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A Message from the Retiring Director

Jay D. Vogt

During the summer of 1987, I started working for the South Dakota
State Historical Society, and thirty-three years later, I retired on 8 De-
cember 2020. It has been a rewarding journey. I have enjoyed my work,
all of the opportunities it has given me, and the people with whom I
have been associated.

Lieutenant Governor Walter D. Miller and Education and Cultural Af-
fairs Secretary James O. Hansen were instrumental in my being consid-
ered for a new position at the State Historical Society. Society Director
Fred Lillibridge had recently resigned, and former Director and State
Historian Dayton Canaday had just retired. With the new Cultural Her-
itage Center under construction, it was an interesting period for the
society. J. R. Fishburne stepped in as the new director, and I came on
board as the executive assistant to the director, largely to work on bud-
gets and special projects.

As the opening of the Cultural Heritage Center drew near, I was as-
signed the special project of managing fundraising for the future pri-
mary exhibition, The South Dakota Experience. I was privileged to work
closely with First Lady Linda Mickelson, who took an active role in the
fundraising. I became executive director of the South Dakota Heritage
Fund (now the South Dakota Historical Society Foundation), which has
grown over the years and continues to support the society and its pro-
grams. I served as its executive director until 2005.

Governor William J. Janklow appointed me State Historic Preserva-
tion Officer (SHPO) in 1996, significantly changing the direction of my
work. Moving the office from Vermillion to Pierre was a difficult and
unpopular task, but it led me to learn on the job about historic preser-
vation, which became a passion for me. An early accomplishment was
establishing and implementing the Deadwood Fund matching-grant
program. Active in the National Conference of State Historic Preser-
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Society director Jay Vogt welcomes attendees to the society’s annual history
conference in 2019.
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vation Officers (NCSHPO), I served on the board as treasurer and vice
president and as its president for four years as well as on the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP). In addition to helping obtain
meaningful federal funding increases for SHPOs, I co-chaired the Pre-
serve America report Improving the Preservation Program Infrastructure
in 2006, which eventually resulted in positive changes for the ACHP.
I have hosted the NCSHPO Board of Directors in South Dakota twice
and the Executive Committee once in order to show off our great state.
In 2020, President Donald J. Trump appointed me an expert member
of the ACHP, an appointment that continues even after my retirement
from the State Historical Society.

In 1999, Department of Education Secretary Ray Christensen asked
me to assume management responsibilities of the society as its deputy
director. Four years later, Governor M. Michael Rounds appointed me
director, a position I have held since that time. It has been a privilege
to have worked with a dozen different exceptional office administra-
tors and dozens of talented archaeologists, archivists, curators, editors,
preservationists, various specialists, and support personnel. As direc-
tor, I have written a handful of history-related articles, and in 2006,
Stephen Rogers and I co-authored Picturing the Past, which the South
Dakota Historical Society Press reprinted this year.

Even before becoming the society’s director, I was also involved with
the American Association for State and Local History (AASLH), serving
as the state awards chair, the leadership team regional chair, and on
the governing council as well as several committees. My first academ-
ic interest while associated with the society was the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, and in 2001, I chaired the annual meeting of the Lewis and
Clark Trail Heritage Foundation held in Pierre. In 2010, I served as chair
of the annual conference of the Mountain-Plains Museum Association
held in Rapid City. Since its inception, I have been a lecturer on South
Dakota history for the Leadership South Dakota program, and I have
enjoyed being the master of ceremonies for the Trail of Governors un-
veiling programs. Hosting the State Historical Administrators Meeting
(SHAM) in Pierre in December 2020 was to be my last opportunity as
director to showcase our state and the capital city, but the in-person
meeting was canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic.
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Over the past 119 years, just eight individuals have served as the so-
ciety’s director. I have been fortunate to follow Doane Robinson, Law-
rence Fox, Will G. Robinson, Dayton Canaday, Fred Lillibridge, J. R. Fish-
burne, and Mary Edelen as director of the South Dakota State Historical
Society. I cherish the institution and the staff who do so much to collect,
preserve, interpret, and promote the history of the State of South Da-
kota and its people.

Congratulations to Benjamin Jones as the next director and to The-
odore Spencer as the new State Historic Preservation Officer. I wish
them both success in continuing all the excellent work of the society.
Thank you.
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