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Tbe Flandreau Indian School at Flandreau, South Dakota, bas served
as an educational institution for American Indian children since
1892. Preceded by a day scbool for local Indian children, it eventually
became one of many federally operated nonreservation boarding
schools tbat accepted students from throughout tbe United States. Be-
ginning witb nine teachers and fewer than fifty students, the school
bad graduated more than six thousand individuals by 2005.' Over the
decades, the campus overlooking the Big Sioux River in eastern South
Dakota has changed to reflect the evolution of Indian education in the
United States. From its beginnings as a mission school to a govern-

This article is based on research conducted for Richard E. Berg, "Architectural Inventory
and National Register Evaluation of the Flandreau Indian School in Moody County, South
Dakota," prepared for Bureau of Indian Affairs, Facilities Management Office, Flandreau In-
dian School, Jan./Feb. 2005. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Midwest Regional Office, Ft.
Snelling, Minn. The author would like to thank the following individuals for their assis-
tance: Betty Belkham, Ed Lunday, Carol Goumeau, and Kathy Renville, Flandreau Indian
School, Flandreau, S.Dak.; Harry F.Thompson, Center for Western Studies, Augustana Col-
lege, Sioux Falls, S.Dak.; Roberta W. Williamson and staff. Moody County Museum, Flan-
dreau, S.Dak.; and Violet Fairbanks, [ames F. Myster, Vickie Parisien, and Renee Jones, Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, Midwest Regional Office, Fort Snelling, Minn.

I. Figures were compiled from the annual reports of the commissioner of Indian affairs
(1898-igog, 1911-1933); Riggs Institute. Flandreau. South Dakota. 1904 {Flandreau, S.Dak,:
Weekly Review Print, 1904) {1893-1904}; William M. Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian
School, Flandreau, South Dakota" (Master's thesis. University of South Dakota, 1940)
(1898-1913, 1929, 1932, 1934, ¡937, 1959); Flandreau Spirit (1933, 1941, 1944-1945, 1947-
1952, 1999, 2001-2002); Bow and Arrow (1934-1935); Flandreau Indian School (FIS) vault
and registrar's office records (1937-1938, 1940-2005), Lakota Times (1992), and Bureau of
Indian Affairs (BIA), Midwest Regional Office, Office of Indian Education (2002-2005).
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ment-mn day school, boarding school, and, eventually, industrial
training school, the Flandreau Indian School has undergone ñve dis-
tinct periods of construction, demolition, and remodeling.^ All of
these changes have corresponded in some degree to shifts in federal
policy that affected the school's curriculum and, ultimately, the physi-
cal plant.

Today, the Flandreau Indian School comprises fifty buildings and
other structures that include administrative offices, permanent and
temporary classrooms, dormitories, an auditorium, library, employee
quarters, garages, kitchen and dining hall, a canteen, workshops, util-
ity buildings, a barn, cultural center and museum, and gymnasium,
all situated on 174 acres ofpasture and woodlands (Figure r).'Of these
buildings, nearly half are fifty or more years old and are significant for
what they reveal of the story of the school and its students.

The origins of the Flandreau Indian School lie in the community of
twenty-five Santee Dakota, or Sioux, families who left the Santee In-
dian Reservation in northeastern Nebraska beginning in 1869 to take
homesteads along the Big Sioux River in southern Dakota Territory.
Their departure from Santee was due, in part, to crop failures and im-
patience with delays in receiving individual land assignments on their
reservation at Santee.^ The group eventually grew to include approxi-
mately 227 people living in fifty-one log cabins. According to Indian

2. Various building phases are identified in Richard E. Berg, "Historic Architecture Re-
connaissance of Three Buildings at the Flandreau Indian School in Moody County, South
Dakota," prepared for Bureau of Indian AfTairs, Facilities Management Office. Flandreau In-
dian School, 2000. Bureau of Indian Affairs, Midwest Regional Office. Ft. Snelling. Minn,,
p. 5; Kizer, "History of the Fiandreau Indian School," pp. 22-48; and Carol Martin Mashek,
"An Historical Building Study of Ten Buildings at the Flandreau Indian High School. Flan-
dreau, South Dakota," in Flandreau Indian School Feasibility Study: Historical Survey Volume
¡a (Kansas City, Kans.; Martel & Associates, 1988), pp. 5-4.

3. Over the years, the Flandreau Indian School has been known varioiisly as Flandreau In-
dian Industrial School (1893-1894, 1898-1900); United States Indian Industria! School
(1894-1899), United States Indian School (1900), Riggs Institute (1901-1908). and Flan-
dreau Indian Vocational High School (ca. igios-1964). The name Flandreau Indian School
has been used consistently since 1964,

4. U.S., Department of the Interior. Office of Indian Affairs, Annual Report of the Commis-
siontr of Indian Affairs Made to the Secretary of the Interior for the Year iS6g (Washington. D.C:
Government Printing Office, 1870), pp, 340-4:.
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Figure 1. United States Geological Survey map showing the Flandreau Indian

School campus in relation to the Big Sioux River and the town of Fiandreau

Agent Asa M. Janney, they desired to "throw up tribal relations" in or-
der to become citizens and "advance in civilization."5 Stephen R.
Riggs, who served as a missionary to the Santees and other Sioux In-
dians for many decades, wrote that tliose who made up what came to
be known as the River Bend Colony considered their dependence
upon the federal government for food and clothing degrading. They
also found the soil and water along the Big Sioux River similar to the
Minnesota lands they had been displaced from during the Dakota
Conflict of 1862 and wanted homes subject to and protected by
United States

5. Ibid. (1874). pp. 240-42; ibid. I1871), pp. 269-70. See oiso Winifred W. Barton. John P.
Williamson: A Brother to tfte Sioux (New York: Fleming H. Revell, 1919). pp. 138-44.

