
Those in Reserve Also Serve:
The South Dakota National
Guard during the Korean War

Steven J. Bucklin

The war in Korea from 1950 to 1953 is often charaaerized as
America's "forgotten war." Millions of American men and women
served their country, in fact, served the free world, during those
three years. Yet, until recently, scholarship has been limited to a
few paragraphs in textbooks, a few biographies of the "big men"
who directed the war, and military histories of the battles. Among
the 'forgotten" individuals are those who served outside the com-
bat zone. Like other reserve forces throughout the United States,
the soldiers of the South Dakota National Guard stood ready to
go to Korea. Instead, they were called to other points across the
globe where they served American militaiy strategy by helping to
deter possible Soviet action should the Korean conflict mush-
room into a wider war. Members of the South Dakota National
Guard trained for warfare in the terrain and environment of Alas-
ka, worked in West Germany and France as part of the newly
formed North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) deterrent
force, and supported the bomber wing at Rapid City (now Ells-
worth) Air Force Base in tlie event it was called to intercept
enemy planes in either the United States or abroad.

The roots of the National Guard in the twentieth century
reach back to the colonial militias of the Revolutionary War
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era. As part of the rearrangement of the United States military
following the Spanish-American War, the Militia, or Dick, Act
(1903) gave the federal government authority to equip, finance,
and train state militia units to ensure their compatibility with
United States Ai-my forces. With the additional provisions set
down in the National Defense Acts of 1916 and 1920.' the state
guards thus became an effective reserve component of the
army, "capable of immediate expansion to war strength, able
to furnish units fit for service anywhere in the world, trained
and equipped."^ In the post-World War II era, National Guard
enlistees received a regular monthly check, training one night
per week at the local armory and two weeks in the summer at
an active-duty military base in return for the obligation to serve
when called in the course of a national or state emergency.'

That the South Dakota National Guard remained fit to fulfill
its missions following World War II was due in large part to Pres-
ident Harry S Truman's response to the rapid demobilization of
the American military. In mid-1945, there were 12 million peo-
ple in the United States armed forces; by 1947, just 1.5 million
remained. Tmman declared that the situation "was no longer
demobilization—it was disintegration of our armed forces."' By
1950, Tmman had turned things around. The president wanted
to ensure that the country could provide an effective military
response to Soviet aggression in what he considered to be a bipo-
lar competition between free nations and the Communist bloc. An
important part of his plan was the National Guard.

As early as 1946, tlie National Guard was scheduled to achieve
and maintain a level double its prewar strength, and the South
Dakota guard was no exception. State Adjutant General Edward
A. Beckwith informed Governor M, Q, Sharpe that the War Depart-
ment had asked South Dakota to maintain a troop strength of
4,351 personnel, twice the number tlie state had mainuiined
before World War II. The state was also authorized to reorganize
its gLiard into a tactically complete unit consisting of the 175th

1. Orland A. Rotliiísberjíer, "A History- of the South Dakota National Guard" (M.A. thesis,
University- of Soutli Dakota. 19S9), pp. 1. 4-6, 69-70.

2. South Dakota, Biennial Rtport of the Acijiitanl General. 1 Jufy 1952 to 30 June 1954. p. 4.
3. Ibid, p. 5; Rothlisberger. "History of the South Dakota National Guard," p, 70.
4. Quoted in Mary Beth Norton, et al., A People and a Nation: A History of the United

Slates, 2d ed. (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1986), p. 833.
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Fighter Squadron with its auxiliary units; the 196th Regimental
Combat Team (consisting of the 196th Infantry Regiment, I47th
Field Artillery Battalion, and 200tli Fngineer Combat Company);
the 109th Fngineer Combat Battalion; the 2l6th Ordnance Main-
tenance Company; and the 147th Artillery Group Field Band.'̂

In 1950, annual training for the reorganized guard occurred
just as long-simmering tensions in Korea began to boil. At the
conclusion of World War II, Soviet forces had accepted Japanese
surrender in Korea north of the thirty-eighth parallel, while Amer-
ican forces did the same for the Japanese south of the line. Both
portions of Korea subsequently declared themselves sovereign
nations, each aligning with the superpower that had occupied it
from 1945 to 1949. Envisioning a united Korea under Commu-
nist control, thousands of troops of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea (North Korea) invaded the Republic of Korea
(South Korea) early on the morning of 25 June 1950."

Anson A. Yeager, long-time editor of the Sioujc Falls Daily
ArgLis-Leaäer and then a young officer in the I47th Field Artillery,
recalled hearing the news while getting ready for bivouac at Fair-
mont, Minnesota, en route home from annual guard training at
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. Just over two months later, all but two
South Dakota Army and Air National Guard units were ordered
into active military duty. The 196th Regimental Combat Team was
inducted into federal service on 1 September 1950, followed two
days later by the 109th Engineer Combat Battalion. The 175th
Fighter Squadron and its auxiliary, the 175th Weather Station,
were inducted in March 1951. The period of active military ser-
vice for Army National Guard units was extended from twenty-
one to t^^enty-four months on 29 August 1951 for enlisted men
and on 13 November 1951 for officers and warrant officers."

For most South Dakotans, Korea was not even remotely
imaginable, and most guard members scheduled for activation

5. SioiiX Falls Daily Argus-Zeader, 12 July 1946; Biennial Report of ifoe Adjutant General,
1 July 1944 to 30 June 1946, pp. 5-6, I July 1946 to 30June 1948. p. 4.

