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Stories in Stone

The Final Resting Places of Dakota War Participants on the

Sisseton-Wahpeton Indian Reservation

The United States-Dakota War of 1862, much written about and de-
bated, was highly divisive for the Dakota people. While the conditions
that brought about the conflict had festered for some time, the explo-
sion of hostilities late in the summer of 1862, by many accounts, came as
a shock to whites and Indians alike. Just a decade earlier, the Dakotas,
or eastern Sioux, had given up their traditional lands in exchange for
reserved lands along the Minnesota River that extended from central
Minnesota just above New Ulm to Lake Traverse in the northeastern
corner of what is now South Dakota. Cultural change came with reser-
vation life as some Dakotas chose to become farmers and adopt Chris-
tianity. Broken promises on the part of white traders and the United
States government fueled resentments that ignited on 17 August 1862
when a party of Dakota hunters killed several white settlers. Over the
next six weeks, conflict spread throughout the countryside, resulting
in the deaths of 650 whites and more than one hundred Dakotas.'

Once Colonel Henry H. Sibley and his military forces had quashed
what came to be known afterward as the "Great Sioux Uprising" later
that fall, debate ensued within the white community and power struc-
ture as to what should be done with the Dakotas who had been taken
into custody. Nearly four hundred individuals were tried by a military

Tbe author would like to acknowledge the assistance of Alan R. Woolworth, Louis
Garcia, and Keith Lekness in preparing this article. The spellings and meanings of the
Dakota names that appear throughout the article were provided by Louis Garcia.

1. Curtis A. Dahlin, Victims of the Dakota Uprising: Killed, Wounded, and Captured (Rose-
ville, Minn.: By the Author, 2012), pp. 10, 199; Gary Clayton Anderson and Alan R.
Woodworth, eds., Through Dakota Eyes: Narrative Accounts of the Minnesota Indian War
of 1862 (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1988), pp. 1, 8-9,12-13,19-20.
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tribunal, and, ultimately, thirty-eight were hanged in a mass execution
in Mankato on 26 December 1862. Among the remainder were many,
both full-bloods and mixed-bloods, who had remained ftiendly to the
whites during the conflict, some even risking their lives to save the
lives of whites. In fact, most of the six thousand Dakotas who lived
on the reservation had not participated in the war. Nevertheless, they
were left homeless, as the last of their lands in Minnesota were taken
away from them.^

Early in 1863, while large numbers of Dakotas were confined at the
internment camp at Fort Snelling, thirty-eight chiefs and head men, in-
cluding Wabasha, John Otherday, and Paul Mazakutemani, petitioned
Congress in regard to their situation. They affirmed their friendship
with the whites and stated that the Sisseton and Wahpeton bands of
Dakotas who had lived near the Upper Sioux Agency in Minnesota
wanted to live on the Coteau des Prairies, or prairie coteau, a lake-
dotted plateau rising fifteen miles west of Big Stone Lake in Dakota
Territory. The Mdewakanton and Wahpekute bands who had lived
near the Lower Sioux Agency wanted to return to their farms in Min-
nesota and live as white men. The latter was not about to happen, as
the whites, enraged over the Indian depredations, wanted the Dako-
tas either exterminated or driven out of the state.^ No resolution as
to what to do with the Dakotas whom Colonel Sibley had taken into
custody but who had not been convicted by his military tribunal was
readily at hand. In May of 1863, they were sent to the newly established
Crow Creek Indian Reservation on the east bank of the Missouri River
in what is now central South Dakota.*

In 1867, a treaty finally created the 918,779-acre Sisseton-Wahpeton
Indian Reservation, also known as the Lake Traverse Indian Reserva-
tion, in what was to become northeastern South Dakota. This reser-

2. Ibid., pp. 1,15-16.
3. Mankato Record, 7 Feb. 1863. Governor Alexander Ramsey had addressed the state

legislature at the height of the crisis, stating, "The Sioux Indians of Minnesota must be
exterminated or driven forever beyond the borders of the state" (Saint Paul Daily Press,

10 Sept. 1862). Ramsey's statement likely reflected the views of a majority of the whites
in the state, who were shocked by the brutal killings.

4. Saint Paul Daily Press, 5 May 1863. í
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vation was established specifically for the twelve hundred to fifteen
hundred Sissetons and Wahpetons who had remained friendly to the
whites during the Dakota War.* In 1870, the reservation agency was
moved from Lake Traverse to a location just below the prairie cote-
au, which bisects the reservation firom northwest to southeast. Lat-
er known as the Old Sisseton Agency, it was located in Section 4 of
Agency Township in Roberts County, just over seven miles south of
the present-day town of Sisseton. The treaty also granted each Dakota
head of household a 160-acre parcel of land on which to live and farm.
Many of the Dakotas made their homes in the wooded hills and valley
just below the coteau, where they were sheltered from the winter wind
and where springs provided water and timber was readily available for
building materials and fuel. After establishing their homes, the Dako-
tas built at least nine churches, plus several others just outside of this
immediate area. By 1891, the process of allotting lands was complete,
and the remainder of the reservation was opened to non-Indian set-
tlers on 15 April 1892.*

My own Scandinavian ancestors were among those who came to
live on the former Indian lands, and I grew up in the middle of the
Sisseton-Wahpeton reservation, where I was surrounded by its history.
During my high-school years in Sisseton in the late 1950s, I would visit
the area's historic sites, including some of the Indian cemeteries men-
tioned here. I found them fascinating but at the time did not know the
stories of the people buried there. Retirement in 2002 freed up time for
me to pursue my interest in history, and my focus for the past ten years
has been researching, writing, and speaking on various aspects of the

5. Charles J. Kappler, comp. and ed., Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties, 2 vols. (Wash-
ington, D.C; Government Printing Office, 1904), 2:956; Harold H. Schüler, Fort Sisseton
(Sioux Falls, S.Dak; Center for Western Studies, Augustana College, 1996), p. 39; H. S.
Morris, Historical Stories, Legends, and Traditions: Roberts County and Northeastern South
Dakota (Sisseton, S.Dak.: Sisseton Courier, 1939), p. 117. Morris was a grandson of Ste-
phen R. and Mary L. Riggs, early missionaries to the Dakota Indians (p. 74). The treaty,
which was ratified on 15 April 1867, used the terms "Sissiton" and "Warpeton." The mod-
ern revised spellings for these tribal names are "Sisitun" and "Wahpetun."

