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The Lower Brule Sioux
Reservation: A Century
of Misunderstanding
ERNEST L. SCHUSKY

Nearly one hundred years ago Helen Hunt Jackson wrote ^
Century of Dishonor. In this book she documented the white
exploitation of Native Americans that began with colonization
and continued consistently as federal policy. The book served as
a major weapon for reformers in the late nineteenth century
who wanted to safeguard native land by means of an allotment
policy. Ironically, allotment cost the first Americans even more
of their land and caused the innumerable problems arising with
heirship land. The continuing alienation of Native American
land since Jackson's time is weil documented by two Dakota,
Vine Deloria and Robert Burnette.'
No doubt many unscrupulous whites coveted aboriginal
land and did anything possible to obtain it. However, like
Jackson and other reformers of the nineteenth century, most
framers of United States policy sincerely thought they could
protect Native American interests while expanding the frontier
or otherwise securing more land. Even members of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, which probably was at one time the most
corrupt federal agency in our history, seem most often to have
felt an obligation to protect Indian rights.
However, these rights consistently gave way to those of the
dominant society whenever conflicts of interest arose. Land
alienation was only the major and most obvious loss. Little
notice has been given to the invasion of rights to everything
from style of dance through length of hair to use of language.
1. Vine Deloria, Jr., Custer Died for Your Sins (New York: The MacmUlan Co.,
1969); Robert Burnette, TTie Tortured Americans (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: PrenticeHaU, 1971).
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Yet most whites who insisted that Native Americans give up
such rights believed it was for the best interests of the people
they felt they were serving, and obviously whites did not gain
from some of these Indian losses. Thus, the argument here is
that the dishonor in United States policy toward Native
Americans arises largely from misunderstanding rather than
greed. Indeed, it seems likely that Indians suffered more from
policies conceived by persons who presumed they were benefactors rather than from any policy based on greed or evil
intent.^
Perhaps the best illustration of this misunderstanding is the
concept of the reservation itself. Federal policy makers never
really conceived of a reservation system. The reservations were
simply the land left to Native Americans after the government
had bargained away the rest. Although some reservations were
created simply by executive order, most were the results of
treaties executed by the president with the consent of the
Senate. Often these treaties specified an agency headquarters,
but only vaguely defined borders.
The establishment of the Lower Brule Reservation resembled this pattern, but was unique in one way. In 1868 a major
treaty was contracted with the Dakota or Western Sioux. The
major provision was to establish the great Sioux Nation west of
the Missouri River with the Dakota committing themselves to
peace and allowing whites to cross their lands. Another aspect
of the treaty in effect carved out a reservation for the Lower
Brule within the great Sioux Nation. This provision of a
reservation within a reservation was most unusual and seems to
reflect the fact that Washington simply did not conceive that
reservations were being created by the treaties being written. It
2. Proof of such a thesis is difficult and will have to be built on the basis of
histories of most of the Indian reservations as well as national policy and its
formulation. It is the intent of this paper simply to show the possibility of such an
interpretation based on the evidence from one reservation, the Lower Bruie Sioux. 1
give a full history of the Lower Brule in The Forgotten Sioux (Chicago: Nelson Hall,
1975); here I use some of the particulars that illustrate the incredible misunderstandings that characterize relations between the United States government and the
people of an Indian reservation. The Forgotten Sioux is an ethnohistory documenting
the relationship between the federal government and the Lower Brule Sioux
Reservation. Permission from Nelson Hall for use of this data is gratefully
acknowledged.