6. Riggs, Mary and ¡: Forty Years with the Sioux (1880; reprint ed., Williamstown, Mass.:
Comer House, 1971), pp. 238-39; Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (1870),
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To serve this Indian community, the Presbyterian Church con-
structed a log church in 1871, replacing it in 1875 with a larger wood-
framed building. Both buildings were located to the south of the fu-
ture school campus. The Presbyterians also organized a mission day
school where pupils were not divided into grades but learned with the
aid of charts and pictures. Schools such as this one were provided for
under treaties and the Indian Civilization Act of 1819, which encour-
aged religious groups to establish schools for "civilizing" Indians
through academic and religious instruction.^

During the administration of President Ulysses S. Grant, the edu-
cating and Christianizing of American Indians continued under the
Quaker, or Peace, Policy. Beginning in 1869, the federal government
sought to reduce corruption in the reservation system by assigning re-
ligious groups to oversee the appointment of Indian agents and by
creating the Board of Indian Commissioners, a nonpartisan group re-
sponsible for distributing Indian funds. In regard to education, sub-
stantial funds were appropriated "for support of industrial and other
schools among the Indian tribes" in order to bring control of Indian
education to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).̂  In 1872-1873, the In-
dian bureau purchased the Presbyterians' log building at Flandreau
and opened a day school, which continued to operate until 1893. The
government day schools of the period typically consisted of "a simple
schoolhouse, teacher's quarters, perhaps barn or storehouse, and a
garden tract." Instruction was in English, and "reading, writing, arith-

pp. 235-38. More recently, historian Roy W. Meyer has aïso surmised that the Indians be-
lieved the land around Flandreaii to be more productive than that of the Santee reservation
and that some of those at Santee may have resented the authority of the chiefs and agents.
By taking their own homesteads, which they were permitted to do under the Fort Laramie
Treaty of 1868. the Santees could also avoid another removal by the government. Meyer, His-
tory of the Santee Sioux: United States Indian Policy on Trial, rev. ed. (Lincoln; University of
Nebraska Press, 1993}. pp. 162-6}, 242-43.

7. Riggs, Mary and I. pp. 235, 281; Moody County Enterprise and Flandreau Herald, 19 Oct.
1934: Charles J. Kappîer, ed., Indian Affairs: Lows and Treaties (Washington, D,C.: Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1904), 2:999-1000.

8. Martha E. Layman, "A History of Indian Education in the United States" (Ph.D. diss.,
University of Minnesota, 1942), pp. 360-61. Before 1947, the BIA was officially known as
the Office oflndian Affairs. The term BIA will be used throughout this article.
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metic, geography, and American history" constituted the curriculum.9
Boys received further instruction on caring for farm animals and rais-
ing vegetables, while girls learned to pursue home-economic activities
such as cooking, sewing, washing, and ironing."^

While the day school was still in operation, the buildings were re-
paired and repainted, the yard was fenced, and shade trees were
planted in 1885. The single building remaining from the mission and
day-school era, the classroom building, was later moved to the board-
ing-school campus, remodeled, and converted into a cottage (Building
No. 59), probably in the early 1890s. The BIA transferred ownership
of the building to the Moody County Museum in the late 1980s where
it was eventually moved and refurbished (Figure 2)."

g. Ibid., pp. 364-65. See also Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affiiirs (1873}, p. 227.
10. Layman, "History of Indian Education," pp. 362-64.
11. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs [1892). pp. 310-15: Kizer, "History

of the Flandreau Indian School," p- 44; "Tipiwakan Wakpaipaksan, River Bend Meeting
House: A Brief History" (Flandreau: Historical Building Preservation Society, 1997). pam-
phlet on file at Moody County Museum, Flandreau, S.Dak. The building numbers used
throughout this article were assigned by the BIA at the time of their construction. Buildings
constructed prior to World War U were numbered under a different system and were reas-
signed their present numbers at that time.

Figure 2. Former day school (Building No. 59) on the grounds of the Moody
County Museum in Flandreau PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MYSTEH
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By the mid-i87os, the Indian commissioner had also begun to cre-
ate boarding schools and industrial training schools both on and off
the reservations. Recommendations for replacing the day school at
Flandreau with a boarding school so that children living some dis-
tance away could attend began to appear in the annual reports of Spe-
cial Indian Agent John P. Williamson to the commissioner of Indian
affairs starting in 1874. Williamson repeated these requests to no avail
through the end of his tenure in 1878. Agent Isaiah Lightner was
asked to request a boarding school in 1885 but responded that such an
institution would not be in the best interest of the Indians, perhaps
because boarding schools already existed on the Sisseton and Santee
reservations. By 1892, however, the federal government was boarding
children at the Flandreau day school who lived some distance away
and would not otherwise be able to attend school regularly.'^

Pohtics ultimately had a substantial influence on the selection of
Flandreau as a boarding-school site. Campaigning for the United
States Senate in 1889, a time when towns throughout the new state of
South Dakota were vying for institutions that would attract people and
businesses, Richard F. Pettigrew promised the citizens of Flandreau a
government boarding school. Shortly after Pettigrew's election, the
federal government purchased a 160-acre parcel of land north of Flan-
dreau and appropriated funds for a school. Coincidently or not. Petti-
grew owned the site. The project also had the support of John East-
man, a Dakota Indian teacher at the day school, and petition signers

