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Dakota Resources:
The Pickler Family Papers and
the Humphrey Family Papers at the
South Dakota State Historical Society

LINDA M . SOMMER

A markedly broad range of research topics is addressed in the Pickler Family Papers and the Humphrey Family Papers, which reside in the South
Dakota State Historical Society's archives (State Archives) in the Cultural
Heritage Center in Pierre. Both coltections contain significant material on
subjects as microcosmic as the daily routine of a homestead household and as
universal as the international woman suffrage movement.
Circumstance and geography closely intermingled the lives of two families
who were among the earliest setders of Faulkton, Dakota Territory, in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century. Capt. Hervey Humphrey and Maj.
John Pickler, both Civil War veterans from Iowa, actively promoted the
fledgling community and participated in territorial and state Republican politics. Similarly, their wives, Sarah Ellen ("Nellie") Humphrey and Alice Alt
Pickler, worked together on behalf of the Women's Relief Corps, an auxiliary
of the Grand Army of the Republic. Both women were also staunch prohibitionists who influenced their husbands' views. Strong and intelligent,
they often carried on rhe activities of their spouses' businesses in addition to
maintaining their households during the men's frequent absences from home.
Correspondents in the two collections often comment on the same personalities and events, and the comings and goings of the Picklers are a frequent topic of the Humphrey letters.
Lois Bull of Aberdeen, a descendant of the Picklers, donated both collections to the South Dakota State Historical Society. Members of the Faulk
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County Historical Society, which now operates the Pickler home as a museum, played a key role in helping to preserve these resources through the years.
Volunteers from the Fauikton community (with initial gtiidance from Lesta
Turchen, then of Dakota Wesleyan Universit)' and now at the University of
Houston at Victoria, and Sally Roesch Wagner of Aberdeen) spent hours
sorting and cleaning papers before they were transferred to the State Archives
in 1991.
The Humphrey Family Papers (1877-1900) consist largely of correspondence between various family members and between Hervey Humphrey and his business and political contacts. Humphrey published the
Fauikton Times, which company letterhead touted as "the oldest newspaper
in the county." He became one of the first commissioners of Faulk County
(organized in November 1883 with LaFoon as the county seat). He also
served as campaign manager for Major Pickler's earliest run for territorial
ofFiceand as South Dakota's adjutant general from 1897 to 1901. The Humphrey children, Alfred and Alice, grew up with the Pickler children; schoolmates Alice Humphrey and Madge Pickler were special friends. When most
of the Humphreys left Fauikton (except for Alice, who married a local man).

Most of the documents in the Pirkter and Humphrey collections were
storedfor decades in the imposing Pickler home, built hetween 1882 and ¡894.
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the Picklers agreed to store the family's papers in their attic. The collection
eventually became intermingled with the far larger body of Pickler artifacts.'
The Pickler Family Papers {1865-1976) document the activities and interests of five generations of a family whose well-educated and articulate members were both politically and socially involved. John Alfred Pickler, born in
Indiana in 1844, moved with his family to Monterey, Iowa, at age nine. After
serving in the Givi! War with the Third Iowa Gavalry, he commanded the
138th Regiment of the United States Golorcd Infantry. In this post, he
achieved the rank of major, the title by which he would be known until his
death in Faulkton in 1910.
"Pick," as his college chums called him, attended the University of Iowa,
where he met Alice M. Alt, who had been born near Iowa City in 1848. The
pair married in 1870, and their courtship letters are among the earliest documents in the collection. When John PickJer graduated from the University of
Michigan Law School in 1872, the couple located in Kirksville, Missouri,
where Pickler was elected county attorney for Adair County. In 1874, they
moved to Mu.scatine, Iowa. There Pickler entered a successful partnership,
forming the law firm of Hoffman, Pickler and Brown. Pickler served as a
Garfield presidential elector and won election to the Iowa House of Representatives in 1881. In addition, the young family grew by three members during its Iowa years. Daughters Lulu Alberta and Madge Emily were born in
1871 and 1878, and son Alfred Alt in 1882 {the youngest child. Dale Alice,
arrived in 1887}.- The major's younger brother Richard noted that at this
time John and Alice appeared "so content and happy and yet ambitious
withal." and he expressed admiration for the "brave encouragement" they
gave each other even when "you did not know ot intend any one to hear it
either but yourselves."'
Even though the Picklers were happily established in Muscatine, newspaper accounts of the "wonderful possibilities of Dakota Territory" drew the
major west in the fall of 1882.'' According to eldest daughter Lulu Pickler
Frad, who wrote of the excursion many years later, John Pickler [raveled with
a scouting party that included a number of prospective homesteaders from
Iowa. The group laid out the new town of Faulkton on Snake Greek, which
they renamed the Nixon River. "So far was it from known landmarks," Frad
!. Together, tbe two collections amount to roughly seventy cubic feet of petsonal and business
correspondence, pbotographs, speecbes, newspaper clippings, assorred publications, epbemera,
and the records pertaining to a number of organÍ7.a[ions to which family members belonged. Tbe
Humphrey Papers comprise less than ten percent of tbe total.
2. John and Alice Pickler biograpbical file. State Archives, Sourb Dakota State Historical Society (SDSHS). Pierre, S.Dak.; Lulu Pickler Frad. untitled femüy bistory, n.d., and Ricbard M.
Pickler to Alice Frad, 3 Nov. 19.Î7, Pickler Family Papers. SDSHS.
3. Richard M. Pickler to Jobn A. Tickler Family, 9 May i 8« 1, Pickler Family Papers.
4. Frad, untitled family bisiory.
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wrote, "that laths were placed at frequent Intervals between Miller and Faulkton so that the new Settlers could find their way back to Miller and contact
the Rail Road."^
Alice Pickler's unmarried sisters, Nellie and Kate Alt (both of whom would
file land claims near the PickJers and marry local men), traveled to Faulkton
to assist the major in building a home. In June 1883, Alice and the children