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appears that federal officials at that time laid emphasis on the
agencies, or their centers of contacts with the Dakota, and
ignored the idea of territorial boundaries. Thus, the provision
that established Lower Brule (14 Stat. 699) states that an
agency shall be established at the mouth of White River with
the reservation to extend twenty miles in length and ten miles
in depth. The lower White River was a focal point for the Lower
Brule, but the territory they claimed was nothing like the
statutory agreement. In a petition of January 1881, they laid
out their aboriginal boundaries as:
Beginning at the point on the Niobrara River where it is
Intersected by the Western boundary of the Ponca Reservation,
thence up the Niobrara River to Antelope Creek, near the 102
meridian, thence up Antelope Creek to its source, or head, thence
across the table land to the source or head of White Clay Creek,
thence down White Clay Creek to its confluence with the White
Earth River, thence down Wliite Earth River to the mouth of
Butte Cachee Creek, thence in a straight line through the Bad
lands to the mouth of Sand Creek, at its confluence with the
South Cheyenne River, thence down the South Cheyenne River
to the mouth of Bull Creek, thence up Bull Creek to its head or
source, thence in a straight line across the table land to the head
or source of the main branch of the Bad River, thence down the
Bad River to the mouth of White Clay Creek, thence in a straight
line to the head of Antelope Creek, thence down Antelope Creek
to the Missouri River, thence down the Missouri River to the
point where it is intersected by the boundary of the Ponca
Reservation to the place of the beginning. ^
The whites on the frontier, as well as federal officials, also
saw firm boundaries being established by the treaties. And these
fronfiersmen were unhappy with what they considered to be
governmental largess. For instance, a Yankton editor criticized
the 1868 treaty in these terms:
It is not only a poor way to civilize the Indian hut it is doing
him a positive wrong. If the Indian cannot endure the contact of
civilization and adopt the habits of civilized life, let him pass
away and the sooner the better. But we maintain the Indian is
capable of civilization, and it is only necessary to adopt the
proper means and policy to prove it.''
The evaluation of a local historian at the same time is probably
a more frank opinion.
3. Schusky, The Forgotten Sioux, p . 113.
4. Ibid., p. 62.
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The people of Dakota dislike to have so large and important
a portion of their Territory set apart for an Indian Reservation,
but if it must be so for a while, they will cheerfully submit to it
and make the most of it. . . . If it deprives us of the Black Hills
and their products, we get in exchange one of the best local
markets in the Northwest, for these Agencies and Military Posts
require an immense quantity of Beef, Pork, Flour and Vegitables
wMch the farmers of Dakota are expected to furnish.^

Aside from the confusion over establishment of boundaries,
these views reflect one of the major misunderstandings that was
to characterize Native American and Euro-American relations
for all time. Clearly, the frontiersmen foresaw the Dakota as
assimilating or perishing. If they gave much thought to it, it
seems they believed the process would take only one or two
generations. Except for some romantics, mostly in the East,
other whites shared this view though they may have believed a
few more generations might be required. This belief is likely to
be a major reason why little thought was given to possible
future consequences of a reservation system.
The Dakota, of course, could hardly be expected to share a
perception of themselves that amounted to cultural genocide,
regardless of how benevolent. Yet, a few leaders sometimes
expressed such a sentiment, usually in terms of asking whites to
allow the present generation to continue its old ways while the
children would learn white culture. However, Dakota parents
continued to teach their children Dakota custom; and distinctive values, attitudes, and personality traits persisted.
This mutual misunderstanding arose from two radically
different perceptions of the Dakota. For members of the
dominant society the Dakota were simply another tribe of
Indians who were demonstrably inferior. Whites seldom cast
this inferiority as due to race; rather Indians had been isolated
from the main course of civilization and their culture arrested at
some primitive stage, such as barbarism. Thus, given contact
with superior whites, Indians should catch up quickly. Starting
with such an assumption, whites developed some remarkable
mis perceptions. For decades the evidence of complex achievements, such as the architecture of many mounds, was attributed
to some "extinct" race that had migrated recently to the New
5. James S. Foster, Outlines of History of the Territory of Dakota (Yankton:
M'Intyre and Foster, Printers, 1870), p. 38.
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World. Several scholars were certain that at least some of the
mounds were constructed by lost Welchmen. In any event, the
Native Americans had certainly originated in the Old Worid and
migrated recently to the New World losing whatever advanced
traits they might have had. Even after locating in the New
World they continued complex migrations, the upset of the
movement preventing any cultural advance. It is most curious
that migration could be made such an upsetting event by a
people who were al! migrants or the descendents of migrants.