12. Layman, "History of Indian Education," p. 367; Annual Report of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs (1874), PP- 240-42; ibid. (1885). pp. 139-40; ibid. ¡1892), pp. îio-15. The fed-
eral boarding-school and day-school system for Indians has had a number of critics. See. for
example. David Wallace Adams. Education for Extinclion: American Indians and the Boarding
School Experience. 1S7J-19ÍS (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1995}; Margaret L
Archuleta, Brenda [. Child, and Tsianina Lomawaima, Away from Home: American Indian
Boarding School Experiences, 1S79-2000 (Phoenix. Ariz.: Heard Museum, 2000); Brenda J.
Child, Boarding School Seasons: American Indian Families. 1900-1940 (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1998): and (on Reyíiner and Jeanne Eder, American Indian Education: A
History (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2004). For efforts made over the years to
address such criticism and improve the Indian educational system, see various annual re-
ports ofthecommissioner of Indian affairs; Lewis Meriam, etal,, The Problem of¡ndian Ad-
ministration (Baltimore. Md.: Johns Hopkins Press. 1928): and Evelyn C. Adams, American
Indian Education: Government Schools and Economic Progress (New York: Amo Press, 1971).
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Figure 3. Early twentieth-century postcard showing Flandreau Indian School on

the horizon

from the Sioux reservations nearby. Construction on the first genera-
tion of government buildings commenced in 1892 with a classroom
building, multi-purpose girls' dormitory, a small boys' dormitory, and
a lumber storehouse. By 1900, a heating plant, barn, hospital, super-
intendent's cottage, large boys' dormitory, dining hall, and new class-
room building accommodating 350 pupils were in place {Figure 3).'̂

In order to fill their schools with students, off-reservation institu-
tions such as the Flandreau Indian School had to compete with one
another, the reservation day schools, and reservation boarding schools.

13. Larry Pressler, "South Dakota in the United States Senate: A Composite Portrait,"
South Dakota History ii (Spring 1981): 124-41 passim; Kizer, "History of the Flandreau In-
dian School," pp. 22-31. For contemporary descriptions of the school throughout its history.
see "Brief Description of the Flandreau School." Indian School Journal (Apr. 1914): 356-60;
"Flandreau, South Dakota," Indian Leader 20, no. 12 (1916): 15-17: "Indian School Scene
Presents Early View of Government Institution," Moody County Enterprise, 20 Aug. 1953;
"History Reveals Growth of Flandreau Indian School," Moody County Enterprise, 20 May
1959; "Flandreau Indian School—104 Years Old," Fiandreau Enterprise. [1976]. Moody
County Museum: "History and Physical Description. 1897 Dining Hall, 1903/1919 Voca-
tional Building, Flandreau Indian School, Flandreau, South Dakota" (Pierre, S.Dak.: SHP
Engineering & Architecture, 1991); "Saluting Flandreau, 1869-1994," Flandreau Enterprise,
23 Aug. 1994.
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The reservation schools were encouraged to send their more advanced
students to boarding schools ofTthe reservation, but students still had
to be recruited from the agencies to help the off-reservation boarding
schools reach their capacities. The institution of compulsory school at-
tendance in 1892 boosted enrollment, but the BIA developed no uni-
form standards for admissions until 1917. In 1897, the commissioner
of Indian affairs divided the country into territories for recruiting stu-
dents for nonreservation schools. Students came to the Flandreau
school from tribes throughout the Northern Great Plains, Rocky
Mountains, and Midwest, including the states of South Dakota, North
Dakota, Nebraska, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Minnesota, Iowa, Wis-
consin, and Michigan, for at least the first forty-five years of the
school's existence. The grade levels taught over the course of its his-
tory have varied, depending on enrollment numbers and course of in-
struction. Grades one through eight were taught during the school's
first fifteen years. In 1918, grades nine and ten were added. By 1929,
grade twelve had been added, but instruction in the lower grades was
being discontinued. Beginning in 1931, Flandreau Indian School be-
came an accredited four-year high school.''̂

As construction of the classrooms and dormitories at Flandreau In-
dian School proceeded, administrative staff, teachers, and support
personnel had to be hired to get the school functioning. In the early
1890S, school superintendents, their assistants, teachers, matrons,
and physicians were incorporated into the federal civil-service system
to help insure the selection of qualified individuals. By mid-decade,
other staff that included carpenters, clerks, cooks, disciplinarians, in-
dustrial teachers, laundresses, and seamstresses were placed under
the system. School employees have remained federal civil servants to
the present, and qualification standards for all school positions have
become more rigorous with the passage of time.'^

14. Layman, "History of Indian Education," pp. 365. 417. 422; Adams. Education for Ex-
tinction, pp. 64-65; Reyhner and Eder, American Indian Education, p. 149: Annual Report of
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (1897), p. 20; Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian
School," pp. 60, 92-93.