6. Tlionias G. Paterson, J. Garry Clifford, and Kenneth J. Hagan, American Foreign Rela-
tions: A History since 1895, 4th ed, {Lexington, Mass,: D. C, Heath, 1995). p. 316.

7. "NaiTative History of the 147th Field Artillery Bn., Post World War II to 31 March 1951."
p. 6, Box 367i)A, Folder 263, South Dakota National Guard (SDNG) Collection. South Dako-
ta State Histurical Sndety (SDSHS), Pierre, S.Dak.; Biennial Report of ¡he Adjutant General.
¡July 1950 to 30June ¡952. p. 3 (see Appendix 1 for a complete list of unit.s called to fed-
eral service during the Korean Conflict),
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anticipated a completely new experience. Responses to the ac-
tivation orders were mixed. Wliile military service was an
honor and a privilege in the minds of most South Dakotans,
many also remembered the last time men were called and the
price they paid for freedom. One news report from Pierre
recorded the initial reactions of those whom the activation
affected most directly. A few individuals headed for the near-
est bar. One woman asked if the news was true. Assured that
it was, she declared, 'There goes my husband." Another resi-
dent worried that the local fire department would be gutted, as
most of its members were due to ship out. One man who
would .soon be in uniform said resignedly, "There goes me.""

Where he expected to go was to a physically and culturally
remote little nation that had been on the minds of America's
Cold War policymakers for some time. George Kennan, the
State Department mastermind behind the policy of isolating
and "containing" the Communist Soviet Union, had posited that
the United States should respond with "the adroit and vigilant
application of counterforce" wherever the Soviets showed signs
of "encroaching upon the interests of a peaceful world.'"" Unit-
ed States foreign policy and military leaders had little doubt
that the Soviets were behind the North Korean attack, with one
State Department official calling the relationship between the
Soviet Union and North Korea "the same as that between Walt
Disney and Donald Duck."'̂ ' President Truman responded imme-
diately to aid the South Koreans and contain the spread of Cotn-
munism, sending in General Douglas MacArthur with United
States forces based in Japan.

Early in August 1950, iMacArthur and his troops established
themselves along the Pusan Perimeter in southea.stern South
Korea. One month later, on 15 September 1950, MacArthur
launched a daring amphibious operation far behind North Kore-
an lines at Inchon. From there, United States forces retook the
South Korean capital of Seoul and moved rapidly across the
peninsula. By late September, American troops had advanced
to the thirty-eighth parallel. Truman, with the support of Sec-
retary of State Dean Acheson and the United Nations (UN),

8. Watertown Public Opinion, 2 Aug. 1950.
9. George F. Kennan, Memoirs, I925-7950 <Bo.ston: Little. Brown & Co., 1967), p. 359.

10, Quoted in Paterson, Clifford, and Hagan, American Foreign Relalions, p. 317.
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then authorized MacArthur to cross the line and eliminate the
communist government of North Korea.

It was there that United States political and military leaders
got more than they had believed was in the bargain. The Peo-
ple's Republic of China had warned that it would take any
attempt to subvert the North Korean government as an attack
on Chinese interests. Even though the United States did begin
to activate its National Guard units, American officials had
given the warning short shrift, and MacArthur contemptuously
observed that China did not even have an air force. It did have
people, however, and on 19 October, two hundred fifty thou-
sand Chinese troops crossed the Yalu River, the border between
China and North Korea, striking United States forces on 26
October and quickly retreating.

On 8 November, American B-29 bombers attacked bridges
on the Yalu. On 24 November, MacArthur ordered his troops to
push to the Yalu in a major offensive operation. Two days later,
the Chinese stmck back in force, devastating MacArthur's
troops. Within a matter of weeks, UN forces were pushed back
to the thirty-eighth parallel and eventually below it. MacArthur,
who had predicted that the soldiers would be home for Christ-
mas, now faced a completely different war, one with the poten-
tial to bring the United States and the Soviet Union into direct
conflict. Military planners who had anticipated the possibility
of a Red Army tlirust into Western Europe, or even a Soviet
invasion of North America via Alaska, feared such contingen-
cies would soon come to pass."

For the three components of the 196th Regimental Combat
Team of the South Dakota National Guard, these fears led to
activation and a trip to Camp Carson, Colorado, to prepare for
deployment. In the months prior to deployment, the South
Dakota National Guard had rnoved quickly to meet its strength
allotment of approximately thirty-five hundred officers and
enlisted personnel. Turnover rates were high. According to the
adjutant general's report for 1 July 1948 to 30 June 1950, 4,906
men had enlisted and another 2,964 had been discharged, leav-

11. Ibid.. pp. 320-21; Alexander DeConde, A History of American Foreign Policy: Global
Power (1900 to Ihe Present), 3d ed. (New York: Charles Scribnt-r's Sons, 1978), pp. 246-48.
For more information on Chinese involvement, set? james Stokesbury. A Short History of the
Korean lFöi-(New York; William Morrow & Co., 1988), pp. 97-112.
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ing a net strength of 1,942. Similarly, 347 officers and warrant
officers had been appointed and 117 had separated, leaving
230. Draftees, volunteers, and an "invasion" of replacements
from Texas that arrived at Camp Carson in October and Novem-
ber rapidly filled the vacant slots. By Christmas, all thirty-five
units of the South Dakota army guard, including the 196th,
were up to strength.'^