6. Kappler, Indian Affairs, 2;956,958; Morris, Historical Stories, Legends, and Traditions,
pp. 93,117.
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United States-Dakota War of 1862, on which I have produced a number
of publications. I have discovered that the people whose gravestones
are pictured here—whether full-blood or mixed-blood Dakotas—acted
with heroism in the chaos of the war, each individual deciding to aid
his or her fellow human beings when confronted with the choice. They
deserve to be remembered and honored for their actions, particularly
now as the 150th anniversary ofthe Dakota War is observed.

The stories of some ofthe individuals who experienced the Dakota
War and went on to live and die on the Sisseton-Wahpeton Indian
Reservation are related here beginning with the southernmost burial
at Ascension Church and ending with the northernmost at Heipa, or
Mountain Head, some thirty-four miles away. Some ofthe nine Dakota
cemeteries covered in this article^ are well kept, while others are not.
Maintaining cemeteries over the years poses a challenge, particularly
when a cemetery is no longer active, with ongoing burials or an endow-
ment fund for upkeep.

Members ofthe Sisseton-Wahpeton Sioux Tribe are currently taking
actions to preserve and protect some of these cemeteries. The upper, or
older, cemetery associated with Ascension Church, for example, had be-
come overgrown with trees and brush. Today, work is ongoing to clear
brush, record gravestone locations and inscriptions, and re-erect those
markers that have fallen over. In addition to the individuals whose sto-
ries are told here, there are many others buried in these small, scattered
cemeteries who lived through the Dakota War and its aftermath. They
are among the first generation of Dakotas for whom gravestones exist,
and a number of their stones carry inscriptions in Dakota. Preserving
their resting places keeps their memories alive for the fijture, adding a
vital chapter to the vibrant history ofthe Dakota people.

7. One other Dakota cemetery located on the Coteau des Prairie, named Mayasan, is
not included in this article. There are also several Dakota cemeteries near Lake Traverse
and another at Enemy Swim Lake that are not represented here.

facing page

This map shows the locations of nine cemeteries in northeastern South Dakota where
Sisseton-Wahpeton and mixed-blood participants in the Dakota War are buried. In
2008, the author led a tour of the area along the route indicated by the arrows.
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Ascension Church stands as a backdrop to the historical marker commemorating John

Otherday. His burial place is not known.

John Otherday, or Anpetutokeca,^ was a full-blood Wahpeton and
a significant leader of the Dakotas. A formidable warrior as a young
man, he adopted some white ways and became a farmer near the Up-
per Sioux Agency at Yellow Medicine. In 1857, Otherday took part in a
successful mission to rescue Abbie Gardner, a teenager who had been
taken captive when the renegade Inkpaduta and his band of Wahpe-
kutes attacked the white settlement at Spirit Lake, Iowa.'

Late on 18 August 1862, after word arrived that some Dakotas had
killed whites at the Lower Sioux Agency at Redwood, Otherday and
several other Dakotas and mixed-bloods gathered together the agen-
cy's government employees and their dependents, moving them to the
warehouse and other brick buildings for protection. Deciding that it
was too dangerous for them to remain, Otherday led the party of sixty-
two whites and mixed-bloods across the Minnesota River the next day
and headed northeast, away from the hostilities. They traveled all day

8. Anpetu means "day" and tokeca means "another" or "different."
9. "John Otherday's Interview," in Through Dakota Eyes, pp. 119-20.
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and all night, arriving at Hutchinson, and safety, on 20 August. The
party then split up, with a few going to Shakopee and the rest going
on to Saint Paul, where Otherday was hailed as a hero. Among those in
the group were Otherday's white wife, their adopted full-blood Dako-
ta daughter, and Mrs. Thomas Galbraith and her children. Galbraith's
husband, the Indian agent, was absent at the time.'"

Otherday served as a scout for Colonel Henry H. Sibley, who arrived
with sixteen hundred troops in mid-September, and participated in
the Battle of Wood Lake on 23 September, the last large-scale encoun-
ter of the war. To recognize his role in saving the lives of the sixty-two
whites and mixed-bloods, the United States government awarded Ot-
herday twenty-five hundred dollars on 9 February 1865.''

John Otherday died at Fort Wadsworth, now Fort Sisseton, in Da-
kota Territory on 30 October 1869. He was initially buried on what
became the Strum farm in Roberts County, South Dakota,'^ but was
reburied in Ascension (Iyaktapi) Presbyterian Cemetery. The Ascen-
sion church and cemetery are located in Section 4 of Spring Grove
Township, Roberts County, in what is known as Big Coulee. Otherday
lived just below the church. His grave is unmarked and its specific lo-
cation is unknown, but a historical marker was erected in his honor in
1962. The marker inscription reads: "John Otherday, 1801-1869, Born
at Swan Lake, Minnesota, and converted to Christianity by Protestant

10. Ibid., pp. 120-22; Saint Paul Daily Press, 28 Aug. 1862; Isaac V. D. Heard, History of
the Sioux War and Massacres of 1862 and 1863 (New York: Harper & Bros., 1863), pp. 75-
77; Charles S. Biyant, A History of the Great Massacre by the Sioux Indians, in Minnesota,
Including the Personal Narratives of Many Who Escaped (Cincinnati, Ohio: Rickey & Car-
roll, 1864), pp. 116-17,120-23; Arthur P. Rose, An Illustrated History of Yellow Medicine
County, Minnesota (Marshall, Minn.: Northern History Publishing Company, 1914), p.
57ni2; Curtis A. Dahlin, The Dakota Uprising: A Pictorial History (Edina, Minn.: Beaver's
Pond Press, 2009), p. 194.

11. Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 174; R. I. Holcombe, Sketches Historical and Descriptive
of the Monuments and Tablets Erected by the Minnesota Valley Historical Society in Renville
and Redwood Counties, Minnesota (Morton, Minn.: Minnesota Valley Historical Society,
1902), p. 75.

12. Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 194. Doane Robinson, in an article entitled "John and
Paul: Two Worthy, but Neglected Citizens" in Monthly South Dakotan 3 (Oct. 1900):
204-5, writes that he searched the area for Otherday's grave and found it about twelve
miles northwest of Wilmot.
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Missionaries. In 1857, he led in rescue of Abbie Gardner, firom Hostile
Indians at James River (near Redfield) and in 1862 rendered heroic ser-
vice protecting the whites during Minnesota uprising. Buried on Big
Coulee Creek, 12 miles N of Wilmot, with body brought here in 1926."''

Gabriel Renville, who was of French and Dakota descent, also op-
posed those whose actions had brought about the Dakota War. At the
time of the conflict, he lived on the north side of the Minnesota River,
a few miles above the Upper Sioux Agency. When word of the killing of
whites at the Lower Sioux Agency first reached the vicinity of Yellow
Medicine, many doubted that the reports were true. Bad news contin-
ued to arrive, however, and on the evening of 19 August, Renville and
twelve other Dakotas and mixed-bloods went to the Upper Agency in
order to help protect the whites who lived and worked there. As Oth-
erday had done the previous night, they stationed themselves in the
substantial brick buildings, with Renville staying in the schoolhouse.'*

In the ensuing days, the Mdewakantons, the main warrior contin-
gent under the leadership of Little Crow, conductied unsuccessfiil at-
tacks on New Ulm and Fort Ridgely. With dozens of white and mixed-
blood captives, they retreated up the Minnesota River in an effort to
remain beyond the reach of Colonel Sibley's forces. At Yellow Medicine,
heated meetings took place between the Mdewakantons and the peace
party, a coalition composed principally of Sissetons and Wahpetons
who sought a negotiated end to the conflict. Renville, a member of the
peace party, organized a soldier's lodge to look out for its interests.'^

In November 1862, following the Battle of Wood Lake and the sub-
sequent military tribunal held to determine who should be punished
for war crimes, all of the Dakotas were interned at Fort Snelling. While
there, Renville proposed to Sibley, who had been promoted to general,

13. There are two Ascension Church cemeteries. The one where Otherday is buried
is located next to the present-day church, while the other is located at the church's
original site, to the northwest across the road and the ravine. It is in an isolated area
and difficult to reach. Morris, Historical Stories, Legends, and Traditions, p. 101, states that
Otherday was reburied at Ascension about two years prior to the book's publication,
which would have been about 1937, in contrast to the date on the marker.

14. "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," in Through Dakota Eyes, pp. 100,104.
15. Ibid., pp. 186-91.
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The location of Gabriel Renville's grave on the edge of the prairie coteau offers a view
ofthe valley below.

that a number of mixed-bloods be selected to serve as military scouts.
Approval was eventually granted, and in February of 1863, Renville and
several others set out for Fort Ridgely. From March to June ofthat year,
these scouts scoured the country between the Lower and Upper agen-
cies, seeking to clear the area of any remaining war parties. The ranks
ofthe scouts were soon expanded to include fiill-blood Dakotas, some
of whom accompanied Sibley on his expedition during the summer
of 1863 to capture the fugitive Dakotas who had fled Minnesota into
Dakota Territory.'*

After the war, the United States Army established Dakota scout
camps at fifteen or sixteen locations in eastern Dakota Territory, and
Renville served as superintendent of scouts at the main camp, named
Cottonwood Grove. It was located on the James River, about five miles
east of present-day Aberdeen, South Dakota. On 9 August 1864, Ren-
ville was appointed chief of scouts, replacing Joseph R. Brown, who
had been promoted to special military agent at Fort Wadsworth. These

16. Ibid., pp. 273-75; "Victor Renville's Account," in Through Dakota Eyes, pp. 275-76.
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scout camps formed the outer line of defense to prevent any Dakotas
remaining in the territory from returning to Minnesota. They were dis-
banded in 1867 as the threat ended.''

Renville, who never spoke English, retained his role as a leader on
the Sisseton-Wahpeton reservation and is considered the last chief of
the Sissetons. He died 26 August 1892 at the home of Joseph Brown's
son, Samuel J. Brown, in Browns Valley, located just across the Minne-
sota border.'^ The Sisseton-Wahpeton reservation had opened to white
settlers that spring, making 1892 an especially significant year in the
lives of the Dakota people.

Renville is buried in the Renville family cemetery, located about 1.7
miles southwest of the Old Sisseton Agency in Section 17 of Agency
Township in Roberts County. Situated on the crest of the coteau over-
looking the valley to the east, it is difficult to reach. The inscription
on the gravestone reads "Chief Gabriel Renville, Died August 26,1892,
Aged 78 Yrs."

Susan Frenier Brown, Hinyan Jinca Duta Win, or Red Woman
that Stands Up,'' was the wife of Joseph R. Brown and was instrumen-
tal in saving a number of lives during the Dakota War.

