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The E. y. Berry Library-Learning Center

Retired Congressman
Berry (center) and
BHSC President
Freeman (left)
check the library
building during
early stages of
construction.
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The E. Y. Berry Papers; An
Unexpected Resource for Students
of Recent South Dakota History
DAVID B. MILLER

My four years in Spearfish, South Dakota, have left some
strong impressions. Having wandered into the state from the
south and east, I was amazed at how the essence of the frontier
seemed to pervade every comer of the state. Wild Bill and
Calamity Jane peered from every billboard. To the east lay
Wounded Knee, Standing Rock, Fort Pierre, and a host of
historical sites, virtually all linked to that mystical frontier. If
the Marlboro Man were alive and well in America, surely this
was the place.
Soon, however, this deification of the frontier began to lose
some of its charm. As a historian whose major interest was
twentieth-century America, I began to fear that I had immigrated to a historical wasteland. A glance at the hterature of
South Dakota history seemed to confirm this suspicion. Aside
from the efforts of Gilbert Fite, scattered journal articles, and a
sprinkling of theses produced at graduate schools in the state,
the recent history of South Dakota was virgin ground. Surely
something of significance had happened in the state since the
last stage left Deadwood. Why the lack of interest in South
Dakota's recent past?
Eventually the source of the problem became apparent.
Resources for students of recent South Dakota history were
limited. Libraries were restricted by tight budgets. Physical
facilities were small and incapable of handling the flood of
public documents, which provide part of the recent historian's
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raw material. Because of the preoccupation with frontier
history, many of these limited resources were channeled in that
direction. And, perhaps more frustrating, there was an acute
shortage of manuscript materials. Except for the papers of
Senator Peter Norbeck, access to personal papers of recent
leaders in the state was limited.
Recent gifts of large manuscript collections to Dakota State
College and Black Hills State College have, perhaps, inaugurated
a trend that will open personal papers of prominent figures in
the state to researchers. The Karl Mundt Collection at Madison
and the E.Y. Berry Collection at Spearfish provide an extensive
record of virtually all aspects of life in South Dakota during the
past several decades. In addition, both Dakota State and Black
Hills State have new library facilities, as does South Dakota
School of Mines and Technology in Rapid City. Through the
South Dakota Oral History Project, administered by the State
Department of History and the University of South Dakota, an
extensive verbal record is being compiled, including interviews
with persons prominent in recent events in the state. For the
first time, abundant resources are becoming available for
students of recent South Dakota history.
The E.Y. Berry Collection represents a first for Black Hills
State College, for when the Berry Papers arrived, the library had
its first collection of manuscripts. Some persons expressed
surprise at Berry's decision to house the collection at Black
Hills State. To experienced members of the Black Hills State
staff, however. Berry's choice was no surprise. They knew that
E.Y. Berry and the college have been long-time acquaintances.
A close friendship between Berry and the late Dr. Russell Jonas,
who was president of Black Hills State from 1942 until 1967Í
focused Berry's attention on the institution in the eariy 1940s!
When Berry was appointed to the South Dakota Board of
Regents in 1947, he became Black Hills State's regent designate.
AI Hall, director of information at the college, was a member of
Berry;s congressional staff in Washington before enrolling as a
student at Black Hills State. He recalled that Berry infiuenced
his decision to come to the Spearfish campus. Thus, when it
appeared that Congressman Berry might leave politics in early
1968, Director of Special Services Dr. Charles Schad suggested
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Former Conp-essinan Berry (center), cataloger David Miller (teft), and Dr. Edwin Erickson
(right), director of the E.Y. Berry Library-Learning Center, examining the collection.

to President M.N. Freeman that the college offer to provide a
depository for Berry's congressional papers. This proposal went
into abeyance when Berry decided to seek another term in the
1968 election. By March 1970 it was apparent that Congressman Berry would close his career with the adjournment of the
Ninety-first Congress. Al Hall and Charles Schad traveled to
Washington to present a formal proposal that the papers be
given to Black Hills State. Congressman Berry agreed, and the
papers began to arrive at Spearfish in the spring of 1971, I was
assigned to assist in cataloging them.
