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South Dakota Congressmen
and the Hundred
Days of the New Deal
PAUL H . CARLSON
STEVE PORTER

During the Hundred Days of the New Deal, from 9 March to 16
June 1933, congressmen passed some of the most significant and
far-reaching laws enacted by any American legislature. It was a
bold outburst of legislation, representing a powerful and
dramatic response to the corrosive economic and social conditions
that staggered America during the Great Depression. In 1933, for
example, the economic and financial structures of the country tottered on the edge of collapse. The mounting number of bank
failures spread pessimism, frustration, and haplessness. National
income was precipitously below its level of 1929. Unemployment
became a desperate problem. Farm prices were worse than they
had been in the 1920s. The drought on the Great Plains was
severe enough that "Dust Bowl" conditions were developing.
Consequently, in March, as Franklin D. Roosevelt and the largely
Democratic Congress took over the reins of government,
Americans anxiously waited.'
On the evening of his inauguration on 4 March, Roosevelt asked
for a flexible banking bill. The next day he called Congress into
special session and, declaring a national banking holiday, closed
down all banks. A few days later, on 9 March, Congress convened
1. For a succinct account of the economic situation in South Dakota, see Herbert
S. Schell, History of South Dakota, rev. ed. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1968). pp. 283-85. Se« also Edgar B. Nixon, ed.. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Conservation (Washington, D.C: Government Printing Office, 1957). passim, and Paul
Sears, Deserts on the March (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1935),
passim.
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on schedule and before the day was out the Emergency Banking
Relief Act, a plan for reopening the banks under Treasury
Department licenses, passed both houses and was signed into law
by the president. With speed and drama the new government
moved to stop the depression.^
The new Congress included four South Dakotans. The irrepressible Senator Peter Norbeck, having been reelected in
November, began his third six-year term. His victory in 1932
marked the only major Republican triumph in South Dakota.
William J. Bulow, a rustic conservative Democrat who had been
elected in 1930, was the other senator. Colorful Fred Hildebrandt
of Watertown and glib-tongued Theodore B. Werner of Rapid
City, both first-term legislators, were the congressmen.^
Peter Norbeck entered politics after establishing a successful
business. Beginning as a plumber, he and Charles Nicholson built
the largest artesian well-drilling firm in the Midwest, a corporation valued at nearly a quarter of a million dollars. He entered
public service in 1908 when Spink County voters sent him to the
state senate. There, he served three terms, and although his
legislative accomplishments lacked notoriety, his progressive
spirit clearly showed. He helped establish important regulatory
measures for railroads and supported laws providing for court
reforms, bank deposit guarantees, state rural credits, and improved primary election rules.*
In 1916 Norbeck was elected governor. As a reformer, he
established a state hail insurance program, a state coal mine, and
a state owned cement plant. He encouraged the state legislature
to pass a workman's compensation law, a measure dealing with
free textbooks for school children, and legislation providing aid to
war veterans. Because of his insistence upon a state-supported
highway construction project, he was dubbed "Father of South
Dakota's Good Roads Program." In addition, he is credited with
the establishment of Custer State Park.^
After two terms as governor, Norbeck entered the United
2. William E. Leuchtenburg, Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal (New
York: Harper & Row. Publishers, 1963), pp. 42 43; Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The
Coming of the New Deal (Boston: Houghton Miffiin Co., 1958). pp. 15-50.
3. Congressional Directory, 73d Cong., 1st sess., June 1933, p. 109; Charles J.
Dalthrop, ed.. South Dakota's Governors {Sioux Falls: Midwest Beach Co., 1953),
pp. 38 47; Gilbert C. Fite, Peter Norbeck: Prairie Statesman (Columbia: University
of Missouri Press, 1948), passim.
4. Fite, Peter Norbeck: Prairie Statesman, pp. 37, 95, 113; Fite, "Peter
Norbeck," South Dakota Historical Collections 22 (1946): 298.
