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DAKOTA IMAGES
Ella Cara Deloria

Reprinted from South Dakota History 6, no. 4 (Fall 1976)
Lakota Translation by Alex FireThunder

Ella C. Deloria, a well-known linguistic anthropologist, dedicated her
life to portraying a realistic picture of American Indians. A Yankton
Sioux, she was born in Wakpala, South Dakota, on the Standing Rock
Reservation on 30 January 1888. She received her early education at
All Saints School in Sioux Falls, going from there to Oberlin College
in Ohio, and then to Columbia University where she received her B.S.
degree. After teaching for several years, she served as the national
health education secretary for Indian schools and reservations for
the YWCA.

In 1929 she was appointed research specialist in Indian ethnology
and linguistics with the Department of Anthropology at Columbia
University. With the famous anthropologist Franz Boas, she coau-
thored two works on the Dakota language prepared for the technical
use of scholars. She also contributed many articles to Folklore Journal
and other periodicals on Sioux Indian legends, customs, music, and
beliefs.

In addition, Deloria served on survey committees of Indian com-
munities and lectured on the social, economic, educational, and re-
ligious aspects of Indian life from first-hand knowledge. She was the
only woman member and the only Indian on the Navajo Enquiry
party of four experts, sponsored by the Phelps-Stokes Fund of New
York in 1944. For her work with Indians she received the annual award
given by the Indian Council Fire of Chicago to the American Indian
whose achievements are worthy of national recognition. She was a
recipient of a Fellowship from the Wenner-Gren Foundation for An-
thropological Research, and until her death on 12 February 1971, she
was doing research for the University of South Dakota (USD) under a
National Science Foundation grant.

Winyar wan Agpétu Wasté Wip eciyapi k'uy hé iyapi-wapdsika
na wi¢héun-wapésika hé¢ha yungkhan, théni kin 6pta Ik&é-
Wic¢hésa-Wi¢héun kin wi¢akheya oydkin na owd égnake s'a. Hé
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Thankthuwarn-Dakhéta hé¢ha éyas 1888 k'un) héhan, Wiéthehika-Wi
anpétu i¢iwikéemna-yamni hanl, Inyar) Woslal Han Oyanke

ekta Wakpala, South Dakota, ekta thunpi $khé. Inyar Okable¢a
Othtnwahe ektd Owayawa war), “All Saints,” eyapi ¢ha, él wayawa na
hetaghan makhdpa$pe war) Ohio eyépi kin ekta Oberlin Wankatuya
Owayawa el wayawa na hehanl Columbia Wapkatuya Owayawa

él wayawa na hétu ¢ha, wéwapisutd war) kamné. Waniyetu téna
waunspewichakhiye kin ohdkab, YWCA ekta wéwasi echtr) na Ik¢é-
Wichéga-owéyawa kir tr) thagtanhar wawdkiye.

1929 k’'ur) héhan, Columbia Wankatuya ekté Ikéé-Wichésa-
Wic¢héur ki ogna wapésika-woéphike hé¢ha. Wi¢hasa o¢hésthanin
war) Franz Boas e¢fyapi kir), ki¢hi Lakhol'iyapi-wéwapi ninm
kége. H6 nahan Lakhoéta-wi¢héoyake na wi¢h6h’an na oléwan na
wowicala khé, hena iwéglakin na owé égnake s'a.

Nahén nakdr) téna-okhélaki¢hiye él 6pha na wi¢héh’an na
wic¢héun na mazaska na wéugspe na wochekiye iwédglake. Hena
yuhé 1) ¢ha ité$niyar) i$ta 4 wanyankin na ninge tn nah’in na
4taya oslélye. 1944 hanl, okhélaki¢hiye war, “Navajo Enquiry party
of four experts,” eyapi ki) ognd iSnéla wigyar héc¢ha na nakur
iSnéla ikéé-wichasa hécha. Ikéé-Wichasa 6b wowasi echuy ¢ha
hé i wéyuoniharg war), “Indian Council Fire of Chicago Annual
Award,” eyépi ¢ha, k'tupi i¢hiy tdku tékhun kin hé makﬁésitomniyag
oslélyapi. 1971 k'un héhar), Channaphopa-Wi anpétu i¢iakenunpa
hénl, wichéni ékignake éyas, hehanhurniyar) South Dakota
Wankatuya Owayawa (USD) ektd wapasi na wéwasi echtr).
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