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"You may fire when ready, Gridley." With these words, Gommodore George

Dewey set in motion a naval battle and war that would alter the course of

history for three nations.' Shortly afier the Battle of Manila, the Spanish

would find themselves on the verge of losing what was lefi of their once great

empire, both in the Pacific and in the Ganhbean. The Filipino people would

also find themselves on a new path, one that they hoped would lead to inde-

pendence but proved longer and more problematic than they expected. The

course for the United States stood in stark contrast to that of Spain. Rather

than losing an empire, the "Land of the Free" was gaining one. In the wake

of Dewey's command, the United States came into possession not only of

the Philippines but also of Guam, Hawai'i, Puerto Rico, and Guba. Al-

though the United States had dealt with acquired cultures since its incep-

tion, the experience had heen the result of continental expansion. Now, the

country entered into a new era of overseas impeiialism. Dewey's actions

launched the Spanish-American-Guban-Filipino War, which was an un-

usual war, not only in the awkward name that historians now give it (most

Americans still call It by its first title, the Spanish-American War), but in

where it was fought. The first hostilities of a war the United States Gongress

originally declared to liberate Guba from Spain began thousands of miles

and an ocean away from Guba in the Philippines,

1. Quoted in G. Thomas Paterson, J, Garry GlifFord, and Kenneth f. Hagan, American For-
eign Relations: Volume i, A History to 1920, 5th ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Go.. 2000), p.
217.
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American interest in Cuba had been simmering for decades prior to the
i8gos. Many of America's early leaders had assumed the island would
eventually become part ofthe United States. Thomas Jefferson believed it
was inevitable. John Quincy Adams likened Cuba to a ripening fruit that
would, with time, fall into the lap ofthe waiting United States.^ In 1S4S,
Jefferson Davis declared, "Cuba must be ours."i Three American diplo-
mats—Pierre Soule, John Y. Mason, and James Buchanan—sought to
speed John Qjiincy Adams's harvest by offering to buy Cuba from Spain in
1854 for $1^0 million dollars. If the Spanish refused, they urged President
Franklin Pierce to take the "Pearl ofthe Antilles" hy force. The debate sur-
rounding the expansion of slavery in the United States at that time pre-
vented these expansionists from attaining their goal.'^

Most Americans lost interest in Cuba during the Civil War, but the is-
land was soon the focus of attention again as Cuban freedom fighters tried
to dislodge their Spanish masters from the island in the lSjos. Americans
traditionally root for the underdog, and the Cuban insurgents were no ex-
ception, but the United States was in no position to intervene in the trou-
bled island. Americans had not yet come to grips with the terrible losses of
the Civil War, and they were loath to shed more blood, especially in a for-
eign adventure. The Cuban nationals fought bravely from 1868 to i8y8,
but they eventually agreed to end the war as the result of Spanish promises
of reform. Those promises were not kept, and in 1^95, to shouts of "Cuba li-
bre," the Cubans launched a new effort to attain independence. That offen-
sive met with initial successes, and by i8g6, the insurrectos, as they were
called, controlled approximately two-thirds ofthe island.

To offset those successes, the Spanish sent a new governor general to
Cuba, Valeriano y Nicolau Weyler. Weyler had one task: to defeat the in-
surrectos. Their general, Máximo Gómez, had adopted the tactics of guer-
rilla warfare, and Weyler adapted those tactics to his purpose. Widespread
devastation swept across the island as bridges and roads were sabotaged;
crops were destroyed; and the island's small but growing infrastructure was

2. Richard W- Van Alstyne, The Rising American Empire (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1960), pp. 87-88,148.

3. Quoted ibid., p. 149.

4- Ibid- PP- 15S-57.
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under attack. Civen that Americans had invested nearly $50 million in the
island, this approach inevitably resulted in the destruction of American
property. The American investment community swifily called upon the ad-
ministration of President Grover Cleveland, asking the president to inter-
vene to end the war. 1

Investors were not the only Americans clamoring for intervention. An-
other ofWeyler's tactics had also raised American ire: the policy of recon-
centrado. This practice placed thousands of Cubans in concentration
camps where there was little, if any, attention paid to hygiene or nutrition.
Conditions were deplorable and widely reported in the American press, es-
pecially the papers of William Randolph Hearst, who had made the cause
of the Cubans his own. Hearst even went so far as to offer his yacht to the
United States Navy Department for use in a war against Spain. Although
Hearst was one of the fathers of "yellow journalism, " estimates indicate that
nearly two hundred thousand Cubans died in the reconcentration camps.^

Cleveland, whom the Democrats were in the process of dropping in favor
of William Jennings Bryan as their presidential candidate, refused to com-
mit to a forceful policy toward the revolution. His successor. President
William McKinley, took a similar approach, offering the good offces of the
American government to mediate between the Spanish and the Cubans.
Neither side was in favor of this option, as both had reason to question the
ability of the United States to act as a neutral party. Relations worsened
when Spain's minister to the United States disparaged McKinley as a "bid-
der for the admiration of the crowd." Never mind that Theodore Roosevelt
had referred to McKinley as having "no more backbone than a chocolate
éclair": disparapng remarks about American presidents were reserved for
Americans to make, not foreigners.^

As tension increased, McKinley authorized a "show of force" with a visit
to Cuba from a state-of-the-art battleship, the USS Maine. It was a fateful
decision. The Maine exploded In Havana Harbor on 35 February i8gS,

5. Paterson, Clifford, and Hagan, American Foreign Relations, pp. 209-15. For a flavor of
the times, see Daniel Simundsoii. "The Yellow Press on the Prairie: South Dakota Daily
Newspaper Editorials Prior to the Spanish American War," South Dakota History 2 (Summer
1972): 211-29.

6. Both quoted in Paterson, ClifFord, and Hagan, American Foreign Relations, pp. 211-12.
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killing 266 members of a crew of j ^ ^ . Few people considered at the time

which side would really benefit from the Maine's destruction, and fewer still

thought about the possibility of an internal explosion as the source of the

Maine's problem, although a Spanish probe indicated such a cause. Most

Americans echoed the words: "Remember the Maine, to hell with Spain. "7

Just ten days afier the tragedy, a man whose life had been partially shaped

in the Badlands of northern Dakota Territory authorized Commodore

Dewey to attack the Philippines, Spain's colony in the Pacific, in the event

that war broke out between Spain and the United States. Assistant Secretary

of the Navy Theodore Roosevelt made the authorization on the basis of con-

tingency plans that the Navy Department had drawn up in 1896. A firm be-

liever in American expansion, Roosevelt championed the doctrine of naval-

ism that called for a large United States navy and holdings across the globe to

serve as refueling stations for the navy and as springboards for American

power. He also upheld the idea that "superior races" had an obligation to gov-

em their inferiors. What better place, at least in Roosevelt's mind, to accom-

plish both than the Philippines? When Congress declared on 2^ April i8gS

that a state of war had existed between Spain and the United States since 21

April, it was only a matter of days before Commodore Dewey's fiagship, the

Olympia, opened fire on the Spanish fieet in Manila harbor. The naval bat-

tle was finished the same morning it began—J May 189S. It cost one Ameri-

can sailor his life, and no American troops had yet landed in Cuhaß

Afier months of events that had heightened American emotions, Confess

had finally declared war. Once ihe Maine had sunk in February and Senator

Redfield Proctor had reported to the Senate in March about his fact-finding

trip revealing Spanish humanitarian abuses in Cuba, Americans had he-

come further incensed. Men clamored to gain entrance into the army or the

various state militias.'-> Among the men considering such an action was

Thomas H. Briggs of Mitchell, South Dakota. The "patriotic fervor [that]

swept the state" caught Briggs in its sway, but it was not without difficulty

that he eventually enlisted.'"

7. Ibid,, pp. 212-14.
8, Ibid., pp, 215, 217. 228; Van Alstyne, Rising American Empire, pp. 184-85.
Ç). Paterson. Clifford, and Hagen, American Foreign Relations, pp. 213-14.
10. Orland A. Rothlisberger, "A History of the South Dakota National Cuard" (M.A. thesis.

University of South Dakota, 1959). p. 35.
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The war came at a time when the regular army had only twenty-five
thousand soldiers. On 22 April. Congress passed legislation that authorized
an increase in the military forces commensurate with a war that would be
fought on twofionts. The state militias would augment the regular army
and be called the volunteer army. President McKinley, as commander-in-
chief, then issued the call for one hundred twentyfive thousand volunteers.
Although many South Dakotans were eager to serve, the War Department
requested that their state provide "seven troops of volunteer cavalry." South
Dakota's National Guard was organized as an infantry regiment. Guards-
men, as well as infiuential community members, sent "scores of telegrams"
to Washington, D.C, in an effort to convince the War Department to
change its request. Coupled with pressure from the South Dakota congres-
sional delegation, the department altered the order the next day—26 April
i8g8—and asked South Dakota to provide an infantry regiment."

Briggs and twelve other young men took the train from Mitchell to Sioux
Falls to enlist on 16 May i8g8. From that day until lg January i8gg,
Briggs would keep a journal of his experiences with Company G, Third
Battalion, First Regiment, of the South Dakota Volunteers. In all, twelve
companies comprised the First South Dakota from the following communi-
ties: Company A, Pierre; Company B, Sioux Falls; Company C, Yankton;
Company D, Worthing; Company F; De Smet; Company F, Aberdeen;
Company G. Huron; Company H, Watertown; Company I, Custer; Com-
pany K, Brookings; Company L, Spearfish; and Company M, Rapid Ctiy.'^

Certain difficulties attended the creation of the regiment, not least of
which was the fact that a parsimonious legislature "had provided only a to-
ken appropriation" for the militia for the fiscal year.'^ Governor Andrew F.
Lee of Vermillion, South Dakota, faced a difficult decision: convene a special
session of the legislature, await federal funds, or seek private contributions to

11. Ibid., pp. 34-56.
12. George W. Kingsbury, History of Dakota Territory, and George Martin Smith. South

Dakota: Its history and Its People, 5 vols. (Chicago: S. I. Clarke Publishing Co., 1915), 3:418.
See also Wright Tarbell, "History of the South Dakota National Guard Including tbe Territo-
rial Guard from the Year 1862 to the Present Time," South Dakota Historical Collections 6
(1912): 301-490.

