costs for the traveler and describes the
characters he met. The first edition of this rare guide is titled Glittering Gold. People usually discarded such promotional books when
they reached their destination, making them scarce, but a 1973 facsimile reprint of this second edition was published.
63. Richard B. Hughes. Pioneer Years in the Black Hills. Ed. Agnes
Wright Spring. Glendale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1957. 366pp, Illus.
Apps. Ind. A superior reminiscence by a newspaper reporter (later
editor) in the Black Hills, this book records early events in Deadwood and Rapid City, beginning with the author's arrival during the
1876 gold rush. Hughes tells of^ his personal search for gold, hunting trips, road agents, and Wounded Knee. His chronological diary
is included in the appendices.
64. John S. McClintock. Pioneer Days in the Black Hills: Accurate
History and Facts Related by One of the Early Day Pioneers. Ed. Edward
L Senn. Deadwood, S.Dak.: By the Author, 1939. 336pp. Illus. McClintock's excellent reminiscence offers a good corrective to much of
the nonsense written about people such as Calamity Jane. McClintock does not attempt to narrate a complete history of the Hills but
covers numerous topics with enough flavor for interesting reading.
65. Esteiline Bennett. Old Deadwood Days. New York: J. H. Sears
&Co., 1928. 300pp. Illus. Esteiline Bennett was the daughter of Judge
Granville Bennett of Deadwood. Living in the better section of town,
she was curious about the squalid area known as the "badlands,"
which she viewed down the hill. She tells stories about gamblers,
outlaws, and Calamity Jane, as well as about preachers and her own
family. She concludes that "Old Deadwood" ended with the arrival
of the railroad, which brought civilization.
66. Agnes Wright Spring. The Cheyenne and Black Hills Stage and
Express Routes. Glendale, Calif.: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1949. 418pp. Illus. Maps. Biblio. Ind. Spring provides a useful history of the routes
and transportation into the Hills and about road agents, stage
drivers, and bullwhackers during the gold-rush period.
67. Joseph G. Rosa. They Called Him Wild Bill: The Life and Adventures of James Butler Hickok. 2d ed., rev. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1974. 377pp. Illus. Chrono. Biblio. Ind. Easily the best
biography of Hickok, Rosa's book corrects numerous errors in earlier
popular accounts, though still tending to favor Wild Bill.
68. ]. Leonard Jennewein. Calamity fane of the Western Trails. Huron,
S.Dak.: Dakota Books, 1953. 47pp. Illus. Biblio. Jennewein s booklet
remains perhaps the best work on Calamity Jane, critically sifting
through the legends to discover grains of truth. Written at about
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the same time, Roberta Beed Sollid's Calamity Jarie: A Study in
Historical Criticism ([Helena]: Historical Society of Montana, 1958)
is better than Jennewein's book in its use of numerous contemporary newspaper accounts, but it does not read as well.
69. Paul Fatout. Ambrose Bierce and the Black Hills. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956. IBOpp. Illus. Maps. Biblio. Ind. The
famous macabre author spent a little time at Rockerville in the Black
Hills during the gold rush. This story of his misadventures there
includes information on the business aspects of mining at Rockerville, the building of the flume, and Bierce's controversial employment of "Boone May, murderer" to protect the payrolls.
70. Edmond Mandat-Grancey. Cow-boys and Colonels: Narrative of
a Journey across the Prairie and over the Black Hills of Dakota. Trans.
William Conn. London: Griffith, Farran, Okeden & Welsh, 1887. 352pp.
lllus. A Frenchman who traveled to the Black Hills in 1883 and settled for a while on a ranch there provides an excellent narrative.
His comments on the customs and manners of the latter-day residents of the region are interesting and humorous.
71. Gilbert C. Fite. Mount Rushmore. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1952. 272pp. lllus. Chrono. Notes. Bibiio. Ind. Fite's
book remains the best general study of the building of the monument and its sculptor despite a host of more recent meritorious
works. His account is objective, balanced, and highly readable.