On 19 August 1862, as she, her family, and some neighbors fled their
homes on the north side of the Minnesota River below the Upper
Agency, they were overtaken by a party of warriors, including the no-
torious Cut Nose. The Dakotas threatened to kill everyone, white and
mixed-blood, but Brown rose to the occasion. In a loud voice, she told
the would-be captors that she was related to a number of significant
Dakota chiefs, including Waanatan, Scarlet Plume or Wamdiupiduta,
Sweetcorn, and Akipa, who was her stepfather. She was also a friend of
the powerful Chief Standing Buffalo. Brown reminded her assailants
that these leaders would seek revenge if any of those in her party were
killed. She prevailed. Most of the white men were set free, and the oth-

17. "Victor Renville's Account," p. 277nii; Schüler, Fort Sisseton, pp. 19,30-31,38; Mor-
ris, Historical Stories, Legends, and Traditions, p. 129.

18. "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," p. 100.
19. This name is from Joseph R. Marrin (via Alan Woolworth) of Waubay, South Da-

kota, who is a descendant of Joseph R. Brown and Susan Erenier Brown.
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ers, including Brown and her family, were taken captive. The prisoners
were kept for a time at the home of Little Crow, one of the leaders of the
warring faction, and later at the home of John Moores, a mixed-blood.
Brown and her family were ultimately freed at Camp Release on 26 Sep-
tember, following the Dakotas' defeat at the Battle of Wood Lake.̂ °

Susan Brown is buried in Saint Mary's Episcopal Cemetery, which
is located next to the site of the Old Sisseton Agency in Section 4 of
Agency Township, Roberts County. The inscription on her gravestone
reads "Susan Fernier [sic], Widow of the Late Joseph R. Brown, Born
Christamus [sic] Day, 1819, Buried Christamus [sic] Day, 1904, Ae. 85."

20. Heard, History of tbe Sioux War, pp. 202-8; "Samuel J. Brown's Recollections," in
Through Dakota Eyes, pp. 70-79,130-35; Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, pp. 204-7. The warring
Dakotas avoided taking adult white men captive, as they might be difficult to control.
Of the 270 prisoners freed at the end of the conflict, only four were adult males. They
were George Spencer, Peter Rousseau, Louis La Belle, and Peter Rouillard. Spencer
had been severely wounded when the Dakota attacked the Lower Sioux Agency on
18 August, and His Thunder, a Dakota friend, then saved his life. La Belle was a mixed-
blood, and the other two were French Canadians and not viewed as being a threat to
the Dakotas. "Paul Mazakutemani's Statement," in Through Dakota Eyes, p. 197; "Samuel
J. Brown's Recollections," p. 225; Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 209.

Lilac bushes surround the grave marker for Susan Frenier Brown in Saint Mary's Episco-

pal Cemetery near the Old Sisseton Agency.
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This gravestone for Solomon Two Stars is a fairly recent addition to the Saint Mary's
Episcopal Cemetery.

Solomon Two Stars, or Wicanrpinonpa, was the son of the Wah-
peton leader Cloud Man. He lived near the Upper Sioux Agency when
war broke out and was one of the thirteen Dakotas, including Gabriel
Renville, who went to the aid of the whites at the Upper Agency. After
spending the night in the schoolhouse. Two Stars, Renville, and sev-
eral others turned their attention to urging Thomas S. and Margaret
Williamson and Thomas's sister, Jane Williamson, to escape. Long-time
missionaries to the Dakotas, they had remained behind when the other
missionaries left, believing they would not be harmed. Two Stars and
the others managed to convince them otherwise, however, and they
left the area.^'

As the war progressed, opposition to it on the part of some Dakotas
and mixed-bloods increased, especially as the numbers of white wom-
en and children killed and taken captive grew. When the Mdewakan-
tons who were retreating up the Minnesota River in advance of Col-
onel Sibley's forces neared the Upper Agency, Two Stars was among

21. "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," pp. 100-4; "Solomon Two Stars's Testimony," in
Through Dakota Eyes, p. 241; "Victor Renville's Account," p. 107.
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those who prepared to defend the "firiendly" camp if necessary. No at-
tack came, however. By early September, the Mdewakantons were en-
camped near the peace faction at Upper Agency. The two groups held
contentious councils, and the peace party began to press for the release
of the white and mixed-blood captives. On 22 September, Two Stars
was among several peace party members who argued against Little
Crow's plan for a nighttime attack on Sibley's troops. They convinced
Little Crow that he should wait until dawn, a tactic that lessened the
element of surprise and led to the defeat of the Dakota warriors at the
Battle of Wood Lake the next day.̂ ^

In February 1863, Two Stars joined the small group of Dakotas and
mixed-bloods headed by Gabriel Renville who won approval to leave
the internment camp and work as scouts for General Sibley.̂ ^ After the
war. Two Stars served as chief scout at the Hawk's Nest, also known as
Buzzard's Roost Camp, near present-day Bristol, South Dakota.^* On
14 May 1865, he and his party of twelve scouts, assisted by scouts from
the Drifting Guts Camp, engaged a party of sixteen Dakotas about two
miles northwest of present-day Webster. Among the group was Two
Stars's nephew, who ran to his uncle and begged for mercy. Because the
scouts were under orders to take no prisoners. Two Stars commanded
one of his scouts to shoot the nephew. Two Stars recalled the incident
as "the awfullest moment of my life." Fourteen other Dakotas died.̂ ^

Two Stars received one hundred dollars from the United States gov-
ernment for services rendered during the war.̂ * He settled on the Sis-
seton-Wahpeton Indian Reservation in 1867 and took an allotment of

22. "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," pp. 188-92; "Solomon Two Stars's Testimony," pp.
241-44.

23. "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," pp. Tj'^-'j/s,.

24. Doane Robinson, "The Fight at Webster," Monthly South Dakotan 3 (Feb. 1901);
326. Schüler, Fort Sisseton, p. 28, states that Hawk's Nest was located between present-
day Bristol and Andover.

