
Dakota Images

3 7 2   |   S O U T H  D A K O T A  H I S T O R Y   |   V O L .  4 3 ,  N O .  4

Born in Arendal, Norway, on 22 January 1904, Sigurd Anderson moved 
with his family to a farm near Canton, South Dakota, when he was three. 
Although he could not speak English when he started school, he gradu-
ated from Canton Lutheran Normal in 1925. Anderson taught at a country 
school near Bancroft before enrolling at the University of South Dakota, 
where he earned a law degree in 1937. That same year, he married Vivian 
Walz. The couple had one daughter.
	 Anderson established a law firm in Webster and won election on the 
Republican ticket as state’s attorney for Day County in 1938 and 1940 
before being appointed assistant attorney general for South Dakota in 
1941. With the advent of World War II, he joined the United States Naval  
Reserve and served at numerous posts in the United States and the South 
Pacific, reaching the rank of lieutenant commander. Following the war,  
he was elected attorney general for South Dakota and served from 1947 
to 1951.
	 Anderson defeated his Democratic challenger, future Miami Dolphins 
owner Joe Robbie, in the gubernatorial election of 1950 and won reelection 
in 1952. During his administration, the state finally paid off the debt from 
the rural credit program, instituted in 1917 to provide low-interest loans to 
farmers. Anderson valued education, and he secured funding increases for 
South Dakota schools as well as an amendment to the state constitution 
allowing increased bonding limits for school districts. In the realm of state 
government, he oversaw salary increases for state employees and the cre-
ation of the Legislative Research Council to provide administrative sup-
port to state lawmakers. Anderson was also a promoter of Missouri River 
development, serving as chair of the Missouri River States Committee and 
guiding the state through the devastating Missouri River flood of 1952.
	 After leaving office, Anderson was appointed by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower to the Federal Trade Commission, a post he held from 1955 
to 1965. Anderson later served as judge for South Dakota’s fifth judicial 
circuit. He ran for governor again in 1964 but lost in the primary.
	 Sigurd Anderson died on 21 December 1990 in Webster and is buried in 
the town’s cemetery.

—Dan Brosz
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ELIZABETH J. ALMLIE has been a historic preservation specialist with the State Historic 
Preservation Office of the South Dakota State Historical Society since 2011. A graduate of 
Augustana College in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, she has a master of arts in public history 
from the University of South Carolina, Columbia.

DANIEL D. SPEGEL is an adjunct history instructor at Metropolitan Community College in 
Omaha, Nebraska. He has a particular interest in the Missouri River and its influence on adja-
cent communities. In addition to articles on the Missouri National Recreational River, Spegel 
has written about the great Missouri River flood of 1952 and the demolition of the Jobbers 
Canyon historic district on Omaha’s riverfront. 

Picture Credits: All illustrations in this issue are property of the South Dakota State Historical 
Society except for those on the following pages: pp. 321, 323, 347, 348, from Daniel D. Spe-
gel, Brighton, Mich.; p. 327, from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Final General Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, Missouri National Recreational River, 1999; pp. 329, 
334, 337, from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District Office, Omaha, Nebr. The pho-
tographs appearing on pages 279 through 319 were taken by Elizabeth J. Almlie and are on 
file with the State Historic Preservation Office, South Dakota State Historical Society, Pierre.

On the covers: For the past seventy-five years, the colorful murals of Lakota artist Felix Walk-
ing have decorated the gymnasium at Saint Paul’s Catholic mission in Marty, South Dakota. 
In this issue, Elizabeth J. Almlie explores Walking’s paintings and the stories they tell of the 
mission and the people associated with it.

The activity that is the subject of this issue has been funded, in part, with financial assis-
tance from the National Park Service through the South Dakota Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO), a program that receives federal financial assistance from the National Park Service. 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, South Dakota law SDCL 20-13, the State of South 
Dakota, and U.S. Department of the Interior prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, creed, religion, sex, disability, ancestry, or national origin. If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility as described above, or if you desire 
more information, please write to: South Dakota Division of Human Rights, State Capitol, 
Pierre, SD 57501, or the Office of Equal Opportunity, National Park Service, 201 I Street NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20240.
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