The Sioux Wars
72. Robert M. Utiey. The Indian Frontier of the American West,
1846-1890. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1984. 325pp.
lllus. Maps. Notes. Biblio. Ind. The best general synthesis of the halfcentury of Indian-white conflict in the late 1800s is Utley's wellwritten narrative that relates the story from both perspectives. His
is an objective study, interpreting and narrating the general story
of the entire West and placing settlers of Dakota Territory and the
Sioux in context. UtIey has also written an excellent military study
entitled Frontier Regulars: The United States Army and the indian,
1866-1891 (New York: Macmillan Co., 1973).
73. Frank Myers. Soldiering in Dakota, among the Indians, in 1863-4-5.
Huron, D.T.: Huronite Printing House, 1888. 48pp. Myers provides a
good narrative of the campaign against the Dakota Sioux after the
Minnesota conflict in 1862. A private in Company B, Sixth Iowa
Cavalry, Myers relates the story of the campaign, interspersed with
personal experiences. A rare pamphlet, it was reprinted in 1936 by
the South Dakota State Historical Society. Another interesting ac-
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count of that campaign, written in diary f o r m , is J[oseph] H. Drips,
Three Years among the Indians in Dakota (Kimball, S.Dak.: Brule Index, 1894).
74. James C. Olson. Red Cloud and the Sioux Problem. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1965. 375pp. Ilius. Maps. Biblio. Ind.
Olson's outstanding account of the relations between the United
States government and the Lakota Sioux in the second haif of the
nineteenth century centers around Oglaia leader Red Cfoud. Objective and carefully documented, the book details the Red Cloud
War and treaties of 1866 and 1868, the conflict between Red Cloud
and Valentine McGillycuddy at Pine Ridge, and Red Cioud's negotiations w i t h the government on behalf of the Sioux.
75. Mari Sandoz. Crazy Horse, the Strange Man of the Oglalas: A
Biography. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1942. 428pp. Map. Chrono.
Biblio. Notes. Sandoz's biography, despite some recent criticisms of
her research, is still considered one of the finest biographies of an
Indian leader. She captures the rhythm of Lakota life while narrating
the story of Crazy Horse, and her style of writing is excellent.
76. Stanley Vestal. Sitting Bull, Champion of the Sioux: A Biography.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1932. 350pp. Illus. Biblio. Ind. In his
sympathetic biography utilizing Indian oral testimony. Vestal attacks
Agent James McLaughlin's depiction of Sitting Bull as a coward and
troublemaker, portraying him instead as a great warrior and the
greatest chief of the Teton Sioux. Vestal's account, however, can be
criticized for lacking objectivity and balance.
77 Jay Monaghan. Custer: The Life of General George Armstrong
Custer. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1959. 469pp. Illus. Maps. Notes.
Sources. Ind. Monaghan's work remains the standard biography of
the controversial Custer. Other worthy studies that might also be
read include Robert M. Utiey's Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong Custer and the Western Military Frontier (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988) and Fvan S. Connell's Son of the Morning
Star (San Francisco: North Point Press, 1984).
78. Elizabeth B. Custer. ^'ßoofs and Saddles;" or. Life in Dakota with
General Custer. New York: Harper & Bros., 1885. 312pp. Erontis. Map.
App. This interesting narrative by General Custer's wife includes the
story of their introduction to a Dakota blizzard in Yankton, dreary
life on a frontier post, the capture of Rain-in-the-Face, and the summer of 1874 when her husband was exploring the Black Hills.
79. John S. Gray. Centennial Campaign: The Sioux War of 1876. Fort
Collins, Colo.: Old Army Press, 1976. 392pp. Maps. Biblio. Ind. An excellent study of the 1876 campaign against the Sioux, Gray's book
culminates in the Custer battle.
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80. John F. Finerty. War-Path and Bivouac; or. The Conquest of the
Sioux: A Narrative of Stirring Personal Experiences and Adventures in
the Big Horn and Yellowstone Expedition of 1876, and in the Campaign
on the British Border, in 1879. Chicago: n.p., 1890. 460pp. Illus. Map.
Finerty, a Chicago Times war correspondent, recounts Gen. George
Crook's fight with the Sioux and the Custer battle. He also provides
a firsthand account of the Slim Buttes battle and describes Deadwood in 1876 when Crook's army arrived in the Black Hills.

james Mclaughlin
appeared on the
frontispiece of My
Friend the Indian, in
which he portrayed life
on the Standing Rock
reservation.