25. Samuel J. Brown Pocket Diary, 16,23, 24 May 1865, Joseph R. and Samuel J. Brown
and Family Papers, 1826-1956, Microfilm M595, roll 26, frame 596, Minnesota Historical
Society, Saint Paul. Brown was not present at the fight but was at his post at Fort Wad-
sworth. A messenger brought Brown word of the encounter on 16 May 1865. "Solomon
Two Stars's Testimony," pp. 241-42; Schüler, Fort Sisseton, p. 29.

26. Holcombe, Sketches Historical and Descriptive, p. 75.
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land in 1875. Like Gabriel Renville, Two Stars never spoke English. He
died in June of 1914̂ ^ and is buried in Saint Mary's Episcopal Cemetery
next to the Old Sisseton Agency. His wife, Susan, is buried beside him.

Simon Anawangmani, or He Who Goes Galloping Along, a Wah-
peton, worked with Robert Hopkins Chaska to help Thomas Wil-
liamson and his family escape to safety at the outbreak of the war by
bringing his own wagon and yoke of oxen to the Williamsons' home.
Anawangmani had been a student at Williamson's Lac qui Parle mis-
sion school and had the distincrion of being the first fiall-blood Dakota
to convert to Christianity in 1840 or 1841. In September 1862, while in
the Dakota camp at the Upper Agency, Anawangmani again helped to
save the lives of several white captives when he and his son Thomas
took a Mrs. Newman and her four children in his one-horse buggy.
They carefully avoided the Dakota war pardes and reached Fort Ridge-
ly on about 11 September.^^

Anawangmani actively participated in the 23 September battle at
Wood Lake, trying to convince the warring Dakotas to surrender. In
making this effort, he placed himself in great personal danger, going
from Sibley's line to the hostiles' side. Carrying a white flag or blanket,
he exhorted those Dakotas who did not want to fight to cross over a
line he had drawn in the ground. He was wounded in the foot dur-
ing the battle, and his son, also named Simon, was mortally wounded
there, dying several days later.^'

Along with his band, numbering 295 persons, Anawangmani was
held at the internment camp at Fort Snelling during the winter of

27. The biographical information preceding Two Stars's testimony in Through Dakota

Eyes (p. 242) cites his date of death as 6 June 1914, while his gravestone lists 9 June 1914.
28. Moses N. Adams, "The Sioux Outbreak in the Year 1862, with Notes of Missionary

Work among the Sioux," in Collections ofthe Minnesota Historical Society 9 (1901): 447;
Bryant, History ofthe Great Massacre, p. 124; Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 201; "John Other-
day's Interview," p. 123; "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," p. 191; Stephen R. Riggs, Mary and

I: Eorty Years with the Sioux (1880; reprint ed., Minneapolis, Minn.: Ross & Haines, Inc.,
1969), pp. 166-67; Minnesota in the Civil and Indian Wars, 1861-186j, 2 vols. (St. Paul,
Minn.: Pioneer Press Co., 1899), 2:227-28.

29. Riggs, Mary and I, p. 168; "Solomon Two Stars's Testimony," p. 244; Rose, An Illus-

trated History of Yellow Medicine County, p. 270; Heard, History ofthe Sioux War, pp. 177,
187.
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The stone marking the
grave of Simon Ana-
wangmani, who died in
1891, is now weathered
and difficult to read.

1862-1863. In 1863, he served as a scout with General Sibley's expedi-
tion in pursuit of the Dakotas who had fled into Dakota Territory. The
United States government later awarded him five hundred dollars for
his service during the Dakota War.̂ °

Anawangmani became an elder of the Goodwill Church when it was
first formed at Drywood Lake in present-day Roberts County on 31 Au-
gust 1868. He was licensed to preach in 1868-1870, and he was an elder

30. U.S., Department of the Interior, Office of Indian Affairs, Report of the Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs for the Yeari86^ (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office,
1864), pp. 315-16; "John Otherday's Interview," p. I28n29; "Gabriel Renville's Memoir,"
pp. 274-75; Holcombe, Sketches Historical and Descriptive, p. 75; Dahlin, Dakota Uprising,

p. 201.
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in the Scouts Church, which served those Dakota and mixed-blood
scouts who guarded the frontier from 1863 to 1868.̂ '

Simon Anawangmani is buried in the Goodwill (Tawacinwaste)
Presbyterian Cemetery, located in Section 32 of Goodwill Township,
Roberts County, about six miles south of Sisseton. The inscription on
his gravestone, which is difficult to read, states, "Chief Simon Ana-
wangmani, Died June 28,1891, Aged 78 Yrs."

Paul Mazakutemani, or He Who Shoots as He Walks,̂ ^ was the
son of a Mdewakanton father and a Wahpeton mother. Also called Lit-
tle Paul Mazakutemani, he was well known for his bravery and for his
oratory, an important quality for a Dakota leader. In 1857, he and John
Otherday rescued the captive Abbie Gardner who had been taken pris-
oner by Inkpaduta and his band at Spirit Lake, Iowa.̂ ^

At tbe time of the Dakota War, Mazakutemani was living near the
Upper Agency. Having taken up Christianity, he was head deacon in
the Reverend Stephen R. Riggs's church at Hazelwood Mission. Maza-
kutemani spoke forcefully in opposition to the war and the killing of
whites, particularly women and children, and strongly advocated for
releasing the prisoners. A man of unshakable convictions, he was unde-
terred by his opponents' threats of death.^*

During the course of the war, a series of letters was exchanged be-
tween Colonel Sibley and both the war and peace factions of the Dako-
tas. Mazakutemani wrote his first letter to Sibley on 15 September 1862,
while encamped with the peaceflil Dakotas at Red Iron's village above
the Upper Agency. In the message sent by secret courier, he discussed
his efforts to free the captives and expressed his fear that they might be
killed. Sibley had previously communicated to the peace faction that
when he came with his soldiers, the friendly Dakotas should raise a

31. Moses N. Adams, John P. Williamson, and John B. Renville, The History of the Dako-

ta Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America (Goodwill, S.Dak.:
N.p., i892),pp. vi, xvi.