The 196th Regimental Combat Team reported to Camp Car-
son from various points in South Dakota. The I47th Field
Artillery Battalion motor convoy left Sioux Falls for Camp Car-
son on 5 September 1950. Those traveling on the troop train the
next afternoon assembled at the city coliseum downtown and
marched to the Milwaukee depot dressed in their "suntan"
khakis. The two groups arrived at Camp Carson just a few hours
apart. Members of Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
Third Battalion, 196th Infantry Regiment, had their personal
gear and equipment packed for deployment when their armory
in Edgemont was flooded with three feet of water. After clean-
ing and repacking and being treated to a buffalo barbecue and
street dance by the community, they boarded their troop train
for Camp Carson. The community of Madison treated the men
of Company I, 196th Infantry, to a similar send-off. On the
evening of 1 September 1950, the local American Legion post
sponsored a banquet and dance for the men, their families, and
friends at a Lake Madison resort. One week later, the men
boarded buses for Yankton, where they took a troop train to
Colorado." In Miller, the high school band and a "large delega-
tion of citizens" bid farewell to Company L on the night of 7
September.'"

12. Roben G. Webh. "Coyote Heritage; The South Dakota National Guard in the Korean
War, 1950-1952" (typescript), p. 2. author's collection; Bieimtal Repart of the Adjutant Gen-
eral, IJuly 1948 to 30June 1950. p. 2; "Nanative History of Headquarters Battery." p. 4, Box
3670A, Folder 264, SDNG Colleaion; "Unit History, HcadquanL-rs and He-adquarters Co..
Third Battalion," n.p., Box 3669B, Folder 258, SDNG Collection. Between 1950 and 1952. (he
following additional amiy guard units were allotted lo the slate: Headquarters and Head-
quaners Company, 139th Transportation Truck Battalion; the 727th, 740th, and 74ibi Trans-
portation Tmck Companies; and the 128tli Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion. Biennial Report üf
the Adjutant General. ¡July 1950 to 30 June 1952, p. 2-

13. "History of Headquarters—147lh Field Artillery Battalion." in 196lh Regimental Com-
bat Team (n.p., n-dj, unpaginated; "Unit History, Headquarters and Headquarters Co., Third
Battalion," n,p.; "Unit History. Co. i." pp. 2-3, Box 36691Í, Folder 259, SDNG Collection.

14. "tJnil History, Co- L," p. 2, Box 3670A, Folder 261, SDNG Collection.
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The area of Camp Carson assigned to the 196th had not been
used since World War II and was boarded up when the men
arrived. Brigadier General Richmond Noble, former assistant
adjutant general for South Dakota then serving with G Compa-
ny of Redfield, recalled that renovation was the group's initial
duty. Nicknamed after the state animai, the Soutli Dakota "Coy-
otes" spruced up their area in short order through hard work
and sly trades with other units for materials," Like the brigadier
general. Captain Anson A. Yeager, commander of Headquarters
Battery, observed that the first order of business was "house-
keeping." The Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce had raised
$250 for the I47th to use as necessary, and the outfit purchased
day-room furniture with the funds. During their first ten days at
camp, the men also endured rains that local residents declared

15. Raymond O. Nelson, Warrant Officer Junior Grade NGUS, Assistant Adjuüint 196th
[ntanir>' Regiment, lo Governor George T. .Mickelson, 28 July 1950, Box 55, SDNG Historical
Resource Collection, Beulah Williams Library; Northern State University, Aberdeen, S.Dak.;
interview of Richmond Noble by Roben G. Webb, 6 June 1977, Box 17, NG 77-18, and inter-
view of Richard Pinkerton by Robert G. Webb, 9 Mar. 1977, Box 17, NG 77-2, both in SDNG
Oral History Project. Beulah Williams Library. The historian for Company B of Mitchell
observed ihal his group spent the first week cleaning the buildings and siirroimding area.
"Unir History, Co. B," p. 5, Box 3669B, Folder 250, SDNG Collection.

General Mark Clark fin cap) and Colonel Kenneth ft. Scurr fin helmet)
watch the men of the 196th train on the Camp Caryon rifle range in 1950.
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the worst in years.'^ The author of the unit history for Com-
pany C of Yankton found the facilities problematic but
observed that the surrounding country lent itself to a variety
of military training. "The rolling terrain," he wrote, "broken
by abrupt ridges and crev[i]ces to the south of the garrison
and the jagged rocky mountain cliffs to the west offer[sl near-
ly any of the types of terrain that may be [e]ncountered in the
future."'' Obviously, he was anticipating a future in Korea.

The men of the 19óth Regimental Combat Team trained
at Camp Carson under commanding officer Colonel Ken-
neth R. Scurr, who by 1950 had acquired a distinguished ser-
vice record. Born in Crestón, Iowa, in 1896, Scurr graduated
from Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) at Fort Snelling,
Minnesota, in 1917 and served as a second and first lieutenant
with the 10th Field Artillery, Third Division, in World War I.
He joined the South Dakota National Guard in 1921, becom-
ing commander of Battery C, I47th Field Artillery Regiment in
1922, a position he held until 1938. He became executive offi-
cer of the 147th in 1940 and served as acting regimental com-
mander until 1944. During World War 11, Scurr served in the
Dutch East Indies, Australia, New Guinea, the Bismarck Arch-
ipelago, and the Philippine Islands. He was promoted to colonel
in October 1945 and separated from the service in December of
the same year. He was reappointed as commander of the
19óth Regimental Combat Team in 1946. In civilian life, Scurr
was a structural engineer with the South Dakota Highway
Commission, state bridge engineer, a Mason, past commander
of the American Legion, and a member of the South Dakota
Military Board. In short, he was a man with connections.'**