15. Layman, "History of Indian Education." pp. 404. 428-29, 454-57; Adams. Education
fiir Extinction, pp. 67-68; Reyhner and Eder. American Indian Education, pp. 255, 287.
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In keeping with the federal education policy of preparing Indians
for life and work in white society, the commissioner of Indian affairs
directed boarding schools to teach farming methods and domestic ac-
tivities associated with the kitchen, dining room, laundry, and sewing,
as well as trades such as harness and shoe making and repair, tailor-
ing, blacksmithing, carpentry, wagon making, and painting. Social
training, including exercise, games, and evening activities, and moral
and religious instruction were also offered in addition to reading, ge-
ography, and history. During the early years at Flandreau Indian
School, the girls manufactured aprons, clothing bags, blouses, capes,
chemises, suits, tablecloths, napkins, curtains, neckties, overalls, over-
sleeves, pants, bed linens, nightwear, skirts, sunbonnets, bath towels,
roller towels, and underwear (Figure 4). Harly on. the school also par-
ticipated in the government's outing program, which placed boys with
local farmers during the summer months and paid wages for their
work. The program continued at the Flandreau school in one form or
another for decades. By the 1930s, girls were being sent to work in

Figure 4. Girl5' sewing class, early 1900s
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homes in eastern South Dakota towns and as far away as Minneapolis,
Minnesota.'^

Twenty years after the boarding school opened its doors, instruc-
tion broadened to include more academics. Classes were held in read-
ing and literature, writing and spelling, arithmetic, geography, lan-
guage, music, and drawing for students in grades one through eight.
A variety of other classes were held for different grade levels. Physiol-
ogy, morals, and manners were taught in grades one through seven;
composition in grade three; nature study in grades two through five;
and basketry, weaving, and modeling in grade one. Fifth through
eighth graders studied current events and United States history, do-
mestic science, art, and household industries. Civics was taught in
grades seven and eight and business forms in grade eight. Besides the
academic courses, students were still given training in farming, gar-
dening, stock and hog rearing, dairying, poultry culture, harness and
shoe making, tailoring, and laundry, as well as nursing, printing,
steamfitting, plumbing, baking, carpentry and cabinet making, dress-
making, and household administration.'^

The campus has two extant brick buildings that represent the pe-
riod from 1892 through 1915, when the first generation of govern-
ment buildings was built and improved. The school administrator's
office (No, i) and the multi-purpose shop (No. 26) were both built in
1903 by F. D. Mills and Sons of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, The shop
burned in 1918 and was largely rebuilt the following year,'̂

The school administrator's office has a T-shaped plan with a base-
ment and first, or main, floor (Figure 5), The building was constructed

16. Annual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs (1894), pp. 410-I1; ibid. (1895), pp.
401-3; Adams, Education for Extinction, pp. 156-63; Riggs Institute, Flandreau. South Dakota.
1904, p. 8; Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian School," p. 98.

17, Elandreau Training School. Elandreau, S.D. (Flandreau, S.Dak.: Flandreau Indian
School, 1913}, p. I.

r8. Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian School," pp. 32, 35-36. Unless otherwise
noted, information about construction and modifications included in the building descrip-
tions that follow came from Building Maintenance and Inventory Files, Facilities Manage-
ment Office, FIS; personal communication with Ed Lunday, Facilities Manager, FIS; and
changes observed between historic and recent photographs taken by BIA researchers and in-
cluded in Berg. "Historic Architecture Reconnaissance," and "Architectural Inventory and
National Register Evaluation."
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into the hill slope, leaving the south basement wall exposed. The
foundation walls are rough-faced ashlar stone. The exterior wall clad-
ding, or covering, is brick; the brick courses have a common bonding
pattern (five stretcher-lengthwise rows for every header-end facing
row). A narrow, elevated wood walkway is located along the west first-
floor wall. The main entrances on the first floor are on the east side.
All of the doors and windows are new, although brick sills still form
the base of the first-floor windows. The building has a low-pitched
hipped roof.

The school administrator's office originally held two offices and a
storeroom. Within ten years after its construction, the building was
partitioned to create an added closet, vestibule, and hallway. Remodel-
ing took place again in 1936 with a reorganization of offices and in-
stallation of a student store where Indian-made products were sold.'^
Under the current room arrangement, an office with several storage
spaces occupies the basement. The first floor now contains eight of-
fices and a common area.

19. Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian School." pp. 32-33.

Figure 5. Administrator's Office (Building No. 1]
PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MYSTER
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The multi-purpose shop was either an L- or U-shaped single-story
building with two partial basements (Figure 6). This structure has a
concrete fioor, a rough-faced ashlar stone foundation, brick cladding,
and a low-pitched hipped roof. As with the administrator's office, the
brick courses have a common bonding pattern. The wing extension or
extensions were later removed, creating the current rectangular plan.
Early in its history, the shop was partitioned into classrooms for man-
ual training, blacksmithing, carpentry, painting, harness and shoe
making and repair, tailoring, and printing. A fifty-foot addition was
built in 1904.^° Sometime after 1979, the west wing on the south end
of the shop was removed. At about the same time, the first fioor was
divided into an automobile shop, machine shop, two washrooms, tool
room, an electrical welding room, and a gas welding room. Before this
modification, the south end of the L-shaped building contained the
automobile shop, the midsection housed the machine shop, and the
north end had the gas and electric welding rooms. Currently, the shop
building houses the Facilities Management offices and maintenance
shop.

20. fiiggs Institute, flandreau. South Dakota, 1904, p. 24.