32. Maza means "gun," kute means "shoot," and maní means "to walk"; thus the name
translates to Walking Shooting a Gun.

33. Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 41.
34. Bryant, History of tbe Great Massacre, p. 124; "Narrative of Paul Mazakootemane,"

trans. Stephen R. Riggs, Collections of the Minnesota Historical Society 3 (1880): 82-90.
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white flag so that he could identify them, and Mazakutemani indicated
that they would do so. He, along with Taopi and Wake-wan-wa, sent
a letter to Sibley on 24 September, just after the Battle of Wood Lake,
stating that they had secured a number of the captives but that the
situation remained dangerous, so they urged Sibley to come quickly.'^

In the mid-i86os, Mazakutemani helped to guard the frontier as a
Dakota scout. He was chief scout at the Twin Lakes Camp, situated
a few miles southwest of present-day Hanldnson, North Dakota. He
received five hundred dollars from the federal government for services
rendered during the Dakota War. Mazakutemani was elected an elder
of the Long Hollow Church when it was formed on 21 August 1868,
and, like Simon Anawangmani, was an elder in the Scouts Church.^*

Mazakutemani is buried in the Long Hollow (Kaksizahanska) Pres-
byterian Cemetery, which is located in Section 21 of Long Hollow
Township, Roberts County, about five and one-half miles northwest of
Sisseton. In place of a gravestone, there is a historical marker that reads:

35. Heard, History of the Sioux War, pp. 145-46,152-54,156-58,163-66,187.
36. Schüler, Fort Sisseton, p. 31; Holcombe, Sketches Historical and Descriptive, p. 75;

Adams, Williamson, and Renville, History of the Dakota Presbytery, pp. ix, xvi.

Long Hollow Presbyterian Ceiaelei y is the burial site for Paul Mazakutemani, whose

resting place is indicated by this historical marker.
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"Little Paul Mazakutemani, 1806-1887, Noted Indian orator born at
Lac Qui Parle. After conversion to Christianity, he was President of the
Hazelwood Republic, a band of Christianized Dakotas organized by
Stephen Riggs at his Hazelwood Mission, a few miles northwest of the
Upper Sioux Agency. He participated in rescue of Abbie Gardner in
1857 from hostiles on James River (near Redfield). During War of Out-
break in 1862, he with other firiendlies saved lives of many white people
at exposed points on Minnesota frontier." The marker was erected in
1962 and incorrectly states that Mazakutemani died in 1887. He died on
6 January 1885.̂ ^

Wamdiupiduta,''^ also known as Scarlet Eagle Tail, Scarlet Plume,
or Red Feather, was a prominent Sisseton leader. He and his fellow Up-
per Sioux chiefs, including Waanatan, Standing Buffalo, and Sounding
Iron, or Mazas'a (often mistranslated as Red Iron), opposed the Da-
kotas engaged in the uprising. Susan Frenier Brown had invoked his
name in her encounter with Cut Nose, and Wamdiupiduta visited her
while she was being held captive.'''

With war's end, a number of the Upper Sioux bands, including that
of Wamdiupiduta, went west into Dakota Territory in order to remain
beyond the reach of Sibley's military forces, whom they did not trust
to distinguish between the peaceful and warring elements. Finally, on
30 October 1864, Wamdiupiduta surrendered his band at Fort Wad-
sworth, now Fort Sisseton. The following March, he was placed in
charge of a scout camp, appropriately named Surrender Camp, locat-
ed about five miles northeast of the fort. Many Dakotas surrendered
there, with one thousand arriving in April and May of 1865.*°

Wamdiupiduta is buried in the west cemetery at the Buffalo Lake
(Canowanasapi) Presbyterian Church. It is located in Section 8 of
Buffalo Township, Marshall County, South Dakota, between five and

37. "Paul Mazakutemani's Statement," in Through Dakota Eyes, p. 195; John P. WUliam-
son, "An Indian Hero Gone," Northwestern Presbyterian, 7 Feb. 1885, p. 1.

38. Wamdi means "golden eagle," upi means "bird tail," and duta means "scarlet."
39. Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 44.
40. Norma Johnson, Chilson's History of Fort Sisseton ([Webster, S.Dak.]; ESCO Pub-

lishing, 1996), p. 18; Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, p. 44.
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The tombstone for Wamdiu-
piduta lies in the grass of the
west cemetery at the Buffalo
Lake Presbyterian Church.

six miles east ofthe town of Eden. The inscripdon on his gravestone
reads "Chief Israel Wamdipiduta [sic], Died Feb. 4,1893, Aged 89 Yrs.
Although he sleeps, his memory doth live and cheering comfort to
mourners give. He followed virtue as his truest guide. Lived as a Chris-
dan. As a Chrisdan died."