13. Rothlisberger, "History of the South Dakota National Guard," p. 38.
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pay for the costs associated with mobilizing the regiment. Deciding that the
first two would result in a variety of problems, including considerable delays.
Lee called upon eleven South Dakotans to provide one thousand dollars
each. Two men—-Gharles A . Jewett and B. H. Lien—and nine businesses
came up with the cash, Govemor Lee personally provided the rest of the
nearly fifteen thousand dollars associated with mobilization. The federal
government eventually reimbursed the contributors."^

Yet another problem was Governor Lee's choice of commanding officer for
the regiment. Lee appointed Alfred S. Frost, military secretary to the gover-
nor and former professor of military science at South Dakota State Gollege
(now South Dakota State University) as the commander of the First Regi-
ment, South Dakota Volunteers. Frost was also a lieutenant in the United
States Army. The appointment of a regular army officer as commander
caused a stir because Frost bumped Golonel Mark Sheafe, regimental com-
mander since the guard's inception in 1SS5. Gertainly, Sheafe had cause to
be aggrieved, but he was not the only one. He had generated loyalty among
his troops, and that loyalty would lead to Frost's first test of leadership in his
new unit.

During the mustering in of Gompany G, all the officers were rejected due
to failure to pass strict medical examinations. When the men of the com-
pany then sought to exercise their traditional right to elect new officers,
Golonel Frost told them that he would recommend all new officers to the gov-
emor. Upon healing the news, the men protested. Galling a formation of the
company. Frost asked those who would not serve under the new officers to
take one step forward. Every man from the Huron-based company did. Frost
ordered them to stack their arms, return their uniforms, and leave camp.
Despite efforts at conciliation. Frost eventually reorganized Gompany G
without the Huron men. The editorial staff of the Sioux Falls Daily Argus-
Leader supported the colonel's decision, but the editor of the Daily Huronite
did not.'y The Huron editor called Frost "a coward and a very ungentle-
manly one at that." He continued, "Gol. Frost will find that a volunteer

14. Herbert S. Schell, History of South Dakota, 4th ed,, rev. John E. Miller (Pierre: South
Dakota State Historical Society Press, 2004), p. 239; Rothlisberger, "History of the South
Dakota National Guard," pp. 38-39.

15. Rothlisberger, "History of the South Dakota National Guard," pp. 28, 39, 40-42,
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army is made of different stuff than a company of niggers in the regular
army."'^' The racial epithet, which referenced the fact that the regular army
contained regiments of African-American troops, would be hurled at the Fil-
ipinos, as well.'7 The event quickly blew over in South Dakota, as the volun-
teers continued to get ready for war. \

At this point, Thomas Briggs's journal begins. Some spellings remain un-
corrected (e.g. "Norfork" instead of Norfolk, Nebraska; "North Platt" instead
of "North Platte") to preserve the feel of the journal, while corrections neces-
sary for clarity or further explanation are in brackets. Punctuation has been
added sparingly where necessary, and ship's names have been italicized. Con-
textual information appears in the footnotes. The full names of Briggs's com-
rades have been added in brackets from a roster housed in the State Archives,
South Dakota State Historical Society, Pierre. Briggs did not write each day
he was in the service, and the entries vary in regard to the information they
provide. Some are flowing, detailed accounts of a new world that he obviously
found fascinating; others reflect the tedium of life in the army. Still others re-
count his growing anxiety about pending combat. Most importantly, the en-
tries reflect not just the feelings and observations of Thomas Bri^ but are
representative of those of his comrades, as vvell.'^ Briggs's grandson, the late
Billy J. Wietelman of Moore, Oklahoma, inherited the journal, preserved it,
and made the transcription upon which this publication is based.

May 16, 1898 (Monday)
12 Mitchell boys and myself went to Sioux Falls to enlist in the

U.S.A. We left Mitchell about 12:15. There was a large crowd of people

16. Daily Huronite, 12 May 1898.
17. Paterson, Clifford, and Hagan, American Foreign Relations, p. 221. In fact, African-

American troops had been stationed in South Dakota at Fort Meade until 1888 and were part
ofthe military buildup on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 1890-1891. See Thomas R.
Buecker, '•Confrontation ai Sturgis: An Episode in Civil-Military Race Relations," South
Dakota History 14 (Fall 1984): 238-61, and Fred Erisman and Patricia Erisman, "Letters from
the Field: |ohn Sylvanus Loud and the Pine Ridge Campaign of 1890-1891," South Dakota
History 26 (Spring 1996): 24-45.

18. Another soldier's view of many of these same events can be found in Herman F.
Krueger, "A South Dakotan's Experiences in the Spanish-American War," South Dakota His-
torical Collections 39 (1978): 224-87.
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Albert S. Frost was appointed commander and colonel
of the First Regiment, South Dakota Volunteers, by Gov-
ernor Andrew E. Lee.

at the depot to see us off. We went on the North Western Road. We ar-
rived at Sioux Falls about 5:00 P.M. We marched to the camping
ground, took examination and passed all right, then the First Sergeant
took us to our tent, then we lined up for supper. It seemed kind of
funny to me to line up for mess.'9

May 18, 1898 (Wednesday)
We were all mustered in Uncle Sam's Army. The men are getting

fast accustomed to camp life as long as the weather remains fine. The
life is pleasant enough, but when the rain falls it is damp, disagree-
able and very muddy, but we make the best of it.

19. The campsite, near contemporary Howard Wood Field, was named Camp Ceorge
Dewey in honor of Commodore Dewey's victory in Manila. Sioux falls Daily Argus-Leader. 4
May 1898. Krueger, "A South Dakotan's Experiences," recounts that many young men. away
from home for the first time, found the experience not only new but disappointing. The fare
was plain and "all carefully doled out, no help yourself" (p. 229).
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May 21,1898 (Saturday)
The past night rain fell heavily, but as the ground is well ditched it

ran [away] as fast as it fell. This morning we are sitting down in the
tent before a little stove in which is burning a warm wood fire. The
boys are chatting upon various subjects. A few days ago a young man
named [Leatis A.] Roberts of Aberdeen died, he belonged to Company
F. We had a Regimental funeral. We escorted the body to the railroad
station. Later on the same day the church people of Sioux Falls gave
[the] whole Regiment a fine dinner too. A and G [companies] to which
I belong were entertained by the Catholic[s] at Germania Hall. It was a
dinner the likes ofwhich I have not tasted since I joined the army. We
enjoyed ourselves [later] on the same day it was.

Governor Andrew E. Lee solicited money from
private donors when the South Dakota legisla-
ture did not provide enough funds to send the
First South Dakota Volunteers to the Philippines.
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May 23,1898 (Monday)
The Sioux Falls people presented the Regiment with a flag and in

the evening Gov. [Andrew E.] Lee of the State of South Dakota in-
spected the Regiment and bid us a final farewell.

May 29,1898 (Sunday)
The morning broke with dull and wet weather which gradually be-

came worse. Reveille sounded about 4:30 A.M. and by 5:00 A.M. we
were all up. We rolled up our blankets and clothes. The rain continued
to fall still more heavily. We ate breakfast which the cook had man-
aged to prepare for us. About 8:00 A.M. tents were taken down and we
marched through the mud and slush to the depot where we soon got
on board of the Wagner Palace Sleeping [cars] which were awaiting to
receive us. The whole Regiment with horses and baggage and equip-
ment were placed in three trains. Each pulled by two engines. Our
Battalion, the 3rd, went first. Many people stood on the platform in the
rain to bid us farewell. At 10:30 A.M. our section consisting of 12 cars
and a double header pulled out of Sioux Falls. We had coffee served to
us at Sheldon, Iowa and also ate our dinner which consisted of com
beef, hard tack and beans. At Sioux City we stopped for two hours un-
til the 2nd Battalion caught up to us. We were well received by all the
citizens, who flocked around the train, shaking hands, giving away
flowers in exchange for buttons or any thing the boys could spare.
Then we started again and at Norfork Nebraska we stopped and had
coffee and food again served to us. It was then about 10:00 P.M. Soon
after which I soon ventured to bed. The bunks provided in the Palace
Sleeping [cars] are most comfortable. I slept in one of the top bunks
had abundance of room, clean sheets and everything comfortable and
much better bed than we could expect in camp.

May 30th, 1898 (Monday)
I was awakened this morning by the Dakota Porter, who is in charge

of the Sleeping [car]. We jumped out of bed, had a good wash. We are
now traveling on the Union Pacific at North Platt. Coffee was served all
around. Through Western Nebraska and East Colorado the land layers
flat and sandy. We noticed little dog towns all along the road. Today is
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the day on which the citizens of these states decorate the grounds of
the Brave old Soldiers of the late War, it is National Holiday and en-
countered many well dressed citizens . . . at the depot with banners
and flags to give us. Many a [former] soldier were also present in large
[numbers] and spoke and shook hands with the soldiers boys is if they
were old friends. The men gave the boys tafïy, and some of the girls
gave their [addresses] to the boys and ask[ed] them to write. We had
supper at Cheyenne Wyoming about 7:00 P.M. and we were served
with hot coffee and we also got out and drilled and while in the
evening while going through the Rocky Mountains, I could feel the
temperature growing colder.