Several months into their service at Camp Carson, Scurr and
his troops were reassigned to Alaska. Scurr was a personal
friend of General J. Lawton ("Lightning Joe") Collins, army
chief of staff in 1950, and rumors circulated that the colonel
had capitalized on the friendship to secure stateside service for
the 196th. General Collins did, in fact, visit Camp Carson on 30
September 1930 and spoke to the 196th on "The Duties of Non-

16. "History of Headquarters—147th Field Artillery Regiment." in 196th Regimental Com-

hat Team; "Unit History, Headquarters and Headquarters Co., Third Battalion," n. p.
17. "Unit Hisiory. Co. C," p. 4. Box 3(T69B, Folder 251, SDNG Colleccion.
18. "Personal History of Col. K. R. Scurr," in lS)6th Regimental Combat Team.
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Colonel Kenneth R. Scurr,
commander of the 296th

Regimental Combat Team, was
a veteran of both world wars.

commissioned Officers." Historian Robert G. Webb discussed
the allegation with retired guardsman Fred J. Brown during a 1
June 1977 interview for the South Dakota National Guard Oral
History Project. Brown insisted he had never heard the rumor
and that as sergeant major of Headquarters Company of the 1st
Battalion he would have. At least one person disagreed.
Colonel Guy N. Harding, who at the time commanded Com-
pany D of the 196th, told Webb that Scurr had indeed used his
influence with Collins to get the 196th assigned to Alaska.
According to Harding, Scurr argued that service in Korea pre-
sented the potential for casualties out of proportion to the
state's population. In any event, the 196th left Camp Carson in
July 1951 and arrived at Haines, Alaska, on 3 August 1951.'̂

19. Stokesbury, Short History of the Korean War, p. 67; "Chronological Order of Events,
196Eh RCT," in 19()tb Regimental Combat Team; "Unit History, Co. D." p. 6, Box 3669B, Fold-
er 252, SDNG Collection; interview of Fred J. Brown by Roben G. Webb, 1 lune 1977, Box
14, NG 78-58, and interview of Guy Harding by Robert G. Webb, 31 May 1977, Box 16, NG
77-13, both in SDNG Oral History Project; Webb. "Coyote Heritage." p. 3. Of course, many
South Dakotans did go to Korea. See Gerald W. Wolff, ed., "The Korean War Journal of Uoyd
R. Moses," Soutb Dakota Historical Coliectinns 40 (1980): 221-97. Members of the South
Dakota anny and air guard were also pulled to fill slots in units stationed in Korea.
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One guardsman had more reason than his fellow soldiers to
be pleased with the orders not to deploy to Korea. During
World War II, Ted Spaulding had been a Japanese prisoner of
war in Korea until liberated in September 1945.'̂  Nearly every
man agreed, however, that the trip to Haines, Alaska, aboard
the USS Marine Adder was not a pleasant one. Despite the fact
that the journey up the Alaskan coast was smooth, with only
three or four "casualties" from seasickness, the Marine Adder
was an old transport with uncomfortable berths, bad food, and
miserable crowding. Warren ("Spike") Thommen, mess steward
of Company E, 196th Infantry, observed that meals onboard
consisted of peas, carrots, wieners, mashed potatoes, bread
and butter, and coffee three times a day. Another group of
South Dakota guardsmen traveled on the Private Sadao Mune-
mori where, according to Dean Mann of Headquarters Battery,
1st Battalion, 147th Field Artillery, and future assistant adjutant
general for the state, the chow was good.'' Once arrived, the
Coyotes found the Territory of Alaska (eight years prior to
statehood) beautiful, even after their stay in the scenic Col-
orado Rockies. "In comparison with some of the peaks here.
Pike's Peak would look like an ant-hill," wrote Captain E. O.
Scham and Private First Class J. P. McKay of Company H, 2d
Battalion, 196th Infantry, to the Watertown Public Opinion.
They also marveled at the red salmon, some of which '"were
three to four feet long and weighed 30 to 35 pounds."^-

Upon disembarking at Haines, the 196th was immediately
plunged into training in an exercise called Operation Totem
Pole, which lasted from 3 to 25 August 1951 and required the
196th to move from Haines to Fort Richardson, a distance of
eight hundred miles. With regular army forces playing the enemy,
the exercise tested the South Dakota unit's ability to maintain
supply lines during the longest overland movement of any
army unit since World War II. At Fort Richardson, the South

20. Interview of Ted Spaulding by Robert G. Webb, 5 June 1979. Box 17, NG 79-75, SDNG Oral
History Projea. Spaulding cliaracierized tlie Alaska experience as one of tax di'iciplint, recalling that
one officer broiif̂ ht ca.se.s of iKxjZf lor his fellow .soldiers, a senice that no field manual .sanctioned.

21. Watertoivn Public Opinion, 17 Sept. 1951; interview of Reno TunnklitT by Rolxrrt G.
Webb, 14 June 1979. Box 15. NG 79-79, interview of Warren Thommen by Roi>ert G. Webb.
16 May 1977, Box 17, NG 77-8. and interview of Dean Mann by Roben G. Webb, 5 June
1978, Box 19, NG 78-42, all in SDNG Oral History Project; KothUsberger, "History oí [he
South Dakota National Guard," p. 88.