First stop in this assignment was the Congressional
Directory. It is remarkable how much information biographical
sketches in the Congressional Directory can provide without
giving the sliglitest insiglU into the essence of the individual
congressman. Party labels are always supplied, but in a system
that houses Nelson Rockefeller and Barry Goldwater in the
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same party and has J. Strom Thurmond jumping in, John
Lindsay jumping out, and Wayne Morse jumping everywhere,
political party labels are not very enUghtening. The
Congressional Directory dutifully notes aU the geographical
stops in the congressman's career, but this is not much help.
The most provincial person that I have known came from
Manhattan (New York not Kansas) and considered himself a
suave, cosmopolitan gift to the world. At a glance former
Vice-president Alben Barkley could easily be dismissed as a
hopeless hayseed, but during Barkley's long career, many urban
politicians paid dearly for underestimating him. The
congressman's memberships in organizations and fraternal
orders are listed in agonizing detail. The question is-which ones
matter and which do not.
The image of E.Y. Berry presented in the Congressional
Directory fits the stereotype well. EUis Yameil Berry was bom
in Larch wood, Iowa, on 6 October 1902. His parents were
WiUiam S. and Kitty (Teghtmeyer) Berry. Berry's career as a
student eventually took him to Morningside CoUege at Sioux
City, Iowa, during the period from 1920 to 1922, and he
received an LL.B. degree from the University of South Dakota
in 1927. He was admitted to the South Dakota bar during the
same year. On 4 March 1928 Berry and Rose Hartinger were
married. The marriage produced two children, Robert Ellis and
Nila Lee. Berry began his law practice at McLaughlin, South
Dakota, in 1929. He expanded his activities to include
newspaper pubUshing when he purchased the McLaughlin
Messenger in 1938. His newspaper holdings would eventuaUy
include the Corson County News published at Mclntosh, South
Dakota. During the 1930s Berry also served as state's attorney
and county judge for Corson County. His first significant
success in poUtics came in 1938, when he was elected to the
South Dakota state senate. He was reelected in 1940. During
the period from 1941 to 1944 Berry served on the Missouri
River States Commission. In 1947 he was appointed to the
South Dakota State Board of Regents, and he served in this
position until his election to Congress from the Second District
of South Dakota in 1950. During ten terms of service, spanning
the years from 1951 to 1971, Berry was involved in a wide
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variety of legislative matters. His participation in professional
and fraternal organizations has been extensive. He is a member
of the American and South Dakota Bar Associations, the South
Dakota Press Association, Lambda Chi Alpha, Delta Theta Phi,
Sigma Delta Phi, the Masons, Commandery, Consistory, and
Shrine. Thus does the Congressional Directory describe E.Y.
Berry. Very similar biographical sketches could have been
written about Abraham Lincoln and Aaron Burr in the midst of
their political careers.
The Berry Papers do a rather nice job of revealing the
ninety-nine percent of the congressman that lies submerged
beneath the pro forma biographical sketch. Although not a
trained archivist, I have developed the belief, while processing
the collection, that it is an honest set of papers. I offer this
judgment based only on practical experience. I have done
research in some collections that did not appear to be very
honest. The Arthur Capper Papers, held by the Kansas State
Historical Society at Topeka, Kansas, representan example of a
dishonest set of papers. This statement is not intended to be a
reflection on the Kansas State Historical Society. The society
undoubtedly has exactly what Senator Capper gave it. The
point is that Senator Capper did not give it everything. The
Herbert Hoover Papers and other collections contain many
letters written by Capper, which do not appear in the Capper
Papers. Quite often these missing letters contain Capper's
views on controversial issues. Those who know the story of the
Warren Harding Papers are famihar with more blatant instances
of dishonesty in the preservation of historical manuscripts.