May 31,1898 (Tuesday)
I learned this morning that during the night we had reached an al-

titude of more than 4000 feet above sea level. This morning I found
we were traveling through a sandy desert covered with sage brush.
We were given coffee at Green River [Wyoming] and Ogden [Utah].
We passed through the Rockies, seeing some very grand, sunny high
mountains capped with snows heavily. Valleys vñth ranches and
green fields, deep long canyons and rushing rivulets at times. We
passed through tunnels and snow sheds. We of course had 2 very
large engines going up hill, but going down, we slid down. With one
we regretted that there was no more time to view each successive
scene as we passed by. By night we were again passing more sand
and sage brush.

June ist, 1898 (Wednesday)
We passed parts of Utah and Nevada which were sand and sage

brush skirted with high mountains. We saw a few sheep ranchers and
mines in operation. This evening we start over the [Sierra] Nevada
mountain and entered California.

June 4th, 1898 (Saturday)
I was on guard on June 4th. We got up early in the morning and

found ourselves passing through some very lovely scenery in Califor-
nia. The birds were lovely and green flowers bright and blooming fruit
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and grain ripening. I and a fellow by the name of [Robert T] Luc[e]y [of
Gary, South Dakota] were the first fellows to pick the first orange [off]
the trees. . . . [We] jumped over a man's fence and got a few and got
back on the train and when the boys saw the oranges, . . . the guard
could not hold them in and the poor man's oranges got sparse in
short time. The houses and buildings around everywhere [are] neat
and nicely painted. The people looked in good health and well
dressed. . . . Sacramento is a clean town. We stopped 2 hours, had
warm coffee and drilled a while. We come [across] San [Pablo bay] on
a ferry which held the entire train in 3 sections. We reached Oakland
pier at about noon and then leaving our train for good . . . got on
board [a] steam ferry which took us over to San Francisco. On land-
ing, we had a fine reception. On entering the hall, we were conducted
by a military band into a large building decorated by flags, bunting
and flowers of all kinds and colors. The tables were loaded with all
kinds of eatables; sandwiches, pies and doughnuts and fine fruit. The
ladies of the Red Cross society provided the feast for us. After the
long journey we had just ended it was a great treat to us, so kindly.

Camped at the Presidio near San Francisco before shipping out to the Philippines,
the First Regiment ofthe South Dakota Volunteers is located in the middle block of
tents on the right.
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Nothing was [too] good for us [nor] could we eat [too] much; after the
dinner we were all presented with bunches of flowers, some of the
finest I ever saw. Then several people made speeches. Cheers were
given for the people of the Red Cross society. Being very much re-
freshed, we started on our march through the city to our camping
grounds. The crowds of people cheered us as we passed. We reached
camp about 3:00 P.M. We were all busy pulling up tents and getting
things arranged.

June 5,1898 (Sunday)
Since we have been here the weather has been very warm. We

marched around the [Presidio], which is an army reservation about a
half a mile from camp. Our camp is [in] sight of the Pacific Ocean, but
it is pitched on a sand hill which it makes it disagreeable. Every thing
we try to look [at] is half sand and dirt. Today we had a half of a day leave
of absence [ for] at least 75 percent of our company and I had a good op-
portunity of seeing some of the city. In company of other boys took the
street car for the cliff house which is three miles West of our camp. The
Sutro Baths are situated at this place.^° We took advantage of them and
enjoyed a good bath. These baths are sheltered. A grate glass enclosed
the water [which comes] from the ocean. There is one very large bath
and several small ones, which are heated. The house is filled up with
trophies, swinging ropes and sliding chutes. We also visited the mu-
seum, which is in connection with the baths. Saw many things of inter-
est. I also saw some of the Seals on the rocks in front of the cliff house.
I understood there are government [regulations] and a sever[e] penalty
is enforced upon anyone who [shakes] or disturbs them in [any] way.
We then walked along the beach, watching the little boys and wading in
the water. We then went through a park near by, viewing the fine fiow-
ers and trees and then we took the street car back for camp.

20. The Sutro Baths were a commercial venture that opened in 1896 at an estimated cost
of over one million dollars. The pools were maintained at different temperatures. They were
not financially successful, however, and today are concrete ruins just north of the Cliff
House, a recreation destination on the western shore of San Francisco. National Park Ser-
vice, "Sutro Baths," http://www.nps.gov/goga/clho/suba/, accessed 20 May 2004.
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June 6,1898 (Monday)
The whole regiment was marched under Gol. Frost to the cliff

house, where I was yesterday and given a bath. The morning was very
warm and in the afternoon we had a good drill.

June 7,1898 (Tuesday)
The weather is raw and foggy. A heavy mist almost amounting to

rain has been falling [all] day. This makes everything damp and dis-
agreeable. The tents [get] quite wet.

June 9,1898 (Thursday)
Our regiment was inspected this morning by Brigadier General.

The weather still continues damp and foggy. We had to move our
tents back several feet so as to widen the street of our company.

June 10,1898 (Friday)
Damp and foggy.

June 12,1898 (Sunday)
A long day. We do not drill here on Sunday.

Jtine 17,1898 (Friday)
Last Tuesday we were each issued a knapsack, haversack canteen,

utensils for cooking, etc. Gartridge belt, forty-five rounds of ammuni-
tion, brown duck suit of clothing, 2 pair of wool socks, two pair bot-
tom, two suits of underwear, one hat, one fieet boot and one blanket.
All of these were carried on our back, which makes quite a load. Today
the whole regiment were paid off and we were all allowed to go down
town for a while. We were all back in time for roll call.

June 18,1898 (Saturday)
This morning John [A.] Russel[l], a private in our company [from

Huron], was absent from roll call. It is said that he was down town,
got full and lost all his money. He returned this evening all right look-
ing kind of tough.
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Company C of the First South Dakota Volunteers posed for this picture before leav-
ing for the Philippines. The knapsack, haversack canteen, and blanket issued to
each soldier are clearly visible.

June 25,1898 (Saturday)

We were vaccinated a week or so ago and many of the boys are suf-
fering from the effects. Their arms are sore, preventing many from
drilling. Some of the boys have been sick with cramps. What causes
this is hard to tell, the weather has been cold during the night yester-
day and today for the ñrst time we wear the clothing, which we shall
probably wear in the Philippine Isles. It is made of dark [khaki]. At a
distance a regiment in this uniform would be hard to distinguish. Our
every days duties are these:

5:40 A.M. First Call,
5:50 A.M. Reveille,
6:00 A.M. Assemble,
6:10 A.M. Sitting Up Exercise,
6:15 A.M. Breakfast,
7:00 A.M. Sick Call,
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Drill was ä part of a soldier's life, and the First South Dakota Volunteer Infantry

drilled regularly at the Presidio.

7:45 A.M.

8:25 A.M.

11:30 A.M.

12:00 NOON

1:00 P.M.

2:00 P,M.

2:10 P.M.

3:00 P.M.

3:10 P.M.

5:10 P.M.

6:00 P.M.

7:15 P.M.

8:15 P.M.

9:00 P.M.

10:00 P.M.

10:20 P.M.

9:30 A.M.

Guard Mount.
Drill,
Recall from Drill,
Dinner,
Officers School,
Recall from School,
Non-Commission Officers School,
Recall from School,
Drill,
Recall from Drill,
Supper,
Retreat 8c Roll Call,
Officers inspect quarters.
Call to quarters.
Taps, Light Out,
Tattoo go to sleep
On Saturday, Regimental inspection.

Copyright © 2004 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



FALL 2004 Journal of Thomas H. Briggs 253

June 29,1898 (Wednesday)
Everyday we have been kept busy, both morning and afternoon

drilling quite hard. Our exercises have been mostly in skirmishing
battle formation. We get plenty of running over rough sandy ground
and through brush and down hills. Today General Hughes inspected
our regiment.^' The weather is very pleasant.

July 4,1898 (Monday)
Most all the soldiers in San Francisco and Oakland participate [in]

the [parade], but our regiment remains at camp and drilled.

July 5, 1898 (Tuesday)
We had company drill, both morning and afternoon.

July 6,1898 (Wednesday)
The weather is pleasant. I received a letter from home, which

makes me feel better.

July 7th, 1898 (Thursday)
Target practice today, but I was cooking and can't go. [Louis C]

Ghirst Peterson [of Huron] did the best in the company making 48 out
of 50 shots.

July 9, 1898 (Saturday)
Our company was invited to a social at a neighboring hall by the

ladies aid society. We had a fine time, music, signing and a nice lunch.
We received news today that we were going on board of the Pacific
Mail Steamer and Sail for Manila by way of Honolulu in a few days.
The name of this vessel is the Rio de [Janeiro].^^

21. Brigadier General Robert P, Hughes would later lead the American pacification cam-
paign in the central Philippines, Brian McAllister Linn, Tfii- Philippine War. 1899-1902
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2000), p. 72,

22. Briggs misspells this name throughout the journal; 1 have corrected it only in this first
instance.
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July 15,1898 (Friday)
We received news today that the [Montanas] were going on board of

the Ren and sail for Manila by the way of Honolulu.

July 16,1898 (Saturday)
After our early morning drill we returned to camp and were very

much surprised when we received instructions to pack our knapsacks
and to be ready to march down to the boat, which was waiting for us to
get aboard and sail for Manila. Later on this order was changed and we
slept in the camp as usual.