This perception could hardly have been more different from
the one the Dakota held of themselves. The Dakota gave little
thought to their own origins, concentrating instead on the
origins of their religion or their religious symbols.^ In their own
mythology the people had always been. What was important
was relationships: those between people and the supernatural
and between persons and nature. So long as proper relations
were maintained, all things would be just as they had always
been. No doubt the Dakota had some idea of a homeland in the
East because they were aware of some tribal remnants there,
and also they remembered their old enemies the Ojibway. But if
their ancestors had lived there, the event was of little
consequence. Where one was Dakota was irrelevant; what was
important was to be Dakota. Thus, white ideas that the Dakota
would somehow be "better o f f assimilated were completely
contrary to Dakota perceptions. They would no longer "be" if
they could not exist as a people.
Dakota existence, of course, was not merely living, but
carrying a distinct culture. Few whites ever appreciated many of
the subtle differences that occurred between the two cultures.
One of the best illustrations of the subtleties could be seen in
economic life. The Dakota had no reason to understand the idea
of profit in trade. There were so few differences in production
activity among Plains tribes that trade in the Western sense
would have had no value. Yet many goods were exchanged. The
basis of the exchange was social relations. Persons exchanged
goods simply because they knew each other, much as whites do
at weddings or at Christmas. Such gifts were not purely
6. Frances Densmure, "Teton Sioux Music," Smitlisonian Institution, Bureau
of Ameiican Ethnology Bulletin no. 61 (Washington, D.C., 1918J, pp. 63-66.
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Memorial feast and give-away infront of the
Lower Brule Guild House. A t the anniversary of the death of a loved one,
people who helped the family are invited to a feast
and everyone attending is given something.

altruistic; they carried obligations. The obligations, however,
were social ones; repayment had to be made but never by the
same item nor at the time a gift was received. In this way
obligations or relationships were made enduring. For the most
part there was a direct reciprocity in the exchange, that is the
goods were of about equal value, but differences in value could
occur and be used to indicate differences in prestige. Thus, a
wealthy man among the Dakota was the one who was able to
give more than he received, and he often lived with few
possessions. A person of prestige was able to give on more
occasions than he was paid back. Leaders or persons of prestige
were always under such obligations.
Thus, when the first white agents came among the Dakota
giving presents, they fit into the role of a person seeking
prestige. It seems most likely that when they gave to leaders,
the leaders would either have repaid them later, probably in
horses, or would have shared their wives with them. The offer
of wife-sharing was one of the most honorable presentations a
Dakota could make, but very often whites interpreted the
practice as virtual prostitution.
As relations between whites and Dakota grew closer, the
misperceptions about exchange increased. Truly great men of
prestige used special occasions to divest themselves of everything they owned. Their last horse, tipi, and even cooking
utensils were bestowed on others. It was then an honor for
some other family to care for the donor until he reestablished
himself, which he quickly did because of the obligations he had
created. The Dakota, like many tribal peoples, had instituted or
formalized the pattern of donating so that it was accompanied
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by some ritual and celebrated certain events. For the Dakota
the practice was translated as the give-away. Missionaries soon
found themselves opposing the give-away because it seemed to
cast a man and his family into abject poverty. Possibly
missionaries felt obliged to care for such families, with the
Dakota allowing them to assume such an honor. The missionaries, however, simply saw it as a duty and so attempted to stop
the practice. On occasion they were able to enlist the aid of
agents so that missionaries and the government found themselves in the most unenviable position of opposing the epitomy
of Christian charity.