Figure 6. Multi-purpose Shop (Building No. 26)
PHOTOGRAPH BÏ JAMES E. MYSTEfi
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The second building period at the school began in 1916, the year
the federal government introduced "a new and uniform course of
study for all Indian schools," and extended to 1941. Under the new
system, the first six years of study for boarding-school pupils followed
the academic curriculum for public schools. Vocational training em-
phasized English, arithmetic, history, agriculture, rural economics, in-
dustrial geography, agricultural botany, and industrial work. Military
and gymnastic drills were also included.^' The commissioner of In-
dian affairs also created enrollment standards to eHminate those stu-
dents whose parents could pay for their education, lived near public
schools, were United States citizens, or had one-half or more white

This period also witnessed efforts to reform the BIA, including its
administration of Indian education. In 1928, the Brookings Institu-
tion released The Problem of Indian Administration, popularly known
as the Meriam Report. The document was highly critical of the bu-
reau's boarding schools, particularly for educating young Indian chil-
dren, and recommended that curricula be adapted to suit local condi-
tions and include the introduction of American Indian culture. Some
boarding schools were closed over the years due to their high cost of
operation, questions about their effectiveness, parental opposition,
and greater reUance on public schooling, but those that remained
open faced a larger pool of potential students.^^

By 1931, Flandreau Indian School had discontinued instruction in
the lower grades and become a four-year accredited high school with a
primary emphasis on vocational training. Even so, the staff made an
effort to correlate vocational training and academic courses to demon-
strate for students why both were important.^^ During this period of
the school's history, boys and, later, girls were put to work assisting in

21. Layman, "History of Indian Education." p. 421,
22. Ibid-, pp. 422-23; Reyhner and Eder, American Indian Education, p, 107.
23. Margaret Szasz. Education and the American Indian: The Road to Self-Determination,

19.28-1973 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1974). pp-2-3: Reyhner and Eder.
American Indian Education, p. 157.

24. Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian School." pp. 60-61, 63; Vance Sneve, FIÖM-
dreau Indian School History (Flandreau, S.Dak.: Flandreau Indian School. 1977). p. 6.
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the construction and modification of numerous campus buildings.
Many of these projects are discussed in issues of the school news-
paper, Flandreau Spirit, and the yearbook. Bow and Arrow, from the
1930s and 1940s. Such work extended beyond the campus to the
building of homes for local Santee tribal members and as far away as
the Cheyenne River Indian Reservation, where at least one home was
constructed during the 1930s. Well into the 1970s, shop classes built
homes, garages, and sheds for people living in Flandreau. These later
projects were financially self-supporting/5

Throughout the 1930s, girls were offered classes in commercial
dressmaking, commercial laundry, nursery school, library science,
commercial foods, dormitory administration, and beauty culture or
cosmetology. Native art classes were instituted at this time, as well, al-
lowing girls to apply Indian designs to such things as beaded items
and baskets (Figure 7)/^ Art classes were later expanded to include
weaving, quill work, batik, hide tanning, and "applied designs in
yarns, paints, felts, and dyes," along with "the history of Indian de-
signs and customs, sign language, Indian legends, and a study ofln-
dian homes."^^ A number of arts and crafts items from the period re-
main on display in the Four Winds Cultural Center on campus as
examples of the girls' training and education.

Boys could take classes in metalworking, woodworking, electrical
work, engineering, automobile mechanics, dairying, barbering, agri-
culture, painting and decorating, masonry, baking, cooking, and
leatherworking (Figure 8). Among the practical applications of their
vocational training still evident on the campus are a ten-room duplex
and six-room cottage constructed in 1932, a shop room created in the

25. Examples of work done by students can be found in Flandreau Spirit 1 (1932). no. 22;
ibid. 2 (1933), no. i; ibid. 3 (1934}, no. 9; ibid. 10 (1939). nos. i, 2, 6; ibid. 14 (1944), no. 4:
ibid. 17 (1947), no. 4; ibid. 18 (1948}, no. 4; ibid. 19 (1949), no. 4: ibid. 23 (1953), no, 9; ibid.
28 (1958). no. 13; ibid, ¡no vol.] (1970}; ibid, [no vol.] (1975): Bow and Arrow (1930, 1935), and
Flandreau Fnterprise. 2 Feb. ¡893, 21 May 1903, 20 Aug. 1953. Seealso Berg. 'Architectural In-
ventory and National Register Evaluation," Table Bi.and Layman, "History of Indian Educa-
tion," p. 452.

26. Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian School," pp. 40, 83-84; Flandreau Spirit I
{1932). no. 22.

27. Bow and Arrow {1933), pp. 46-50.
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Figure 7. Girls with arts and crafts projects, 1930s

new shop building in 1934, and a practice cottage built in 1935. They
also undertook many metalworking jobs on campus, such as making
cafeteria tables, pails, fire escapes, and lamps. Farming and dairying,
however, overshadowed the vocational courses, because most stu-
dents came from areas where agriculture and stock raising were pri-
mary occupations.^"

The objectives for all of this training remained aimed at giving stu-
dents domestic and vocational training that would allow them to as-
similate into white society. Students attending Flandreau Indian
School were being instructed "(i) to use more efficiently the economic
resources of their home, village, or reservation in making a living and
to be better homemakers, neighbors and citizens; (2) to work for
wages in certain jobs on or off the reservation; (3) to enter apprentice-
ship in certain trades; and {4) to pursue further study in higher tech-
nical or trade schools."^^ The school also sponsored a rehabilitation

28. Kizer, "History of the Flandreau Indian School," pp. 40, 72-74.
29. "Indian School at Flandreau Gives Vocational Training to Children in Nine States,"

unidentified newspaper dipping, i Nov. ¡no year], school vault, FIS. See also various issues of
Flandreau Spirit and Sou» and Arrow after 1930,

Copyright © 2008 by the South Dakota State Historical Society. All Rights Reserved.