accompanied the family's belongings, transported via chartered rail car, to
Athol, Faulkton's nearest rail connection. The remaining twenty-eight miles,
5. Lulu Pickler Frad, "The Big Old House in the Little Old Town," n. d., Pickler Family
Papers.
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as Frad later recalled, "staned out gaily" with the family's mule team and
black buggy horse hauling their belongings. Soon, however, the horse balked
and a team had to be hired to transport an organ, base burner, and "other
comforts" to the new home.''
Hervey Humphrey had also traveled with the Iowa party that located
Faulkton in 1882. T"hat October, Nellie Humphrey wrote him from Iowa

that she had read of the group's progress in the Huron and Chicago newspapers, including a report that Faulkton was "expecting the county seat."
Tongue-in-cheek, she wrote that Faulkton's first essential building should not
6. Frad. unrirled family history.
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be a courthouse but "an Asylum in which to secure the Dakota lunatics" who
had so greatly exa^erated the town's prospects.^ Upon his arrival in Faulkton, Humphrey established the Faulkton Times, and before the close of 1882,
issues were mailed back home to encourage further emigration to Dakota."
Through their respective professions and involvement in Republican politics, both Humphrey and Pickler actively boosted the community, territory,
and state. An early concern of both men was the establishment of mail and
rail service for the new town. During his first few months in Dakota, Humphrey won from Congressman Richard F. Pettigrew a promise for at least
some direct mail service to "Faulk town" by March 1883.'' As late as 1887,
however, mail still reached town by stagecoach. In February of that year.
Major Pickler sent Alice the text of a petition addressed to the postal inspector in Aberdeen and instructed her to have it copied on a typewriter and circulated around town. "Owing to the rigor of miles, deep snows and difficulty
of [stage]coach travel," the petition requested postal ofFicials to begin delivery
by railroad, which had reached Faulkton the previous fall.'"
The arrival of both the Chicago & North Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & Saint Paul lines was due in part to the efforts of Humphrey, who
had traveled to Chicago in 1885 to make a personal appeal for service to the
town. The railroads' bypassing of LaPoon, located a few miles north of Faulkton, ensured the transfer of the county sear to Faulkton. Virtually the entire
community of LaFoon (including most of its buildings) relocated to Faulkton, producing a minor boom in the economy."
The Pickler and Humphrey collections attest to both men's roles in the
development of che territory, but they also illustrate the rapidity with which
Pickler's political career outstripped Humphrey's. With Humphrey as his
campaign manager, Pickler won election in 1884 to the territorial legislature,
where he served as chair of the house appropriations committee. During his
term, he successfully shepherded a woman suffrage bill through the legislature
only to see it vetoed by Cov. Cilbert A. Pierce. From 1889 to 1897, Pickler
served as South Dakota's first representative to the United States Congress,
losing a later bid for the Senate.'^ While in Congress, Pickler served on house