5. Ibid., p. 300.
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States Senate in 1920, where he continued to support progressive
legislation. He voted proudly with the Farm Bloc, a more or less
informal group of about twenty senators and a somewhat larger
number of congressmen, nearly all of whom were from the
agricultural states of the Middle West or the South. As a militant
member of the group, Norbeck was an arduous fighter for the illfated McNary-Haugen bills, which would have provided government sponsored agricultural price supports.'' Boastful of the fact
that he was included among the "Sons of the Wild Jackass," as
certain western senators who opposed higher tariffs were called
by Senator George H. Moses of New Hampshire. Norbeck referred to himself after 1932 as a "Theodore Roosevelt
Republican."'
During the Hundred Days Norbeck was active, serving on the
Agriculture and Forestry Committee, Committee of Indian Affairs, Public Land and Surveys Committee, the Special Committee on Conservation of Wild Life Resources, as well as the Appropriations, Banking and Currency, and Library committees. He
became director of the National Conference of State Parks and a
member of the Migratory Bird Commission. While he chaired the
prestigious Senate Banking and Currency Committee, he
assiduously supervised its investigations of the stock market and
the banking and insurance industries through the special Ferdinand Pécora Committee."
For relief from the effects of the depression, Norbeck sponsored nearly forty private bills, many of which were for Indians.
He introduced seven other bills, two of which dealt with conservation, and one of which prohibited the transportation of machine
guns through the mails. However, he objected to the hasty
passage of the emergency banking legislation and had a heated
argument with Senator Simeon D. Fess, a Republican of Ohio,
over provisions of the Agriculture Adjustment Act. On the other
6. Ibid., p. 301. See also John D. Hicks, Republican Ascendancy (New York:
Harper & Row, Publishers. 1960), p. 86n.
7. Peter Norbeck's strong loyalty for Theodore Roosevelt is said to account for
the Rough Rider's visage on Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills. Norbeck was a
key leader in the fight to establish the memorial. See Thomas A. Bailey, Presidential Greatness (New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts. 1966). pp. 12-13.
8. Congressional Directory, 73d Cong., 1st sess.. June 1933, p. 109; Alan L.
Clem, Prairie State Politics: Popular Democracy in South Dakota (Washington,
D.C.: Public Affairs Press, 1967). pp. 122-24; Fite. Peter Norbeck: Prairie
Statesman, p. 143; Ferdinand Pécora. Wall Street Under Oath (New York: Simon
& Schuster, 1939), pp. 3-4, 283-303.
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hand, he spoke at great length in favor of a securities bill and for
approving investigations of the stock exchange.'
Norbeck's colleague, William John Bulow, sixty-two years old
and Ohio born, was the junior senator. After obtaining a L.L.B.
degree from the University of Michigan, Bulow opened a law
practice in Beresford in 1894. Shortly afterward, he served as a
judge in Union County and won election to the state senate where
he was the youngest member. Defeated in his bid for reelection,
he quietly retired from politics. Twenty-five years later,
however, in 1924, after Andrew Anderson, a close friend who had
been nominated for governor by the Democratic party, died in an
accident, Bulow agreed to run for that office. Although soundly
defeated, he bounced back to win in 1926; his victory breaking a
chain of fourteen successive Republican administrations. As the
second Democratic governor of the state, he served two terms,
becoming known for his stringent fiscal policies.'" In the 1930
United States Senate race Bulow won handily. He defeated his
Republican opponent William H. McMaster by a majority of 6,723
votes." Although he did not face reelection in 1932, Bulow actively supported Franklin Roosevelt.
During the Hundred Days, Bulow held positions on the
Agriculture and Forestry Committee and on the Committee of Indian Affairs. In addition, he served on Post Offices and Post
Roads, Mines and Mining, and Civil Service committees.'^
9. U.S., Congress, Senate, Congre s sioTial Record, 73d Cong., 1st sess., 1933, 77,
pt. 1:1042, pt. 3:2562, pt. 5:5424-25, 4373.
