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The Charles Edmund DeLand Papers at
the South Dakota State Historical Society

CHELLE SOMSEN

The Charles Edmund DeLand Papers, one of the collections available
to researchers at the State Archives of the South Dakota State Historical Society, provide a glimpse into the life of a prominent attorney
whose interests in politics, history, literature, and current events led
him down numerous paths of inquiry. DeLand, who spent his professional life in the South Dakota capital in the decades just before and
after the turn of the twentieth century, devoted his spare time to writing and participating in various local and regional organizations. His
papers contain correspondence and notes gathered in the course of researching the history of American Indians and the fur trade on the
northern plains, extensive files on his work to promote Missouri River
navigation, and clippings and other information on the South Dakota
capital fights, the election of 1906, the Spanish-American War, World
War I, and general South Dakota history. His own novels, speeches,
and a four-hundred-page epic poem round out the collection.
Charles Edmund DeLand was born in Kirkland, New York, on 6
January 1854. He graduated from Whitestown Seminary in New York
before moving to Illinois, where he studied law and was admitted to
the bar in 1878. In 1883, having spent the intervening years as a circuit
court reporter in Illinois, DeLand relocated to South Dakota and set
up a law practice in Pierre. Soon thereafter, he joined with Coe I.
Crawford, future governor and United States senator, to create the law
firm of Crawford and DeLand. Crawford left the partnership in 1897
to work as general counsel for the Chicago and North Western Railroad in Huron. DeLand spent the rest of his life in Pierre, where he
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continued to practice law in addition to serving on the State Board of
Education and as a Supreme Court reporter, president of the South
Dakota State Historical Society, and an officer in the Missouri River
Navigation Congress. He was also a member of the Dickens Club, a
literary organization in Pierre, and served as the city attorney. A lifelong bachelor, he was close to his sister, Sophia G. DeLand, who also
lived in the capital and worked as an office clerk.'
1. Pierre Weekly Capital Journal. 12 Dec. 1935; Lawrence K. Fox, ed., Fox's Who's Who among
South Dakotans (Pierre, S.Dak.: By the Author, 1924), p. 53; South Dakota, Department of
History, Third Census of the State of South Dakota. Taken in the Year 1915.

A young Charles DeUnd (left) and Coe Crawford are pictured here in the offices of
their law firm.
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DeLand's interests in the development of Pierre and the history of
the surrounding area can be linked to the time of his arrival. When
the young lawyer moved to Pierre, the three-year-old town situated on
the east bank of the Missouri River had just been incorporated as a
city. Filled with saloons, hotels, and restaurants, it retained its frontier
character. Over the years, DeLand promoted and supported the city by
donating several tracts of land for the creation of parks. One fifteenacre parcel located on Snake Butte north of town was originally
named Oneida Park and is the location of a monument marking the
purported center of both North America and South Dakota. Another
tract, called Kirkland Park, was located near Pierre's first airport, the
Walter J. Smith landing field, on the south side of Snake Butte.^
One of DeLand's long-term interests lay in promoting inland waterway navigation as an effective way to compete with the railroads'
monopoly on transporting supplies and products. In particular, he
sought to restore commercial shipping to the Missouri River, an activity that had largely ended in 1881 when ice jams destroyed most of the
steamboat fleet. During the early days of Pierre, railroad interests
owned the right-of-way to the town's riverfront property, and DeLand
worked with officials to secure land near the town's "Whiskey Gulch"
section for boat dockage. He went on to help found the Missouri River
Navigation Congress, which lobbied for efforts to improve navigability
and shipping on the river. Eight folders in the DeLand Papers center
on waterways and navigadon and are organized chronologically.
Much of the content consists of newspaper articles, although some
correspondence is included. One clipping from a 1908 issue of the
Sioux Falls Daily Press reports on DeLand's election as a vice-president
of the newly formed Missouri River Navigation Congress at its organizational meeting in Sioux City, Iowa.' His former law partner. Governor Coe Crawford, also attended the congress, where he emphasized
2. Hughes County History ([Pierre, S.Dak.): Office of Hughes Gounty Superintendent of
Schools, 1937). p. 80; Harold H. Schüler, A Bridge Apart: History of Early Pierre and Fort
Pierre (Pierre, S.Dak.: By the Author, 1987). p. 76; Harold H, Schüler, Pierre since 1910
(Pierre. S.Dak.: By the Author, 1998), p, 82: Pierre Weekly Capital journal, 12 Dec. 1935.
3. Pierre Weekly Capital Journal, r2 Dec, 1935; newspaper clipping. Sioux Falls Daily Press.
24 Jan. 1908, Folder 6, Missouri River Navigation Congress, 1908, Box 3339A, Gharles E.

