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An lowan's View from Fort Randall: The Letters of
Doctor Samuel N. Pierce, 1861-1862

TERRENCE J. L I N D E L L

In October 1861, Companies A, B, and G of the Fourteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry were mustered into service in Iowa Gity. Whue such
activity was common all across the northern states in the early
months of the Civil War, these troops were not headed south in defense of the Union. Instead, they would march westward to the newly
organized Dakota Territory to garrison Fort Randall, located on the
west bank of the Missouri River about sixty miles above the territorial
capital of Yankton. There they would relieve army regulars returning
east to join the effort to suppress the rebellion.
Among the Iowans headed to Fort Randall was Doctor Samuel N.
Pierce, a Cedar Falls physician who had signed up as assistant surgeon for the Fourteenth Iowa. His stay at the post would be brief, but
during that time he would writeflveletters that appeared in his hometown newspaper, the Cedar Falls Gazette. Pierce's correspondence provides insights into early Dakota Territory and the people who inhabited it, as well as army life on the frontier and tensions within the
small command. Although he saw great economic potential for portions of southeastem Dakota, Pierce judged the area around Fort Randall to be barely fit for human habitation. Nor was he sympathetic to
either the Indians or whites he found there. The Indians failed to
meet his norms for civilized behavior, and both groups, he believed,
took advantage of government largesse. Finally, Pierce's letters hint at
An earlier version of this article was presented at the Northem Great Plains History Conference in Eau Glaire, Wisconsin, in 2005. The author thanks Professor Joseph G. Fitzharris
of the University of Saint Thomas for his helpful comments.
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a military command fractured by rivalries, some of which stemmed
from political divisions among its officers and their entanglement in
early Dakota politics.
Eort Randall owed its existence to troubles between the Lakota, or
western Sioux, Indians and emigrants on the Overland Trail in 1854.
EoUowing a Lakota attack on a small command under Brevet Second
Lieutenant John Grattan in eastern Wyoming, an action often called
the Grattan Massacre, the army responded with a punitive expedition
led by Brevet Brigadier General William S. Harney. During the brief
conflict, sometimes knovm as the First Sioux War, Hamey's troops
spent a miserable winter in 1855-1856 at Eort Pierre on the Missouri
River in facilities that proved unsuitable for a wintering force. The following June, Hamey's forces began constructing Fort Randall.'
On the eve of the Civil War, Fort Randall was the only military post
on the Missouri River north of Eort Leavenworth. Of the five companies of the Eourth Artillery Regiment initially sent to garrison Eort
Randall, three soon left to join other regular army units in the East.^
In early September 1861, Iowa governor Samuel J. Kirkwood issued
a proclamation calling for four new regiments, two of which "'are
required for the defense of our own borders against the incursion of
predatory tribes of Indians.'"' Major General John C. Erémont, commander of the Department of the West, had specifically requested
1. For more details on the Grattan Massacre and the subsequent military campaign, see R.
Eli Paul, Blue Water Creek and the First Sioux War, ÍSJ4-1S56 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2004). The best history of Fort Randall is Jerome A. Greene, Fort Randall on the
Missouri, 1S56-1S92 {Pierre: South Dakota State Historical Society Press, 2005). For a brief
account of the origins and conduct of the First Sioux War and the creation of Fort Randall,
see pp. 8-21. Fort Randall would be the first in a series of army posts built along the Upper
Missouri and elsewhere in the region as the United States exerted its authority in the new
territory. For the early stages of this process, see ibid., pp. 48-50. See also Brenda K. Jackson,
"Holding Down the Fort: A History of Dakota Territory's Fort Randall," South Dakota History
32 (Spring 2002J: 1-27. Robert G. Athearn, Forts of the Upper Missouri (Englewood Cliffs,
N.J.: Prentice-Hall, rg67) does an excellent job of placing events at Fort Randall in the context of military policy. See, especially, pp. 50-72 for the period before the companies of the
Fourteenth Iowa arrived on the scene.
2. Greene, Fort Randall, pp. 34-35: Jackson, "Holding Down the Fort," pp. 3-5, g.
3. H. W. Lathrop, The Life and Times of Samuel J. Kirkwood, ¡owa's War Governor (Iowa City:
By the Author, 1893), pp. 161-62. The text of the proclamation can also be found in the State
Democratic Press [Iowa Gity], 18 Sept. 1861.
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these two regiments for service at Fort Leavenworth in Kansas and
Fort Randall in Dakota Territory.^
Newspaper accounts of recruiting activities in Gedar Falls and Iowa
Gity suggest that the Thirteenth Regiment was intended to garrison
Fort Randall and the Fourteenth would go to Fort Leavenworth.s In the
end, only Companies A, B, and G of the Fourteenth were sent to the
frontier, and those went to Dakota Territory. At the time, troops assumed that the assignment was to be temporary, lasting through the
winter of 1861-1862, and that they would rejoin the main body of the
Fourteenth, which had gone into action with only seven companies,
for the war against the rebellion. By the late summer of 1863, however, it became clear that the Iowa troops at Fort Randall would never
rejoin the Fourteenth, and the three companies were redesignated the
Forty-first Iowa Infantry Battalion. Three new companies were raised
to fill out the Fourteenth.'^
The troops destined for Dakota gathered in Iowa Gity in early October 1861 and were mustered into service late in the month. Gompany
A, under the command of Captain John Pattee, consisted primarily of
men from Iowa City and three contiguous counties in northeastern
Iowa: Black Hawk, Bremer, and Butler Company B, commanded by
Captain Bradley Mahana, was dominated by men from Iowa City and
other communities in Johnson County. Company C, under the com4. Kirkwood was concerned by rumors that Fremont had called for these troops without
authority from the War Department. He asked for clarification from Simon Cameron, secretary of war, in a letter dated 2 October 1861. See The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series 3, Vol. i (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office, 1899), pp. 554-55. Cameron responded that Kirkwood could raise
four regiments, three of infantry and one of cavalry, "in compliance with the request of Major-General Fremont" (ibid., p. 566).
5. Cedar Falls Gazette, 20 Sept. 1861; Iowa Weekly Republican [Iowa Gity], 16 Oct. 1861.
6. Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of the Rebellion Together with Historical
Sketches of Volunteer Organizations 1861-1866, 6 vols. (Des Moines, Iowa: Emory H. English,
1908), 2:721. The uprising among the Santee Sioux in Minnesota in August 1862 would underscore the importance of maintaining a garrison in Dakota Territory. The Forty-first Iowa
Infantry Battalion would eventually become Companies K, L, and M of the Seventh Iowa
Gavalry, which saw service in the campaigns against Indians on the Great Plains. See David
P. Robrock, "The Seventh Iowa Gavalry and the Plains Indian Wars," Montana The Magazine
of Western History 39 (Spring 1989): 2-17.
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mand of Captain George H. Wolfe of Jones County, had contingents
from Jones and Des Moines counties but drew widely from eastern
and southeastern Iowa. Pattee, the commander of Company A, was
selected as the senior officer and would command the garrison at Fort
Randall.' This arrangement of three equally ranked company commanders, the senior of whom would command the unit, may have
made sense for a temporary assignment after which the companies
would be reintegrated into their regiment, but it did not serve the
Iowa troops well during the winter of 1861-1862.
Pattee was not the most qualified man of the three to assume command. His appointment to the rank of captain was last among the
three company commanders, coming on 23 October, the same day his
men were mustered into service. The appointments of Wolfe and Mahana had come nearly four weeks earlier, even though all three companies were mustered in within a three-day span. In age, Pattee fell in
the middle at forty-one years, compared with Mahana's fifty-four and
Wolfe's thirty-six.* In military experience, Pattee was clearly inferior to
Mahana, who came to Iowa vrith substantial experience as a militia
officer in Pennsylvania. Mahana had commanded the Washington
Guards, a company of militia in Iowa City prior to the Civil War. He
had taken that company and other volunteers into federal service
as Company B of the First Iowa Infantry, a ninety-day regiment that
7. Roster and Record of Iowa Soldiers, 2731-54. This source provides brief histories of Iowa
regiments in the Civil War along with some biographical data on all the men who served in
them. Lemuel G. Cunningham, one of Wolfe's command who would become a regular correspondent with the Anamosa Eureka, reported that Wolfe's company, calling themselves the
"Wapsy Tigers" in honor of the Wapsipinicon River flowing through Jones County, had intended to become part of the Thirteenth Iowa but was not ready when that regiment organized. Wolfe's men, along with a number of other recruits waiting in Davenport to be mustered in, consequently were sent to Iowa City to nil out the three companies of the
Fourteenth bound for Dakota Territory. Some of the "Wapsy Tigers" were mustered into Pattee's company to bring it up to strength. See Anamosa Eureka, 3 Jan. 1862. Cunningham
signed all of his letters from Dakota Territory "L. G. C." The editor identified Cunningham
as the correspondent at the end of the war. See Anamosa Eureka, 3 Aug. 1865.
8. Roster ana Record of Iowa Soldiers, 2745, 747, 754. Little more can be said about Wolfe.
R. M. Corbit, ed.. History of Jones County, Iowa, Vast and Present, 2 vols. (Chicago: S. J. Clarke
Publishing Go., 1910), 1:186, lists him among the men who came from the community of
Hale but offers no other information.
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Captain John Pattee of Company A, who was selected to
command the contingent of Fourteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry troops at Fort Randall, encountered stiff rivalry from
the other company captains.