10. Dalthrop. South Dakota's Governors, pp. 45-47.
11. Congressional Directory, 72d Cong., 1st sess., Dec. 1931, p. 106.
12. Ibid., 73d Cong., 1st sess., June 1933, pp. 106, 175-229.
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Although he chaired the Civil Service Committee. Bulow's contributions were minimal.'^ Nevertheless, Bulow was a fairly active senator. In addition to the usual, routine affairs, he served on
a fifteen-member committee to superintend the funeral of
Senator Robert B. Howell of Nebraska, introduced several
private relief measures, and asked that a public address on fiscal
responsibility by Senator Elbert D, Thomas, a Democrat of Utah,
be included in the legislative record.
In the House Fred H. Hildebrandt represented the First Congressional District. Although for twenty-five years he had been a
railroad conductor for the Minneapolis and Saint Louis Railway,
his was a typical political career. In 1921 the voters in Codington
County sent him to the state legislature. A few years later Governor Bulow appointed Hildebrandt to the South Dakota Game and
Fish Commission; each year between 1927 and 1931 he was
elected chairman of the commission. For the years 1928-30, he
served as president of the North Central States Game and Fish
Department.'* A persistent man, Hildebrandt waged, before winning, three campaigns for Congress. His successful 1932 platform
contained only thirteen words: "Food for the hungry, jobs for the
unemployed, better prices for the farmer."'^ Despite a prediction
by the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader that "it appears Congressman
C. A. Christopherson, Republican candidate for reelection, need
not worry much about the outcome in November," Hildebrandt
won the east-river election 110,047 to 92,062.'^ He was one of the
few South Dakota Democrats who served over two terms in the
House of Representatives; and he was the only man to defeat
popular Karl Mundt in a congressional election.
In the House Hildebrandt was appointed to the Pensions,
Public Lands, and Territories committees. Although he introduced eleven private bills or joint resolutions for the relief of people in South Dakota, he apparently did little else. Because some of
the measures he sponsored were designed to help relatives,
editors of the Argus-Leader quipped, "Congressman Fred H.
13. U.S.. Congress, Senate. Congressional Record. 73d Cong., 1st sess., 1933. 77,
pt, 3:2873. During the entire session Bulow made only two recorded reports from
the Committee on Civil Service. He recommended Harry B. Mitchell of Montana
and Lucille F. McMilHon of Tennessee as members of the Civil Service Commission.
14. Congressional Directory, 73d Cong,, 1st sess., June 1933, p. 109.
15. Sioux Fails Argus-Leader. 19 Apr. 1934.
16. Ibid., 16 Sept. 1932, and Congressional Directory, 73d Cong., 1st sess.. June
1933. p. 109.
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Hildebrandt was quite adept in providing jobs —for his family."^^
Hildebrandt's colleague, Theo B. Werner, was a journalist from
Rapid City. Born in Iowa. Werner moved to South Dakota in 1907
to become the editor and publisher of the Rapid City Guide. He
served as postmaster of the city from 1915 to 1923. Later, he held
a three-year term as city commissioner and, in 1929-30, was
elected mayor. In 1932 he won the west-river district congressional post by a majority of 7,773 votes.'" While a member of the
House of Representatives, Werner was on the District of Columbia, Indian Affairs, and Irrigation and Reclamation committees.
During the Hundred Days he proposed several private bills for
relief, presented some petitions for constituents, and worked
with Norbeck on an act to provide for the determination of heirs
of deceased Indians and for the disposition and sale of allotments
of Indian land. One petition, signed by seventeen hundred
employees of the Homestake Mining Company of Lead, protested
the passage of a bill designed to prevent interstate shipment of
certain commodities and articles by businesses in which persons
were employed more than five days a week or six hours per day.
Since the law failed to pass, the petition apparently had some
clout.