Joseph La Framboise, Jr., was a prominent mixed-blood, the
son of an early trader in the region and a Dakota woman named Oasi-
xheaoui. He was living near the Upper Sioux Agency at the start of
the Dakota War. Late on 18 August 1862, once it was certain that the
whites at Yellow Medicine were in danger. La Framboise alerted the
traders there to flee. That night, he overheard several Mdewakantons
from the Lower Agency trying to enlist others to join in their depre-



3 4 6 I S O U T H D A K O T A H I S T O R Y | V O L . 4 2 , N O . 4

The gravestone for Joseph La

Framboise, Jr., dominates this

view of the landscape of Saint

Matthew's Catholic Cemetery. His

inset photograph is unusual for

the place and time.
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dations, which included attacks on mixed-bloods. Hearing the Upper
Agency Dakotas declare their support for their mixed-blood friends
and relatives allayed La Framboise's immediate concerns as to where
their loyalties lay.*'

La Framboise was a member of the soldier's lodge formed in late Au-
gust to look out for the interests of the peace faction. He was selected
as a leader, along with Gabriel Renville and two other Dakotas, while
Paul Mazakutemani served as spokesman. They prepared to defend
themselves in case of attack, as Little Crow was trying to coerce those
who opposed the war into joining him.*^

Dakota warriors captured La Framboise's sister Julia at Lac Qui
Parle, where she worked at the school operated by Amos and Sophia
Huggins. Concerned for her safety. La Framboise searched and found
her on 22 August at the trading post of John Longie,*^ on the north side
of the Minnesota River near the Lac Qui Parle Mission. He was not
able to rescue her but was assured that she was in the hands of friendly
Dakotas who would look after her.**

On 26 September, following the defeat of Little Crow and his war-
riors at the Battle of Wood Lake, La Framboise, Gabriel Renville, and a
number of other mixed-bloods rescued two white captives: a boy and
a distraught girl of sixteen or seventeen. The young people were about
to be carried away when La Framboise snatched the girl. The Dakota
warriors threatened to kill her but backed down when La Framboise
stated that his men would fight for her. He and his group kept the pair
safe until their release by Sibley's troops.*^

La Framboise and his family spent most of the winter of 1862-̂ 1863 in
the internment camp at Fort Snelling. Once Gabriel Renville received
approval for the formation of the Dakota scouts in February, La Fram-
boise was among those trusted individuals selected to scout for Sibley

41. "Joseph La Framboise, Jr.'s, Testimony," in Through Dakota Eyes, pp. 108-12.
42. "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," p. 187; "Joseph La Framboise, Jr.'s, Testimony," pp.

198-99.
43. The original spelling of this French name was "L'ange," meaning "angel."
44. Saint Paul Daily Press, 3 Feb. 1863.
45. "Samuel J. Brown's Recollections," pp. 223-24; "Nancy McClure Faribault Hug-

gan's Account," in Through Dakota Eyes, p. 247.
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on the upper Minnesota River. La Framboise was also among the group
that accompanied the general's expedition into Dakota Territory in

8 6 "
The inscription on La Framboise's gravestone reads "Joseph La-

Fromboise [sic], Died Aug. 19,1910, Aged 78 Yrs." He is buried in Saint
Matthew's CathoUc Cemetery, located in Section 28 of Veblen Town-
ship in Marshall County, approximately one and three-quarters miles
south of the town of Veblen. A photograph of the distinguished-look-
ing La Framboise, holding his diamond-willow walking stick, is set into
his gravestone.

Peter DuMarce, or Tatekahinajin,*^ was a Dakota scout, but little is
known about him beyond the information on his gravestone. He served
after the end of the Dakota War to prevent any war parties from mak-
ing their way back into Minnesota, and he may have been with General
Sibley's 1863 expedition into Dakota Territory. DuMarce served as a
scout until 1866 and was likely stationed at one of the fifteen or sixteen
scout camps posted along the frontier.

He is buried in Saint Matthew's Catholic Cemetery south of Veblen.
The inscription on his gravestone reads "In Memory of Peter Dumerce
[sic], Tatekarina Jin [sic], Born January 15, 1837, Died June 14, 1920,
Scout and Soldier, 1864 to 1866."

Thomas A. Robertson, or Zitkanahowaste,*" was the prominent
mixed-blood son of Scotsman Andrew Robertson and Jane Anderson
Robertson, a mixed-blood Dakota.

At the time of the outbreak of the Dakota War, Thomas Robertson
was living near the Lower Sioux Agency, where he was taken captive
by Little Crow's warriors. He soon gained the leader's trust, however,
and when Little Crow received a note left by Colonel Sibley on the

46. Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1863, p. 316; "Gabriel Renville's Mem-
oir," pp. 274-75; "Victor Renville's Account," pp. 275-76; "Antoine J. Campbell's Testi-
mony," in Through Dakota Eyes, p. 287.

47. Täte means "wind," and kahin means "bent down," so the translation is "Stand (or
Walk) Bent Down with the Wind."

48. Zitkanahowaste translates to "Bird with a Beautiful Voice."
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Christian symbols and a Dakota inscription adorn the tombstone of Peter DuMarce, who
is buried in Saint Matthew's Catholic Cemetery.

This military-style gravestone commemorates Thomas A. Robertson's service with the
First Minnesota Heavy Artillery at the end of the Civil War.
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Birch Coulee battlefield, he asked Robertson to read it.*' Among other
items of business, Sibley stated that a reply should be brought to him
by two mixed-bloods. Robertson and Thomas Robinson were chosen
for this mission and delivered the message to Sibley at Fort Ridgely.
When they returned with a message for Little Crow the following day,
they found that those Dakotas who opposed the war had moved their
camp and taken control of several white and mixed-blood captives.
Robertson was pleased with this development, as his sympathies lay
with them.^°

Some days later. Little Crow decided to respond to Sibley's second
letter, and the two men were again selected to carry the message. Pri-
or to their leaving, Wabasha and Taopi asked Robertson to write and
carry a secret message to Sibley conveying that they were ftiendly. As-
sisdng the peace facdon was dangerous, but Robertson was willing to
take the risk. He and Robinson carried both messages to Fort Ridgely
and returned with two messages from Sibley—one for Little Crow and
the other a secret communication for Wabasha and Taopi. The latter
message instructed the friendly Dakotas to take possession of more
captives, if possible, and keep them in a camp apart from the warring
faction, for he was planning to move against them immediately. Taopi,
Good Thunder, and Wabasha asked Robertson to write and carry yet
another secret response to Sibley.̂ '

Robertson and other friendly Dakotas worked to protect the cap-
tives between the time ofthe Battle of Wood Lake on 23 September and
26 September, wben Sibley arrived to free the prisoners at Camp Re-
lease. Sibley then proceeded to take into custody any Dakotas he could
find, whether they had pardcipated in the fighting or not. Robertson
was among those taken into custody. He was tried by Sibley's military
tribunal for his involvement in the second battles of Fort Ridgely and
New Ulm on 22 and 23 August but was acquitted. He claimed that he

49. Approximately twenty-four soldiers were killed in the Battle of Birch Coulee,
which took place on 2-3 September across the Minnesota River from the Lower Sioux
Agency. Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, pp. 88, 92.