7. Nellie Humphrey to Hervey Humphrey. !4 Oct. 1882, Humphrey Family Papers,
SDSHS.
8. T. C. Bumgardner to Hervey Humphrey, 31 Dec. 1882, ibid,
9. R. F. Pettigrew to Hervey Humphrey, 4 Jan. 1K8.Í, ibid.
1Ü, John A. Picklet to Alice Pickler, [Feb. 1887], Pickler Family Papers.
I !. Hervey Humphrey to Nellie Humphrey, 2> July 1885, Humphrey Family Papers. In feel,
a porción of the Pickler home in Faulkton is an "add-on" of one of the LaFoon structures.
Í2. Doane Robinson, Encyclopedia of South Dakota (Pierre, S.Dak.: By the Author, Î925), p.
586.
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John Pickler sat far this official
portrait during one ofhisfaur terms in Congress.

committees on Public Lands, Indian Affairs, Invalid Pensions, Irrigation of
Arid I^nds, and Alcoholic and Liquor Traffic and Claims. Only his work
with veterans' pensions is reflected to any depth in the Pickler Family Papers,
which contain a significant body of material on federal Bureau of Pensions
claims cases dating from 1889 to 1896, along with a number of petitions
from Civil War veterans. Also included are several warmly supportive letters
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from former comrades, urging Pickler's appointment as commissioner of pensions as his term in Congress drew to a close.'^
Another association that brought an interesting, if brief, turn to Pickler's
life was his friendship with John W. Noble, under whom he had served in
the Civil War. Noble had encouraged Pickler to attend college and remained
interested in his progress over the years. When Noble was appointed secretary
of the interior under President Benjamin Harrison, he in turn secured for
Pickler an appointment as an inspector in the United States Land Service.'''
The major spent April, May, and June 1889 working in Guthrie, Oklahoma,
to procure buildings for land offices and investigate reports of corruption in
the dispersal of public Iands as Indian Territory opened for settlement. He
described the chaotic environment to Alice, noting that he shared a tent with
six other men in "the dirtiest place I ever saw . . . a topsy turvy place, all
kinds of rushing hither and thither, building house.s, tents going up, vendors
of oranges, lemonade, candy, newspapers yelling day and night almost." He
also reported "gambling in every way and device I think imaginable."'''
Pickler's presence in Guthrie did not pass unnoticed. Late in May, Guthrie
mayor D. B. Dyer complained to Secretary Noble that Pickler had incited
claim jumping by openly addressing "large and excited gatherings of people"
in regard to grievances about the distribution of land. Such actions, according
to Dyer, were "calculated to . . , encourage the very element in our midst that
needs to be restrained and subdued."'^ In dismissing the mayor's complaints.
Noble responded, "You will struggle a long while to convert me to your belief
in regard to Major Pickler," indicating a deep faith in the character of his
long-time friend.'''
This segment of the Pickler collection closes with an 1892 document in
which Deputy United States Marshal Ransom Payne, writing on behalf of
himself and his colleagues, petitions Congress for the unpaid wages and
expenses of the marshals who served in Oklahoma in 1889 and 1890. This
often-poignant request details some of the rough conditions that resulted in
injury and death for some of the lawmen assigned to the territory.
Equally unusual and particularly charming are the numerous letters from
children found in the early Humphrey and Pickler papers. This correspondence to absent parents and distant friends is by turns funny, sad, and wonderfully full of the details of youngsters' lives on the prairie. They write of
school, household chores, games, pets, and toys as well as their longing for