Collectively, the South Dakota congressmen brought to
Washington a mixed bag of experience. Norbeck was beginning
his thirteenth year in the nation's capital. Bulow was well into his
first senate term. Hildebrandt and Werner, on the other hand,
were novice congressmen. Each, of course, was determined to
adequately represent his state.
17. Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, 27 Oct. 1934.
18. Congressional Directory, 73d Cong., 1st sess., June 1933, p. 109.
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Consequently, as the special session of Congress opened, the
major depression relief bills received much attention from the
lawmakers.'^ As noted, the Emergency Banking Relief Act
(EBRA) was passed quickly. The measure, within thirty eight
minutes of its introduction, passed by unanimous consent in the
House. In the Senate, where Huey Long, the flamboyant
legislator from Louisiana, tried to sidetrack the EBRA, it passed
by a 73-7 vote over Long's protests. Fifteen senators, including
Norbeck, abstained. Alarmed with provisions of the bill that promoted inflation, Norbeck refused to vote against the otherwise
popular measure.^"
The EBRA was urgently needed in South Dakota where between 1920 and 1934 over 71 percent of all the state banks failed.
Agricultural instability was partly at fault because it weakened
the state's banking structure, causing the number of state banks
after 1920 to drop from 557 to 148 and the number of national
banks to decrease from 135 to 64. Together the failures meant an
estimated $39 million loss to depositors. However, soon after 13
March the banks were functioning again and the public's confidence in their solvency had been restored.-'
The Economy Act was initiated to redeem a Roosevelt campaign pledge to reduce the cost of government. The law provided
that all federal appointees take at least a 15 percent salary cut,
and other government savings were effected. Bulow, a conservative on fiscal matters, supported the measure. Hildebrandt and
Werner voted against it, and Norbeck abstained. As it turned
out, the bill was a false start; what the country wanted and the
economy needed was more federal spending. The salary cuts
were restored before the year was
19. The legislative and executive landmarks of the Hundred Days included:
Emergency Banking Relief Act —9 Mar.; Economy Act —20 Mar.; Civilian Conservation Corps-31 Mar.: Gold standard abandoned-19 Apr. (ratified 5 June);
Federal Emergency Relief Act— 12 May; Agricultural Adjustment Act— 12 May;
Tennessee Valley Authority —18 May; Truth-in-Securities Act—27 May; Home
Owners Refinancing Act—13 June; National Industrial Recovery Act—16 June;
Glass-Steagall Bank Act—16 June. See Schlesinger, Jr., The Coming of the New
Deal, pp. 20-21; Samuel Eliot Morison, The Oxford History of the American People
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1965), p. 954; and Leuchtenburg, Franklin D.
Roosevelt and the New Deal, pp. 41-6220. U.S., Congress, Senate, CongressioTial Record, 73d Cong., 1st sess., 1933, 77,
pt. 1:67.
21. Schell, History of South Dakota, p. 284. See also Leonard C. Anderson, "An
Analysis of State Bank Failures in South Dakota" (Master's thesis. University of
South Dakota, 1937), passim.
22. U.S., Congress, House & Senate, Congressional Record. 73d Cong., 1st sess.,
1933, 77, pt. 1:21718, 471.
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For South Dakota the Federal Emergency Relief Act (FERA)
proved timely. As the unemployment crisis struck in full force,
populated areas of the state, such as Minnehaha County, found it
necessary to spend up to 47 percent of their tax levy on relief. By
1933 drought and depression had exhausted the state's relief
funds and Herbert Hoover's Reconstruction Finance Corporation
provided only a small measure of economic help. South Dakota, as
other states across the nation, needed additional federal
assistance for their rapidly growing relief rolls. Accordingly, the
FERA set up the Federal Emergency Relief Administration.
Directed by Harry Hopkins, an eccentric but brilliant and
dedicated social worker who was a close Roosevelt aide, the program was designed to provide some $500 million for aid to states
in relieving hardship and distress among the unemployed. It
made unreturnable contributions to the states on the basis of one
dollar for federal payments for every three dollars provided locally. Large sums were also made available in the form of grants to
states for direct relief." The South Dakota Democrats supported
the FERA. Norbeck chose not to cast a vote.^* Although he was
keenly aware of his state's relief needs, he did not believe the
FERA was approaching the problem correctly; that is, he did not
like what critics of the FERA called the "dole."