22. Watertmvn Public C^inion, 17 Sept. 1951.
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Dakotans were just eight miles from Anchorage, a city of
11,600 inhabitants. It was a rough city in many respects, with
ninety-four bars along the main street, most of which operated
around the clock. There were miners, gamblers, construction
workers, prostitutes, and all the other people who make up a
frontier community. And there were military personnel. Hous-
ing for dependents was in short supply and expensive. Rent for
a single room was $150 per month, well over double the cost
of a typical house payment in South Dakota. The cost of food
and clothing was also higher than what the Coyotes were used
to back home or at Camp Carson. Fortunately, the commissary
charged prices more in line with those in South Dakota, and
personnel with dependents received an additional cost-of-Uv-
ing allowance of $5.75 per day. Those who did not take off-
base housing were billeted first in a makeshift tent city where
uneven ground and inadequate heating caused considerable
hardship. Eventually, new^ cement barracks provided more com-
fortable mess halls, company orderly rooms, classrooms, stor-
age, and quarters. The 147th Field Artillery and the tank and
mortar company were housed in older quonset huts.-'

In Alaska, much of the training for the 196th focused on arc-
tic survival, and the Coyotes were issued "parkas, pile jackets,
skiing equipment, footwear and large gloves for cold weather."^''
The group was also tested for competency in a number of ways.
Similar to Operation Totem Pole, Operation White Sox moved a
portion of the troops from Anchorage to Fairbanks early in 1952
in order to test the ability of battalion-size units to operate in the
dead of winter. There were also events such as the aggressor-
team demonstration on 22-23 January 1951, a joint air-ground
maneuver on 28-29 April 1951, and visits from dignitaries such
as Secretary of the Army Frank Pace, Jr., on 6 April 1951, Over-
all, Ú\Q regular army umpires responsible for assessing perfor-
mance commended the 196th Regimental Combat Team for high
morale, ijitegrity, tactics, and weapons efficiency. '̂'

Just one month before the secret:iry of the army visited Alas-
ka, President Truman had also ordered the South Dakota Air

23, Webb, "Coyote Heritage," p, 3; Watertotmi Puhlic Opinion. 20 Dec. 1951; interview with
Bob Barias imá Richard Mikolajczyk, 196th Comliat Team Reunion, Pierre. S.Dak., H Sepi, 1999.

24. Watertown PiMlc Opinion, 20 Dec. 1951,
25- Interview of Noble; "Chronological Order of Events, 196th RCT"; Watertown Public

Cpinion, 17 Sept., 20 Dec. 1951.
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National Guard, the youngest branch of the state guard, into
active duty. The task of organizing the new branch following
World War II had fallen to Joe Foss, a Sioux Falls native and na-
tional war hero. As a Marine Corps flying ace, Foss had downed
twenty-six enemy aircraft in combat over the Pacific during
World War II, earning the Congressional Medal of Honor and a
host of other citations. Handsome and energetic, trademark cigar
in mouth, Foss epitomized the charismatic war leader. Just 31
years old, Foss had first served South Dakota in the late 1930s as
a private in Battery D of the 147th Field Artillery. His responsi-
bilities in 1946 were considerably more complex and included
the recruitment of three hundred enlisted men and fifty officers
to service and fly the twenty-five P-51 Mustang fighters, four A-26
Invader attack bombers, two AT-6 Texan trainers, two L-5 Sky
Jeeps, and one C-47 ti^ansport assigned to the 175th Fighter
Squadron. A lack of technicians and specialists delayed the antic-
ipated start-up of the squadron, but Foss was able to overcome
these obstacles. With the outbreak of armed conflict in Korea,
Foss was assigned to the Air Force in Kansas City, leaving Duane
("Duke") Corning in command of the South Dakota Air Guard.^''

Lieutenant Colonel Coming, whom Foss had chosen as his exec-
utive officer, had been Foss's indispensable partner in running both
the South Dakota Air National Guard and several business venaires.
"It was always fifty-fifty with Duke and me," Foss stated in his auto-
biography, "even though we never had anything in wdting."^^ Born
in Madison, Soutli Dakota, in 1917, Corning joined the South Dako-
ta National Guard as a private assigned to Battery D, I47th Field
Artillery, in Sioux Falls. He enlisted in the Navy Air Corps in 1942,
became an ensign, and flew 104 combat missions during World War
II, earning the Distinguished Flying Cross and other citations.'*

Upon activation on 1 March 1951, the unit, comprising 42 offi-
cers and 385 airmen, was redesignated the 175th Fighter Intercep-
tor Squadron.^^ like their army counterparts, the Soutli Dakota air-

26. joe Fass with Donna Wild Foss, A Proud American- The Autobiography of Joe Foss fNew
York; Pot-ket Books, 1992), pp. 41, 161-62, 192, interview of Joe Foss by Rohen G. Webb, 17
Aug. 1979. Box 1Ü, NG 79^1, SDNG Oral History Projeai Sioux Falis Daily Argus-Leader. 1 Sept.
1946.