July 22,1898 (Friday)
Everyday this week we have fun making preparations for going

aboard the Rio de Janerio. We packed up all our things and fixed up
our knapsacks in good shape. This morning got up out of bed about
4:00 A.M., had breakfast at 5:00 A.M., took down all [our] tents. Every-
thing was loaded up to take to the boat on which we embarked for
Manila at 8:00 A.M. The two and three Battalions of the ist Infantry
S.D.V. fell in with knapsacks, blankets and indeed many of the boys

The South Dakota soldiers marched in San Francisco on 22 July 1898.

Copyright © 2004 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



FALL 2004 Joumal of Thomas H. Briggs 255

were heavily loaded. At 8:00 A.M. we started our march for the docks.
The march of about 3-1/2 miles, carrying about 70 pounds on our
backs, but we made it all right. We reached the docks about 10:30 A.M.
and Uned up stacking arms, unslung knapsacks and rested. The Red
Gross Ladies gave us a fine dinner. At noon we went aboard of Rio de
Janerio. Gapt. McGregor assigned us to our quarters then we went on
deck and watched what was going on all around us. The day was glo-
rious. People were bidding their friends good bye. At 5:00 P.M. all vis-
itors went ashore and the vessel pulled out and anchored in the
stream. I [wandered] around deck most of the evening, ate supper go-
ing to bed 10:00 P.M. The bunks for the boys are pretty well crowded,
but all fitted up with springs and mattresses. Their is always consider-
able smells in the lower deck of the ship. I slept well and in the morn-
ing everything was bright.

July 23, 1898 (Saturday)
This is a glorious day. After breakfast, the tug bringing the remain-

ing officers aboard [arrived] about 10:00 A.M. We then stormed down
the San Francisco bay. Accompanying us were several steamer tugs
with friends aboard, anxious to see the last of the boys and to bid them
farewell. The docks on both sides were lined with people [shaking]
their handkerchiefs, waving fiags etc. Guns were firing salutes. On
board were a company of signal corps and many of them were signal-
ing to flags on shore. Finally we got away out towards the Golden
Gate. All tugs left us and away we steamed slowly out past the Golden
Gate and away out to sea. It grew colder. The men then began to come
down. The pilot soon left us after passing Golden Gate and this was
the last we had to do. The American Gontinent Supper was served at
6:00 P.M., but as the cooking [is] not yet arranged, it takes a long time
to feed them all. Along in the evening the [sea] grew rather rough.
Many of the boys became quite sick.

July 24,1898 (Sunday)
The day was a fine one and the sea became quite [mild]. Most all

the boys were all sea sick, but it is astonishing how quick they recov-
ered from the ailment. I understood that General [Elwell S.]Otis and
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The soldiers waved farewell to the crowds as the Rio de Janeiro left San Franciso
bay for Manila.

Colonel Frost were both sick in their state room.̂ J The food, which has
so far been issued to the boys, consists of bread, potatoes, salt steak,
coffee, occasionally fresh meat. This afternoon a British Corporal was
passing, going East. [Up] till noon today we had made 258 miles from
San Francisco. The Rio de janerio is a vessel about 400 feet long, 37
feet wide, Capt. Warde is master, it was built in 1878. [Therefore] is
quite an old vessel comparative[ly] speaking. The tonnage of this boat
is 2275 tons and was built in Philadelphia. No services were held
aboard, not [even though] it is Sunday. Most of the boys feeling [too]
sick to have any inclination to attend.

July 25, 1898 (Monday)
A lovely day. [N]early everyone is on deck. We are quite crowded.

Certain parts of the vessel are reserved exclusively for the OfHcers,

23. General Otis would assume command of the United States Army Eighth Corps in Au-
gust 1898. The twelve-thousand-man Eighth Corps was formed to fight in the Philippines
and included both state militia soldiers and regular army troops. Linn, PhiUppine War. pp. 6-
7.27.
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as this is a large [proportion] compared with what we have, [there is]
some grumbling. [The men] can not get all they want to eat. Certain
rations are distributed and no more can be obtained. This amount is
sufficient to keep the men alive and I presume in health, but it is
not as much as they are accustomed to eat. I myself at present get
about half the meat that I would eat if 1 had my own way. Our run
from noon yesterday to noon today was 283 miles. This afternoon,
we passed a vessel named Morapasa from Sydney, Australia, bound
for San Francisco. We signaled to her and a mail sack was put off.24
We made the air ring when we saw the ladies and men on the other
boat and we could see the[m] waving handkerchiefs at us for a mile
or more.

July 26,1898 (Sunday)
Fine weather, sea calm, better grub has been issued and the boys are

more contented and there is less grumbling. The Pacific is a vast
ocean, and looking over its vast area whilst resting tranquilly on deck,
our minds dreamily [think of] the past and look forward to the future.
We wonder what is ahead of us. The war with Spain may have ceased
since we left San Francisco or it may . . . have increased with greater
[ fury] and determination on Spain's part. Already the weather com-
mences to get warmer. The boys takes great delight in the showers,
baths; reading, sleeping, playing cards, and eating are the principal oc-
cupation of the boys. The quarters below are mopped out everyday and
the boys are given some sitting up exercises. The days run is 971 miles.

July 27,1898 (Wednesday)
Weather still continues very fine. A young man named [Newell

E.]fenks [of Spearfish], belonging to Company L, died last night about
9:00 P.M. and was buried this morning at 7:00 A.M. The usual salute
of three v[o]lleys was fired over his grave which was marked by no
grave stone. A burial at sea is at all times sad. We are quite crowded on
board. All of us could not attend the service or see the body disappear

24. The exchange of mail packets with ships headed in the opposite direction was a stan-
dard means of speeding communication in the nineteenth century.
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underneath the waters. The distance traveled since noon yesterday til
noon today was 272 miles.

July 28,1898 (Thursday)
The water is delightful. Sea smooth and everything going on fine.

From noon yesterday to noon today we traveled 275 miles making
1259 out of Frisco. Our grub is improving; we are getting more to eat
now than at first.

July 29,1898 (Friday)
Lovely weather with a little rain, which cooled the air. We traveled

from noon yesterday to noon today 277 miles.

July 30, 1898 (Saturday)
Another fine day. We traveled from noon yesterday to noon today

277 miles. Tomorrow morning early we expect to arrive at Honolulu.

July 31,1898 (Sunday)
When I arose from my bed this morning we were slowly steaming

into the harbor of Honolulu. The morning was clear and warm. On
the shore everything look[ed] green. Our regiment band played several
selections. Around our vessel many copper colored boys from 12 to 15
years of age were swimming. They are great divers. Small silver
[coins] were thrown over board and before they could sink to the bot-
tom these boys would dive and bring them to the top of the water. It
was very seldom any money was lost. When we arrived near the docks,
boats come along side with men selling fruits pies and cakes and jel-
lies. These were well patronized considering the small amount of
money the boys had with them. After an early dinner we all went
ashore. 11:30 A.M., clad in white uniform and fully armed we marched
through the principal streets of Honolulu. The band played and we
presented a fairly good appearance. We marched to the palace
grounds where the Hawaiian band played at the band stand to wel-
come us here. We stacked arms and we were given leave of absence
until 5:00 P.M., which we made good use of. We w[a]ndered around
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The South Dakota Volunteers regimental band played as the soldiers marched on
parade.

the resident part of the town. The houses are not close together, there
is plenty of room. Each house seems to be built in a little park of its
own, of which are all kinds of tropical trees. We passed a house where
there was some coconut trees. We went in and had a talk with the pro-
prietor, he told us we could have all the coconuts we wanted if we
could get them down. We had a little native climb up the tree and get
the coconuts. They tasted fine and fresh.

August I, 1898 (Monday)
Delightful weather. We were allowed [a]shore and had a most en-

joyable time in bathing at the bath house. We all marched to [Iolani]
Palace ground, where we were provided with a grand dinner of sand-
wiches, cold meat, bread & butter, pies & cakes, coffee and what I
mostly enjoyed, delicious tropical fruits. The noted Hawaiian band
played while we ate. President [Sanford] Dole was there to shake
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hands with the boys.̂ 5 After dinner I walked around town a while and
returned, then we marched to the boat.

August 2,1898 (Tuesday)
Another fine day in the forenoon. We drilled and were marched to

the bath house from which we enjoyed a splendid bath. The afternoon
we were allowed ashore until 4:00 P.M. I walked to where there was
some coconut trees, had a little native boy climb the tree and get me
some coconuts. I got 2 and started for the boat. At 5:00 we steamed
out into the stream and anchored for the night.

August 3,1898 (Wednesday)
About 5:00 A.M. we sailed away bound for Manila. The Pennsylvania

accompanied us. This is a much slower vessel than ours and is
crowded with soldiers. Traveled 64 miles.

August 4,1898 (Thursday)
Very hot. The boys run around the deck with only pants and shirts

on. From noon yesterday to noon today we traveled 230 miles.

August 5, 1898 (Friday)
Glorious weather, but very warm. Brigadier General Otis and Gol.

Frost went aboard the Pennsylvania. The distance run today was 211
miles. As the day and nights are quite warm, I slept on deck.

August 6,1898 (Saturday)
Weather is still very fine, sea calm, sky clear. We had inspection of

arms at 9:00 A.M. Distance traveled 271 miles.

25. Hawai'i was an independent nation at the time the Rio de Janeiro docked in Honolulu.
Sanford B. Dole, an American, had become its president after he and a group of supporters
overthrew Queen Lili'uokalani in 1893. The America residents had petitioned Presidents
Benjamin Harrison, Grover Cleveland, and William McKinley to annex Hawai'i, but because
of significant opposition to that proposal, it was not until the time of the war in the Philip-
pines that annexation could take place on 7 July 1898. Paterson, Clifford, and Hagan, Amer-
ican Foreign Relations, pp. 185, 218.
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I

August 7,1898 (Sunday)
The ocean continues very calm and the weather very pleasant. Ser-

vice was held on deck this morning. We all have to bathe once a day.
The distance traveled from yesterday noon was 254 miles.