However, the FERA proved helpful in South Dakota. In May
1933 as the Federal Emergency Relief Administration began its
operations. South Dakota's relief rolls were growing until, eventually, they comprised 39 percent of the state's population, the
highest relief load for any state. In addition to the urban
unemployed who received FERA aid, more than one-half of all
South Dakota farmers enjoyed FERA benefits. In fact, most
FERA aid recipients lived in the central portions of the state
where drought and dust storms aggravated serious land-use
problems."
Likewise, the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) attempted
to placate the perennial grievances of farmers. It was designed to
raise farm prices by reducing output and bringing supply into
line with effective demand through a program of production controls, acreage allotments, and marketing agreements. Because
the state's agricultural crisis was overwhelming. South Dakotans
23. Schell, History of South Dakota, pp. 291 92.
24. U.S., Congress, Senate, Congressional Record. 73d Cong.. 1st sess., 1933, 77,
pt. 1:1042, pt. 2:2129-30.
25. Schell. History of South Dakotta. pp. 291-92.
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supported the AAA." They knew that mortgage foreclosures
were on the increase, farm tenancy had risen to over 44.6 percent,
and the members of the Farmers' Holiday Association, a militant
group that attempted to drive prices upward by withholding products from the market and forcing others to join its strike, had
killed at least one person.
Although Norbeck voted for the bill, he had reservations
because he thought that the bill was too inflationary. Nor did he
like its provisions calling for the destruction of crops and
livestock. In a letter to the Sioux Falls Argus-Leader he explained, "I believe the allotment plan, when properly handled,
might be very helpful in stimulating the prices on farm products,
but I cannot see how it can have much effect this year."" He
realized that the bill had been passed too late in the year to
restrict spring planting; which meant that if farmers were to enjoy certain benefits of the bill, they needed to destroy some crops
already in the ground. Instead, Norbeck wanted the government,
for the 1933 harvest, to segregate farm surpluses for the purpose
of making tariff laws effective in maintaining price supports.^"
Under the terms of the AAA, the federal government began an
emergency buying program in June. In South Dakota some
915,000 head of cattle at an average price of less than $10.00 per
head were purchased from about 67,000 participating farmers.
The former figure represented nearly 42 percent of the state's
estimated cattle population. Before the AAA was discontinued,
the government purchased 150,000 ewes in the state and nearly
500,000 hogs. Wheat and corn were also included in the
program." As a result prices rose. In 1933 farmers in South
Dakota received $3.50 per hundred weight for hogs. Two years
later the price was $8.50. Similarly, cattle and sheep brought better prices. Between 1933 and 1935 the price of wheat rose from
38i to 90f a bushel and corn climbed from SU to 57«.^"
Meanwhile, six days after the passage of the AAA, Congress
approved the Tennessee Valley Authority Act (TVA). Although
designed for the South, it was popular bill in the northern plains
where drought aggravated by dust storms had created problems
simiiiar to the erosion difficulties of the Tennessee Valley. The
26. U.S., Congress, House & Senate, Congressional Record, 73d Cong., 1st sess.,
1933, 77, pt. 1:766. pt. 3:2562.
27. Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, 10 May 1933.
28. Ibid.
29. Schell, History of South Dakota, p. 289.
30. Ibid.
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goal of the TVA, basically designed to rebuild the economy of a
whole region, was widely accepted among South Dakotans. The
conservation provisions in the measure and the fact that it would
provide electricity to rural areas appealed to the people of the
state. Moreover, many Dakotans were thinking about a Missouri
Valley Authority, a possibility, it seemed, only if the Tennessee
River Valley proposal was passed. In roll call votes all four of the
South Dakota congressmen approved the TVA."