27. Foss and Foss, Proud American, p. 190.
28. Harold H. Schiiier, Adjutants General of the South Dakota National Guard (Pierre,

S.Dak.: South Dakota Department of Military' & Veterans Affairs, n.d.], p. 39.
29. "History of 175th Fighter Interceptor Squadron: 20 September 1946 to 31 December

1953," p. 5, South Dakota Air National Guard Headquarters, Joe Foss Field, Sioux Falls, S.Dak.
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men would see no service in Korea, but it would not be for lack
of trying. In his history of the South Dakota National Guard,
Richard Cropp notes that Coming argued with his superiors that
the South Dakotans should have the chance to fight, Coming was
overheard to remark to one official, "You know damn well that we
can outfly, outshoot, outdrink, and [expletive deleted] anything in
the Air Force.""' At the time of activation, Corning was fighting the
Big Sioux River, which was "running through the big hangar three
feet deep."^' Despite the conditions, the squadron remained at its
home base, the Sioux Falls Municipal Airport, from 1 March to 6
August 1951. '̂

Initially placed under the administrative control of the Tenth Air
Force at Selfridge Air Force Base in Michigan, the 175th Fighter
Interceptor Squadron was soon assigned to the Eastern Air
Defense Command in New York, where it remained until the cre-
ation of tlie Central Air Defense Force at Kansas City, Missouri, on
21 May 1951. A self-contained unit, the 175th supplied its own sup-
port services, including food service, air police, medical, supply,
motor vehicle, communications, and installations. An official from
Offutt Air Force Base in Omaha provided financial services. A post
exchange, clotliing store, and special service activities were also
added during the squadron's time in Sioux Falls. In spite of its sup-
port, tlie Air Force also posed one of the biggest problems by reas-
signing experienced guard personnel. By the end of 1951, seven
officers and eighty-four airmen had been transferred out of the
squadron to other units within the air-defense command.'' The Air
Force wanted the pilots and preferred six-man flights with a flight
leader who had combat skills. Coming objected to the practice of
pulling men by flights, which cannibalized guard units and dimin-
ished morale. "We told them if you want us to go to Korea, send
us as a unit, but not as a bunch of guys," he later recalled. "We had
fiown as a unit [and] trained as a unit." In the end, he received
assurance that no further flights would be pulled."^

30. Richard Cropp, The Coyotes: A Historyi of the SDNC (Mitchell. S.Dak.; South Dakota
Board of Military Affairs & the National Guard Officers Association, 1962). p. 215. Corning
confirmed this story in an interview with Robert G. Webb, 9 June 1977, Box 10. NG 77-22,
SDNG Oral History Project.

31. Interview of Duane L. ("Duke") Coming by William L. Flood (transcript), 19-20 July 1990,
p. 24, Air National Guard Oral History Program. South Dakota Air National Guard Headquarters.

32. "Histoiy of 175th Fighter Interceptor Squadron," pp. 5-6.
33. Ibid., pp. 5-7.
34. Interview of Coming by Flood, pp. 24-25.
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Lieutenant Colonel Duane Coming,
commander of the J75tb Fighter
Interceptor Squadron, later served
as adjutant general of the Soutb
Dakota National Guard.

On 26 July, orders came down to transfer the .squadron to
Rapid City Air Force Base, a move that was completed on 16
AugList 1951. One officer and twelve airmen stayed in Sioux Falls
until 1 December to dispose of equipment and close accounts.
Mobilization brought its own difficulties, prompting Corning to
quip that World War II might well have occurred fifty years ear-
lier, not six. Among the most significant problems were defer-
ments, categories for which ran to a page and included anyone
who had more than two dependents, was an airline pilot, or
worked for the federal government, as well as a host of other
categories. Foss reportedly advised Corning to burn the list.
Corning took the matter more seriously but came to much the
same conclusion. After a thorough discussion with administra-
tive supervisor Harry Tunge, Corning decided that anyone
drawing drill pay as a member of the reserve component had
accepted an obligation that had to be met.'^

During their first months at the Rapid City Air Force Base, the
men of the 175th Fighter Interceptor Squadron were assigned an

35. Ibid., p. 25; "History of the 175th Fighter Interceptor Squadron," p. 6.
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orderly room, a supply building, and tnree "bay-type" barracks that
had been converted into cubicles accommodating two to three
men each. Much like their fellow guardsmen at Camp Carson, the
men of the 175th spent considerable time renovating their build-
ings, particularly the hangar, which needed a new roof and
repairs before it could be used. In addition, shops and offices
were heated with old-fashioned space heaters that required "con-
stant attention and repair." A new hangar and operations build-
ing were built for the squadron and occupied in early 1952,

Members of the 175th were assigned to fly point—the lead
position in a formation of planes—for the B-3Ó bombers sta-
tioned at the Rapid City base. Pilots and crews adhered to a rig-
orous training schedule to maintain complete readiness in the
event they were called to Korea. All training, with the excep-
tion of guardsmen assigned to specialty schools, took place at
the base, and flight crews, when scrambled, flew in the air-
space of South Dakota and surrounding states.*

36. "Hisiory of ]75di Fightiir lnterceplor Squadron," p. 7.