81. Charles King. Campaigning with Crook, and Stories of Army Life.
New York: Harper & Bros., 1890. 295pp. Illus. King was with Crook's
army during the 1876 campaign, and his vivid account is considered,
like Finerty's, to be a classic. The authors cover much of the same
ground but from slightly different vantage points.
82. lerome A. Greene. Slim Buttes, 1876: An Episode of the Great
Sioux War. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1982.192pp. Illus.
Maps. Apps. Notes. Biblio. Ind. Important as the Sioux War of 1876
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is for South Dakota's history, only one battle was fought inside today's state boundaries: the Battle of Slim Buttes. Greene has provided a well-written and objective account of the engagement
between General Crook's troops and those of American Horse and
the Sioux. A good companion volume is Paul L Hedren's With Crook
in the Black Hills: Stanley J. Morrow's 1876 Photographic Legacy
(Boulder, Colo.: Pruett Publishing Co., 1985), which reproduces Morrow's photographs, including staged pictures of the soldiers eating
horse meat.
83. Julia B. McGillycuddy. McGillycuddy, Agent: A Biography of Dr.
Valentine T. McGillycuddy. Stanford University, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1941. 291pp. Illus. Valentine T McGillycuddy was an important figure in South Dakota's history. He was with the Newtonjenney expedition into the Black Hills, with Crook during the 1876
campaign against the Sioux, agent at Pine Ridge, president of the
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology, and a participant
in the state's constitutional convention. He attended Crazy Horse
as physician after the famous chief was stabbed.
84. (ames McLaughlin. My Eriend the Indian. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1910. 417pp. Illus. lnd. The famous Standing Rock Indian
agent relates his version of events on the reservation. He viewed
Sitting Bull as the major impediment to progressive change and
refers to him as a coward and liar. Nevertheless, McLaughlin was
often a proponent of Indian causes and is fair in his treatment of
Indian culture. His narrative is especially important for its depiction of life on the Standing Rock reservation and its account of the
Ghost Dance and the arrest and death of Sitting Bull.
85. Robert M. UtIey. The Last Days of the Sioux Nation. New Haven,
Conn.: Yale University Press, 1963. 314pp. Illus. Maps. Biblio. lnd. An
outstanding book on Wounded Knee and the Ghost Dance, it includes descriptions of Indian life and problems on the reservations,
treaties and land agreements, the death of Sitting Bull, the fighting
at Wounded Knee, and the aftermath. Included is a valuable annotated bibliography.