13. See, for example, C. B. Jackson to Pidder, 5 Dec. 1896, Francis M. Law to Pickler, 10
Dec. 1896. and C. A. Stanton to Piclder, 21 Dec. 1896, Pickler Family Papers.
14. Jobn A. Pickler ro Alice Pickier, 2 Apr. 1889, ibid.
15. John A. Pickler to Alice Pickler, 5 May 1889, ibid.
16. D. B. Dyer to Jobn W. Noble, 28 May 1889, ibid.
17. Noble to Dyer, 7 June 1889, ibid.
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friends in distant places. Tn May 1885, Alfred Humphrey's pal Roy Gilbert
wrote from Charles City, Iowa: "Are the prairie chickens and birds very thick
out there? . . . I wish you would tell me about how high the prairie grass is if
there is any. I expect there ain't very many trees out there." He concluded
with a touch of envy, "1 wish I could be out there with you.""*
Alfred Humphrey was introduced to twelve-year-old Sam Lewis Doughty
of Heron Lake, Minnesota, via mail in the summer of 1883 by a teacher who
knew both lonesome boys. "Miss French has been telling me about you being
out In Dakota where there Is no-one to play with," wrote Sam. "How do you
like frontier life. I don't like it as well here AS I did up at St. Cloud where I
used to live. . . . I have been here four years."'^ In a less introspective letter
written a few months later, Sam described for Alfred in minute and mildly
gory detail his methods for catching and killing gophers.'*' In another, he
wrote with glee of exploding an inflated pig's bladder behind the rocking
chair of an unsuspecting aunt. "Aunty jumped up with her spectacles nearly
off, and dropped her newspaper," he reported. "When she got her breath she
nearly exploded she was so scared."-'
While the children often reveled in their lives in a prairie town, the Humphrey adults became disenchanted with Faulkton as the years wore on. By
early 1899, Hervey had begun to explore possible out-of-state business ventures to consider when his term as adjutant general ended in 1901. Away
from home for New Year's Day in 1899, he received less-than-cheery greetings from Nellie, who hoped that he had been "surrounded by life, friends,
and something besides the stagnation and dead dullness of Faulkton on Jan
1st '99.'"" By 1900, the Humphreys had relocated to Brookings, South
Dakota, and their family papers do not document their lives beyond this
point.
The records of the Pickler family, however, go on to chronicle events in
Faulkton well past World War II. Both before and after John Pickler's congressional term, his law practice and business dealings revolved around realestate transactions In Faulk Count)'. The Pickier Family Papers contain a
wealth of data (correspondence with clients, legal briefs and notes, and filed
papers) on setdement and early landowners dating largely from 188'Ï to
1907.
Among the subjects best covered in the Pickler collection are the temperance and equal suffrage campaigns in South Dakota. Alice Alt Pickler held
offices in the South Dakota Depanment of the Women's Christian Temper18. Roy Gilbert to Alfred Humphrey, 13 May 1885, Humphrey Family Papers.
19. Sani Lewis Doughty to Alfred Humphrey, 12 June 1883, ibid.
20. Doughty to Humphrey, 13 Apr. 1884, ibid.
21. Doughty to Humphrey, 21 Feb. 1884. ibid.
22. Nellie Humphrey to Hervey Humphrey, 3 Jan. 1899, ibid.
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SETTLEES!
Government Lands in
IIFAULK AND POTTER COUNTIES.II

TREE CLAIMS, PREEMPTIONS
AND

HOMESTEADS.

Thoroughly acquainted with all lands and location of both

Railroad Surveys
In Western Faulk County.
CHEAPHST AND BEST PLAN TO TAKE THH STAGE AT ATHOL
üKMlLLHkFüKFALLKTON,
Where You Will Find GOOD HOTEL and LIVERY Accommodations.

MY CHARGES REASONABLE

^ Satisfaction Gnaranteed.
MONEY FURNISHED ON SHORT
NOTICE AT REASONABLE RATES.
OFFI(;EK A T F A T L K T O N , A N D HARRINGTON TEN HILES WEST.

J. A. PICKLER.
John ¡'iikier used this broadside to advertise his
¡and location and real-estate bttsiness, one of the first in FauHt County.
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John Pickler stands at far left in this photograph ofhis laud office in early-day Faulkton.