The P-51 Mustang formed the core of the
175th Fighter Interceptor Squadron in the eiirlv /'>'^0.-i.
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Contests were anotlier feature of base life, and a trophy was
awarded each month to the most outstanding unit based on the
lowest number of courts martial and tickets for traffic violations
and the best conduct while in town, among other things. During
their twenty-one months of active duty, no member of the South
Dakota Air National Guard was court martialed, absent without
leave, or a victim of venereal disease. When the 175th won the
trophy three months in a row, it was dropped from the competi-
tion to give other units a chance.'^ "We had such a hell of a bunch
of people," recalled Coming, adding, "We just beat everybody,"
including the base's regular Air Force servicemen.^ The South
Dakota guardsmen also organized basketball, baseball, softball,
and bowling teams. The baseball team and the undefeated bas-
ketball team did particularly well, taking first-place honors in
base competition. Unfortunately, the squadron did not leave
Rapid City Air Force Base with a similar casualty record. Two
fighter pilots were killed in aircraft accidents during training.^

The men of the 175th were released from active duty on 1
December 1952, and the unit reverted to state control. Joe Foss
also returned to the South Dakota Air National Guard as chief
of staff. Upon deactivation of the squadron. Corning recalled
that he and Foss were able to collect the guardsmen who had
been pulled for service around the country and the world.*"

As the South Dakota Air National Guard and the 19óth Reg-
imental Combat Team performed their missions of defending
the United States from attack and preparing for possible assign-
ment to Korea, South Dakota's 109th Engineer Combat Battal-
ion traveled overseas. Even though no Warsaw Pact existed and
the Soviets were ill-prepared for war with the United States,
militaiy strategists and the American public believed the Cold
War was in imminent danger of becoming hot. The role of the
109th was to serve in Europe as part of a deterrent force aimed
at containing the Soviet Union, The engineers were inducted
into federal service on 3 September 1950 under the command
of Lieutenant Colonel William J, Brown, who remained in that
position until 1 June 1952, when Lieutenant Colonel Robert W

37. Ibid,, p, 8; The Outbasket I (Jan. I960): 2.
38. Interview of Corning by Flood, p. 27.
39. "History of 17Sth Fighter Interceptor Squadron," p, 8.
40. Webb, "Coyote Heritage," p, 4; interview of Coming by Flood, p, 32,
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Shannon, Jr., took command. For the ten months between acti-
vation and departure for Europe, the 109th trained at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. By 15 June 1951, the unit had attained
authorized strength and was ready to ship out. It took ten days
to cross the Atlantic in the USS General H. F. Hodges. The ship
docked briefly at Southampton, England, on 25 June 1951 before
resuming its voyage to Germany. The 109th landed at Bremer-
haven, West Germany, and from there traveled by train to its
duty station with the United States Seventh Army at Mannheim,
West Germany."

Taylor Barracks, the South Dakotans' temporary home, did
not build fond memories. There were no athletic facilities and
no noncommissioned officers club for the men to enjoy. They
also resented the fact that they could not obtain passes to the
Heidelberg swimming pool. To compensate for the lack of
recreational opportunities, the battalion sponsored athletic pro-
grams, with impressive results: the 109th softball, touch foot-
ball, boxing, and ski teams reached all the Seventh Army final
matches. To cultivate esprit de corps, new noncommissioned
officers and other personnel received a battalion history and a
welcome from the battalion command. Visits from Lieutenant
General Mantón S. Eddy, commander of the United States Sev-
enth Army, on 18 July and Dwight D. Eisenhower, commander
of the United States European Command, on 14 August 1951,
as well as a superior rating from the inspector general on 26
November 1951, also helped morale."

On 20 October 1951, the battalion received notice that it
would participate in a temporary duty assignment in France. The
fifty-nine-day mission, conducted in the area of Verdun and
Toul, was not the first time South Dakota National Guard units
served in France—they had been in Verdun in 1918 and in Nor-
mandy in 1945. After completing their assigned construction proj-
ects on 17 December 1951, the 109th returned to Mannheim,'*^
where much of the battalion's duties involved the construction

41. Interview of Leonard Herbst by Robert G. Webb, 22 May 1979, Box 18, NG 79-70,
SDNG Oral History Protect; "1951 Command Report, 109th Engineer Combat Battalion. U.S.
Army" (type.script). p. 2, author's collection; interview of Ralph Murphy by Le Ellen Coach-
er, 20 Aug. 1977, Box 18. NG 77-31, SDNG Oral History Project.

42. "Qimmand Report, I09th Engr. (C) Bn., Year 1952," (typescript), pp. 2-3, author's col-
lection; "1951 Command Report," p. 4. i

43. "1951 Command Report." p. 3.
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of floating bridges across the Rhine River. Owen McDermott, a
decorated World War 11 soldier and a company commander in
the 109th, observed that the battalion held the record for com-
pletion of such bridges on the Rhine. In fact, the 109th received
a commendation from the Seventh Army Engineers in Septem-
ber 1951 for having tied the record for constructing the M2
bridge at European Command engineering school.*"

Americans were particularly keen on establishing good rela-
tionships with the local population, and the battalion support-
ed the German Youth Activity (GYA) Program with cash dona-
tions, including one thousand dollars raised for the program in
Mannheim. Loans of equipment and personnel for constmction
of youth and sport centers in surrounding communities were
also customary. The 109th assisted in operating the local GYA
center and held parties for indigent children on holidays. On
Christmas Day 1952, more than six hundred boxes of candy
were distributed to the surrounding area via helicopter.*^ While
efforts like those had a positive impact on the community, they
also helped develop unit cohesiveness.