fought at Wilson's Creek in Missouri in early August, alüiough he
seems not to have been present at the battle. Within weeks of returning to Iowa City, Mahana had begun raising a company to serve on the
frontier and succeeded in getting a number of veterans from his old
company to sign up.^ None of the biographical information available
g. History offohnson County, Iowa, Containing a History of the County, and its Townships,
Cities and Villagesfrom 1S36 to 1882 {1883; reprint ed., Evansville, Ind.: Unigraphic, 1973), pp.
869-70; Charles Ray Aumer, Leading Events in Johnson County Iowa History (Cedar Rapids,
Iowa: Western Historical Press, 1912), pp. 505-6, 508-13; William Garrett Piston, "The ist
Iowa Volunteers: Honor and Community in a Ninety-Day Regiment," Civil War History 44
(Mar. 199S): 7, 10. For newspaper coverage of the First Iowa Infantry, see Iowa Weekly Republican, 24 Apr., 8 May, and 28 Aug. 1861. The last issue contains a letter from a member
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on Pattee suggests prior military experience. His chief qualifications
seem to have been his service as state auditor for a time in the 1850s,
his position as Governor Kirkwood's private secretary starting in mid1861, and his marriage to the sister of Kirkwood's wife. Like the governor, Pattee was a Republican, while Mahana was a Democrat.'"
Politics inevitably played a role in the organization of new state regiments early in the war. Governors directly appointed officers above
the company level, and such selections often involved choosing
among candidates with political connections and aspirations. Officers
at the company level (captain, first lieutenant, and second lieutenant)
in new companies were generally elected by the men of those units,
although it was usually clear who had taken the initiative to organize
the group and would merit the captaincy. Recruits understood when
they enlisted whose company they were joining, even though officers
had not yet been elected. Gommissions thus served as an incentive for
local leaders to rally men to enlist. Men who could bring some recruits
into a new unit but not enough to gain the captaincy might have sufficient influence to receive a lieutenancy."
of Gompany B stating that Lieutenant Graham had commanded the company at the time of
the battle. On Mahana's role in recruiting a company for Fort Randall, see Iowa Weekly Repuhliean, 18 Sept. 1861. Mahana's surname is sometimes spelled "Mahanna" or "Mahannah"
in contemporary sources.
10. History of Johnson County, Iowa, pp. ioo, 891-92; Iowa Weekly Republican, 3 July 1861;
Dan Hlbert Glark, Samuel Jordan Kirkwood (Iowa Gity: State Historical Society of Iowa, 1917),
p. 211. Mahana was elected to the Iowa Gity city council on the Democratic ticket in the
spring of r86i. See State Democratic Press, 27 Mar., 3,10 Apr. 1861.
11. Glark, Samuel Jordan Kirkwood, p. 213; State Democratic Press. 18 Sept., 2 Oct. i86i;
Cedar Falls Gazette, 27 Sept., 4 Oct. 1861. Francis H. Gooper of Gedar Falls, who had assisted
in recruiting more than forty men for Pattee's company, became its first lieutenant. Roster
and Record of Iowa Soldiers, 2733. Kirkwood commented on this process in a letter to Pattee
in late 1862 in which he responded to a petition from members of Gompany A calling for
the appointment of a sergeant to the captaincy Pattee had vacated upon being promoted to
major. "The persons seem to think they have the right to select their captain," he wrote.
"This is an error" Kirkwood had the power to determine appointments and stated that elections and the circulation of petitions was divisive. As proof, he pointed to the fact that First
Lieutenant Francis Gooper, mentioned above, was described by the petitioners as "particularly odious to the company generally and has not and cannot have its respect—vet he was
elected" (Kirkwood to Pattee, i Nov. 18S2). A photocopy of the original is located in Box i.
Folder 2, John Pattee Papers, Special Gollections, State Historical Society of Iowa, Iowa Gity
(hereafter cited as Pattee Papers). Gooper succeeded Pattee as captain of Gompany A. An ex-
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Political connections in Iowa City may explain how Pattee could recruit a company and receive a captaincy. The answer to how he became senior company commander, however, appears to lie in chance
rather than influence. In early 1862, Pattee wrote from Fort Randall to
inform the adjutant general in Washington that he "and Capt B. Mahana cast lots to determine our rank" while back in Iowa and to ask
whether it was necessary for the company's lieutenants to do the
same.^^ The fact that Pattee saw himself as an equal contender for the
position of senior commander over a man who had already captained
a company in an Iowa regiment suggests ambition on his part. His
victory in this contest placed a man who had much to learn about being a soldier at the head of the Fort Randall contingent.
The man who would chronicle the activities of Companies A, B, and
C, Doctor Samuel N. Pierce, had been bom in Vermont and trained in
medicine in the Northeast before traveling to Iowa in 1856 and establishing a practice in Cedar Falls in Black Hawk County. Following his
service with the Fourteenth Iowa, he returned to his practice and lived
in Cedar Falls until his death in 1900.^^ Pierce's first two letters to the
cellent example of how a company might come together with elements from several communities and how commissions might be distributed to satisfy the various factions is found
in Mildred Throne, ed.. The Civil War Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd, Fifleenth Iowa Infantry, 18G1186} (1953; reprint ed., Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1998), pp. 7-9.
12. Pattee to Adjutant General, Washington, D.C., 26 Jan. 1862, Box i, Folder 2, Pattee Papers. Pattee's and Mahana's companies were both mustered into service on 23 October, and
the casting of lots must have taken place that day or shortly before. Wolfe's Company C did
not enter service until two days later. Thus, he apparently was never a contender for the position of senior captain. What prompted Pattee's query from Fort Randall is not known.
Casting lots to determine rank occurred in other units, as well. Cyrus Boyd and another candidate tossed a coin to decide who would be first sergeant of his company. See Throne, Civil
War Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd, pp. 8-9.
13. Cedar Falls Gazette, 25 Sept. 1900. Curiously, no Black Hawk County histories containing biographical entries that were published during Pierce's lifetime have entries for Pierce
despite his early residence there, his longstanding medical practice, and his involvement in
civic activities. Nor is Pierce mentioned in Kenneth L, Lyftogt, From Blue Mills to Columbia:
Cedar Falls and the Civil War (Ames: Iowa State University Press, 1993). Apart from his obituary cited here and scattered items in the Cedar Falls Gazette, the source most useful in illuminating PJerce's life in Cedar Falls is a biography of his friend, Peter Melendy. See Luella
M. Wright, Peter Melendy: The Mind and the Soil (Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa,
1943).
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Cedar Falls Gazette, the first written from Camp Des Moines on 11
November 1861 and the second from Fort Randall on 9 December,
gave readers back home a sense of the journey to Dakota. The group
got off to a slow start, breaking camp in Iowa City on 31 October
and marching two miles to Governor Kirkwood's farm. There they
stayed two days before continuing. The next march took them fifteen
miles to Clear Greek, still in Johnson County, where the community
greeted them warmly and a woman presented the men with an American flag. This scenario would be fairly common for the first portion of
the journey—a day's travel of twelve to twenty miles ending with an
enthusiastic reception, especially when the troops camped near a
community of any size. At Grinnell, for example, the men got "a
hearty welcome," and visitors to the camp "manifested much interest
in the comfort of the soldiers," many of whom were invited to private
homes. Pierce also complimented Grinnell's women for showing
"their patriotism by furnishing the troops with an abundant supply of
bread," which the men welcomed because they had none. At Grinnell,
Pattee learned they were to march to Gouncil Bluffs, where a steamboat would take the command to Fori Randall.'"t
While at Des Moines, Pierce penned a good description of these
companies on the move and in temporary quarters:
Our train consists of 300 soldiers, armed and equipped, seven ladies, 25
baggage wagons, and one ambtilanceforthe sick. When at home we occupy
sixty houses [tents]. Each house is calculated to accommodate six persons.
The houses are made oí cloth and consist of one room, with no cellar or garret. There is a ¡arger house providedforeach company which is occupied by
the officers and is furnished with a cook stove. The soldiers do their own
cooking in the streets. The officers of Company A have gone into the extravagance of putting an addition on their house. This addition is designed
more particularly for the use of the surgeon and his family. In this house
there are three ladies and eight gentlemen, one chud, and a dog. We em14. S[amuel]. N. Pierce, Gamp Des Moines, Iowa to Cedar Falls Gazette, 11 Nov. 1861,
printed in Cetiar Falls Gazette, 29 Nov. 1861. Each first reference to Pierce's letters will include information on the date and place from which Pierce wrote the letter and its recipient.
Subsequent references will cite only the date it was published in the Gazette.
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ploy the "colored gentleman" who formerly worked at the American House
to do our cooking and we manage to get along very comfortably.'*