Political Life
86. Howard Roberts Lamar. Dakota Territory, 1B6Í-1889: A Study of
Erontier Politics. New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1956. 304pp.
Illus. Maps. Biblio. lnd. Lamar's interpretive study of Dakota's territorial politics is an important analysis for understanding the state's
political scene. He suggests that Dakotans, wanting to escape federal
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involvement in territorial concerns, had to j o i n t h e u n i o n ; otherwise governors and other territorial officials were a p p o i n t e d in
Washington rather than elected by t h e people of t h e territory.
Academic and objective, t h e intriguing story of political factionalism
and struggles for statehood is clearly narrated.
87. Moses K. Armstrong. The Early Empire Builders of the Great West.
St. Paul, Minn.: E. W. Porter, 1901. 456pp. Illus. Ind. Armstrong, one
of the few Democrats to achieve office in Dakota Territory, wrote
humorous and biting accounts of events in territorial politics. He
details the rough-and-tumble political campaigning of that era, and
his description of the earliest territorial legislature, when the Dakota
Cavalry marched in with fixed bayonets to establish order, is
memorable.
88. Gilbert Courtland Eite. Peter Norheck: Prairie Statesman. University of Missouri Studies, vol. 22, no. 2. Columbia, 1948. 217pp. lilus.
Bibiio. Ind. Norbeck was a "Theodore Roosevelt Republican" and
held office as state senator, lieutenant governor, governor, and
United States senator from 1908 to his death in 1936. Certainly, he
was among South Dakota's most significant political figures, and
Fite's biography is sound and scholarly
89. James G. Abourezk. Advise & Dissent: Memoirs of South Dakota
and the U.S. Senate. Chicago: Lawrence Hill Books, 1989. 267pp. Illus.
Too few South Dakota politicians have written accounts of their
careers. Abourezk, outspoken senator of the 1970s, continues in this
book to advocate his positions while relating his youth in South
Dakota and his political experiences. Agreement with his beliefs is
unnecessary for enjoyment of his breezy tale. Another important
political memoir from the same era is George S. McGovern's
Grassroots: The Autobiography of George McGovern (New York: Random House, 1977), which includes an excellent chapter on his efforts to organize South Dakota's Democratic party in the 1950s, as
well as accounts of his national political career and presidential
campaign.
90. Dorinda Riessen Reed. The Woman Suffrage Movement in South
Dakota. Governmental Research Bureau, Report No. 41. Vermillion:
University of South Dakota, 1958. 126pp. Illus. Apps. Biblio. Little has
been written about the state's early political movements and issues.
Reed's introductory study examines women's struggle to gain voting
rights in South Dakota. Beginning with the territorial period, the
narrative discusses the various campaigns for suffrage and the
causes for its failure until 1918 when victory was finally attained.
Nationally famous suffragists, including Susan B. Anthony, Anna
Howard Shaw, and Carrie Chapman Catt, visited the state to boost
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the effort, even as divisive quarrels among state and local leaders
plagued the campaign for years.

A Twentieth-Century Miscellany
91. George S. Reeves. A Man from South Dakota. New York: E. P.
Dutton & Co., 1950. 256pp. Map. Reeves relates his 1919 to 1950 struggle to farm and ranch in the region northeastof the Black Hills. After
initial failures due to inexperience, he did reasonably well in the
1920s, struggled with drought in the 1930s, and adjusted to conditions in the 1940s. Strongly resenting government regulation and
interference and hostile to New Deal programs. Reeves especially
resented the film "The Plow That Broke the Plains," w h i c h blamed
problems of surplus and dust storms on farmers. Convinced that
nature, not the farmer, was to blame, he suggests that in South
Dakota nature is dominant and the individual must maintain faith
in the future and adapt to nature's demands.
92. Feike Feikema. The Golden Bowl. Saint Paul, Minn.: Webb
Publishing Co., 1944. 226pp. This excellent fictional account captures
the drought and depression of the thirties. Feike Feikema changed
his name to Frederick Manfred at a later time and is among the
region's foremost novelists. The Golden Bowl is based on his personal experiences, which he later related in an autobiographical narrative entitled The Wind Blows Free (Sioux Falls, S.Dak.: Augustana
College, Center for Western Studies, 1979).
93. Marcus Bach. The Dream Gate. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill Co.,
1949. 318pp. A Hutterite colony in South Dakota is the setting for
this novel. Bach explores the torment of a boy raised in " O l d Portage Colony" who begins to doubt the traditional faith and teachings
and longs for individual freedom in the world beyond the colony's
gate.
94. Vine Deloria, Jr. Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto.
New York: Macmillan Co., 1969. 279pp. This important commentary
on contemporary Indian concerns became a national best seller.
With biting and satirical comments on anthropologists w h o study
Indians, on the Bureau of Indian Affairs, on missionaries, and w i t h
an interesting contrast between the black civil rights movement and
goals of Indian activists, Deloria's work is entertaining reading.
95. Michael L. Lawson. Dammed Indians: The Pick-Sloan Plan and
the Missouri River Sioux, 1944-1980. Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1982. 261pp. lllus. Map. Notes. Biblio. Ind. The great dams along
the Missouri River flooded Sioux lands on the Standing Rock,
Cheyenne River, Lower Brule, Crow Creek, and Yankton reservations.

