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Dakota Image

Samuel Jerome Brown, who gained reknown for his actions as a scout fol-
lowing the United-States Dakota War of 1862, was born near Lake Traverse
on 7 March 1845. His mother was Susan Frenier Brown, a Sisseton Dakota
woman, and his father was Joseph Renshaw Brown, a soldier, businessman,
publisher, politician, and Indian agent.

On 19 August 1862, as the United States-Dakota War began, the seven-
teen-year-old Brown, his mother, and several of his siblings were among a
group captured by a party of warriors as they attempted to flee from the
Upper Sioux Agency in Minnesota. Susan Brown helped to save the cap-
tives' lives by invoking her connections with several prominent Dakota
leaders who desired peace. Following his family's release, Samuel Brown
served as an interpreter and participated in a ruse to disarm the Dakota
warriors under the guise of counting them for new annuity rolls.

Brown continued in government service during subsequent military
actions against the Dakotas, directing scouting operations across a large
swath of east-central Dakota Territoiy. On 19 April 1866, at the military
agency outside Fort Wadsworth, the twenty-one-year-old Brown received
a report of a war party moving toward the Minnesota frontier and began a
thirteen-hour odyssey that would earn him fame and cripple him for life.

After dispatching a warning to Fort Abercrombie, Brown made a night
ride of fifty-five miles to alert the Elm River outpost to the west, but there
he learned that the supposed war party was actually friendly. Realizing
that his false alarm could reignite hostilities. Brown immediately raced
back toward Fort Wadsworth but was caught in a blizzard and strayed off
course. In the morning, he arrived at the end of his I5o-mile round trip and
collapsed. Although he was able to correct his mistaken report, exposure
to the cold left him partially paralyzed and confined to a wheelchair.

Brown's disability did not keep him from an active life, however. He
served at the Crow Creek and Sisseton agencies as a teacher, government-
school superintendent, and lay missionary. He also worked to win recog-
nition and recompense for fi'ontier scouts, edited the Dakota-language
periodical Anpao (Daybreak), and raised a family of four children with his
wife, Phoebe. Samuel J. Brown died on 29 August 1925 in Browns Valley,
Minnesota, at the age of eighty.

—Rodger Hartley
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