August 9,1898 (Tuesday)
Delightful weather. We crossed the 180 meridian today. '̂' As we

have been traveling away from the rising sun towards the West, we
would, if we continued and went straight around the world, . . . [lose]
about one day in the journey. To counteract that we [alter] the dates as
soon as we cross the 180 meridian. This in reality should be Monday
the 8th, but we call it Tuesday the 9th. If we were going East, we would
have 2 days of the same date. The distance traveled is 245 miles.

August 10,1898 (Wednesday)
The weather continues lovely. Distance traveled is 258 miles. This

afternoon some of us kept busy washing clothes. The steamship[s]
City of Pueblo and Peru passed us this morning. They were also . . .
bound for Manila carrying soldiers.

August II, 1898 (Thursday)
We traveled 262 miles. The temperature is quite hot, about 90 de-

grees in the shade. The sea is smooth. The boys spend the time in
reading, playing cards, etc. Everyday each company goes through one
half hour sitting up exercise, if we didn't have that we would get lazy.

August 12,1898 (Friday)̂ ?
The distance traveled is 265 miles.

August 13,1898 (Saturday)
Inspection of arms this forenoon. [Distance traveled is] 258 miles.

26. Tile International Date line generally follows tlie i8oth meridian.
27. On this day. while the First Regiment was at sea, the United States and Spain agreed

to an armistice. Paterson, ClifFord, and Hagan, American Foreign Relations, p. 218.
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August 14,1898 (Sunday)

Distance traveled is 259 miles. Distance from Honolulu is 2577

miles. Distance form San Francisco is 4667 miles. Distance to Manila

is 2350 miles. It is expected that we sight the [Luzon] Island on Tues-

day night about 6 o'clock. Church service[s] were held.

August 15,1989 (Monday)

Distance run 269 miles.

August 16,1898 (Tuesday)

At noon we were in North latitude 20003 ^^^^ longitu[d]e 147-58.

Run from yesterday noon 234 miles. Distance from San Francisco

5170 miles, from Honolulu 3075 miles, to Manila 1847 miles. It

[rained] last night, but today the weather is very pleasant.

August 17, 1898 (Wednesday)

At noon were in latitude 1949 North, longitude 14309 East. Run

253 miles.

August 18,1898 (Thursday)

Day run 247 miles. East 2002, North Long 138-47. From Frisco

5670 miles, from Honolulu 3815, to Manila 1082 miles.

August 20, 1989 (Saturday)

Distance traveled 265 miles.

August 21,1898 (Sunday)

We had an extra good dinner consisting of beef hard tack, soup, rice

and apricots mushed together, but it tasted good. Distance traveled

250 miles, lat 1923 North. Long 125-00 East. During the night the

wind blew a hurricane, the sea very rough.

August 22,1898 (Monday)

This morning the sea was . . . calmer and the wind did not blow so

hard. Land was in sight, which I supposed was [Luzon] Isle. During
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the day we went quite close to land and also passed other islands and
many rocks. The distance traveled is 156 miles. We will get to Manila
on Wednesday.

August 23,1898 (Tuesday)
Distance traveled is 231 miles, lat 1640 North, long 199-49 ^^st.

Weather very warm. We are skirting along the shore of the island,
which seems to be covered with trees.

August 24,1898 (Wednesday)
Arrived at Manila about 9:00 A.M. Where we leam that the city is

taken. We do not know weather we will land today or not.

August 25,1898 (Thursday)
Soon after dinner, we went aboard a small steamer boat and were

taken to a small town called Cávete (Gavite). Our two [battalions] were
quartered within a magnificient Roman Gatholic church, connected
with which are strong fortifications of solid masonery. which runs
along the shore. These were put up some time in 1600 and must have
cost a very large sum of money. Gould the old walls speak, I little
[doubt] that they would tell tales of cruelty and torture.^^ It was at one
time a fine church. The alters were a fine piece of [work]. There were
14 statues, some of them was taken down and broken. Parts of the
fioor taken up in places. There has been people burried by the alters.
We could see the headstones laid in the fioor.

August 26,1898 (Friday)
We were kept busy all day fixing our quarters, arranging a suitable

place outdoors for cooking.

August 27,1898 (Saturday)
We drill from 6:00 A.M. to 7:00 A.M. every morning and also from

5:00 to 6:00 P.M. We all get up at 4:30 A.M. Breakfast 5:15 A.M. Dinner

28. Anti-Catholicism was a staple in mainstream American culture in this era, and this
statement may reflect that.
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at 12:00. Supper at 6:00 P.M. Retreat and roll call at 6:30 P.M. We go

to bed early and if possible sleep a little in the daytime. The

mosquitoes are a great annoyance.

August 28,1898 (Sunday)

Church services were held by the Chaplain in the afternoon. I took

a walk around the town and went out to see the fort that was blown up.

Two large guns were deadly disfigured. We then picked up a few sea

shells on our way back.

August 29,1898 (Monday)

We drilled as usual. It is very hot weather at present.

September 8,1898 (Tuesday)

A young man named [Sayre] Jenson [of Irene, South Dakota], be-

longing to our company, while playing with a bomb he had found at

the fort, had his hand blown off by the explosive bomb. He is under

the doctors care.

September 10, 1898 (Saturday)

Just about noon today we [had] orders to be ready by 10:00 to start.

. . . So we packed our knapsacks and marched down to the water and

get on board of a little steam launch and steamed out to the steam

ship. Si. Paul.^'i a transport which took us over in front of Manila,

where we remained for the night. Tea was served by the ship crew to

the boys, which was very gratefully recieved. It rained most all night.

September 11,1898 (Sunday)

A fine warm day. We were expecting to be sent ashore but the day

passed, i enjoyed another night sleep.

September 12,1898 (Monday)

The 2nd Batallion went ashore and we expect to follow this after-

noon. After dinner we were transfered into barges and pulled up the

29. The First Battalion of the First South Dakota Volunteers had traveled to the Philip-
pines on the Saint Paul. Krueger, "A Soutli Dakotan's Experiences," pp. 342-43.
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river. About 6:00 P.M. we were landed on the bank in a part of Manila,
which appears to be the suburb, and quarter[ed] [for] the [night] in a
large mansion. I was on the ground that night and I got very little
sleep. It rained quite hard during the night.

I

September 13,1898 (Tuesday)
We were busy all day straightening up quarters. Rain fell heavily

during the day and night.

September 14,1898 (Wednesday)
A fine day. I obtained a pass and went down town. The streets are

paved. There are some stores [that have] quite a stack of goods. Not
many of the people speak English, so it is a little difficult to make
them understand what you want.

September 15,1898 (Thursday)
We were informed today that the [requirement] for the constant ex-

ercising up to the present time has ceased. The insurgents with
whome we feared to have some traffic with had laid down their arms
and that we had nothing to fear.

September 16, 1898 (Friday)
The weather is warm. The horses used in Manila are small. Similar

to the American bronco, they are mostly drove on carriages, street cars
and such purposes. The principal animal for drawing is a spiecies of
an ox, of a dark drab color, with large horns. It is called the cariboo
and can handle heavey loads. Rain fell heavily during the day and
most of the night. This is the rainy season and when it rains pours in
torrents. It is fortunate for us that we are quartered under a roof even
if [it] leaks a little [out] in the field under our shelter tents.

September 23, 1898 (Friday)
A very fine day. We opened up the boxes that came yesterday, con-

taining the white suites belonging to the boys which was left at Govite
(Gavite). This has all to be washed by the boys before tomorrow when
we are to have dress parade.
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September 25,1898 (Sunday)
We arose at the usual hour. There was church at 7:00 A.M.

September 26, 1898 (Monday)
We had regiment drill this morning. The weather is so warm here

that we drill in the morning and evening. The general order of events
is as follows:

First Call
Reveille

Assembly

Breakfast

Sick Call

Drill

Recall

Fatigue

Recall

Retreat

5:00 A.M.

5:10 A.M.

5:15 A.M.

5:30 A.M.

6 :00 A.M.

6:30 A.M.

8:00 A.M.

8:10 A.M.

11:45 ^•^•

6:00 P.M.

Only a certain number of men are on fatigue during the day.

The soldiers sometimes paraded in dress white uniforms while in Manila.
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September 27, 1898 (Tuesday)
Another fine day.

September 28, 1898 (Wednesday)
The Arizona arrived containing mail for the regiment.

October i, 1898 (Saturday)
Regimental drill this morning; in the evening we had dress parade

in white clothes showing up fine.

October 4,1898 (Tuesday)
Jenson, whose hand was blown off at Cavité by a shell sometime

ago, received his discharge. He is honorabl[y] discharge[d] and re-
ceived four hundred & fifty dollars with which to pay [his] express
back home.

October 8, 1898 (Saturday)
Company A, C and G moved from our present quarters to others

where we will be less crowded.

October 15,1898 (Saturday)
Wet all day. We had the usual Saturday inspection and we would

have had dress parade, but it rained.

October 19,1898 (Wednesday)
A[t] fortnoon we received orders to pack up our goods and move.

The boys packed up their little boxes and carried them down stairs so
they could be loaded on the ox carts. After everything was loaded up
we started through the rain and mud to our new quarters. We arrived
at 5:00 P.M. and by night located in our new quarters of which is
plenty of room. It is a fine large building with a bathroom and a
kitchen with a large stove in it. In front of the house is a fine yard and
a fountain and also some nice trees.