Several details Pierce mentions here are worthy of note. With twentysix wagons, the operation was a sizeable one. Pierce's wife accompanied him; this instance is the only time his letters mention her. Six
other women and at least one child were along. Pierce and his wife
shared quarters with the officers of Company A, including Captain
Pattee. Finally, at least one African American accompanied this party.
Pierce also reported from Des Moines on the death of a soldier from
Company C who had been ill while the unit was in Iowa City and "was
taken very suddenly with congestive fever." Pierce's mention of this
man's death is the first time he notes anything that might be connected with his responsibilities as surgeon, and he says nothing about
his role in the man's care."'
Pierce's second letter, written from Dakota Territory in early December, briefiy recounted the final stages of the journey. The march to
Council Bluffs was a wasted effort because no river transport was, in
fact, available, a situation that prompted "considerable indignation
among the soldiers." Pierce described the dilemma as a blessing in
disguise, for the worsening fall weather following the command's departure from Council Bluffs on 21 November might have made a boat
journey impossible in any case. Marching northward over the next
several days, the command lefi: Sioux City on the twenty-seventh.
Pierce termed the mood of the men as one of "high glee" as they
started on the last leg of the journey. This stretch, however, saw the
troops encounter "a severe storm with the mercury ten degrees below
zero, and this in a country where we did not see a human habitation
from morning till night." The stout-hearted soldiers. Pierce wrote.
15. Ibid. Just who the other "gentlemen" in the Gompany A tent would be is not clear. The
company's officers and Pierce account for only four Pierce's letters and those of others published in the newspapers of the day are filled vrith words in itahcs. They appear in their original form throughout this article.
16. Ibid. The Iowa State Register [Des MoinesJ, 13 Nov. 1861, identified the dead soldier as
Wilson S. Maxwell and described the "long military procession" that escorted his remains to
the cemetery.
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"faced it bravely and got through without any more serious result than
the frosting of a few unprotected ears and noses,"'?
In both letters Pierce defended Gaptain Pattee against critics. In his
correspondence from Des Moines, he complimented Pattee's efforts
on behalf of the men and hinted that there had been complaints. In
his second letter. Pierce challenged claims published in Iowa newspapers, particularly in Des Moines, that "the soldiers were poorly clad
and poorly fed." It was true. Pierce reported, that the men had not
been issued overcoats, despite Pattee's requests, because there was an
ample supply of them waiting at Fort Randall. This information was
17. S[amuel], N, Pierce, Fort Randall, Dakota Territory, to "Editors Gazette," 9 Dec, 18S1,
printed irr Cedar Fails Gazette, 27 Dec, r86r, Pierce's assumption that the Missouri would
not have been navigable as far as Fort Randall this late in the season is correct, A steamboat
carrying freight to Fort Randall from Yankton several weeks earlier remained at the fort over
the winter because ofthe cold weather and low water, Sioux City Register, 9N0V, 1861,12 Apr,
1862, The soldiers' passage through Sioux City was reported in a brief article in the Sioux
City Register on 30 November r86r. The editor noted that they "were a fine looking robust
body of soldiers,"