ance Union (WCTU), being at various times chaplain and head of the Franchise Department. The Pickler Family Papers reflect her WCTU involvement between 1875 and 1932, with an emphasis on the years 1886 to 1915.
Related items include correspondence, annual-meeting programs, published
minutes of the annual conventions, newspaper dippings, speeches, songbooks, leaflets, and other temperance-oriented publications and ephemera
such as individual family members' pledge cards.''
Many WCTU members actively promoted woman suffrage, believing that
female voters would be more likely than men to support prohibition laws.
Suffrage workers, on the other hand, often avoided any association with the
prohibitionists, fearful of alienating the powerful liquor interests and of
2.3. South Dakotans haj adopted a prohibition amendment with the stare constitution in
1889 bui voted to repcaJ the provision in 189(j. Twenty years later, the pendulum of opinion
had swung back again, and on 20 March 1918 South Dakota became the tenth state to ratify the
prohibition amendment to the United States Constitution. Herbert S. Schell. History of South
Dakota. 3d ed.. rev. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1975), p. 238.
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employing people who might do W C T U work on suffrage time. The Pickler
collection well documents the perceived political and organizational problems
of mixing the franchise and temperance movements. Alice Pickler believed in
equal suffrage for its own sake and at times held ofFice in the South Dakota
Equal Suffrage Association (SDESA) concurrently with her WCTU activities,
a fact for which she did not go uncriticized.'''
Among the greatest strengths of the Pickler Family Papers is a small body
of organizational and fmancial records for the SDESA (dating 1888-1898)
and a longer, fascinating series of letters between state field workers and suffrage association headquarters and between state officers and national-office
personnel (dating 1888-1909). The correspondence offers a fairly complete
history of the suffrage movement in South Dakota and provides a clearer picture of suffrage work across the upper Midwest.
The Picklers came to the attention of national suffrage workers in 1885,
when the major introduced his ill-fated equal suffrage bill in the territorial
24. Carrie Chapman Catt to Alice Pickler, .3 Sept. 1902, Anna Shaw to Alice Pickler, 21 Dec.
1908, Elia S. Stewart to Philena E. Johnson, 19 May 1909, Pickler Family Papers.
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Alfred PickUr
was eight years old
when he made this
official pledge as a
member of the Loyal
Temperance Legion
in ¡890.
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iiumcntjrom the l'ukUr Fanitíy Papers
certifies Alice Pickler as a life member of the WCTU.

legislature. Responding to an invitation from suffrage organizer Lucy Stone,
John Pickler spoke at the annual meeting of the American Woman Suffrage
Association that fall in Minneapolis, where a Dakota suffrage organization
was also formed.^^ In his speech to the group and in a letter addressed to the
1886 convention, he cited "the great work" of women during the Civil War
25. Stone to Jobn A. Pickler, I Aug. 1885, ibid.
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and the fact that one-third of the land In Dakota was owned by women as
proof of female worthiness to share the franchise.-*^
Work toward equal suffrage in South Dakota began in earnest with the
campaign of 1890, for which no less a personage than Susan B. Anthony (at
age seventy) arrived to head state organizational efforts. Alice Pickier served

During her most active years in the woman suffrage
movement, Alice Pickler used this portrait in her publicity.