298 I South Dakota History VOL. 38. NO. 4

Figure 8. Boys' welding class, 1930s

program for local Indian families who were given eighty-acre tracts of
land under the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), enacted in 1934 to
improve economic conditions for Indians and allow for greater self-
governance. School staff assisted families with farming practices,
adult education programs, and employment at the school in a variety
of skilled and unskilled jobs.ï° The IRA also provided for Indian pref-
erence in filling positions within the Bureau of Indian Affairs, al-
though some form of Indian preference had existed as early as 1834
for a limited number of minor occupations.*'

Sixteen buildings and structures still on campus represent new
construction completed during the period from 1916 to 1941. They
comprise nine single (Nos. 6, 58, 61, 8,16, 42, 7, 5, 71) and one multi-

30. SoivflrtdArrou; (1935), pp. 77-75.

31. Cohen's Handbook of Federal Indian Law 2005 ed. (Newark. N.J.: LexisNexis, 2005). p.
1301. Until 1972, Indian preference was restricted to the initial hiring for a position. In that
year, it was expanded to cover ail vacancies in the BIA for "original appointment, reinstate-
ment, transfer, reassignment, or promotion" (Curtis E. Jackson and Marcia J. Galli. A History
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Its Aaivitics among Indians |San Francisco, Calif.: R & E Re-
search Associates, 1977), pp. 139-40).
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family quarters (No. 63) for employees, two garages (Nos. 57 and 67),
a barn (No. 29), multi-purpose shop (No. 36), utility plant (No. 11),
and sewage lagoon.

All of the employee quarters are of wood-framed construction. The
oldest (No. 6), built in 1917, is a one-story, wood-framed, side-gabled
cottage (Figure 9). It originally had a stucco exterior surface. The cot-
tage rests on a poured-concrete basement that has a running-bond
brick facing above grade. The building was remodeled in 1932 and
1938. It now resembles a pedimented bungalow, having a wide, low-
pitched gable above the building front, or a Craftsman-style structure
like those popular between 1905 and 1930. This single-family cottage
has been a home for almost ninety years. Quarters built in 1935 (No.
58) and 1928 (No. 61) resemble the Bungalow or Craftsman styles
(Figures 10 and 11). Building No. 58 originally housed a department
head. Unoccupied in 1999, it was used as a haunted house for Hal-
loween festivities.

One other employee living quarters was built during the 1920s.
Building No. 63 is a two-and-one-half-story wood-framed building

F igure 9 . Employee quarters (Bui ld ing No, 6) P H O T O G R A P H BY JAMES E. MYSTER
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Figure lo. Employee quarters (Building No. 58)
PHOTOGRAPH BY RICHARD E. BERG

Figure 11. Employee quarters {Building No. 6i)
PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MVSTER

constructed in 1927 (Figure 12). This modified, cross-gabled, front-
facing H-shaped building is difficult to categorize. Its appearance
seems to show no conscious attempt to mimic a particular style other
than a resemblance on one level to a folk house-style apartment. The
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Figure 12. Employee quarters (Building No. 63)
PHOTOGRAPH BV JAMES E. MYSTER

Structure may be a poorly executed mixture of a New England Tradi-
tion massed plan, given its general appearance, and Gothic Revival,
due to the presence of the paired gables developed as projecting wings
on the west side of the duplex.

The single-family houses constructed in the 1930s and into 1940
all appear to have a mixture of architectural styles. Quarters building
No. 8 was completed in 1931 (Figure 13) and combines a front-facing
U gable with an L or cross-gabled plan. It exhibits features from sev-
eral styles: Gothic Revival, English Bungalow, and Bayfront Double
House. In 1932, quarters building No. 16 was built. This front-gabled
building with front (east) and rear (west) gabled porches may be a mix
of Graftsman and National styles. Both cottages have been used as
homes for school employees since their construction. Quarters build-
ing No. 42 is a side-gabled and half-hipped story-and-a-half "practice"
cottage that may have been constructed in 1937, although the records
are not entirely clear (Figure 14). One house identified as the "practice
cottage" is mentioned in an issue of the Flandreau Spirit in 1932. It
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Figure 13, Employee quarters (Building No, 8}
PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MVSTER

Figure 14. Employee quarters (Building No. 42)
PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MYSTER
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was a home where girls spent several weeks learning to run a house-
hold.'^ This house looks like a mixture of Modern and National styles.
In recent years it served as a day-care center but is now being utilized
as a house for school staff.

Quarters building No. 7, a front-gabled cottage, was constructed in
1938 and appears to be a mixture of Craftsman and National styles.
Another front-gabled cottage is quarters building No. 5, constructed in
1940. It exhibits characteristics of a Colonial Revival Cape Cod-style
home. Both buildings continue to serve as employee housing.

The last house built on the campus is quarters building No. 71 (Fig-
ure 15). Students at the school constructed this cross-gabled, two-story
home in 1940 to house the superintendent. An example of Colonial
Revival architecture. Building No. 71 has remained the superinten-
dent's house since its construction. It now stands vacant but will be
occupied again once the lead paint is removed or sealed and some mi-
nor repairs are completed."

32. flandreau Spirit I (1932), no. 22, p. v. Boiv and Arroiv (1935). pp. 46-50.

33, Berg, "Historic Architecture Reconnaissance," p. 6.

Figure 15. Superintendent's house (Building No. 71}
PHOTOGRAPH BY )AMES E. MYSTER
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The two garages built during this period are of wood-frame con-
struction. Building No. 57 is rectangular with a hipped roof and was
completed in 1925. Originally designated firehouse building No. 28, it
had two stalls for a hose cart and ladder cart, as well as hose cabinets
to hold five hundred feet of fire hose. Other equipment stored in the
building included fire buckets, a gong, axe, pick, and ropes. At some
point, the firehouse was converted into a two-car garage. The other
garage (No. 6y) is a nearly square wood-framed building with a pyra-
midal roof that students built in 1927.