Council Bluffs, pictured here ir 1865, was a small settlement nestled in the valley of
the Missouri River when the Fourteenth Iowa Volunteer companies traveled
through enroute to Fort Randall,
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likely small comfort to the troops as they marched into the teeth of the
storm they encountered after leaving Sioux City. As to a charge that
the men had not had sufficient food, the doctor asserted that they
"were well and bountifully fed, and that if any soldier did not have a
plenty to eat it was not because it was not furnished by the Quartermaster." Indeed, Pierce stated, the men had often been unable to eat
all they had been served. "It was a common thing during the latter
portion of our joumey," he wrote, "for the soldiers to weigh themselves, to see how much they had gained in flesh since they left home,
and it was not an unusual thing to hear men boast of having gained
twelve or fifteen pounds, and some went as high as twenty.""*
Pierce was still defending Pattee's record on the march to Fort Randall in his last published correspondence from the post. The surgeon
penned this letter in February 1862 in response to a diary purported to
belong to an anonymous member of Company B published in Iowa
City's State Democratic Press the previous month. According to the
newspaper's editor, the account made clear that the troops "had absolutely to beg their way, from the second day's march, on as far as they
found settlements to beg from." Pierce dismissed this statement as an
"unmitigated falsehood" and charged that any begging and occasional
theft of food that occurred along the way had never been necessary.'?
18. Cedar Falls Gazette, 29 Nov., 27 Dec. i86i. Pattee did try to secure overcoats along the
way. His papers include a 19 November telegram from Ebenezer S. Sibley, the Quartermaster General in Washington, D.G., responding to Pattee's telegram of 14 November about the
possibility of getting overcoats from Fort Leavenworth. Sibley responded that it was too late
in the season and that there were sufficient stores of "great coats" at Fort Randall (Box i.
Folder 2, Patiee Papers). A small notation on this document indicates that Pattee received it
on 5 December at Fort Randall. Sibley served as acting quartermaster general in the opening
weeks of the Civil War between the resignation of Joseph Johnson and the appointment of
Montgomery Meigs to the position. See David S. Heidler and Jeanne T. Heidler, eds.. Encyclopedia of the American Civil War. A Political, Social, and Military History (Santa Barbara,
Galif: ABG-GLIO, 2000), 3:1584. It is not clear that all of the Iowa troops lacked overcoats.
Pattee's papers also include an "Invoice of Clothing, Gamp and Garrison Equipage" for his
company dated 28 October r86i that hsts "92 greatcoats" (Box r. Folder 11, Pattee Papers).
19. S[amuel]. N. Pierce, Fort Randall, D. T., to "Friend Perkins" (Henry or George Perkins,
the newspaper editors), 12 Feb. 1862, printed in Cedar Falls Gazette, 4 Apr. 1862. The State
Democratic Press for 29 January 1862, in which the anonymous diary appeared, has not survived. The likely author of the diary was Amos R. Gherry, discussed below.
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Pierce, who quartered with his wife among the Company A officers,
might be expected to defend Captain Pattee, even, perhaps, to the extent of exaggerating weight gain among the troops. The Iowa City
newspapers pubUshed letters from other expedition members who
spoke of hardship but made no specific complaint against Pattee. Private William W. Jones of Company A wrote in late November of the
"sad disappointment" of learning that no steamboat awaited them
at Council Bluffs and of the "very high winds" into which they later
marched, but he made no other complaints.^" Lemuel Cunningham
of Company C wrote specifically to assure readers that reports of the
men being "badly frost-bitten" were incorrect. Although the soldiers
had lacked overcoats, "could you have seen them with two or three
U.S. blankets wrapped around their bodies you would have concluded
that they had found a substitute," Cunningham said.^' Another individual, identified as "W. A. M.," wrote from Fort Randall just after
Christmas to report that they had reached the post "in good health and
fine spirits. We had a pretty hard march of it, I tell you; but after all
our trials, and troubles, we have at last reached our place of destination."^^
There are, however, accounts that could lend credence to charges
of inadequate food and suggest unhappiness with Pattee. Henry J.
Wieneke, cook for Mahana's Company B, kept a diary during the trek
20. W[iUiam]. W. Jones, Camp No. 22, Near Sioux City, to "Messrs. Editors," published in
Iowa Weekly Republican, i8 Dec. 1861. Jones wotild become a frequent correspondent for iJie
Republican and usually signed his letters "W. W."
21. "L. G. C." [Lemuel G. Cunningham], Fort Randall, D. T., to "Editors Eureka," 25 (an.
1862, published in Anamosa Eureka, 28 Mar. 1862.
22. W. A. M. to
, Ft. Randall, 28 Dec. 1861, puhhshed in State Democratic Press, 22
Jan. 1862. This was a private letter offered for publication by the recipient, whose name was
omitted. Mildred Throne reprints this letter and notes that it was likely from Wilham A. McCaddon, a private in Company B. No other soldier with the expedition had those initials. See
Throne, ed., "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory, 1861-1864, Based on the Diaries and Letters
of Henry J. Wieneke," Iowa journal of History 57 (Apr 1959): 105-6. Throne's article uses
Wieneke's diary as its central source, but the author also includes other soldiers' letters published in the Iowa City newspapers. Pattee's own reminiscences begin with his arrival in
Dakota and are silent on the march there. See John Pattee, "Reminiscences of John Pattee,"
ed. Doane Robinson, South Dakota Historical Collections 5 (1910); 275-350.
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in which he twice mentioned traveling ahead of the column in order to
beg bread from townspeople to feed the men, but both of these incidents took place in the first week of the march. On other occasions, he
took fiour to women in the communities where the troops encamped
and asked them to bake bread for the soldiers. Whether privation
prompted these actions is not clear; Wieneke and, perhaps, Mahana
may simply have wanted to furnish the men with better bread than
Wieneke could prepare in an open camp. The fact that the Company B
commissary wagon caught fire one November night certainly complicated duties for the cook, as did the cold and windy weather Whue in
Council Bluffs on 20 November—a day after the men learned they
would continue to Fort Randall on foot—Wieneke recorded, "Ilie men
are all verry much Dissatisfied with Pattee and getting more so all the
time."^5
The account most critical by far of Pattee and conditions on the
march came from Amos R. Cherry, a sergeant in Company B. He is
the likely author of a letter written to the State Democratic Press from
Eort Randall in February 1862 charging the Iowa Weekly Republican
with refusing to print correspondence from some soldiers because
"their letters censured some oí their party friends who are in position in
the batallion" over the matter of "our usage and misusage on the march
to this place."'"' In an account of the march written at Fort Randall in
January but organized in such a manner as to give the appearance of
detailed diary entries. Cherry lambasted Pattee over what he perceived
to be food shoriages. In the comments he recorded for 4 November—
only the third ftill day of marching—Cherry complained about the
poor breakfast and asserted that there were "plenty of provisions
which could have easily been procured at any time but our commanding Officer did not exert himself to get them and we was obliged to
get along without them which we done by calling at Farm Houses
and telling the people our true situation and the way we was being
23. Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory," pp. 100-103. Wieneke's comment on Pattee is on page 103.
24. "A. R. G.," Ft. Randall, D.T., to "Mr. Editor," 5 Feb. 1862, published in State Democratic
Press, 19 Feb. 1862. Throne reprints this letter and credits it to Gherry. See Throne, "Iowa
Troops in Dakota Territory," pp. 107-10.
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Amos R. Cherry, depicted here in his later years, resented Pattee and took
every opportunity to criticize his leadership, both on the march and once
the troops reached Fort Randall.

ixeated."^5 He further implied that Pattee lacked proper control over
the command, claiming that Company B "refused to march in ranks,"
doing so with permission from First Lieutenant Marvin R. Luse, Captain Mahana's son-in-law, who also apparently sanctioned seeking
25. "The Manuscripts of Amos R. Cherry," Part 2 of "Iowa Troops in the Sully Campaigns," Iowa Journal of History and Politics 20 (July 1922): 377. The article "Iowa Troops in
the Sully Campaigns" consists of diaries and/or letters from three Iowa soldiers. Only Part 2,
containing materials from Amos R. Cherry, are relevant for this work. Subsequent shortened references to the article will specify only the Cherry portion. Benjamin F. Shambaugh,
editor of the journal, is sometimes listed as editor of the article.
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food from civilians. Cherry pointed out that the other companies "was
not so fortunate[,] their Officers being more ridged in the enforcement of their Disciplin and not allowing a man to leave the ranks under any conditions whatever."*^
Cherry's narrative of the journey to Fort Randall is filled with instances in which he claimed that he and other members of Company
B refused to march in formation and spent time soliciting food from
houses they passed along the way. On one occasion, he recounted
stealing chickens from a secessionist. In mid-November, he participated in the slaughter of hogs found on the march, apparently trading
his silence in the matter for a share of the meat. When some of the
company's men who had gone hunting found a beehive and returned
with buckets of honey. Cherry "and one ofthe cooks . , , stole flour out
of the commissary waggon and baked Flap Jacks and [ate] them and
honey until we was nearly ready to bust."^'
Upon going into camp at Des Moines on 9 November, Cherry reported a confrontation between Pattee and Mahana over the placement of tents, Pattee had situated his company on higher ground, but
Mahana insisted that his men occupy the spot and refused to allow
them to break ranks until Company A moved, "So Pattee had to take
up his tents," Cherry noted, "and move them over to the right and we
went to the left whare we should be and Pattee found that he could not
fool Capt Mahanna much."**
Cherry also recorded two instances of near-mutiny in Company B
over the matter of provisions. The first came on 12 November upon
leaving Des Moines. Cherry claimed, "We came very near stacking
arms and refuseing to march out of De Moin but our Capt got to hear
of it and when our company was paraded for roll call he came out and
talked to us about it." Mahana urged the men "to keep up the reputa26, Ibid,, p, 378,
27, Ibid,, 383-84, 390-91, The unnamed cook was probably Wieneke, who recorded that
he "Baked Bread until 12 odock P,M," (Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory," p, ro2},
28, "Manuscripts of Amos R, Cherry," pp, 384-85, Cherry also claimed that a dispute
erupted that night between Mahana and First Lieutenant Francis Cooper of Company A over
whether members of Company B could have passes to leave camp, Mahana allowed soldiers
to go to tovra despite Cooper's orders from Pattee to let no one leave. Ibid,, p, 385,
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tion of the company and to show the others that if Pattee was mean
enough to cheat us we was brave enough to stand it without a murmur and he talked us right out of it and we broke ranks with shouts
and laughter."^'
Another crisis came in Council Bluffs. Cherry reported that Pattee
had gone into the community seeking bread, but "when we arrived at
our camp Pattee was not there and had not been there or the Bread ei29. Ibid., p. 387. The Iowa State Register for 13 November 1861 makes no mention of dissent among the troops in its three paragraphs on the passage of Pattee's command through
the city.