October 20,1898 (Thursday)
I am kitchen place today. Worked all day. I feel tired and sleepy.
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October 21,1898 (Friday)
Our Sergeant Major [Roy W.JStover [of Watertown], a brother [of]

Lt. Gol. [Lee] Stover, died today. He has been sick several weeks with
dysentery, which brought on other things, and [he] became so weak-
ened that he could not survive. He was a very fine young man, re-
spected and liked by every one and is mourned by the whole regiment.

October 22,1898 (Saturday)
It rained heavily during part of the forenoon and during the after-

noon. We had inspection as usual in the morning.

October 23,1898 (Sunday)
Sergeant Major Stover's body was placed on board the S.S. Para to-

day. It is embalmed and will be taken back to the U.S. A funeral pro-
cession was formed and the whole regiment [was in] line.

October 29,1898 (Saturday)
The usual Saturday inspection this morning. We have been issued

mosquito netting. We expect to be issued cats before long.3°

November 7,1898 (Monday)
We received our pay today. Our company went on out-Post Duty.

There are 4 Posts.

The Old
The city of Manila is situated on the East shore ofthe bay ofthe

same name in the Southern part of the Island of Luzon. It is di-
vided into the old city or wall[ed] city and the new city. The old city,
Manila proper, is on the left bank of the Pasig River and is sur-
rounded by a Wall some two miles and half in circumference. This
wall , . . . one ofthe sights of Manila, is a [full] twenty five feet.. . . it

JO. This reference probably refers to the need to control the rodent population.
31. At some point in November, Briggs wrote detailed descriptions of Manila and its in-

habitants and later inserted them into his journal, A sampling of these pages are excerpted
here.
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is surrounded by a double moat, which now is choked up with the
mud and filth of centuries.. . .
The Pasig River

The Pasig River fiows through the center of Manila, which [with] its
estuaries reaching out in every direction make it a veritable city of
canals. The canals or estuaries are of great importance as highway[s]
and are largely used [as] such. The district of Benondo [Binondo] on
the right bank of the river Pasig is the center of commercial activity of
Manila. Along the banks of the river, which is here confined by stone
embankments, are to be found the large Wholesale house and the cus-
tom house. The river is deep enough to admit vessels drawing up thir-
teen feet of water and the water is generally lined with boats of all
kinds, steamers, schooners and scores of the big native cascoes, which
are used as lighters [ freighters]. They are a purely native craft covered
with bamboo wicker roofs and propelled by means of long bamboo
poles. There is a narrow platform along the side of the cascoes at the

The entrance to the Walled City of Manila was guarded during the 1898 Philippine
uprising.
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The Pasig River, which flows through Manila, was an important transportation
route.

water level and the native boatm[a]n walk[s] along this with his pole
and slowly propels this unruly craft, which is to him both home and
lifehood. For the whole family lives in the little house or shed in the
stem of the casco....
The Spanish Prisons

The city and general prison is well worth a visit. Large colony of evil
doers confined there, the great [portion] of whom w[o]re chains fas-
tened to their ankles with . . . the pin firmly riveted in. [During the]
daytime the ends of the long chains attached [were] fastened around
the prisoners waist. As soon as the American authorities took charge
of this institution, these chains were taken off and are now shown to
visitors as relics. There are at present, Nov. '98, confined in this place
about 750 prisoners. They make all kinds of little things to sell such as
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horns, spoons, knives, forks from buffalo horns, shell carvings, bas-
kets, weaving and all such work is beautifully done. One of the most
interesting sights to be [s]een there is the garrote or strangling ma-
chine, with which capital punishment is inflicted under Spanish law.
The original form of this was simply a short piece of rope [with] the
ends spliced which was placed around the victim's neck and them
passed through a hole in a post. A stick was then inserted in the loop
and twisted around until the subject was strangled. The modern ma-
chine is a great improvement on this cruel method. It is a rectangular
iron frame sliding on grooved collar which is firmly bolted to a post.
The front of the frame is hinged and can be opened to admit the neck
of the condemned. The back of the frame is drilled and tapped to ad-
mit a large screw, very much like a litter press screw. The end of this
screw or bolt rests against the collar, with which the garrote is fastened
to the post and by turning the screw in contact with the collar. The exe-
cution always takes place in the open air in some public square. The
condemned dresses in a long black robe and is led to that post and
made to sit on a narrow seat so spaced that his neck is on a level with
the garrote. The victim of justice [is] bound [t]ightly to the post, the
frame is pushed out and closed around his neck and the black cap ad-
justed. The officer gives the signal. The executioner rapidly turns the
screw. There is a shudder, a short convulsive struggle and all is over.
The body is left exposed for hours. Except when in actual use, the gar-
rote is kept in the prison in charge of the executioner. I had the honor
of an interview with this functionary. Who is a native Philippine Is-
lander, serving a twenty year term for murder. He gave me a very
graphic description of the method of using the machine. The results
seem to be like cutting a man's head off with a dull pair of scissors, but
doing it quickly. I asked the man if it did [not] horrify him to kill men
in that manner [to] which he responded, "Oh no. I get sixteen dollars
for doing it." I have no doubt tha t . . . he would be glad to depopulate
the whole island at that price. He has executed twenty-seven men and
his machine has a record of over two hundred
The Escolta

The principal street in Manila is the Escolta, on which are the large
retail establishments of the city mostly in the hands of Europeans. It
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is quite narrow and only about a third of a mile in length. May be
imagined during the busy hours of the day and early in the evening
and quite a struggle is necessary to force oneself along the streets
where Americans and Spaniards soldiers, natives and Chinese push
and scramble through the crowd. At 12:00, however, all is [quiet]. The
stores are closed and the shopkeepers are all away sleeping the siesta.
A universal and in this hot climate a most salubriaus habit... .
The Native Quarters

Fondo the suburb beyond [Binondo] is the dwelling place of the
poor class of natives. . . . The ground is perfectly fiat. As there is no
system of drainage, all the filth from the houses accumulate[s] and
pools of water [form] in the hollows during the wet season. The re-
sult is that when the dry season comes, the [ fever] makes fearful [rav-
ages] among these people. The average death rate in Manila is under
ordinary conditions of from eighteen to thirty a day, which for a city
of this size, nearly 400,000, is very moderate under the present con-
ditions of sanitation. The wonder is not that people die here, but that
they live at all. It seems to prove that the climate is [not] of its self
very unhealthy.

Escolta Street was the main business street in Manila in 1898.
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The Beautiful Palace ofthe Governor General
The rich class of merchants and military men have their residence

in the San Miguel and San Sabastain (Sebastian) districts where some
very beautiful houses and grounds are to be seen. One of the most
beautiful places in the city is the Palace of Malacanan the Summer
residence ofthe Gaptain General ofthe Philippines.
The Architecture

The general appearance of Manila is uninteresting in the extreme.
The streetfs] except in San Miguel and San Sabastion are narrow and
the houses present an appearance of monotonous similarity. The pre-
vailing style of architecture is the [hollow] square with an interior
court, but the square [is] generally small and serves [as] a dumping
ground instead of being used [as] a fiower garden as is often the case
in Mexico. Two [stories] is in the ordinary limit of height....
A Unique Building

A striking exception to this generality is the church of St. Ignatius
attached [to] the Jesuit college. This church is a little gem of art and is
proudly unique in the world. The interior is constructed entirely of
woods ofthe country, [carved] by master hands. The floor is a mosaic
of different colored wood.... Around the church are statues of Ghrist
and the saints all carved from wood and absolutely without fiaw. The
rail ofthe high alter is adorned with wreathes of carved wood. The del-
icacy ofthe work is something marvelous. Every petal ofthe fiowers,
every vein in the leaf being beautifully copied. The church took 12
years to complete and all the work was done by natives, with native
material except the carving ofthe marble pillar biases, which were im-
ported from Italy. The whole place is [in] effect [a] lesson ofthe genius
of the native for imitation [for] the designing was European. They
have unlimited patien[ce] and wonderful mechanical skill. One small
[panel] in the pulpit alter work, some twenty by eighteen inches in size
representing the Ascension,... took three months to execute. . . .
Drives and Walks

Manila is a sombre place. The heavy walls and cannon every where
seems to keep the idea of defense uppermost. [F]utile have these
preparations proved in the crucial test. There is no theater worthy of
the name and there are no parks unless the one or two little places in
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the old city can be [dignified] with that name. There is a fine boulevard
along the waterfront however, outside of the moat and here in the cool
hours of the evening, the upper[echelon| of Manila society may be
seen driving along in open carriages drawn by the diminutive but
[spirited] little native horses. The Spanish ladies, some of them ex-
tremely handsome, bareheaded [and] dressed in the light gauzy fab-
rics proper to the climate are very pleasing to the sight of the exiled
American youth as they ride by, their eyes fiashing and pretty teeth
sparkling through the smiling lips, but alas they are very loyal to the
lost cause and cast no looks of favor [on] the rude Northerners who
have humbled the pride of their country. Some of the men are very
friendly with us, but 1 [have] yet to see a Spanish lady in the company
of an American.
The Trade

Trade is largely in the hands of the Chinese. [T]hey are every where
and handle everything. . . . [T]hey manufacture sugar and soap and
many other articles of value [to] carpenters under tribute. [Binondo] is
flill to over Bowing with Chinese. Del Rosario and Adjacent streets are
lined with the diminutive space showing shops of these thrifty people.
They understand the tricks of trade to perfection . . . .

November 8,1898 (Tuesday)
Each enlisted man of our regiment [has] been required to pay

$61.00, to pay for the work done on board the S.S. Rio de Janerio by
the cooks of the steamship company.