Students working under the direction of shop teacher G. W.
Spaulding helped to build the barn (No. 29) in 1929 (Figure 16). This
L-shaped, two-story building is actually two gambrel-roofed barns
joined at one comer by a connecting room. A smaller gambrel exten-
sion is attached to the east wall of the north-south portion of the bam.
A silo once stood north of the connecting room, but it was torn down
some time ago. Floor plans drawn in the late 1970s show the first
fioor partitioned into a classroom, masonry shop, five storage rooms.

Figure l 6 . Barn (Building No. 29) PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MYSTER
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Figure 17. Multi-purpose shop {Building No. 36)
PHOTOGRAPH BY JAMES E. MYSTEH

two toilets, and five unidentified spaces. The second floor {hay loft)
contained seven storage rooms. Students worked in this building a
number of times over the decades to remodel or install and upgrade
systems. Used for dairy cattle until the school's farm closed in the
1950s, the barn was converted into a vocational shop and is now used
for storage and vehicle parking.

A one-story, front-facing, U-shaped, multi-purpose shop (No. 36)
was completed in 1932 (Figure 17). Students helped to construct at
least part of this asymmetrical, hipped-roof building, pouring con-
crete for the basement fioor, as noted in one issue of the Flandreau
Spirit from the period. Floor plans from the late 1970s show a partial,
windowless basement with two storerooms, a large open area, toilet,
and shower. The first floor held two classrooms, a teachers' lounge,
garage, and drafting room. Boxing tournaments were held in the base-
ment, where students also learned to build walls and arches with brick
(Figure 18).
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Figure i8 . Boys' bricklaying class, 1930s

A new water treatment plant (No. 11) for the school was built in
1935 (Figure 19). Originally constructed as a rectangular hipped-roof
brick building, it was enlarged sometime after 1965, giving it its cur-
rent L-shape appearance. The Iate-i97os floor plans show a basement
containing settling basin, coagulation basin, pump room, pipe gallery,
and treated-water reservoir. The main Hoor is divided into a chlorine
room, storage room, and a larger room containing brine tanks, mix-
ers, an aerator, pumps, a trough, and filters and softeners. The utility
plant is no longer in use because the school receives its water from the
town of Flandreau.

During the 1930s, a sewage-treatment system was built south of the
school grounds near the Big Sioux River. At the time the lagoon system
was being installed, the school had a couple of other water-treatment
buildings believed to have been next to the river, immediately south of
the new lagoon system. These buildings were removed years ago. The
lagoon system has a poured-concrete head gate and two settling ponds
measuring fifty-eight by sixteen feet with a current depth of about four
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feet. Both lagoons are overgrown with grasses and likely have not been
used since the utility plant was shut down several years ago.

Throughout the existence of the Flandreau Indian School, the cur-
riculum was continually modified as federal education policy and re-
quirements for state certification changed. After the school celebrated
its fiftieth anniversary in 1943, a slightly broader array of academic
subjects was offered to students, including English, science (general
science, biology, chemistry, and physics), mathematics, social science
(world history, American history, and civics}, sociology, and music. To
the vocational training traditionally offered to boys were added draft-
ing and mechanical drawing, and stationary engineering (power plant
operation). Vocational training opportunities for girls continued to fo-
cus on homemaking, commercial sewing, home nursing, arts and
crafts, and library science.̂ ^

34. FIS student handbook, 1945-1946, pp. 15-23, copy on file at Administration Building,
FIS.

Figure 19. Water treatment plant (Building No, 11)
PHOTOGRAPH BV JAMES E. MYSTER
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During the 1950s, governmental leaders sought ways to economize
and reduce federal involvement in a variety of areas. In regard to In-
dian policy, a period of "termination" began during which federal In-
dian programs were curtailed and reservation Indians were encour-
aged to relocate to cities. At the same time, BIA schools reduced their
vocational training offerings in order to refocus on academics and
promote college education.'^ In 1955, the administration of President
Dwight D. Eisenhower directed federal agencies not to "start or carry
on any commercial activity to provide a service or product for its own
use if such product or service can be procured from private enterprise
through ordinary business channels." As a result of this policy, the
farm operation at Flandreau Indian School was closed. The agricul-
tural classes that had provided milk, meat, and vegetables for student
consumption were discontinued, as was the sale of surplus products
from the farm that had helped to purchase equipment and school sup-
plies. When these practices ended, the school's agricultural lands
were no longer needed. By the end of the 1950s, approximately 400
acres had been declared excess and sold.'^

Meanwhile, the BIA was considering closing the school entirely un-
less a major rebuilding program could be implemented to replace
structures that were more than fifty years old. Demolition and rebuild-
ing at Flandreau Indian School began in the early 1960s along with a
concerted effort to strengthen the faculty and academic programs.'?

Still in existence are five industrial buildings constructed during the
phase of periodic new construction from 1942 to 1962. They include
two oxyacetylene buildings (Nos. 35/43 and 108). a multi-purpose shop
(No. 80), a garage (No. 81), and a pump house (No. 82) near the Big
Sioux River. Buildings No. 80 and 81 are connected, and Building No.
108 is attached to the west side of the multi-purpose shop built in 1903
(No. 26}. All five buildings were constructed of concrete blocks.

The oxyacetylene industrial building No. 35/43 was constructed to

35. Sneve, Flandreau Indian School History, pp. 7-8; Szasz, Education and the American In-
dian, pp. 112-13.

36. H. Bogard, Superintendent, to Wesley G. Pippert, Bureau Manager, United Press As-
sociation, 29 Mar. 1956. FIS, copy on file at BIA, Midwest Regional OfRce.