While many general misperceptions such as these contributed to the misunderstanding between Dakota and whites,
individuals added particular misunderstandings as well. A
sample of the early Lower Brule agents vividly illustrates this
point. Some of these agents kept aloof, others were condescending. Some were friendly only with neighboring whites;
others antagonized these whites. Only one was exceptionally
friendly with the Lower Brule, and he was judged insane. Many
of the agents sought an agency appointment because they
considered it lucrative, but few found the monetary reward
sufficient to continue beyond a few years. A typical agent
lasted only two years. Most were suspected of being corrupt,
but only one Lower Brule agent was ever accused formally, and
a jury found him innocent. What all these agents had in
common, however, was that they misunderstood the Lower
Brule even though they each had their particular ways of doing
so. The experiences of the first five well document this point.''
J. R. Hanson, the first Lower Brule agent, was actually the
last agent of the Upper Missouri Indian Agency, which became
the Upper Missouri Sioux Agency when other tribes were
moved to Indian Territory. Technically, Hanson was responsible
for Cheyenne River and Crow Creek as well as Lower Brule, but
General Harney, who commanded a military post at Cheyenne
River, assumed duties there. Hanson had his hands full at Crow
Creek, but he managed to visit the Lower Bnile on occasion to
distribute rations and annuities. He reported that they were so
destitute that he urged them to hunt in the Black Hills to get
7. Further details are provided in Schusky, The Forgotten Sioux.
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Joseph R. Hanson

them through the winter of 1867; then in 1868 he withheld
$1,500 from their annuities for plowing, seed, and equipment.
The farming effort along the White River may have been the
first west of the Missouri River. Hanson managed to erect
several buildings and hired a farmer and blacksmith. Together
they broke 150 acres and raised a fairly good crop until
grasshoppers devoured three-quarters of it. As the winter of
1868-1869 approached, Hanson was in near panic. Post-Civil
War inflation cut the amount of goods that could be purchased
with treaty annuities; also the Dakota market was relatively new
for Iowa cattlemen and their deliveries were irregular. Beside
these troubles Hanson had to deal with the change in territorial
governors when Burbank replaced Faulk. Although the governors were exofficio superintendents in the chain of command,
General Sherman often by-passed them with contradictory
orders to the agents. Hanson's earlier view that farming would
be the salvation of the Lower Brule gave way to despair as
further problems mounted. When Indians killed some work
oxen and the Yankton paper predicted an uprising, Hanson
assured the editor that the Lower Brule were peaceful while
admitting there was reason for unrest. After all, he had been
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without funds for months and his employees were quitting, the
rations were behind schedule, and even small game had
disappeared. Despite such short-term, as well as all the above
long-term problems, Hanson reported, "The general disposition
of the Indian is one of the friendship." What Hanson did not
write to the Yankton paper was that he had asked for a transfer.
In a letter to the Bureau of Indian Affairs explaining his division
of scant rations among far too many mouths, he concluded:
"Where in God's name is my successor? I want to get out of this
country immediately for I can't stand these appeals of starving
people much longer, and I won't."^
Aside from having little hope for the Lower Brule, Hanson's
major problem stemmed from his perception that farming was
the only possible means for Dakota subsistence. Since his
superiors maintained such a view, there was little reason for
Hanson to disagree. He was very much like many of the
bureaucrats who were to follow him. Official policy and
regulations were there to be carried out. Hanson's perception of
federal responsibilities was simply to see that the niles were
followed. Therefore, when the Dakota still nearly starved,
Hanson found the situation hopeless.
Hanson's replacement, William French, was anything but a
bureaucrat. He seemed to take pride in evading official channels
and ignoring petty regulations. French's direct correspondence
with Washington soon had him embroiled in a long dispute with
Governor Burbank, and his removal of whites from the borders
of Crow Creek without full hearings won him the enmity of
frontiersmen. French apparently turned more and more to the
Dakota, especially the Lower Brule. At one point he requested
leave in order to hunt with the Brule near the Black Hills.
Furthermore, after Burbank visited Lower Brule, he reported
that French was living with an Indian mistress.