November 14,1898 (Monday)
Jay [A.]Smith [of Mitchell] died this afternoon. Captain [Robert R.]

McGregor [of Fort Meade] and private McCondl [Carl W. McConnell,
of Mitchell] were present when he died. He died very peacefully with
out a struggle. This is the first death in G Company.

November 15,1898 (Tuesday)
Jay Smith was buried in the quiet little cemetery where all the dead

soldier boys bodies have been placed. Our company, the band and a
few mourners from the other company attended the funeral. All of us
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who wished were around to view the remains of our deceased com-
rade. It was warm about 9:00 A.M. The funeral procession left the Di-
vision Hospital. The band went first, followed by the chaplain. Then
came by here with the pall bearers, followed by the firing squad then
the company. The slow march was very impressive, but the ceremony
was more so. Then in the little cemetery amidst tropical surroundings
and luxuriant foliage, we buried our comrade. The National Anthemî^
was first played by the band, after this the chaplain gave a short ad-
dress then followed "Nearer My God To Thee" by the band. The
corps[e] was lowered into the grave and the burial service read. The
usual salute of three volleys were fired. Taps were sounded by the bu-
gler and the ceremony over. We then left our comrade to take his last
rest in a foreign land away from his friends and relatives.

November 19,1898 (Saturday)
A very warm day. Our company is on out post duty.

November 24,1898 (Thursday) I
Thanksgiving day. We were all busy in arranging for the dinner. We

got a large table and made it 50 ft. long. We had no table cloth so we
put [on] news papers. Our thanksgiving dinner consisted of boiled
chicken, chicken soup, bread, mashed potatoes, 45 peach pies, cake
doughnuts, pickles, peach sauce, oranges, bananas, coffee with milk
and sugar. Captain McGregor was to have been with us but his sick-
ness prevented him from being here to dinner. Our Lieut. [Olin M.]
Fisk [of Gettysburg] and [2nd Lt. William] Hazel came before we com-
menced eating. Leut. Hazel took a photograph of the whole table with
the boys seated. The dinner was a success, very well cooked and the
boys partook hearty of everything on the table and [there] was a supper
abundance. All the boys were delighted and satisfied, which gave all

32. "The Star-Spangled Banner" was not officially recognized as the United States national
anthem until 1931, but it had been established as the official music for the military retreat
ceremony at Fort Meade, South Dakota, in 1892. Steven J. Bucklin, From Cold War to Gulf
War: The South Dakota National Guard. 3945 io the Millennium (Vermillion, S.Dak.: Coyote
History, 2003), p. 116.
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those who had anything to do with getting up the dinner [satisfaction.]
[A]fter dinner cigars were passed around. The dinner cost $26.57.

November 26,1898 (Saturday)
We had general inspection in the morning. In the afternoon a ball

game was played between North & South Dakota in which the latter
won by 9 to 8.

November 27,1898 (Sunday)
Charles [L.] Scott [of Armour] and I went to a fine large Catholic

church. It was all built of steel. It is fine on the inside. We went to the
top of the steeple, we could see all over the city.

December i, 1898 (Thursday)
I came off guard. I felt tired, clean[ed] up and took a nap. In the

evening we had regiment dress parade.

December 3,1898 (Saturday)
We had general inspection this moming. I was down town and had

my picture taken.

December 4, 1898 (Sunday)
Sgt. [Samuel F.] How[e] [of Huron] and I went to church this mom-

ing. The church is a fine one. San Sabastian is the name of the
church. We then walked around town a while.

December 5,1898 (Monday)
A fine morning. We had our regular morning drill. It is quite warm

in the evening. Frank [L.] Sayles [of Mitchell] and I went down town.

December 6,1898 (Tuesday)
We had Battalion drill in the morning. After drill I went down town.

December 7, 1898 (Wednesday)
A fine morning. We had drill this morning. We had Battalion drill

this evening. It is quite warm and the streets very dusty. Now we
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haven't had any rain for 8 days. When it rains it cools off the air and is
fresh.

December 8,1898 (Thursday) I
It is quite warm this morning. Drill as usual. I was down town this

evening.

December 9,1898 (Friday)
Another fine day. I am on guard today at General Hales quarters.33

It is a neat place.

33. Brigadier General Irving Hale commanded the Second Brigade, Eighth Corps. Linn,
Philippine War. p. 42.

Thomas Briggs considered San Sebastian to be the most attractive church in
Manila and attended services there on 4 December 1898.
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December 10,1898 (Saturday)
I came off guard duty this morning. It is quite cool. I was down

town in the afiernoon, there was a football game.

December 11,1898 (Sunday)
A fine cool morning. I am on fatigue duty today, cleaned up around

quarters. The day passed [off] very [quiet]. It is very [quiet] here on Sun-
day. There [is] not much going on in the evening. I was down to the
beach and heard the band play. There was a very large crowd of people.

December 12,1898 (Monday)
It is nice and cool We had drill this morning as usual.

December 16,1898 (Friday)
Another fine day. We drill as usual this morning. I am supernu-

merary on the guard today.

December 17,1898 (Saturday)
I came off of guard this morning. We had inspection in heavy

marching order. The Majors inspected the battalion and quarters. It is
a nice cool day. We had inspection a 2:00 P.M., after that I went down
town and bought a few articles that I needed. The stores are getting
well stocked with holiday goods.

December 18,1898 (Sunday)
A fine warm day. O[tis] sent the American soldiers home. The mail

leaves today for the states. The Si. Paul arrives today with . . . heavy
mail and our Xmas boxes. We are commencing to get ready for a big
Xmas dinner.

December 20,1898 (Tuesday)
It rained last night.

December 22,1898 (Thursday)
We had quite a heavy rain last night and a few showers today.
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December 23,1898 (Friday)
1 am making pies today. 1 got to make one hundred pies and three

hundred doughnuts and some cakes.

December 24,1898 (Saturday)
1 got my pies baked and all the others. We received our Xmas boxes

from Mitchell. We were all well pleased with our presents.

December 25,1898 (Sunday) I
A fine day. Bill for Xmas dinner: chicken broth, stewed chicken,

roast beef, mashed potatoes, chow chow, mixed pickles, prune sauce,
peach sauce, apple pies, peach pies, doughnuts, sponge cake, ba-
nanas, oranges, bread and butter, coffee with milk, bottle beer on ice.
The dinner was a success. Major [William F.] Alison [of Brookings],
Capt. McGregor, Lt. Fisk, and Lt. Hazel were present. Everything
passed off smooth and all the boys were satisfied. In the morning,
Capt. McGregor asked me to make some mince pies, which 1 did, for
he was going to have Xmas supper there, ten officers and eight Red
Cross Ladies present.

December 26,1898 (Monday)
Another fine day. I slept all day.

December 28,1898 (Wednesday)
A warm day. We had regiment drill. There was a big fire. I think it

was a house, it was quite aways off. It is the first fire I have seen here.
They have a kind of fire company.

December 31, 1898 (Saturday)
I [am] on guard today. We had inspection and muster. 1 am on guard

at General Hales headquarters, it is a nice place to be on guard at.

January i, 1899 (Sunday)
Today is the beginning of a new year. There was a great old time

last night. The bands were out playing until after 12 o'clock. I came
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off guard this morning. It is a ver>' fine day, nice and cool in the

evening. [Emor)' S.] West and I walked down to the beach. There was

a large crowd of people, the band played.

January 2,1899 (Monday)
Another nice day. I am on fatigue today.

January 7,1899 (Saturday)
I am on guard today.

January 8,1899 (Sunday)
1 came off guard. This morning it is cloudy and cool. 1 went down

to the beach and passed through the walled city. It is a nice drive along

the beach and along the docks. The docks were lined with all kinds of

vessels. It is quite a sight to see.

January 9, 1899 (Monday)
It is very cold this morning. We had sitting up exercise. I am in the

kitchen today. We were paid in the afternoon. I received $31.20. We ex-

pect trouble with the insurgents. We had orders to sleep with our

clothes on. We each have 85 rounds of cartridges.

January 10, 1899 (Tuesday)
A fine day. I was down town and bought a few things. I bought a

gold ring, stamps and writing paper. We had drill. We still got orders

to sleep with our clothes on.

January 11,1899 (Wednesday)
Another fine day. There was a little excitement on the out post last

night. A native stabbed a soldier in the face with a knife. The soldier

shot the native. The soldier didn't get hurt ver>' bad. I think he will be

alright in a short time. Sergeant [Wellington] Oldfield [of Pierre, Gom-

pany A] got shot through the hand. It was an accident. We had another

scare in the afternoon.
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Januar)' 12, 1899 (Thursday)
I was called out for e.xtra guards, a number of shots fired. Things

began to look interesting for a while, but had no trouble so far. 1 had a
little sleep this forenoon. Fver)-- man received aid packet, it contains of
cloths for wounds. It is ver>' coo! evening.

Januar)' 13, 1899 (Tuesday)
We drilled before Colonel [Frost] this morning. Fach company had

to do the same. Best drilled company gets to be body guard for Gov.
General.

January 14, 1899 (Saturday)
Inspection in heavy marching order. [Charles L.] Kelso [of Sioux

Falls] and 1 took a dinner out for the out post guards. We walked out
and back. We had each a six shooter.34 On our way back, we stopped at
the leprosy hospital. It is a horrible sight to see those people. Big sores
eating away the flesh. In the evening our band played a few pieces. We
still expect trouble. All the guards are doubled on out post. We come
on guard pretty often now. lt keeps us on the jump all the time. We
have to sleep with our clothes on yet it looks more light fighting. Ev-
er)day there is a boat on the river just a block from our quarters that is
going up the river. It has 4 gatling, 2 [maxim], 3 riñes,̂ 5 There is three
men detailed from our company to go on the boat. It will leave tomor-
row [if] they get ready.