50. "Thomas A. Robertson's Reminiscences," in Through Dakota Eyes, pp. 177-81.
51. Ibid., pp. 1B2-85; "Gabriel Renville's Memoir," p. 190-91.
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had fired shots, some of them blanks, and that he purposely tried to
avoid hitting anyone.̂ ^

Robertson spent the winter of 1862-1863 in the internment camp at
Fort Snelling and was sent to the Crow Creek Indian Reservation in
the spring of 1863. He was later engaged as chief of the Dakota scout
camp at Redwood River in Minnesota. Robertson went on to serve
with the First Minnesota Heavy Artillery from February to September
of 1865. He received one hundred dollars from the federal government
for services rendered during the Dakota War.*'

Robertson died on 30 January 1924 and is buried in Saint Luke's
Episcopal Cemetery located in Section 29 of Veblen Township, Mar-
shall County. It is situated about two miles southwest of Veblen, just
below the prairie coteau.

Itewayaka** was a Dakota scout who participated in the intercep-
tion of the sixteen Dakotas near present-day Webster, South Dakota,
that was led by Solomon Two Stars and resulted in the killing of Two
Stars's nephew and foutteen others. During the engagement in May of
1865, Itewayaka's gun exploded, severely wounding him in the hand. A
week later, he was taken to Fort Wadsworth, and post surgeon Charles
J. Farley amputated the hand just above the wrist. Itewayaka evident-
ly could not be put under with ether, so the doctor used chloroform.
Samuel Brown witnessed the surgery and later reported that Itewayaka
suffered terribly upon regaining consciousness. Following this mishap,
he became known as "One Arm Jim.""

52. Marion P. Satterlee, The Court Proceedings in the Trial of Dakota Indians Following
the Massacre in Minnesota in August 1862 (Minneapolis, Minn.: Satterlee Prinring Co.,
1927), pp. 42-44. Many Dakotas who did not want to pardcipate in the war but who
were coerced into doing so later reported having shot at their targets with the intendon
of missing.

53. Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 186'}, p. 316; Minnesota in the Civil and
Indian Wars, 2:636; Holcombe, Sketches Historical and Descriptive, p. 75.

54. Jte means "face" and wayaka means "capdve" or "prisoner," so the name may trans-
late to "Face of a Capdve" or "See His Face." He is listed elsewhere as Itewanyaka (Seen
Face) and Itewanyakapi (They See [His] face).

55. Samuel J. Brown Pocket Diary, 16,23,24 May 1865, Microfilm M595, roll 26, frames
596,600; Schüler, Fort Sisseton, p. 29.
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The granite gravestone for Itewayaka stands out among the white sandstone or l ime-

stone markers for others buried in the Mountain Head Presbyterian Cemetery.

On 14 May 1898, the United States Congress awarded Itewayaka a
pension of twelve dollars per month for services rendered as a Dakota
scout.̂ * He is buried in Mountain Head (Heipa) Presbyterian Cem-
etery, located in Section 1 of LaBelle Township in Marshall County,
about 4.3 miles northwest of Veblen. The inscription on his gravestone
reads "Itewayaka, One Arm Jim, Born 1828, Died Feb. 12, 1909, U. S.
Scout, Ft. Sisseton." A church once stood just west of the cemetery, but
it is now gone.

Other notable Dakotas and mixed-bloods are buried in the area.
Samuel J. Brown, a son of Joseph R. Brown and Susan Frenier Brown,
worked as a scout at Fort Wadsworth after the Dakota War. He is
buried in the Plateau Cemetery in Brown's Valley, Minnesota. Chief
Sounding Iron, a Sisseton, was a consistent, strong voice for peace dur-
ing the war. He was originally buried between the two lakes that bear

56. U.S., Statutes at Large, vol. 30, Act of 14 May 1898, p. 1441.
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his mistranslated name (Red Iron) in Marshall County but is now bur-
ied at an unknown location, likely in the area. Lorenzo Lawrence, who
saved the lives of Jannette DeCamp and her children by taking them
from the Upper Sioux Agency to Fort Ridgely, is also buried in the area,
probably near Peever, South Dakota.*^

In his diary entry for 16 May 1865, Samuel Brown, head of scouts
at Fort Wadsworth, wrote, "For a Sioux to show his loyalty by taking
up arms against his own nation, by which he [tjakes the chastisement
ftom his own people, and at the time is molested by those he is fighting
for, deserves the highest reward from the government." '̂* The twenty-
year-old Brown clearly understood the enormity of taking actions that
ran contrary to what many of his own people thought acceptable. He
also understood that being human calls for acting in "humane" ways,
regardless of the race of either party or the consequences one may suf-
fer as a result. The individuals whose stories are related here well fit the
definition of "hero" for being willing to sacrifice their own lives to save
others, however different.

57. Dahlin, Dakota Uprising, pp. 42, 342; "Lorenzo Lawrence's Story," in Through Da-
kota Eyes, pp. 205-15.

58. Samuel J. Brown Pocket Diary, 16 May 1865, Microfilm M595, roll 26, frame 597.
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