To what extent French had turned to native life is
impossible to determine. The records reveal little after he was
relieved from duty in the fall of 1870. It is clear, however, that
French misperceived much about the Lower Brule and had
created severe difficulties among the bands. As late as 1870 the
Brûles were still raiding the Pawnees, and the army came onto
8. Ibid., pp. 76-78.
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the reservation in July to stop them and relocate the agency. In
the process one group began shooting, and some of the band
leaders were driven from the reservation. The army attributed
such unrest to French's reconstruction of the bands and his
appointment and dismissal of chiefs. French seemed to have
misjudged Dakota political organization, perceiving it to be like
that of the army. More importantly, French seemed to have
believed that he could live out a few final years with noble
savages destined to disappear soon. As a result, he took little
interest in the agency's future or in any change or improvement
in Dakota subsistence.
Although the next agent was a friend of French, he was
strikingly different. Henry Livingstone was a physician who had
worked at the agency for several years while practicing in
Chamberlain. Livingstone's term of six years was unusually long
and says something of his ability to satisfy many diverse groups.
He especially found favor with members of the Board of Indian
Commissioners, probably through William Welsh, who visited
Crow Creek and Lower Brule in 1871. Welsh's recommendation
for a separate agency for the Lower Brule was eventually
followed. In the meantime Livingstone was engaged in the
problem of a growing staff, increasing numbers of whites on the
reservation borders, and the approach of telegraph lines and
railroads. All these developments caused headaches, but Livingstone realized his major problem was Dakota subsistence. He
knew that farming was impractical, but found it difficult to
persuade Washington to let the Dakota raise cattle. Crops were
being grown in eastern Dakota Territory and occasionally
rainfall was sufficient in the Missouri Valley. What was difficult
to demonstrate was that when the weather did allow good
crops, insects were almost certain to destroy them. While
Livingstone pleaded for a shift to ranching, he oversaw
continued farming efforts. The annuities provided by the 1868
treaty were for a five-year period, so their expiration was
approaching. In conjunction, Washington was attempting to
limit rations fearing the Dakota might simply iearn to live on
the dole.
The pressure on the Dakota stemmed largely from factors
far beyond Livingstone's control. Reports of gold in the Black
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Hills were much exaggerated in the early 1870s and prospectors
kept invading the Black Hills, which was clearly Dakota land
according to the Treaty of 1868. The army sometimes drove
out white trespassers, but by 1873 the situation had become
most difficult. As a result Colonel George A. Custer led an
expedition to explore the area. The official reports from the
exploration discouraged gold miners, but the rumors and
unofficial reports began a small-scale invasion. Numerous
skinnishes broke out between whites and Dakotas. Politicians in
Wasliington decided the only solution was to purchase the Black
Hills from the Dakota. Former treaties required that the
government secure the consent of three-quarters of the adult
Dakota males for any further land cessions, and a commission
was appointed to negotiate with the Dakota. Some of the
nefarious means used by the commission are well described by
George Hyde.^ Beside a threat of removal to Indian Territory,
the commission emphasized the approaching end of 1868 treaty
annuities and the possibility of diminishing rations.
Still, the Dakota were in a strong bargaining position and in
the summer of 1875 the three hundred Lower Brule who
attended the meeting must have been impressed with the
opposition of leaders such as Red Cloud. No doubt. Iron
Nation, Big Man, and other Lower Brûles learned much from
the Rosebud and Pine Ridge Dakota as well as something of the
tactics of white men. A further display of Dakota strength
occurred in the spring of 1876 when General Crook was
defeated on the Powder River in an attempt to enforce Grant's
decision that the Dakota should remain permanently on their
reservations. This setback was followed on 25 June 1876, by
Custer's defeat on the Little Big Horn with the resulting clamor
in the Eastern press and on the frontier with the oft repeated
phrases that something must be done about Indian affairs. In
the East the simple solution of transferring the Bureau of Indian
Affairs to the War Department was most often heard; Westerners had more drastic solutions. A Yankton editor, who received
the news of Custer's defeat from Chicago two weeks late,
described it as:
9. George Hyde, Red Ooud's F<Ak (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1937), pp. 230-48.
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fron Nation

at Fort Laramie. ¡868

a cold blooded, barbarous massacre of men, any one of
whom is of more consequence in the estimation of the world and
the eyes of the Lord than the entire forty thousand howling
Sioux to whom the government is furnishing sustenance, "aid and
comfort," and arms and ammunition. . . . Will the controlling
powers not now realize that Indians are not men. '^

At Lower Brute Livingstone and Thomas Riley, who was in
charge for a brief period of time, were caught by surprise. They
immediately defended the Dakota at their agencies, reporting
vigorously that none had left the reservation. In retrospect it
seems likely that a few Lower Brûles had found their way to the
Little Big Horn, but the investigations through the fall and
winter showed that only a few of the agency Indians had joined
the hostile forces in Montana. Livingstone's reaction to the
news suggests that he failed to realize the importance of the
battle. After assuring his superiors that no Lower Brûles were
involved, he detailed in the same letter his lack of rations and an
invasion of grasshoppers.
What Livingstone failed to see was the Dakota commitment
to a way of life that did not involve becoming white men. The
battle of the Little Big Horn was simply one of the more
10. Yankton Daily Press and Dakotaian, 8 s [i\y 1876.
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dramatic bits of evidence for such an attitude, but Livingstone
interpreted it only as a temporary setback on the road to
assimilation.
Although Livingstone was committed to frontier life, he was
not limited to Indian affairs. He purchased a ranch near
Yankton, and eventually became suspected of stocking it, at
least in part, with cattle meant for delivery to the Lower Brule.
It is not clear who first reported the alleged misconduct, but the
Bureau of Indian Affairs moved swiftly against Livingstone and
replaced him on 22 March 1878 with absolutely no warning. He
was brought to trial after a long delay and found not guilty.
Nevertheless, he was not reinstated. Livingstone remained near
Yankton where he lived in a substantial house that he had built
during the trial. Livingstone's diaries reveal more about him
than the writings of the other agents did about them, though
many daily entries report only "another dull and dreary
day."^^ Every year the doctor began keeping meticulous
records of his prescriptions for his various patients, but every
year his record keeping petered out after a few months.
Likewise, he started each year with resolve for changing Dakota
conditions, but he always ended by drifting with the status quo.
Thus, his agency duties were confined primarily to enlarging liis
staff, improving buildings, and filling out forms, it appears that
Livingstone did not completely misperceive frontier conditions,
rather he lacked the resolve to do anything other than attempt
to carry out directives from Washington. His unusually long
service of six years at one agency indicates that he performed
satisfactorily for his superiors, and his retirement from the
Indian Service to a substantial home and ranch suggest that he
found those years lucrative.
Captain William Dougherty, who seized the Crow Creek
Agency from Livingstone, remained to become the agent for the
Lower Brule as well. Dougherty had the resolve that Livingstone
lacked and of course was accustomed to following orders. But
he also had a streak of honesty, decency, and common sense
that sometimes led him into conflict with the bureaucracy of
the Indian Service. Yet, Dougherty continued the efforts of
11. Diaries of Henry Livingstone, 1866-1879, Livingstone Papers, Beinecke
Library, Yale Univeisity, New Haven, Conn.
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leading the Dakota into civilization through farming, and at one
point he procurred tobacco seed for them out of his own pay.
His reports on farming for 1879 are important because they are
the first to be highly reliable. Two hundred acres were plowed,
fifty of these by the boss farmer. The other two hundred fifty
were in sixty-three tracts. Because these statistics suggest that
each family averaged less than three acres in cultivation, it
would be hard to contend that farming provided much income,
yet it must have added something to subsistence. While
Dougherty followed orders to farm, he pleaded with Washington to encourage herding. He reported that the Lower Brûles

Lower Brule village about 1900

had over two thousand horses and if they showed half as much
interest in cattle, they would be highly successful. His pleas,
however, went unheeded. Instead, arguments had begun that
the Dakota and other Native Americans would become successful fanners once they owned their own land. When reservations
were divided into individually owned tracts, Indians supposedly
would have the incentive to farm properly. In short, property
was to be the stepping stone to civilization.