The National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA) also enjoyed
wide support for a time. Title I of the law prescribed the drafting
and application of codes to every sort of industry, with multiple
objectives — recovery and reform, encouraging collective
bargaining, setting up maximum hours and minimum wages, and
forbidding child labor. Title II created the Public Works Administration (PWA), an agency headed by Harold Ickes,
Roosevelt's secretary of Interior. Although Ickes was a cautious,
suspicious man who insisted upon scrutinizing the details of all
projects, PWA eventually spent billions on new highways,
hospitals, university buildings, municipal water works, sewage
plants, reforestation, and the like.
The economy-minded Bulow, concerned about government
financing of the multi-billion dollar public works program, introduced an amendment to the bill that called for the issuance of
national industrial recovery act notes. According to Bulow's plan,
the notes would decrease in value 1 percent at the end of each
month. Then, at the end of fifty months the notes would be
redeemable at the Treasury office for fifty cents on the dollar.
Apparently, Bulow saw little difficulty in getting Americans to
accept paper currency that was decreasing in value. "My plan,"
he reasoned, "would keep the government from going further in
debt. In view of the great business stimulation which would
result from the issuance of the notes, I doubt if people would object to losing a penny on every dollar of this money they were
caught with at the end of the month."'^ The amendment failed to
pass. Bulow, Hildebrandt, and Werner backed the NIRA. They
agreed that Title II was essential to accommodate the state's
relief problems. Norbeck abstained. Although he opposed the
measure because Title I provided too much governmental control
over business, he chose not to vote against it."
31. U.S.. Congress. House & Senate, Congressional Record, 73d Cong.. 1st sess..
1933, 77. pt. 3:2341, 2809.
32. Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, 4 June 1933.
33. U.S., Congress, House & Senate. Congressional Record, 73d Cong.. 1st sess..
1933, 77, pt. 5:4373. 4995. See also Fite. Peter Norbeck: Prairie Statesman, pp.
193-94.
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The Home Owners Refinancing Act represented one of the
most popular Hundred Days enactments. It was approved in the
Senate without a roll call vote; in the House it passed by an overwhelming majority of 383 to 4. Hildebrandt and Werner voted in
favor of the measure.'-* This bill was urgently needed in South
Dakota where between 1930 and 1933 over one hundred fifty
banks failed and threated foreclosure for thousands of mortgaged
homes. It created the Home Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) to
refinance mortgages and prevent foreclosures. By the time it
ceased its lending activities in 1936, the HOLC had refinanced
more than 15 percent of all nonfarm properities occupied by
owners at an average loan of $1,770.
The Congressional Record recorded no roll call votes on other
landmark bills of the Hundred Days. Nevertheless, these
measures were important for South Dakota. One of them, the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), was a device to provide
unemployed young men with useful work and to help conserve
natural resources. By mid-June, 1,300 CCC camps had been set up
under army control and by August, over three hundred thousand
young men were at work. Before the camps were closed during
World War II, some two and a half million men had passed
through them, seventeen million acres of new forests had been
planted, numerous dams built to stop soil erosion, and an immense amount of other useful outdoor work performed in federal
and state parks.^'^
The CCC was active in South Dakota. It ran an average of nineteen camps in the state, located mainly in the Black Hills, giving
employment to over twenty-three thousand young men and nearly three thousand additional nonenrolled personnel, including
camp officers and work supervisors. The CCC activities included
forest protection, dam construction, and development of recreational facilities. In South Dakota the largest single project was
the construction of Sheridan Lake, a water-control dam in Harney
National Forest. The CCC workers also participated in the planting of millions of trees to serve as windbreaks and shelterbelts on
the South Dakota prairies.^^
34. U.S., Congress, House, Congressional Record, 73d Cong., 1st sess., 1933, 77,
pt. 3:2585.
35. Nixon, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Conservation, p. 146.
36. Ibid.; E. L. Perry. "History of the Prairie States Forestry Project," 1942, p.
58a, typewritten manuscript for United States Department of Agriculture in files
of Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station, Lincoln, Nebr.; Paul H.