By 1952, however, tumover threatened the 109tli's cohesion and
became a major concern for commander Shannon, who reported
that personnel losses "influenced every aspect of the battalion." By
the end of July, all of the national guardsmen had been rotated,
which meant four hundred men had left tlie unit, leaving only
twenty-seven noncommissioned officers of the flrst three grades.
Corporals commonly acted as flrst sergeants in three of the battal-
ion's companies. Shannon linked the attrition of experienced non-
commissioned officers to increases in "delinquency, courts-martial,
and venereal disease rates" that continued until replacements
arrived."' Among the events that further sapped morale was the 9
March 1952 death of Corporal Hemian Higgins, who drowned
when he fell after a cable broke on the Rliine River bridge at Baihl.
The search for his body was called off on 25 March, and a Gennan
civilian eventually found the body on 23 June near Lampertheim."*^

While the Coyotes of the 109th performed their supporting
role for the United States Armed Forces in Europe, combat units

44. Interview of Owen McDermntt by Le Ellen Coacher, 3 Aug. 1977. Box 18. NG 77-34,
SDNG Oral Hi.siory Project; "1951 Command Report." p. 4.

4=;, "Command Report. l(}9th Kngr, (C) Bn., Year 1952," p. 16.
46. Ibid.. p. 2.
47, Ibid., p. 29.
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of the 109th work from the back of a supply truck.

continued to fight in Korea. General MacArthur, faced with Chi-
nese intervention in the conflict, had sought a greatly expand-
ed war Among his requests to President Taiman and the joint
chiefs of staff was permission to blockade the People's Repub-
lic of China, bomb Chinese targets, and use Nationalist Chinese
troops in Korea, Truman and his advisers opposed an attack on
China, fearing Soviet retaliation and another world war During
February 1951, reinforced United States troops managed to re-
group and halt the Chinese offensive. By April, the Chinese and
North Koreans had been forced back across the thirty-eighth
parallel. American casualties stood at forty thousand."^

Meanwhile, General MacAiihur had committed an act of insub-
ordination that he would not have left unpunished in one of his
own subordinates. Unwilling to accept the position of the Tru-
man administi'ation, MacArthur publicly criticized the comman-
der-in-chief in an effort to change his policies. In late March,
while the president was seeking an armistice, MacArthur, acting
on his own initiative, threatened the Chinese with an all-out
attack unless their general in the field met him to discuss peace,
Soon thereafter. Republican congressman Joseph Martin made
public a letter from MacAi'thur in which the general made a thin-
ly veiled attack on the president's policy of a limited war In chal-

48. DeConde, History of American Foivif;n Policy, p. 2-Ï9.
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lenging the constitutional concept of civilian control of the mil-
itary, MacArthur had clearly overstepped his authority.

Truman fired MacArthur during a special news conference
on 11 April 1951, leaving General Matthew Ridgeway in charge
of forces in the field. Peace talks began in July 1951, but the
two sides were unwilling to bend and the fighting continued."^
The Korean conflict became a major theme in the 1952 Amer-
ican presidential campaign. Truman, campaigning for Demo-
cratic nominee Adlai Stevenson, told the American public, "We
are fighting in Korea so we won't have to fight in Wichita, or
in Chicago, or in New Orleans, or on San Francisco Bay."^
Republican nominee Dwight D, Eisenhower assured the Amer-
ican public that if elected, "I shall go to Korea,"̂ ^ implying that
if anyone could settle the situation in Korea, he could.

During the campaign year, from March through August 1952,
South Dakota National Guard personnel were released from
active duty and replaced with regular army personnel. All
South Dakota army and air guardsmen returned home on or
before the expiration of the twenty-four months of active ser-
vice authorized by the Department of the Army. Governor
George T. Mickeison had bid them farewell in 1950, and Gov-
ernor Sigurd Anderson welcomed them back in 1952. The
196th Regimental Combat Team returned officially to state con-
trol on 1 September, and the 109th followed two days later. The
members of the 175th Fighter Squadron were released from
active duty on 1 December 1952."

Fisenhower won the presidential election in November
1952, carrying every county in South Dakota. He fulfilled a
campaign promise by going to Korea, but it took eight months
from the time of his election to achieve an armistice. In large
part, he did so through his effort to intimidate the Chinese with
the threat of atomic attack. The death of Joseph Stalin in March
1953 also helped the peace process, for the new leaders in the
Kremlin were eager to get the Chinese and North Koreans to

49. Ibid.; Paierson, Clifford, and Hagan, American Foreign Relations, pp. 322-23; Stokes-
bury, Short Hisioty of the Korean War, p. 127.

50. Public Papers. Truman. 1952 1953 (Washington, D.C; Gcfvemment Printing Office,
1966). p. 708.

51. Quoted in R. Alton Lee, Dwight D. Eisenhower: Soldier and Statesman (Chicago: Nel-
son-Hall. 1981), p. 168.

52. Webb, "Coyote Heritage," pp. 3-4.
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accept accommodations." An armistice was finally signed on
27 July 1953, three years and one month after the South Dako-
ta guardsmen remrning from annual training learned of the ini-
tial North Korean attack. In the intervening months, the Coy-
otes of the 196th, the 109th, and the 175th had fulfilled their
mission of supporting the United States Armed Forces and deter-
ring Soviet aggression, and they had done it with efficiency and
professionalism.

S3. Herben S. Schell, History of South Dakota, 2d ed. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
I'ress, 1968), p. 313; Thomas G. Paterson, J. Garry Clifford, and Kenneth J. Hagan, American
Foreign Polity: A History since 1900 (Lexington, Mass,: D, C. Heath & Co,, 1977), p. 478,
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