Dougherty had little time for such grand concepts. He had a
growing staff to supervise, duties at both Crow Creek and
Lower Brule, and a multitude of forms to contend with.
Because of the ration system and its potential abuses, agents
were required to keep records about the location of each
family. Dougherty's familiarity with morning reports in the
army must have served him well. By maintaining the standards
he did, Dougherty had little time to misperceive Dakota
relations with the dominant society. More likely, as a career
military man he simply believed such thought was not in the
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line of duty. At any rate he won some respect from the Lower
Brule, and they sought his advice on several occasions after he
left the agency.
In 1880 W. H. Parkhurst arrived at Lower Brule, thus
allowing Dougherty to serve full time at Crow Creek. Parkhurst's inexperience was most inappropriate for the time since
the Indians were being pressured to cede more land and allot
the remainder. Fortunately, he could look to guidance from
Dougherty, but even his presence could not relieve the new
agent's awe of Dakota weather. After experiencing a Dakota
winter, Parkhurst found himself in the "extraordinary" heat of
summer. He had not been as successful as Dougherty at
breaking land and no wheat was sown in 1881 ; drought got
most of the corn.
As Parkhurst adjusted to agency life, momentum grew for
allotment. Frontiersmen saw the policy as opening more land;
Easterners saw it as a way of civilizing Native Americans. White
activists, such as those in the Indian Defense Association,
actually believed allotment was the only way to protect the
Indians' property. The commission appointed to negotiate a
basis for allotment also sought more Dakota land. Dominated
by Westerners, and headed by Dakota's ex-governor Newton
Edmunds, the commission appeared at Lower Brule in 1882.
Missionaries Heckaliah Burt and Bishop Hare opposed much of
the negotiating in order to protect reservation land. They
enlisted the aid of Dougherty who had been transferred to a
southwestern military post. He wired the Lower Brûles to
encourage their resistance. Parkhurst was obligated to aid the
commission, but felt very much caught in the middle since he
knew the missionaries and had been helped by Dougherty. As a
result he was castigated by commission members while the
Dakota grew to distrust him. The Indian Defense Association
made public a letter Parkhurst sent to Luke Walker, a Dakota
missionary at Lower Brule, which made exaggerated threats if
the Lower Brule did not agree to the commission's demands.
The situation led to Parkhurst's transfer in early 1883.
Parkhurst scarcely had time to build many misperceptions
of the Dakota. On the other hand, he certainly had not learned
to understand the Lower Brûles or appreciate their way of life.
He was first overwhelmed by the weather and futile attempts at
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farming, problems that must have seemed insignificant his
second year, when he was caught in a political Maelstorm. While
attempting to appease both sides, Parkhurst simply alienated
both the frontiersmen and the Dakota. Most likely, he agreed
with the general view of the dominant society that farming was
a necessary' prerequisite for civilization, but his initiation into
everyday agency life must have warned him that the process was
not as simple as so many whites believed it to be.
Yet Parkhurst, like his predecessors and most whites, always
saw the problem as an Indian problem, that would be solved
through adjustments made by the Indians. The rationalization
extended that since Indians had to solve the problem, they must
somehow have caused it. This fallacy has plagued Dakota and
other Native Americans up to the present. Even today about the
best that can be expected from the dominant society is that
many of its members want to help Native Americans solve their
problem. But until there is a realization that the basic problem
was caused by an expanding Euro-American population such
help will be ineffective. At Lower Brule and most other
reservations the original population simply ended up on land
that was insufficient in size and quality to support the people
who remained there.
Mutual understanding of whose problem it is and how it
originated will do little to resolve the troubles, but certainly it is
a necessary first step to a solution. Eventually, it must be the
responsibility of Native Americans to detemiine the kinds of
lives they want to lead. However, the dominant society will
have to assume some responsibility for providing materia!
support for these ways of life because the Indians no longer
have the resources available due to the misunderstandings
between these first Americans and later Americans.
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