Copyright © 2008 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.

SPRING 2008

Dakota Resources | 81

the importance of navigable waterways in order to achieve competitive
rates for transportation, an issue of "vital import" to both South Dakota and its capital/
The following year, the Pierre Daily Dakotan lauded DeLand for his
ongoing work to make the Missouri River useable for transportation
and for his role in obtaining a congressional appropriation for a river
survey.5 The Sioux City journal later reported, however, that the appropriation proved to be a "Lemon for Upper River," noting that little
money had been allotted to survey the stretches of the Missouri located north of Kansas City.^ The 1909 annual meeting of the Missouri
River Navigation Congress in Yankton was a tumultuous affair because of debate over the appropriation, which pitted delegates from
the upper and lower river against one another. DeLand was again reelected to the post of vice-president. At the meeting's conclusion, he
diplomatically stated his belief that the gathering had been a success
and that the congress was moving forward toward attaining its goals.?
DeLand was also involved in the National Rivers and Harbors
Congress and attended meetings throughout the country. He was a
member of the committee on resolutions and a vice-president of the
national group. One folder contains numerous letters from various
entities, particularly the city of Spokane, Washington, lobbying DeLand to vote for their location as the site of the next meeting of the
National Rivers and Harbors Congress.^ The remaining folders in this
segment of the DeLand Papers contain newspaper clippings, pamphlets, and government documents on waterways and navigation dat-

DeLand Papers, State Archives Collection, South Dakota State Historical Society (SDSHS),
Pierre. Unless otherwise noted, all folder and box numbers refer to the DeLand Papers.
4. Newspaper cupping, Pierre Daily Dakotan, 27 Ian. 1908, Folder 6, Missouri River Navigation Congress, 1908. Box Î339A.
5. Newspaper clipping, Pierre Daily Dakotan, 9 Mar. :9O9, Folder 7, Waterways and Navigation. 1909. Box 3339A.
6. Newspaper clipping, Sioux City journal. 8 June 1909, ibid.
7. Newspaper clippings, Sioux Falls Daily Press, 9 July 1909, and Pierre Daily Dakotan. 10
July 1909. both ibid.
8. Newspaper clipping, Pierre Daily Dakotan. 19 Dec. 1910, Folder 8, Waterways and Navigation, 1910, and R. J. Maclean to DeLand. 8 Apr. 1912, Folder 9, National Rivers and Harbors Congress. 1912, both Box 3339A.
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ing from 1920 to 1935. DeLand's 1911 publication. Papers and Communications upon internal Waterways and Navigation, is also included.
DeLand is perhaps best known for his contributions to South Dakota history, particularly his writings for the South Dakota Historical
Colkaions series published by the State Historical Society beginning
in 1902. His papers include numerous letters received from a variety
of individuals and institutions in regard to his research into the Sioux,
Ankara and Mandan Indians and the theory that the Mandans were
related to the Welsh. Two lengthy studies of the Ankaras and Mandans by DeLand appeared in volumes three (1906) and four (1908) of
South Dakota Historical Collections. Scholars now consider these works
to be outdated, but DeLand's work on the Sioux Wars, published in
volumes fifteen (1930) and seventeen (1934), still offers useftil information. The papers include three map sketches DeLand made during
a trip to the Slim Buttes battlefield that were not published with his
Sioux Wars articles. Also included are typescript copies of interviews
with Basil Clement (Claymore), Pélagie Sarpe Narcelle, and Narcisse

DeLand drew this sketch of the Slim Buttes battlefield during a visit to the site in
1928.
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Narcelle, all of whom were involved in the fur trade and ranching in
early-day South Dakota.^
Among the many other interesting pieces of history-related correspondence in the collection is afive-pageletter to DeLand from Hattie
May Foster dated 31 May 1914. In it, she describes how she and a
group of friends discovered the Verendrye Plate, buried by French explorers in 1743, atop a hill above the town of Fort Pierre. DeLand included this firsthand account in an article on the Verendrye explorations for volume seven (1914) of South Dakota Historical Collections.