Shortly after the president's death in 1923, Mrs. Harding and
Doc Sawyer, the president's physician, simply burned portions
of Harding's papers.
There is no evidence of pillaging or burning in the Berry
Papers. Although Berry still has two boxes of personal letters in
his possession, there is abundant evidence in the collection at
Black Hills State that there has been no culling designed to
fashion E.Y. Berry into South Dakota's answer to George
Washington. In the papers are statements by Berry that would
offend many groups in the state. Berry's prediction, written in
the 1950s to Senator Karl Mundt, that George McGovern would
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bite off more than he could chew politically by running for
Congress evokes a chuckle. Items in the collection indicate that
political reality sometimes forced Berry to compromise when he
did not want to. The avant garde of "New Left Historians"
would call that "copping out." By his own admission in letters
in the collection. Berry sometimes made deals with individuals
for whom he felt a deep personal disUke. Moreover, his clearly
stated conservative and rural-oriented political philosophy,
which runs as a fairly constant theme through the twenty years
encompassed by the collection, will probably appear a bit
quaint to the urban and reform-oriented historians of the next
generation. The forceful and unapologetic fashion in which
Berry states his philosophy in many documents in the collection, however, leaves the impression that he is not reluctant
to be labeled conservative and mral-oriented. The image of
Berry that emerges from the collection seems blunt and
forthright. Here is E.Y. Berry, conservative Republican South
Dakota politician. Berry's close acquaintances believe that this
is an apt description of him, and this is how his papers picture
him.
The Berry Collection is extensive. Papers in the collection
consume 144 boxes. Since each box contains approximately
two linear feet of records, the papers, when transferred to
standard manuscript boxes, will probably comprise about
three-hundred linear feet of records. Also included in the
collection is a complete hardbound set of the Congressional
Record for the Eighty-second to the Ninety-first Congresses,
hardbound copies of the House Journal for these Congresses,
and a number of other hard and paper volumes of congressional
documents compiled during the period of Berry's congressional
career. Approximately two-hundred volumes from Berry's
personal library are included in the collection. Photographic
materials in the files are numerous. There are approximately
one-hundred framed black and white photos, hundreds of color
slides, and four cans of sixteen millimeter movie film. Also
included are approximately one-hundred tape recordings. In
addition, there are framed diplomas, certificates of election, and
honorary awards presented to Berry.
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College employees stack the 250 boxes and crates
of material comprising the Berry Collection.

Within the bulk of resources described above is a vast
quantity of source material for students of recent South Dakota
history. The largest section of the collection consists of
torty-nine boxes of papers dealing with Indian legislation and
other Indian-related matters that were considered by Congressman Berry. The most significant feature of this secfion of the
collection is the comprehensive view of Indian life on South
Dakota reservafions that the papers provide. Reservation politics, depression and unemployment, efforts at the development
of mdustry, and problems related to Indian land holdings
provide the topics for thousands of pieces of correspondence.
Bureau of Indian Affairs communications, and congressional
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documents. The disruptive impact that the Missouri River dam
development exerted on reservation life during the 1950s and
early 1960s is vividly depicted. Scattered through the Indian
materials are pamphlets, clippings, and congressional documents
dealing with Indian history and archaeology. There are also
separate files containing correspondence and clippings related to
controversial episodes such as the Thomas White Hawk and
Norman Little Brave incidents. Many students of Indian history
in South Dakota will find research in the collection rewarding.
The legislative files, which comprise another major segment
of the collection, are difficult to characterize in a few sentences.
The boxes in this section contain drafts of bills introduced by
Berry, correspondence related to the bills, comments on the
bills by the press, and chppings of materials from the
Congressional Record. Files are separated into individual congressional sessions and are arranged in numeral sequence for
each session. Under the circumstances there is no correlation
between bill numbers and topics considered in the bills. Finding
aids being prepared will allow researchers to find bills dealing
with specific topics without wandering through entire files for
each congressional session. Examination of the topics on which
most of Berry's proposals focused provides an insight into his
conception of the primary interests of the Second District.