on the state executive committee, which staged an August "Mass Convention" for equal suffrage at the Opera House in Mitchell. In addition to
Anthony, other nationally prominent suffrage workers who spoke at this
26. John A. Pickler to the National Suffrage Convention of 1886, n.d., ibid.
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event included Carrie Lane Chapman, Clara Colby, Henry Blackwell, Laura
Johns, Rev. Olympia Brown, Rev. Anna Shaw, Matilda Hindman, Julia Nelson, and Mary Seymour Howell. Locally prominent persons who participated
included Alice Pickler, William H. H. Beadle, Rev. H. D. Wiard, Rev. A. W.
Adkinson, Lewis McClouth, Elizabeth Hammer, Simeon H. Cranmer. and
Elizabeth Wardall."
After the convention, Olympia Brown and Julia Nelson traveled the state
on behalf of equal suffrage, reporting back to SDESA headquarters in Huron.
The Pickler Family Papers contain a thirty-one page letter to Anthony from
Brown, who described her painstaking efforts to keep from alienating any
potential suffrage supporter ac meetings in the Milbank area. "I spoke as well
as I could under the circumstances," she wrote without regard to punctuation
or capitalization, "careRiily avoiding politics and religion foreigners negroes
and indians prohibition temperance the social evils and all." In repotting on a
later appearance, she added "paupers" and "tramps" to her litany of proscribed subjects. Brown also noted the effect of a perceived suffrageprohibition alliance. She suspected the Republicans of privately working
against suffrage. "The people of Dakota are sick of prohibition," she wrote,
"they think it makes business dull and makes hard times they mean to have it
resubmitted next year and they don t mean that women shall vote till after
that ifever^-^ Nelson, who traveled throughout South Dakota's southeastern
counties in October 1890, was also pessimistic about the measure's prospects
at the ballot box in Novembet. "When I see how much opposition there is,"
she wrote, "and how little has been done . . . I am discouraged."^**
Many of the problems of tbe unsuccessful 1890 campaign continued to
haunt later suffrage efforts. During the 1898 campaign, workers on the state
and national levels blamed eacb other for the failure of local suffrage clubs,
for problems in obtaining and keeping respectable speakers and field workers,
and for a lack of communication and planning. Carrie Chapman Catt, who
headed organizational efforts from the national office, repeatedly wrote to
SDESA officers in the spring and summer of 1898, pleading for any information on South Dakota's plans for tbe campaign."* She also reported that the
national organization bad received complaints from local suffrage clubs
around South Dakota who had received no news from the state officers and
"do not know whether there is to be a campaign."^' Just one month before
tbe election, national association vice-president Anna Shaw received a request
27. South Dakota Equal Suffrage Mass Convention Program. 25-26 Aug. 1890, ibid.
28. Brown to Susan B. Anthotiy, 3 Sept. 1890, ibid.
29. Nelson to Elizabeth Wardal!, 18 Oct. 1890, ibid.
30. Catt to Anna Simmons, 11 May 1898, Catt to Clare Williams, 11 May, 9 June 1898,
ibid.
31. Can to Williams, 11 May 1898, ibid.
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from state headquarters that she speak in South Dakota. In refusing, she
bluntly stated the position of the national organization: "It is impossible for
me to go to South Dakota at this time, nor do I think it will be of the least
possible use if I were there, for from the conditions of that State, the apathy
and indifference of the people, there has not been any hope of carrying the
State, since the suffragists refused to accept the plans of the National. . . . the
Amendment was asked for contrary to the advice of the National Society,
which thought the State was not yet prepared for it."^^
In die midst of this turmoil, individual field workers continued to travel
the state speaking and organizing local suffrage clubs. The most vivid exampies of the problems they encountered are found in letters between state
headquarters and field workers Ulrikka Bruun and Ida Crouch Hazlett, Both
women began the campaign with pitched enthusiasm and high hopes. Both
ended by resigning and threatening to sue the state association for cheir pay.
Bruun, a veteran of suffrage and W C T U work in other states, often complained to SDESA headquarters of poor planning in the arrangements for her
transportation between speaking engagements. Some circuits were impossible
to complete in the time allowed, and her routing was frequently changed on
shon notice. State headquarters, in turn, objected to her adjusting routes to
accommodate herself.^* A particularly grueling trek through the northeastern
corner of the state proved to be the last straw. Bruun summed up the ordeal
in her letter of resignation. "The Railroad agents in Valley City," she wrote,
"did not know [how] to get me to Britton befor [sic] Saturday Sept. 3rd. Do
you know how I got there on the 1st of Sept at «oow? By traveling on ^ w r different Railroads and driving with 2 mailcoaches (stages) 35 miles." She was
fotced to leave her bagage in Oakes, North Dakota, and walk the ten-mile
stretch between Brookland and Newark, which had no rail or livery service.
"I had to foot it on a roasting hot day, when people [were] ready to die from
heat," she wrote. "If I had wings I could have flown! You had better get a
speaker with wings next time you lay out your routes, my dear lady. Unfortunately, I have none yet, but if I remain under your direction I shall have
them only too soon. . . . How ever you shall not have the privilege to be the
means of my translation yet."'''
Bruun's colleague, Ida Crouch Hazlett, was initially engaged to work in
the Black Hills. She experienced some success in the Keystone area and
32. Anna Shaw to Clara [jid Williams, 17 Oct. 1898, ibid.
33. Clare Williams to Ulrikka Bruun, 13 Sept. 1898, ibid. The Pictder Family Papers contain
many stories of the other difficulties state workers encountered in organizing local meetings,
where ihey had to compete with other small-town organl7.ations and entertainment events. In
addition, the local suffrage supporters were generally overinvolved in any number of other
causes. See, for example, Anna Hyde to Catt, 16 Dec. 1897, Mrs, C. M. Spears to Catt, 13 Jan.
1898, and Mrs. Jeffries to Catt, 14 Dec, 1897. all in Pickler Family Papers.
34. Bruun to Williams, 17 Sept. 1898, ibid.
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between SDESA freld workers and officers during the 1898 suffiage campaign.