His papers also include a forty-two-page manuscript entitled "The
Verendrye Exploration Tablet of Fori Pierre," which he wrote for National Geographic magazine but which was never published.'^
For several years at the turn of the twentieth century, DeLand corresponded with Pierre Chouteau, a grandson of Pierre Chouteau, [r.,
the Saint Louis trader whose fur post of Fori Pierre became one of the
most important trading sites on the Upper Missouri River. The men
exchanged letters on a number of topics in the state's history, particularly forts and the fur trade. Chouteau discussed a sketch he had made
of Fort Pierre, located across the Missouri River from the town of
Pierre, based on the recollections of those who remembered specific
details. Names such as Joseph LaBarge, Charles P. Chouteau, and others with firsthand knowledge of the post are mentioned as among
those who had approved his drawing. He also spent several pages describing discrepancies in the various dates given for the establishment
of Fort Pierre. Other Chouteau correspondence deals with the location
of Fort Tecumseh and mentions Hiram Chittenden and his research,
which resulted in the three-volume American Fur Trade of the Far West,
published in 1902."
DeLand and Chouteau further discussed the importance of creating a historical society for South Dakota in order to preserve the mem9. Folder 4, Correspondence, 1890-1935, Box 3339A; Folder 30, "The Sioux Wars"
Sketches and Maps, Box 3340A.
:o. Folder i, Hattie Foster Letter, and Folder 24, "The Verendrye Exploration Tablet of Fort
Pierre." both Box 3339A.
II. Chouteau to DeLand, 10 Apr., 5 May 1899,19 Oct. 1901, Folder 2, Pierre Chouteau Letters, 1899-1902, Box 3339A.
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ories of the state's early settlers while they were still alive. An Old Settlers Association of Dakota Territory had been in existence since 1862,
but it was not until 1901 that the efforts of DeLand and others resulted
in the estabhshment of a State Historical Society that was connected
with the state government through the Department of History.'^ Also
noteworthy are Chouteau's letters describing his work with the organizing committee of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition in Saint Louis
in 1904, including work details, financial obligations, and timelines.'?
The DeLand Papers contain a total of eighteen letters from Chouteau.
DeLand's correspondence includes several letters written in 1901
and 1902 both to and from Major Fred T Wilson of the War Department relating to Forts Sully, Meade, Randall, and Thompson, as well as
the Sully and Custer expeditions. DeLand noted that he was doing research on behalf of the South Dakota State Historical Society and likely
incorporated the information into his Historical Collections articles."*
Items pertaining to the monument erected in 1931 to mark the site
of Fort Pierre make up another component of the collection. Afiledevoted exclusively to the monument and its dedication contains sketches, specifications, copies of the senate bill that conveyed the tract of
land to the state, resolutions of thanks, and correspondence from Raymond A. Burnside, who paid for the large stone with its inlaid tablet.''
De Land was an enthusiastic collector of news items, and his papers
contain several folders of clippings arranged by subject. The state's
capital fights and the dedication of its permanent capitoi are covered
in articles collected from newspapers across the state between 1889
and 1910. "Pierre a Winner," declared the Howard State Spirit on 11
November 1904. The story went on to describe what had been "one of
the most prolonged, most bitter, and most picturesque fights in the
history of the state."'^ One of the largest clipping files concerns the
12. Chouteau to DeLand, 29 Mar. 1899,16 Nov. 1900, 29 Jan. 1901, all ibid.
13. Chouteau to DeLand, 26 Apr. 1899,14 Apr., 16 Nov. 1900. 3, 22, 29 Jan. 1901. 8 Feb.
1902, all ibid.
14. Folder 3, Major Frederick T. Wilson Letters, 1901-1902. Box 3339A.
15. Folder 5, Fort Pierre Monument Dedication. 1931, Box 3339A.
16. Newspaper clipping, Howard State Spirit. 11 Nov. 1904, Folder 15, Capital Fights, Box
3339B.
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Accompanied by State Historical Society Director Lawrence K. Fox (left), DeLand
poses next to the monument marking the site of Fort Pierre.