January 15, 1899 (Sunday)
It rained very hard last night and rained all morning. I am super-

numerary. 1 had to attend 2 guard mounts. We had to go through the
rain and mud. I got all wet.

34. This weapon was probably an army-issue Colt .45.
35. The "galling" refers to Richard Jordan Gatling's mechanically operated rapid-fire

weapon; the "maxim" was Hiram Maxim's automatic machine gun, the world's first; the "ri-
Hes" are unidentifiable.
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January 16,1899 (Monday)

I am on guard today at General Hale. It is very warm; it is very

quiet now.

January 17,1899 (Tuesday)

I came off guard this moming. I felt very tired after being on

guard 24 hours.

January 18, 1899 (Wednesday)I am in the kitchen today. It rained

very hard.

January 19,1899 (Thursday)

It is very warm. Sayles and I took the dinner out to the out post, lt

was a terrible warm walk out there.

The joumal entries stop at this point, although Briggs was not mus-

tered out of the service until October í8gg. U is unclear why the joumal

ends so abruptly, but the entries hint at one possible explanation, Briggs's

regiment had begun preparations to engage the enemy, although the en-

emy would not be the Spanish whom he and his comrades had expected to

fight when they were mustered into the volunteer army.

Before Dewey attacked Manila in i8c)8, the United States had enlisted

the aid of a Filipino whom some refer to as a patriot and others character-

ize as a shameless self-promoter. That man was Emilio Aguinaldo, a vet-

eran of the Filipino strudle against the Spanish. He had joined with the

Americans to help his country achieve independence. When the Ameri-

cans took Manila in August i8g8, they would not allow Aguinaldo access

to the city. The political goals of the United States had heen less than clear

at the war's start, and that obscurity now translated into uncertain mili-

tary goals. By the time it became obvious that the United States intended

to hold the Philippines, Aguinaldo and his followers had been thoroughly

alienated. In January 1S99, they declared the Republic of the Philippines,

setting the stage for a four-year war known to Americans as the Philippine

Insurrection. It was in this war that Thomas Briggs actually fought, not
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the Spanish-American War, which officially ended when the United

States Senate gave its advise and consent to the Treaty of Paris on 6

February i8ggJ''

The treaty led to controversy over the First South Dakota's continued ser-

vice in the Philippines. Governor Lee, a Populist who had run on the Fu-

sion ticket in i8g6 and í8g8, had supported the liberation of Cuba but not

the acquisition of an empire. In April 1899, he called upon the federal gov-

ernment to return the South Dakota Volunteers from the Philippines be-

cause, he claimed, their enlistments had expired with the signing and rati-

fication ofthe Treaty of Paris. The McKinley Administration ignored his

request.i7 As a result, Briggs and his fellow South Dakotans participated in

a variety of engagements. In February i8çfg, the First South Dakota was

involved in the retaking of Manila and fought at the battles of Block Houses

Nos. 2, 3, and 4, La Loma Church, and the Manila Trenches. Brian Linn

notes that the First South Dakota "worked around the Filipino lefl and

}6. Palerson. ClifTord, and Hagan, American Foreign Relations, pp. 218, 221-22; Linn,
Philippine War, pp. j-y, 34.

37. Schell, History of South Dakota, p. 239.

troops in trenches in the Philippines await
the order to fire.
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fought its way through the barbed wire and headstones at La Loma
Church," enabling the Ameiicans to take Santa Mesa Ridge. "-'̂

In March, the regiment saw action at San Francisco del Mante Church,
the Pulihan River, Meycauayan, the Santa Maria River, Cuiguinto, Santa
Isabel, and Malolos.->^> During the battle for Malolos, the First South Dakota,
along with the Tenth Pennsylvania and the First Nebraska, "killed over
ninety enemy soldiers." The South Dakotans fought again at Guiguinto and
the Pulihan River in April as well as at Calumpit, where a company from the
First South Dakota "threaded its way across a small footbridge" as one of the

first units to cross the river and engage the enemy.^° Their last combat came
at San Tomas and San Fernando in May i8gg. At San Femando, the South
Dakotans encountered water holes that had been polluted with corpses, cam-
oufiaged traps filled with sharpened bamboo spikes, and a generally merciless
environment. Nonetheless, the operation was a success: the enemy was
fianked, caught in the open, and began to surrender.-i^

In late May, Thomas Briggs came down with typhoid, and he was still
suffering when the First South Dakota left the Philippines. He was trans-
ported on a stretcher to the Sheridan, a troop transport, on 10 Au^st
1899. The ship lefi Manila on 12 August and arrived in San Francisco on 7
September. Of the 1,02g officers and men who lefi Sioux Falls In May i8g8,
23 were killed in action, ^^ lost their lives to disease, 4 died from their
wounds, 1 was killed in an accident, 1 drowned, g^ were wounded and sur-
vived, and 4 were listed as deserters.'*^ Although it does not record his com-
bat experiences, Briggs's diary gives testimony to some of the incidents of
disease and accident that are common to soldiers in such an environment.

By war's end, Briggs and his fellow soldiers had witnessed the best and
worst of combat behavior on both sides. American soldiers, like soldiers of
any nationality and of any war, had participated in acts of kindness as well

38. Linn, Philippine War. p. 48.
39. Rothlisberger, "History of the South Dakota National Guard," p. 43.
40. Linn, Philippine War. pp. 97, 107. See also Rothlisberger, "History of the South Dakota

National Guard," pp. 43-44.
41. Uni), Philippine War. pp. i io-ii ; Rothlisberger, "History of the South Dakota National

Guard," p. 44.
42. Billy J. Wietelman to Nancy Tystad Koupal, [2 Oct. 2000J, South Dakota State Histori-

cal Society, Pierre; Rothlisberger, "History of the South Dakota National Guard," p. 44.
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as acts of barbarity. Briggs himself documented summary executions of pris-

oners within two hours of their detention, according to a photograph in-

cluded in his joumal. Afier the Filipinos killed an American regiment and

put molasses into the mutilated corpses to attract ants. General Jacob Sm-ith

told his men: "I want no prisoners. I wish you to kill and bum, the more you

kill and burn the better you will please me."'^^ In addition, both sides used

torture, although not routinely. And in what was certainly a cruel irony,

Americans rounded up Filipinos and put them in reconcentration cam.ps,

one of the Spanish acts in Cuba that Americans had found so vile.-*^

When they returned stateside, the men of the South Dakota regiment

spent about one month turning in equipment, receiving medical care, com-

pleting paperwork, and preparing for the Journey home. Unfortunately, no

one was certain how the regiment would get back to South Dakota, as the

federal government had made no provision for transportation from San

Francisco to the various states. Once again, Covernor Lee called upon pri-

vate citizens of South Dakota and received the necessary funds until the

state legislature could appropriate money at the next session.-^y The muster-

ing out ceremony took place on j October i8gg in San Francisco. Briggs's

discharge commended him for "Service, Honest and FaithfuL"-!''

Many of those retuming men must have reflected on what they had ac-

complished during their service. The remnants of Spain's once glorious em-

pire were shattered, whereas the united States had conquered an empire,

not in one hemisphere, hut in two. For that, the men might be proud, but

the refiective among them surely observed that the Cubans were still not free

and independent, nor were the Hawaiians, Puerto Ricans, or Guamani-

ans. The Philippine Islands, for which they had sacrificed so much, were

now an American protectorate; Just eight years afier the war. President

Theodore Roosevelt would refer to them as America's "heel of Achilles, "'f 7

Thomas Briggs was still a young man when he returned to Mitchell,

South Dakota, although certainly hardened by his experiences and equally

43. Quoted in Paterson, Clifford, and Hagen, American Foreign Relations, p. 222.
44. Ibid; Linn. Philippine War. pp. 195-96.
45. Schell, History of South Dakota, pp. 239-40.
46. Quoted in Wietelman to Koupal. '
47. Quoted in Paterson, Ciifford, and Hagen, American Foreign Relations, p. 253.
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aware of how precious life is afier surviving combat. Settling into civilian
life, he married Anna Mary Thompson and fathered three children. He was
a volunteer firefighter who remained in the South Dakota National Guard,
rising to the rank of captain. His regular employment was as a hrakeman

for the Chicago, Milwaukee, B[ Saint Paul railyard in Mitchell, where he
was killed on 2g December 1905 in a freak accident while coupling the air-
brakes on a passenger train. He was only 2g years old.i^

The newspapers carried many tributes the day of his funeral and for sev-
eral days afierward. The Mitchell Clarion wrote, "In his death Mitchell
loses one of her distinguished citizens—a man who has served her in more
capacities than one and who was always found at his post of duty."-^9 Per-
haps no tribute speaks more eloquently than the fact that all six ofhis pall-
bearers—Frank McLain, Joseph Vermilyea, Roy Perry, Frank Sayles, jay
Parsons, and Henry Tunis—had served with him in the Philippines. In
serving their comrade in death as well as in life, these men lived up to the
meaning of the Latin phrase nunc et semper, which serves as a motto for
those men and women training today in the South Dakota National
Guard. It means simply, "Now and always."

48. Mitchell Dally Republic, 30 Dec. 1905, 3 fan. 1906; Mitchell Cazette. 4 |an. 1906;
Mitchell Clarion, 4 Jan. 1906; "South Dakota Births, 1856-1903," www.ancestry.com, ac-
cessed 9 Aug. 2004.

49. Mitchell Clarion, 4 Jan. 1906.
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