Copyright © 1992 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

798

South Dakota History

Tribal officials, writes Lawson, were not consulted before construction, and land was condemned and flooded in some cases before
compensation was determined. Lawson explores an interesting and
important topic, for twentieth-century Indian concerns are too often
overshadowed by nineteenth-century battles that have more popular
appeal.
96. William McK. Chapman. Remember the Wind: A Prairie Memoir.
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1965. 240pp. Maps. Chapman moved
west with his family to run Saint Elizabeth's school on the Standing
Rock reservation, hoping that the drier climate would help his son.
They spent three years there beginning in 1958, and Chapman has
writtenalively narrative of their experiences that includes humorous
and tragic stories of people and events.
97 Bill Zimmerman. AirUñ to Wounded Knee. Chicago: Swallow
Press, 1976. 348pp. Illus. Maps. Notes. Zimmerman, involved in antiVietnam War activities, attempted to airlift supplies to Wounded
Knee during its 1973 occupation by members of the American Indian Movement (AIM). His story is written from the AIM perspective. Zimmerman's account of the flight to South Dakota contains
interesting stereotypes held by easterners about the state: they attempted to conceal their presence by planning landings at small

Michael L. Lawson's Dammed Indians explores
the twentieth-century battles for the land now
inundated by the reservoirs of the Pick-Sloan Plan.
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airports such as Miller, but after weather forced them to land at
H u r o n , they tried to act inconspicuous when they stayed at a mote!
with a huge "bizarre plaster sculpture of a b i r d " and, w i t h long hair
and flashy clothing, inconspicuously ate steak and lobster w i t h
champagne at the restaurant.
98. Robert F. Karolevitz. Where Your Heart Is: The Story of Harvey
Dunn, Artist. Aberdeen, S.Dak.: North Plains Press, 1970. 208pp. Illus.
Biblio. Ind. This award-winning biography of South Dakota's famous
artist of pioneer life contains outstancling reproductions of Dunn's
work. The text, written by an enthusiastic admirer of D u n n , is good
reading.
99. Linda M. Hasselstrom. Going over East: Reflections of a Woman
Rancher. Golden, Colo.: Fulcrum, 1987. 206pp. Realistically and
poetically, the author describes daily, routine work on a cattle ranch
near Hermosa and comments on the relationship of people to the
land and wildlife. After mentioning that some ranchers kill weeds
and dehorn, castrate, and butcher livestock according to the phases
of the m o o n , she writes, "This is reality, the real West—sturdily defying the shallow theories dreamed up by metropolitan thinkers in
high-rises, people whose well-shod feet and clean hands never touch
earth and b l o o d " (p. 105). Her Windbreak: A Woman Rancher on
the Northern Plains (Berkeley, Calif.: Barn Owl Books, 1987) also provides good reading.
100. Donald R. Progulske. Yellow Ore, Yellow Hair, Yellow Pine: A
Photographic Study of a Century of Forest Ecology. Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin, no. 616. Brookings: South Dakota State University, 1974. 169pp. Illus. Maps. Refs. Progulske compares the William
H. Illingworth photographs taken during Custer's 1874 expedition
to the Black Hills with contemporary pictures taken at the same locations, revealing that significant changes in vegetation have occurred.
With human management rather than nature's control (fires, insects,
storms, floods), many areas have become overgrown as the natural
ecology of the Black Hills has been disrupted. The Agricultural Experiment Station added more photographs and reissued the publication some time later as Following Cusfer (Bulletin no. 674).
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