Copyright © 1994 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

¡32

South Dakota History

expressed amazement to SDESA secretary Clare Williams when a group of
men transported an organ half a mile up a mountain for a bunkhouse meeting at Saint Elmo." Her elation disappeared, however, when she reached
Deadwood, where she found "no one to do anything. They don't seem to
know how."''' Hazlett concluded: "It will take street speaking to reach the
men, and the women will simply pay no attention to it. . . . 1 hear from the
men themselves . . , that there is great opposition among the working class.
The bills [advertising her meetings] have been torn down with oaths and vulgar words."^''
Hazlett also experienced some of the travel problems that plagued her eastriver coworker. "I have ridden on hand-cars with the section crew," she wrote
to Secretary Williams, "and flagged freights in desolate wildernesses with the
deer jumping around, and ridden on logs on flat cars, and in box cars, and
ridden fifty miles, all night long after the meeting to catch an early stage, and
in carts with the mail carrier, and done other things too numerous to mention." She, too. had begun to doubt the value of her efforts, informing Williams, "Sometimes after my most difficult and expensive trips I would get a
collection of 45 [cents]. The country is thinly settled, the people are ignorant,
and I may say, a good part of them vicious, and the audiences small. Of
course it is winning some votes, but it looks to me like firing a cannon to kill
afly."3«
Hazlett's relations with state headquarters took a turn for the worse after
her transfer to eastern South Dakota in late summer. When she advertised
her appearances in Minnehaha County in the Sioux Falls Argus-Leaeier, an
angry SDESA president Anna Simmons wrote, "You are right in the dead
center of the enemies camp and they now know our plans."'^ Secretary Williams also chastised her, writing, "If we arouse the opposition to work, we are
simply lost . . . had we chosen a confident [sic], the Argus-leader would have
been the last paper in the state which we would have selected." Williams
added, "I am overworked, and four-fifths of my work is trying to persuade
the suffragists of the state that if each one tries to run a campaign of her own
that we shall suffer defeat."^" When Hazlett's efforts to resolve these disagreements failed, she wrote to Williams in mid-October to demand payment on her contract.'"
The Pickler Family Papers also contain material relating to the South
Dakota suffrage campaigns of 1901 and 1908-1909, but these documents
35. Ida Crouch Hazletr to Clare Williams, 26 Apr. 1898, ibid.
36. Hazlett to Williams, 4 May 1898. ibid,
37. Hazlett to Williams, 7 May 1898, ibid.
38. Hazlett to Williams, 26 July 1898, ibid.
39. Anna Simmons to Hazlert, [late Aug, 1898], ibid.
40. Williams to Hazlett, 30 Aug. 1898, ibid.
41. Hazleir to Williams, 16Oci. 1898, ibid.
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Much of the Pickler
Family Papers dating afier ¡930
focus on two of John and Alice
Pickler's granddaughters. Alice
Frad Carkuffis depicted above
on the West Coast during
the 1940s, and Lois Frad
Bull, the collection donor,
appears at right upon
her graduatio n fro m
college in 1937.
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lack the depth and quality of those relating to earlier campaigns. Items dated
after 1910 are largely concerned with more routine matters, especially the
household, school, and business activities of the widowed Alice Pickler and
her children and their spouses. Included, for example, are records of a Redfield automobile dealership managed by Lulu Pickler Frad s husband, William, from 1926 until his death in 1932. After Alice Pickler's death (also in
1932), the collection begins to center on the lives of Lulu Frad's daughters,
Lois and Alice. The largest share of documents dating after 1930 pertain to
Alice Frad's college life, her brief teaching career, and her work in an airplane
defense plant during World War IL
Finally, the Pickler papers contain smatterings of Victoriana and Atnericana in the form of postcards, greeting cards, and valentines; advertisements
for patent-medicine "cures," appliances, and automobiles; travel brochures;
and a collection of plant specimens, to name a few items. In addition, few
major national events passed unheralded in the family correspondence, and
interesting references can be found to events as disparate as tbe World's
Columbian Exposition, the San Francisco earthquake, the dust storms of the
1930s, and the bombing of Pearl Harbor, as well as to personalities as diverse
as cowboy actor William S. Hart, President Theodore Roosevelt, and jazzgreat Louis Armstrong.
The Pickler Family Papers are a large and interesting body of documents,
artifacts, and ephemera. Together with their companion collection, the Humphrey Family Papers, they offer a priceless record of two important South
Dakota families and the historical events they witnessed or influenced.
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