Captain Bradley Mahana of Company B, who had experience as a militia commander, was better qualified than
Pattee to lead the three companies and appeared determined to undermine the commander's efforts.
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ther. The indignation of the men knew no bounds and we all declared
openly before our Officers and Pattees Officers . . . that we would
never leave that camp until we was better provided for." Mahana ordered that fiour be distributed for the men to make "all the Slap Jacks
we could eat that night." When Pattee did reappear, he brought the
unwelcome news that the men would march the rest of the way to Fort
Randall. "This was a stunner I tell you," Cherry recalled, "and the
men went allmost mad about it and all said they would fight before
they would go on foot until they was better provided for." According to
Cherry, Company C stood ready to support Company B in holding out
for better treatment. When the time came to resume the march, however. Companies A and C obeyed orders to break camp. Company B
alone refused to act until Pattee procured additional provisions.i°
Sergeant Cherry was clearly a Mahana partisan and carried a strong
dislike for Pattee, who comes across as an untrustworthy, uncaring
martinet unschooled in proper military form. Mahana, by contrast,
appears as a fatherly figure who protected and, perhaps, pampered his
men. Cherry records antics that other commanders clearly would not
have tolerated, some of which Mahana may not have known about.''
When Cherry fell ill during the last part of the journey, he sought aid
in the Company B officers' tent, where he was fed from the officers'
table and cared for by the wife of one of the men. He did not seek attention from Surgeon Pierce, who stayed with Pattee.''
30. "Manuscripts of Amos R. Cherry," pp. 394-97. The 23 November 1861 issue of the
Council Blußs Nonpareil, which is the issue likely to have carried a report of the troops' stay
in that community, has not survived. None of the other participants whose accounts have
been examined corroborate Cherry's depiction of unrest bordering on mutiny.
31. Early in the march, Cherry reports that the men had killed an owl and entertained
themselves by throwing it into each other's tents. Second Lieutenant Joseph F. Schell, Company B, a veteran of Mahana's earlier company, participated in the practical joke, which finally ended after someone threw the owl into Lieutenant Luse's tent. Mahana appears to
have joined the command after this incident. "Manuscripts of Amos R. Cherry," pp. 378-79;
Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory," p. 100. After the honey was found in western
Iowa, Cherry notes that someone placed a pan of it inside Mahana's tent and the captain
stepped into it as he exited in the morning. The honey may have been intended as a gift but
ended as a practical joke. Cherry recorded Mahana's response: "Oh says he you rascles are
trying to get me into a scrape" ("Manuscripts of Amos R. Cherry," p. 392).
32. "Manuscripts of Amos R. Cherry," pp. 404, 406. Cherry commented on the efforts of
the woman who cared for him: "Mrs. Snook is the best woman I ever saw. She was like a
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Cherry, writing his account during the long winter nights at Fort
Randall, may well have exaggerated the animosity towards Pattee and
magnified the degree of tension within the command. Pierce, on the
other hand, appears to have minimized the problems on the trek. Evidence does suggest, however, that Mahana's Gompany B was the
source of more discontent than the other companies. These men
likely resented Pattee's command, believing their own captain to be
more deserving of the position. Nor would the discontent end once
the troops reached their destination.
Days after arriving at Fort Randall, Pierce described the post for
readers of the Gazette, Located on the west bank of the river, it was
"not, properly speaking, a fort, but a garrison. The garrison proper is in
the form of an oblong square. The distance around the parade
ground, inside of the buildings, is one mile. At one end stands the residence of the commanding officer. On one side are the residences of
the other officers, and on the opposite side the soldiers quarters." Behind these structures. Pierce noted, "are the Hospital, the buildings
belonging to the commissary depariment, the buildings for mechanics, the stables, &c. In all, there are about one hundred buildings.""
Pierce found housing for the officers to be quite satisfactory. While
the commanding officer's residence was impressive, accommodations for the others were "very comforiable and finished in good
style," the rooms being "ceiled up in the inside with red cedar, and . . .
well provided with closets and cupboards, which are all made of cedar,
nicely dressed and varnished." Quarters for the enlisted ranks were
"very comfortable and convenient, "'t The surgeon was particularly immother to all of us. When any of us was sick it seemed a pleasure to her to administer to
their wants and to try and make them comfortable" (ibid., p. 407). By contrast, Wieneke
sought aid from Pierce at least once, noting in his 6 November diary entry that he "got
medicine from the Surgeon" (Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory," p. 100).
33. Cedar Falls Gazette, 27 Dec. 1861. The best collection of maps and photographs of Fort
Randall is found in Greene, Fort Randall, pp. 53-64. See also the diagram of Fort Randall
from 1856 or 1857 reproduced in Timothy R. Nowak, "From Fort Pierre to Fort Randall: The
Army's First Use of Portable Gottages," South Dakota History 32 (Summer 2oo2):iio-ii.
34. Cedar Falls Gazette, 27 Dec. 1861. Most of the buildings at Fort Randall were constructed of logs. Some of the officers' quarters, however, appear to have been rebuilt portable
cottages first used at the army post at Fort Pierre before that site was abandoned in favor of
Fort Randall. See Nowak, "From Fort Pierre to Fort Randall," pp. 109-12,
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This view of Fort Randall sketched in April 1862 by Corporal Lambert Martin of the
Fourteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry complements the description Pierce offered in
his letter of 9 December iS6i.

pressed with Fort Randall's hospital, which he termed "the most creditable portion of the whole institution." Indeed, the facility was so
good "that it offers strong inducements to soldiers to get sick for the
sake of getting into these nice quarters." He also found the hospital
well stocked, estimating that it had sufficient supplies for a decade.^5
35. Cedar Falls Gazette. 27 Dec. 1861. The 1856-1857 diagram in Nowak's article lists the
hospital's dimensions as one hundred feet by thirty-nine feet and indicates that it was
"sealed with pine lumber inside" ("From Fort Pierre to Fort Randall," pp. iio-ii). Pierce attributed the large quantity of stores to the fact that posts further up the Missouri had been
closed and the property moved to Fort Randall, then the northernmost military post on the
river. See S[amuel]. N. Pierce, Fort Randall, Dakota Territory, to Solomon Lombard, Cedar
Falls, Iowa, 24 Dec. 1861, printed in Cedar Falls Gazette. 17 Jan. 1862.
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Pierce reported the climate at Fort Randall to be similar to that of
home. In his last letter to the Gazette written from the post, he noted
that little snow had fallen during the winter and that the lowest
temperature—twenty-three degrees below zero—^had been higher
than the minimum recorded in Cedar Falls that season. Longer-term
residents, however, cautioned that the Dakota winter had been milder
than usual and told of winds so strong that men "dare not attempt to
cross the parade ground, unless two or three go together, holding each
other by the hand, for 'mutual protection.'" They also warned of summer heat so fierce that "the only way the troops can survive . . . is by
providing an abundant supply of ice." To that end. Pierce wrote, the
men "are now very busy filling the ice houses. They have already put
up two hundred loads, and have not got more than half done."'^
In his third letter to the Gazette, written in January, Pierce set out to
describe the American Indians in the vicinity of the fort. There were
two reservations in the area, each with an agency. Below the Missouri
River in Nebraska lay the Ponca reservation. To the east ofthe river in
Dakota Territory lay the "Yanktown Agency," and Pierce spends much
of this letter discussing the Yankton Sioiix people it served. The surgeon always used the term "Yanktown," not "Yankton," when referring to these people, perhaps in imitation of the pronunciation as he
heard it. The term "Yankton" is itself a variation of "Ihanktonwan," the
Indians' name for themselves.''
The Yanktons, composed of seven bands, were one of seven tribes
commonly called the Sioux, By the middle of the nineteenth century
they occupied the eastern portions of what are now North and South
Dakota. Along with the related Yanktonai, they constituted the Nakota
group, a middle division between the Dakotas of Minnesota and
the Lakotas west of the Missouri. In 1858 the Yanktons accepted a
reservation above what is now the border between Nebraska am
36, Cedar Mis Gazette, 4 Apr, 1862,
37, S[amuel], N, Pierce, Fort Randall, Dakota Territory, to "Fditors Gazette," 27 Jan, 1862,
printed in Cedar Falls Gazette, 2,1 Feb, 1862, Herbert T. Hoover gives the pronunciation of
the Yanktons' name for themselves as "Ee hank ton' u wans," See Hoover, in collaboration
with Leonard R, Bruguier, The Yankton Sioux (New York; Chelsea House Publishers, 1988),
p, 25,
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South Dakota along with annuities and assistance in making the transition to white pattems of agriculture.''
Pierce showed little sympathy for the Yanktons in his description of
the reservation system, writing.
This band receives from "Uncle Samuel" sixty-five thousand dollars per
annum. A portion of this they receive in gold, and the remainder in clothing and provisions. I believe it is one of the objects of these Agencies to endeavor to civilize the Indians, to some extent, and get them interested in
fanning and such other pursuits as generally occupy the minds of civilized
beings. But, so far as my observation goes, this attempt has thus far proved
almost an entire failure, and I am forced to the conclusion that "Injins"
will be "Injins" under whatever circumstances you may put them. A very
few of them have been induced to cultivate small patches of ground, with
the view of raising something to subsist upon, but a large proportion of
them seem to be proof against all attempts toward civilization, and still retain all the wild traits so peculiar to the North American Indian.
Pierce judged the annuity system as "pretty much of a humbug' because the Indian "has no idea of the value of money, or property of any
kind, except so far as it tends to his present gratification." The consequence, in Pierce's view, was "that one month has not passed, after
they receive a payment, before everything is gone, and they find themselves in a miserable, starving condition." While the Yanktons depended on the United States govemment to provide for their needs
and often found themselves in need when annuities did not arrive on
schedule. Pierce noted that "the Indians living one hundred miles
west of here are daily feasting themselves upon deer and buffalo,
which abound in that region."''
The surgeon, however, failed to understand the circumstances in
38. Raymond J. DeMallie, "Yanlcton and Yanktonai," in Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 13, pt. 2, Plains, ed. Raymond J. DeMaUie (Washington, D.G.: Smithsonian Institution, 2001), pp. •Jjj-'jf^, Greene, Fort Randall, pp. 22-25: Alan R. Woolworih, "Ethnohistorical Report on the Yankton Sioux," in Sioux Indians III (New York: Garland Publishing,
1974), pp. 19-20. This volume contains two sets of page numbers. For references to Woolworth's report, I have used the pagination for the book as a whole instead of the separate
pagination for Woolworth's work.
39. Cedar Falls Gazette, 21 Feb. 1862.
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The Yankton Agency, established on the east bank of the Missouri River when the
Yankton Indians agreed to accept a reservation, served as headquarters for the distribution of annuities.