Spanish-American War and the role of the South Dakota National
Guard. Many of the stories focus on Colonel Alfred S. Frost, commanding officer of the First Regiment, South Dakota Volunteers, who
became embroiled in a controversy over his selection of officers.
Other clippings contain news of Company A of Pierre, which in
one instance earned the attention and praise of General Arthur
MacArthur. DeLand's papers also include a folder of clippings on
World War I, again focusing on Company A, but also including more
general war-related subjects such as the League of Nations. There are
also files of assorted clippings from the early 1900s pertaining to
American Indians and other topics ranging from state and local poli-
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tics to water navigation and railroads to general South Dakota history. •?
Other material in the collection relates to DeLand's political involvement and his career as a lawyer. During the 1906 elections in
which his former associate Coe Crawford was elected governor, DeLand served as chair of the Hughes County Republican Central Committee. His papers contain several pieces of correspondence about
election delegates from Hughes County and absentee delegate votes
along with news clippings and a sample ballot. DeUnd was also secretary of the Sixth Judicial Circuit Auxiliary Bar Association, organized m 1921. His papers include correspondence, the organization's
bylaws, and membership applications.'^
One of the most notable cases in DeLand's career as an attorney
was his work on behalf of Jane Van Meter Waldron, a mixed-blood
woman who sought to prove the legitimacy of her claim to a land allotment near Fort Pierre. Drawing on his scholarly knowledge of the
Sioux Indians, DeLand represented Waldron and in winning her case
in 1905 helped to establish the full and equal legal status of Sioux
mixed bloods. His papers contain correspondence from 1904 to 1906
pertaining to a related case, that of Helen Aungie Williams, who
sought to regain possession of scrip entitling her to an eighty-acre parcel of land. Another file contains letters and documents relating to a
tax case involving William Benoist, the Office of Indian Affairs, and
cattle on the Cheyenne River and Standing Rock reservations.'^
Two folders in the collection are filled with an assortment of articles, speeches, and poems that DeLand wrote on such varied topics as
Missouri River navigation, the Verendrye Plate, Fort Pierre Chouteau,
the League of Nations, territorial rights, and the annexation of Hawaii.
Over the course of his life, DeLand also produced works of a more cre17. Folder i6. Spanish-American War; Folder 17, Worid War I; Folder 14, Indians; and
Folder 18, South Dakota History, all Box 3339B.
18. Folder 20. Election of 1906. and Folder 21, Sixth Judicial Circuit AuxÜiary Bar Association, both Box 3339B.
19. Folder 28, Helen A. Williams Case, and Folder 29, William Benoist Case, both Box
3340A. For DeLand's role in the Waldron case, see Harry H. Anderson, "The Waldron-Black
Tomahawk Controversy and the Status of Mixed Bloods among the Teton Sioux," South
Dakota History 21 (Spring 1991}: 69-83.
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DeLand wrote this inscription on a copy of his l g n
book, Thoughts Afield,
which he donated to the
South Dakota State Historical Society.

ative nature, such as his voluminous manuscript poem, "The Dahkota
Epic," which treats the history of American Indians from the Mound
Age through the tragedy at Wounded Knee in 1890/° His published
books, also included in the collections of the State Historical Society,
include The Tragedy of the White Medicine {1913), a novel incorporating
elements of mystery, revenge, and romance; The Mis-trials of fesus
(1914), an analysis of the Hebrew and Roman prosecutions of Jesus;
The Psychic THo; or, Nations Reconciled (1919), a fictional work con-

cerning the intellectual and moral struggles of a young lav^^er; and
Renewed from Without, a fictionalized commentary on social issues
and organized religion. Essays on a broad range of topics, many of
which were composed for presentation to the Dickens Club of Pierre,
20. Folders 22 and 23. Speeches, Articles and Poems. Box 3339B; Folder 25, "The Dahkota
Epic," B0X3340A.
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make up his Thoughts Afield (1911) and Rambles in Realms (1934). In
connection with his work in the legal profession, DeLand also produced the Annotated General Incorporation Laws of South Dakota
(1900); Annotated Statutes and Rules of Trial Practice and Appellate Procedure in South Dakota and North Dakota (1896); and the Annotated
Rules of the Supreme Court in South Dakota and North Dakota (1896).
More information on DeLand may be found in the papers of Doane
Robinson, the long-time director of the South Dakota State Historical
Society with whom DeLand collaborated on many projects. The
records of the Dickens Club of Pierre also contain a manuscript DeLand wrote about the town's settlement entitled "Reminiscent of an
Early Frontier."^' Sketches of old Fort Pierre and vicinity drawn by DeLand in 1902, an article in the Capital Journal concerning the girls
club on Farm Island in 1934, and correspondence from the Pierre
Business Men's Club to South Dakota's congressional delegation regarding a Missouri River survey reside in other manuscript collections at the South Dakota State Historical Society.-^^
The Charles Edmund DeLand Papers offer a fascinating glimpse
into the history of South Dakota as seen through the eyes of one of its
early historians, who himself played a role in the development of both
the state and its capital. Charles DeLand died at his home on 8 December 1935 at the age of eighty-one. Following a funeral service at the
Methodist church in Pierre, his remains were sent to Deansboro, New
York, where he was buried in the family plot.^'
21. Folder 68, Charles DeLand, Box 3361A, Doane Robinson Papers, 1880-1946. and
Folder 5, Charles E. DeLand Manuscript. Box 3354A. Dicken's Club of Pierre, S.D.. Papers,
1890-1956, both in State Archives Collection, SDSHS.
22. Folders 4 and 9, Pierre Area Miscellaneous Historical Material and Waterways, Navigations, and Water Power Development, 1877-1910, Box 3551A, Pierre-Fort Pierre Miscellaneous. State Archives Collection. SDSHS.
23. Pierre Reminder, 11 Dec. 1935.
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