Many of the bills deal with Indian affairs, farmers' and ranchers'
problems, public works developments for the district, and
provisions for special events and observances, such as the
Territorial Centennial Celebration in 1961. The structure of
these files would make it rather simple to compile a legislative
batting average for Berry and to compare his performance in the
legislative arena with that of his colleagues in Congress during
the 1950s and the 1960s.
It is equally difficult to describe the departmental files in
the collection in a few glib sentences. From the viewpoint of
the students of South Dakota history, some sections of these
materials will be of particular interest. Students of the
conservation movement in the state will be rewarded by
research in the Department of the Interior and Forest Service
files. The Department of Agriculture and Farm Credit Administration files hold items of interest for the agricultural historian.
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Department of Commerce files contain much of interest to
researchers tracing the course of the long-lived and often
frustrating efforts to further industrial development in South
Dakota. Most of the papers in this portion of the collection
provide insight into the frustrations of a congressman attempting to wring policy statements from the federal bureaucracy.
There are twelve boxes containing the portions of Berry's
papers dealing with miUtary affairs. A random sampling of items
in this section provides some insight into pressures on a
congressman's time. Looking after the interests of veterans and
men on active duty and filling positions at the service academies
required thousands of pieces of correspondence during Berry's
twenty years in Congress. Frankly, the task of wading through
this material was somewhat dull and tedious. Nevertheless, the
residents of the Second District will be able, if it strikes their
fancy, to discover how Grandpa Smith got his disabled veteran's
pension, why Uncle Frank was unable to be transferred
expeditiously from Korea to EUsworth Air Force Base, and how
Cousin WiUiam managed to win an appointment to Annapolis.
Materials dealing with a broad variety of other topics fiU the
remaining boxes in the collection. Berry had a keen interest in
the impact of tariffs on the American economy. There are
several boxes of rather speciaUzed material on this subject.
There is an extensive file containing detailed materials on the
old Badlands gunnery range. Other files contain all of Berry's
congressional newsletters and a large number of publicity
releases and other prepared materials distributed by his
Washington office. Several boxes of detailed reference matter
on the American wool industry are included in this section.
Other files deal with the efforts of various Second District
residents to find jobs on the federal payroU.
The other materials in the collection remain largely unexplored. Berry and his son Bob have spent an afternoon
struggling with the problem of identifying thousands of faces in
photographs dating back, in some cases, to the early 1950s. The
task remains largely unfinished. Tape recordings, motion picture
films, and color shdes await inspection. Two boxes of Berry's
personal letters and some books and artifacts wUl be added to
the collection after his death.
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Incorporators of the E. Y. Berry Historical and Educational Foundation. Left to
right around table arc Al Hall, Spearfish: Rev. Dick Ward, Deadwood: Rep. James
Jetbert. Spearftsh; Berry; Joe Trotter, Provo: Freeman: Bob Lee, Sturgis: and
Dr. Oiarles Schad, Spearfish. John Larson, Chamberlain, not shown.

The E.Y. Berry Educational and Historical Foundation was
recently established to encourage research in the Berry Collection and to further general educational objectives, particularly in the social sciences, at Black Hills State College. Patterned
after the Karl Mundt Foundation, the Berry Foundation is still
involved in the process of getting organized.
This, then, is the "unexpected" resource for students of
recent South Dakota history. All in all, the collection represents
a very complete set of congressional materials. The processing
of the papers slowly continues in the suite in Pangbum Hall
while the E.Y. Berry Library-Learning Center rises in the center
of the Black Hills State campus. The collection should be ready
for researchers when the new library is completed in late 1972.
At that time, the papers will be located in their own special
quarters and finding aids to assist researchers should be
completed. It appears that the collection will be open without
restrictions to researchers. While the facilities will not rival
those of the National Archives or the Library of Congress, it
should be noted that hunting deer or fishing for trout cannot be
done within a mile of those institutions.
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