which the Yanktons found themselves. During the late 1850s, they had
come under increasing pressure from the United States government
to cede large tracts of land east of the Missouri. Game in the region
was declining, problems associated with diseases brought by whites
were on the rise, and incidents of violence between the Indians and
encroaching settlers became more frequent. The annuities provided
for under the 1858 treaty were intended to ease the shift from an economy based on limited agriculture to one in which agriculture would be
the mainstay, and that process had barely begun by 1861. Moreover,
the Lakotas, who still controlled the lands west of the Missouri, resented the Yanktons' cession and may have objected to their hunting
in Lakota territory.*"
40. DeMallie, "Yankton and Yanktonai," pp. 778-79: Woolworth, "Ethnohistorical Report
on the Yankton Sioux," pp. 186-97. For a good overview of these events, see Herbert S.
Schell, History of South Dakota, 4th ed.. rev. John E. Miller (Pierre: South Dakota State Historical Society Press, 2004), pp. 69-72.
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Pierce also found the Yanktons' treatment of women objectionable.
"The men," he wrote, "seem to consider themselves entirely too good
to do any manner of work, and such labor as becomes absolutely necessary for their existence, is performed by the squaws. The Indian
here, like other Indians, make perfect slaves of their squaws, and appear to think that the Almighty created woman simply for two purposes: one, to perpetuate the race; and the other, to perform the
drudgery of the men." From Pierce's perspective, the gender roles of
white society, in which men performed the bulk of outdoor agricultural work and women were in charge of the domestic economy inside
the home, were correct. A system in which men's traditional tasks
consisted of warfare and hunting and women were left in charge of
other forms of food production—including field work—was, in
Pierce's view, inferior.'"
Nor was the surgeon impressed with the white inhabitants of the
territory. He saw them as leeches who "contrive to live in some way
out of Fort R. and the troops stationed here." Pierce was pariicularly
irked over the fact that ferry operators along the rivers the command
crossed above Sioux Gity "had worked like dogs" to keep the waterways from freezing, thus ensuring that troops would have to use their
services. One ferryman had even blocked a riverbank to keep the men
from reaching a place where they could cross on the ice.t^
Although he was not particularly pleased with some aspects of his
41. Cedar Falls Gazette, 21 Feb. 1862. For a consideration of gender roles in Yankton society, see Vine Deloria, Jr., Sinf^ngfor a Spirit: A Portrait of the Dakota Sioux (Santa Fe, N.Mex.:
Clear Light Publishers, 2000), pp. 117-32, especially pp. 121-23.
42. Cedar Falls Gazette, 17 Jan. 1862. The command would have had to cross four rivers
between Sioux Gity and Fort Randall: the Big Sioux, the Vermillion, the James, and the Missouri. Gherry and Wieneke both indicate they crossed the Big Sioux by ferry. Gherry states
they crossed the James on the ice, and Wieneke says the same for the Missouri. See
"Manuscripts of Amos R. Gherry," pp. 401,404; Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory,"
pp. 104-05. The troops apparently benefited from a new bridge across the Vermillion River
at Vermillion, which had been finished a few weeks earlier See Sioux City Register, 9 Nov.
1861. The dependence of territorial settlers on the federal government—through land sales,
provisions contracts for military posts, profits from the Indian trade and annuities, and
political appointments—is well documented. For Dakota Territory, see Howard Roberts
Lamar, Dakota Territory, i86i~i88ç): A Study of Frontier Politics (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1956), p. 40.

Copyright © 2007 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

FALL 2007

View from Fort Randall

| 247

posting. Pierce saw the necessity of having troops stationed at Fort
Randall. In his first letter from the post he asserted that whites in
Dakota Territory "would not be safe one moment were it not for the
troops here. There are several thousand Indians within twenty miles
of this place, and the only thing that prevents their committing depredations among the white settlers is the fear of the terrible retribution
which they know will be meted out to them unless they are peaceable." In fact. Pierce claimed, several local men had enlisted in the
Iowa companies "for the express purpose of getting their families
where they could be protected, and other citizens have told me that
they should have left the Territory if these soldiers had not been sent
here for their protection.""" The previous autumn, tensions had arisen
between the Yanktons and Agent Walter A. Burleigh, who had refused
the Indians' demand to turn over the agency's supply of gunpowder. A
group of Yanktons had sought to force the issue by heaping straw
around the agency and threatening to torch it. Only the arrival of
troops from Fort Randall had ended the threat.«
Assuming that prospective emigrants would be interested in learning of the opportunities that existed in Dakota Territory, Pierce reported, "The 'opening' here is very small. If there is any country in the
Northwest where there is a total absence of every kind of attraction to
an honest man, I think Dakota is the place." He acknowledged that "everything was created for some purpose" but added, "I think it would
puzzle the wisest to determine what use the Almighty intended to
make of Dakota Territory." The surgeon estimated his home county of
43. Cedar Falls Cazette, 27 Dec. 1861. "Hie outbreak of the Dakota Conflict in Minnesota in
August 1862 wotild have important consequences for Indian-white relations in Dakota Territory and insure that the Iowa troops remained on the frontier The Yankton Sioux as a people, however, opted to accommodate themselves to the white presence in the region and did
not take part in the ensuing conflict as it spread into Dakota Territory.
44. Cedar Ealls Gazette, 21 Feb. 1862. Pierce's description of these troubles is generally in
accord with the account in the 5 October 1861 issue of the Sioux City Register. For more on
Burleigh (whose name Pierce spells "Burley") see Wesley C. Wüson, "Doctor Walter A.
Burleigh: Dakota Territorial Delegate to 39th and 40th Congress: Poliücian, Extraordinary,"
North Dakota History 33 (Spring igSS): 93-103. After Burleigh became Dakota Territory's
delegate to Congress, there were charges of corruption in his capacity as agent to the Yarrkton Sioux.
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Black Hawk in northeastern Iowa to have more agricultural value
"than all Dakota," The only part ofthe territory that seemed to hold
any promise was the area bounded by the Big Sioux and the Missouri
rivers in the southeast, which had plenty of timber and the heaviest
cover of wild grass Pierce had ever seen,t' That portion, he told a
Cedar Falls attorney in a private letter that ultimately appeared in the
Gazette, "is some of the finest country that I ever saw, and being in a
short distance of Sioux City, I have no doubt will some day be desirable property," For the rest, "I am satisfied that Dakota will never be
much of an agricultural district and God only knows what other use
can be made of it, except to keep Indians on, and it is not fit for that as
there is no timber."''^ This land, ironically, was where the Yanktons
were expected to make the transition to an agricultural existence.
As for water. Pierce noted that the wells at Fort Randall were "so
strongly impregnated with 'alkali'" as to be useless. Hence, all water
for the fort came from the river "From every barrel full can be 'extracted' about two water pail's of mud," the doctor wrote, "Persons
troubled with 'chronic constipation' wotdd undoubtedly find this
country very congenial to their health," he concluded.'''
As the winter of 1861-1862 wore on, the Iowa troops at Fort Randall
encountered no serious problems with Indians, but they did face a
challenge from a local resident for command ofthe post. On 4 February, William B. Lyman presented himself to Pattee, claiming to carry
the rank of major and orders to take command. The fact that Lyman
outranked Pattee, who was only one of three captains in the Iowa command, created the circumstances that made the takeover possible.
Pierce described the chain of events:

45, Cedar Falls Gazette, 4 Apr, 1862, Pierce's descriptions of Dakota Territory were what
first attracted me to his letters. From my reading of northeastern Iowa newspapers published between the r88os and the early 1900s, I know that large numbers of Iowans—
including ancestors on both sides of my family—looked to Dakota for new opportunities.
What Iowans knew of Dakota and how they learned it are questions important to an ongoing
research project,
46, Ibid,, 17 Jan, 1862,
47, Ibid,, 4 Apr, 1862,
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Upon first seeing the papers of the claimant, Capt. Pattee did not thinlc
them sufficient to justify his giving up the command, but after further deliberation the post was surrendered, and the detachment of Iowa troops
now stationed here are under the command of Major Lyman. A few enterprising and patriotic citizens of Dakota have been making great exertions
for two or three months, to raise two companies of soldiers in the territory,
for the purpose of garrisoning Fort Randall. On the strength of these two
companies, (which by the way do not exist, and probably never will) Lyman
has received orders from the Secretary of War to take command of the Fort,
with, as it appears, a promise of a Major's commission.

The Iowans, as Pierce related, were unhappy with having a Dakotan
placed at their head. "It was amusing to see how unanimously the
'tide of feeling' turned in favor of Capt. Pattee as soon as there was a
prospect of his being superseded," Pierce wrote. "Notwithstanding
the outrageous reports which have been circulated concerning his
management, there was not an ofñcer here, nor but JEW soldiers, but
would gladly have signed a petition in favor of Capt. Pattee as their
commander, had they thought it would be of any use.""**
Pierce's letter, written on 12 February 1862, failed to tell his readers
the entire truth. Lyman's actions, in fact, seem to have been a bid by a
political faction controlled by Democrat John B. S. Todd, Dakota Territory's delegate to Congress, for control of the fort and its resources.
Failing at first to cow Pattee, Lyman approached Mahana and Wolfe,
the other company comimanders, and convinced them that his authority was valid. With their support, he managed to gain control of the
post order book and write orders putting himself in command and
placing Pattee under arrest."*'
48. Ibid.
49. The best secondary account of this incident is Atheam, Forts of the Upper Missouri, pp.
75-79. See also Greene, Fort Randall, pp. 35-37, and Will G. Robinson, "Dakota's Own Givii
War," in Dakota Panorama, ed. J. Leonard Jennewein and Jane Boorman (Sioux Falls, S.Dak.:
Brevet Press, 1973), pp. 290-291. Pattee gives his own brief account in "Reminiscences of
John Pattee," pp. 278-82. For more on Todd's role in early Dakota, see Lamar, Dakota Territory, Ghapters i and 2. A far more detailed account can be pieced together from John Pattee,
Report of Major John Pattee upon a Letter of Charges ofj. B. S. Todd, Delegate in Congress from
Dakota Territory, to the Adjutant General, U. S. A. made March 18th, 1S63 (Des Moines, Iowa :
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As Dakota Territory's delegate to Congress, John B. S. Todd had the power to distribute favors, raising Pattee's suspicions that he was behind the attempt to take
control of Fort Randall.
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This brazen action does seem to have generated support among the
soldiers for Pattee. An individual identified as "W. W., Co. A," presumably Private William W. Jones, wrote to the Iowa Weekly Republican on 8 February, "I believe the whole battalion is much dissatisfied
with the movement."5° In a 5 February letter to the State Democratic
Press, "A. R. C," presumably Amos R. Cherry of Company B, recounted the arrival of Lyman and stated that "Pattee did not feel disposed to give up his position, until this new man produced satisfactory evidence." Cherry further noted that Lyman "has issued several
orders but none of them are executed as we consider ourselves subject
only to the orders of Capt. John Pattee." When Lyman and Pattee gave
conflicting orders for dress parade, the Iowans obeyed Pattee, who
was subsequently arrested. Cherry also reported, however, that Mahana and Wolfe had "notified Pattee that they should report to Lyman
for orders; and at the same time told him that they thought he had better submit, but he obstinately refused to do so, saying that he should
hold command at all hazards." Pattee then informed Mahana that if
Mahana reported to Lyman he would be placed under arrest.5^
Mills Brothers Printers, 1863). Ini863,Toddwrote to the army's adjutant general with a list
of complaints against Pattee, calling for an investigation. Pattee's report is his own spirited
defense of his actions, complete with copies of documents supporting his view. Pattee
charged Todd with engineering Lyman's appointment as a major and conspiring with the
disaffected officers in Company B to oust Pattee from his command. Mahana sympathized
with Todd because neither man was a loyal unionist (a charge Republicans frequently leveled against Democrats during the Civil War). See Pattee, Report of Major John Pattee, pp. lo,
16-19, 21. 40. This controversy need not have happened. Pattee's papers include an official
copy of a 10 December 1861 directive from George D. Ruggles, assistant adjutant general in
Washington, D.C, to Governor Kirkwood, indicating that the three companies at Fort Randall would remain there "as independent companies and commanded by a Major to be appointed by your Excellency" (Box i, Folder 2, Pattee Papers). Why Kirkwood did not take action is unknown, but had Pattee been promoted, he would have had a stronger case for
resisting Lyman.
50. "W W. [William W. Jones], Co. A," Fort Randall, Dacotah Ty., to "Eds. Repubhcan," 8
Feb. 1862, Iowa Weekly Republican, 26 Feb. 1S62. This letter is reprinted in Throne, "Iowa
Troops in Dakota Territory," pp. iio-ii.
51. "A. R. C. [Amos R. Cherry]," Fort Randall, D.T., to "Mr. Editor," 5 Feb. 1862, State
Democratic Press, 19 Feb. 1862. In the same issue, the editor reported on the events at Fort
Randall, writing, "The Captain [Pattee] was disposed to demure to a change which broke in
so summarily upon the Governor's nice little arrangements for his brother-in-law and at last
accounts was under arrest. He may as well come down at once to plain Captain and let
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During the three months Pattee spent under arrest, he appealed
to his brother-in-law Governor Kirkwood, as well as to one of Iowa's
United States senators and the War Department. By mid-April officials had informed Lyman that his commission was not valid and he
departed, leaving Mahana in command of Fort Randall. Mahana continued in that capacity—and Pattee continued under arrest—until Pattee received official word in May that no charges existed against him
and that he was the rightful commander. His appeals to higher authorities for assistance went unanswered for so long, he later suggested, because the local postmaster, Todd's nephew George B. Hoffman, had intercepted his letters.s^
Private Jones described the change of command for the Iowa Weekly
Republican, writing, "New life filled the garrison, and the policy of the
new administration was the theme on every lip, and you may rest assured many hearts were made glad that the honor of our beloved State
was again brought to its proper dignity. It was soon seen that the glad
change could not be passed in silence. Companies C and A, (company
B not participating,) about 9 o'clock P.M. came in full uniform to give
their reinstated commander a seranade, which was conducted by
Capt. Wolf of Co. C."" Clearly, Mahana's men saw no reason to celebrate this outcome. Henry Wieneke recorded in his diary that all three
officers of Company B had been arrested, "cause not known." Pattee
had made good on his threat to Mahana.S"*
somebody better qualifled sport the Major awhile." The letter from A. R. C. is also reprinted
in Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory," pp. 107-10. No other accounts mention these
"conflicting orders for dress parade."
52. Athearn, Forts of the Upper Missouri, p. 76-78: Pattee, "Reminiscences of John Pattee,"
pp. 281-82; Pattee, Report of Major John Pattee, pp. 10,19, 42-43. Lyman quickly faded from
view. When A. M. Fnglish, a sergeant in the flrst company of cavalry raised in Dakota and
later mayor of Yankton, authored an account ofthat unit, he was unsuccessful in ñnding out
much about the elusive "major," who had been the flrst white settler in Yankton County. See
English, "Dakota's First Soldiers: History of the First Dakota Cavalry, 1862-1865," South
Dakota Historical Collections 9 (1918): 241.
53. "W. W. [William W Jones]," Ft. Randall, D. T., to "Eds. Republican," 11 May 18S2, Iowa
Weekly Republican, 28 May 1862. This letter is reprinted in Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota
Territory," p. 116. The Republican assured its readers that the celebration "is because of the
transfer of the command from Major Lyman—and not from Capt. Mahannah [sic] to Capt.
Pattee."
54. For Wieneke's diary, see Throne, "Iowa Troops in Dakota Territory," p. 118. Throne
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The officers of Company B remained under arrest until 22 September 1862.55 On 24 September, Pattee received word of his promotion
to major and the transfer ofthe companies from the Fourteenth Iowa
Infantry Regiment to the Forty-first Iowa Infantry Battalion. During
the following winter, Pattee managed to distance himself from Mahana and Company B. In late November 1862 he led a detachment,
including Company B, north in search of white captives from Minnesota in the hands of Dakota Sioux. Only after arriving at Fort Pierre
did he inform Mahana that Company B would spend the winter as the
garrison for Fort Pierre and Fort LaFramboise nearby. Cherry, bemoaning his fate "at this lonely Post far in the wilds of Dakota," condemned Pattee for his "cussed vileny and humbugery" in leaving the
men there.5"^
Surgeon Pierce's account ofthe initial events in this affair is clearly
flawed. Pattee had not surrendered his command; it had been taken
gives 17 May as the date for this entry. Pattee had threatened to arrest Mahana if he oheyed
Lyman's orders. Pattee gives the date of arrest as 17 }u]y, not 17 May. Because the grounds
Pattee gave for the arrest included Mahana's possession of documents belonging to the post
commander, some of which carried dates after 17 May, Pattee's date must be correct. Among
the documents Pattee discovered was a query from Mahana to the commander of the District of Kansas asking whether there were any charges against Pattee for his refusal to submit to Lyman; it is dated io May, the day Pattee resumed command. The endorsement,
dated 21 May, stated, "No charges or specifications are in this office against Capt. Pattee; he
is therefore released from arrest and will resume his command." Pattee must have been furious to find this document. See Pattee, Report of Major fohn Pattee, pp. 19-20, 40,45-46. A
copy ofthe 21 May endorsement, provided by Captain Thomas Moonlight, assistant adjutant
general, headquarters. Department of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth, and dated 2 July 1862, is in
Box I, Folder 2, Pattee Papers. Receipt of this document, which indicated that the original
had been sent to Mahana on 21 May, probably instigated the search of his quarters. The 17
July date is confirmed by the Fort Randall Post Return for July, 1862. See Post Returns, Fort
Randall, June 1856-Dec. 1866, Records ofthe Adjutant General's Office, National Archives,
Record Group 94, National Archives Microfilm Publication M617, Roll 988 (hereafter cited
as Fort Randall Post Returns).
55. Fort Randall Post Returns, Sept. 1862. Amos Cherry of Company B stated in a letter
home that his officers had been released when Pattee learned they planned to appeal to
higher authorities. Cherry to "Dear Mother," Fort Randall, D.T., i Oct. 1862, Amos Cherry
Letters (photocopies), Iowa Gold Star Military Museum (hereafter IGSMM), Camp Dodge,
Johnston, Iowa. I am indebted to Michael Vogt ofthe IGSMM for bringing this collection to
my attention.
56. Cherry to "Friends at Home," Fort LaFramboice [sic], D.T., 14 Dec.1862, Cherry Letters, IGSMM. See also Fort Randall Post Returns, Nov. 1862.