Carlson, "Forest Conservation on the South Dakota Prairies," South Dakota
History 2 no. 1 (Winter 1971); 40-42.
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On 19 April Roosevelt, against the advice of most of his
economic advisers, announced that the United States was going
off the gold standard, as England had done two years earlier.
Since this bill broke the implicit contract between the government and the public to the effect that all government bonds and
bills from twenty dollars up, were to be paid in "gold coin," it was
one of the most revolutionary acts of the Hundred Days.
However, it helped foreign trade and stopped the drain of gold to
Europe. The domestic economy reacted buoyantly and prices and
stocks rose.
The special Pécora investigations handled through Peter
Norbeck's Banking and Currency Committee played a leading
role in two laws. One, the Truth-in-Securities Act, called for better regulation of the stock exchange and banks. It required that
new securities be registered before a public commission, and that
every offering contain full information to enable the prospective
purchaser to judge the value of the issue and the condition of the
corporation. Directors were made criminally liable for omitting
significant information or for willful misstatement of fact. The
other, the Glass-Steagall Banking Act, required banks to get out
of the investment business, and placed severe restrictions on the
use of banking funds for speculation. In one of the most brilliant
achievements of the Hundred Days, it provided for federal
guarantee for individual bank deposits through the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation.
Clearly, in the Hundred Days legislation the South Dakota congressmen had played no small role. Bulow had supported President Roosevelt and all his New Deal policies. Hildebrandt and
Werner, the liberal Democrats, had backed the president on all
but the Economy Act." Norbeck, the Progressive Republican, not
only had supported the New Deal on the AAA and the TVA, but
had also been instrumental in the passage of laws to supervise
the stock market and the banks. Their efforts were rewarded
when, in 1934, Hildebrandt and Werner won reelection. Indeed.
Hildebrandt, who rested "his case with the voters on the basis of
his support of the New Deal," won by a wider margin than in
1932.'* Later, Bulow won a second six-year term. Norbeck,
however, died before his third term expired.
37. Some South Dakota political observers have called William Bulow a congressional obstructionist. During the Hundred Days, however, Buiow cooperated with
the New Deal. For different opinions see Clem, Prairie State Politics, p. 126;
Schell, History of South Dakota, p. 311; and Dalthrop, South Dakota's Governors,
p. 46.
38. Sioux Falls Argus-Leader, 3 Oct. 1934,
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In federal funds the Hundred Days programs initially meant an
estimated $60 million for South Dakota. The bulk of the money,
according to the Argus-Leader, was directed at four areas. The
state's public works program took close to $33 million. The
federal highway disbursement project shifted $6 million to the
state. Another $6 million came through livestock, wheat, and
grain allotments under provisions of the AAA. Citizens of the
state through the direct relief programs divided $5 million."
Subsequently, South Dakota received additional millions. In
1934 the state farmers accepted from the federal government
nearly $20 million, a figure that represented about one-fourth of
their total cash income. The following year AAA benefit
payments totaled $15.6 million. Although its expenditures went
largely to road construction work, the PWA in its short tenure
made loans and grants for educational buildings, waterworks, and
sewer projects, bringing to the state an estimated $9 million.*°
When it adjourned on 16 June 1933, the Hundred Days Congress had written into law one of the most extraordinary series of
reforms in America's history. It had committed the nation to unprecedented programs of welfare for the unemployed, of regional
planning, of home mortgage insurance, and of federal regulation
of business affairs. It had pledged the country to the spending of
billions of dollars for a broad spectrum of activities. Though it
had lifted neither South Dakota nor the country completely out of
the depression, it had managed to recapture some of the
American people's morale and self-confidence. It had started the
country on the road, albeit a rocky one, to economic recovery,
39. Ibid., 15 June 1933; 20 June 1933.
40. Schell, History of South Dakota, pp. 289-91.
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