37. Sioux Falls Argus Leader, 29 Mar. 1967; Moody County Enterprise. 29 Mar. 1967.
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make and store oxyacetylene for welding classes from 1943 to about
i960.'** This square building has ashlar-faced concrete-block walls, a
cement foundation, and a pyramidal roof Building No. 108, a small,
square room with a half-hipped roof, was added to building No. 26 in
1943. This room was also used to generate acetylene for the welding
shops.

Multi-purpose shop building No. 80 is actually a garage and has
apparently been used as one since it was built in 1948. This linear
structure with hip and gabled roof ends was renovated into an auto-
mobile body shop in 1979. Attached to this garage is a cross-gabled
linear building (No. 81), constructed in 1959.

Industrial building No. 82, built in 1955, is square with a shed roof.
It housed the pump used to bring water up from the Big Sioux River
for purification at utility plant building No. 11. Because the school now
gets its water from the town of Flandreau, this system is no longer in
operation.

The years 1963 to 2005 witnessed a period of major demolition and
reconstruction when many of the first- and second-generation build-
ings at Flandreau Indian School were torn down and replaced. Some
of the buildings that have not survived include the gymnasium, boys'
and girls' dormitories, hospital, canteen and tea room, employees'
club, several employee quarters, and a number of subsidiary buildings
and structures. Among the new construction projects undertaken on
campus during the same time were a cultural center/museum, gym-
nasium, auditorium, a home living/tea room/canteen, vocational arts
building, garages, schoolroom trailers, and dormitories.

By 1970, vocational training was once again emphasized in the
school's curriculum. Students taking building-trade classes in the late
1970s and early 1980s constructed six homes, including a number of
garages and sheds in Flandreau, along with doing shingling work.
They also built the cultural center and the Santee Sioux tribal office
building, both located on campus. These projects were done under
the self-supporting Termite Program, which paid students for the
work they did on campus and in

38, Interview with Don Wade, facilities manager, FIS, Flandreau, S.Dak,, 18 Oct, ¡99g.
39. Fiandreau Enterprise, 24 Mar. 1982.
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The early 1980s brought another round of federal budget cuts and
another attempt to close the school. Several Indian tribes, among
them the Blackfeet, Chippewa/Ojibwe, Menominee, Omaha, Rosebud
Sioux, Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux, and Standing Rock Sioux, as well as
the Institute of American Indian Arts, former Flandreau Indian
School students, and South Dakota's congressional delegation, ob-
jected to the proposed closure. Thanks, in part, to their efforts, the
school has survived into the current century. In the year 2000, the
Flandreau Indian School enrolled students from thirty states."»®

Today the stated mission of the school is to provide American In-
dian youth an "opportunity for a quality education" that will enable
them to become "participating members of their community." Al-
though school attendance is still compulsory, coercion to attend fed-
eral Indian schools is prohibited. Programs are designed to suit the
interests and needs of the area in which the school is located. Course-
work includes English and language arts (writing, literature, and
speech), math, social studies (United States history, American Indian
history. United States and tribal government, geography, and Junior
Reserve Officers' Training Corps), science, computer studies, fine
arts, and practical arts (vocational training). Students are "expected to
maintain high standards of personal conduct" and are encouraged to
take part in a variety of activities that include clubs, dances, movies,
contests, sports (basketball, baseball, fishing, golf, bicycling, roller-
blading, and hiking), and religious activities. At least sixty different
student organizations have been active over the life of the school, in-
cluding baseball, football, and basketball teams; band; Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts; dormitory councils; student bank; student council; and
agricultural, home economics, Indian, journalism, native arts, and
trade and industries clubs.''' All of them have offered students differ-
ent opportunities to interact, compete, experience, and learn.

40. Berg, "Architectural Inventory and National Register Evaluation," Table B4: "Are you
looking for a great place to graduate from high school?." undated brochure, FIS, author's
collection. The school accepts children from the BIA's Rocky Mountain, Great Plains, and
Midwest regions, as well as other BIA regions through tribal resolutions allowing students
to attend the school.

41. FIS student/parent handbook, 2004-2005, p. 2, copy on file at Administration Build-
ing, FIS; Berg, "Architectural Inventory and National Register Evaluation," Table B3.
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Over the past century, the face of the Flandreau Indian School cam-
pus has changed as new buildings replaced the older, worn-out struc-
tures and as the federal educational policies for American Indians di-
rected academic and vocational training down different paths. For
example, the school had a variety of farm buildings (barn, root cellars,
chicken coops, hog house, and silo) in use when vocational agricul-
ture formed an important part of the curriculum. When a policy shift
ended that era fifty years ago, all but the bam were eliminated. Other
buildings, such as employee quarters and garages, reflect changes in
technology and lifestyle. Single-family quarters for teachers and other
school employees were built between 1905 and 1959, and garages
were added after 1920 as automobiles became popular. All of the cot-
tages and garages experienced some level of modernization by 1930 or
1940. Half of the homes are still in use, but most school staff now live
in homes off-campus.

The students who attended Flandreau Indian School contributed
much to its facilities. Many of the older buildings were constructed
and maintained by the boys enrolled in vocational classes. Less obvi-
ous was the work done by the girls in creating fabric furnishings, wo-
ven, knitted, and sewn bed and bath items, and a variety of arts and
crafts for the building interiors. The residential buildings exhibit a
mixture of Graftsman Bungalow, National, Golonial Revival Gape God,
or New England tradition/Gothic Revival structures, suggesting that
the students and their teachers adapted building concepts and plans
themselves to suit the needs of the school. Many of the buildings that
still stand at Flandreau Indian School represent the achievements of
craftsmen—instructors who taught and students who learned to build
whatever might be needed.
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