Copyright © 2007 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

254 I South Dakota History

VOL. 37, NO. 3

from him. The Iowa officers had not been united behind Pattee; the
other company commanders had backed Lyman's claim. Pierce wrote
early in this affair, and perhaps he hoped it would resolve itself
quickly, averting the need to make public the details of a messy situation.
Pierce's letter of 12 February would be the last published in the
Cedar Falls Gazette during his time in Dakota Territory. He may have
found that he could not gracefiiUy update Pattee's circumstances without revealing flaws in his previous account. Perhaps he was so unhappy with conditions under Lyman's and then Mahana's command
that he could not bring himself to write. He might have been so put
off by the Gazette's publishing of his private letter to another person
regarding land opportunities—for which he rebuked the editor in his
final letter—that he had no more desire to contribute to the newspaper. *? Or, perhaps, the prospect of returning to Cedar Falls with his
wife, who was now pregnant with their first child, occupied his mind.
The Pierces left Fort Randall by stagecoach in late June 1862. After
a joumey of eight days, they were in Cedar Falls by the Fourth of
July.5^ In August, the Gazette reported that Pierce "has been transferred to the other portion of his regiment, which is somewhere in
Dixie, and is now on his way to his new position." Whether he requested the transfer or whether it was ordered from above is not
knovMi. He may well have preferred that his wife give birth in the surroundings of their home in Iowa rather than at a frontier post and saw
the transfer as a way to achieve that end. Pierce appears to be the only
member of the detachment sent to Fort Randall who returned to serve
in the South with the Fourteenth.'^ His comrades in the three compa57. Cedar Falls Gazette, 4 Apr 1862. Pattee was evidently aware of Pierce's intentions to
leave Fort Randall sometime during the winter or early spring. Pattee, Report of Major John
Pattee, p. 42, includes a letter dated 29 Apr. 1862 from Kirkwood to Pattee mentioning the
appointment of "an additional assistant Surgeon." Pvt. John M. Peebles of Gompany A was
subsequently discharged so he could be hired as a "contract physician." See Fort Randall
Post Returns, Aug. 1862.
58. Cedar Fails Gazette, 4 July 1862.
59. Ibid., 8 Aug. 1862. No letters from Pierce appeared in the Gazette during the remainder of his time with the Foin-teenth Infantry Regiment. Pierce resigned from the Fourteenth
the following spring and reopened his practice in Gedar Falls. See Cedar Falls Gazette, i, 8
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nies would soldier on in Dakota for the remainder of their enlistments. The detached companies of the Fourteenth, after becoming
the Forty-first Iowa Infantry Battalion in September 1862, would be
converted to cavalry, forming Companies K, L, and M of the Seventh
Iowa Cavalry in 1863.^°
Samuel Pierce's letters provide readers today with an Iowan's view
of early Dakota Territory and its people, as well as military Hfe on the
frontier. Pierce's perceptions of the first two were unñattering. The
treeless plains he found around Fort Randall were of little value, at
least in the eyes of the transplanted New Engländer. The Yankton
Sioux, while not particularly troublesome at the time, evoked little
sympathy in the surgeon, who 'viewed them as recalcitrant to give
up ways he saw as unciviHzed. White settlers in Dakota fared little better. While Pierce's public letters consistently defended a commander
to whom he was apparently close, they clearly do not represent the
only opinion in the command. The troubles within that command
stemmed from a variety of factors: the political nature of officers' commissions, Pattee's inexperience, inadequate and hasty planning for
the journey to Fort Randall, entanglements in Dakota politics, and the
decision to station troops of the Fourteenth Iowa in Dakota temporarily rather than provide the post with a more permanent garrison from
the outset.
May 1863. The Pierces' ñrst child, a son christened Charles, was born on 5 October 1862.
Conceived at Eort Randall along the iVIissouri, he would drown in the icy waters of the Cedar
River at Cedar Falls in February t857. Cedar Falls Cazette, 8 Feb. 1867; Sue Cardner, "The
Pierce Project," http://members.aol.com/Pierce476/Iowa.html, accessed 16 Aug. 2007.
60. For a useful overview of the continuing service of these troops, see Robrock, "The Seventh Iowa Cavalry and the Plains Indian Wars."
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